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BUILDING PERMITS FOR AUGUST, 1932, WITH CO1IARATIVE STATE!VTNTS FOR JULY, 1932, 
ANDG_ST Lj. 1, AND CUMULATIVE FIGURES FOR FIRST EIGHT MONTHS, 2O-l912. 

There was a seasonal decline in the value of the building permits issued during 
August, 1932, as compared with July, while in comparison with August of last year, there 
was also a considerable reduction; during the month under review, the 61 co-operating 
centres authorIzed building estimated to cost $3,331,278, as compared with $ 14 , 227, 1 73 
in July, 1932, and $8,201,879 in August, 1931. There was, therefore, a decrease of 21.2 
p.c. in the first comparison, and of 59.14 p.c. In the second. 	The aggregate value of 
the building authorized in the first eight months of this year, viz., $30 , 137,519, was 
lower than in 1931 and other years of the record; in considering these data, however, it 
should be noted that there has also ben a very significant decline in wholesale costs 
of bui1dizg xnterIa1e, the Bureau's thd.ex, based on the 1926  average as 100, having 
fallen from 156.3 in the first eight months of 1920, to 78.0 In the period, January-
August, 1932,  or by slightly over 50 p.c. 

Some 50 cities furnished detailed statistics showing that they had Issued about 
300 permits for dwellings estimated to cost over $900,000, and more than 2,000 pennits 
for other buildings valued at approximately $2,200,000. During July, authority was 
granted for the erection of some 450 8.wellings and 1,800 other buildings, estimated at 
about $1,000,000 and $3,200,000, respectively. 

British Columbia reported a gain of $420,090,  or 138.0 P.C., as compared with 
July, 1932. Of the reductions elsewhere indicated, that of $975,131, or 146.0 p.c., In 
quebec was greatest. 

British Columbia also reported a slightly higher aggregate of building permits 
issued than in August of last year, there being an increase of $13,762, or 1.9 p.c. 
Declines in this comparison were recorded in the remaining provinces, that of 
$2,504,798, or 71.9 P.c., in Ontario being most pronounced. 

Of the larger cities, Vancouver showed improvement as compared with both July, 
1932, and August, 1931, while Montreal, Toronto and Winnipeg reporto& decreases in both 
comparisons. Of the other centres, Kingston,Peterborough, Walkerville, Woodstock,Leth.-
bridge, Nanaimo and North Vancouver recorded gains in both comparisons. 

CUMULATIVE RECORDORFIRST EIGHT MONTHS 	O-j. 
The following table gives the value of the building authorized by 61 cities 

during August and in the first eight months of each year since 1920, as well as index 
numbers for the latter, based upon the total for 1926 as 100. The average Index numbers 
of wholesale prices of building materials in the first eight months of the years since 

: Value of 	: Value of 	: Indexes of value :A.verage indexes of 
: permits 	: permits 	: of permits issued,:wholesale prices of 

Year : issued 	: issued 	: first eight months;building materials In 

	

in August 	: in first 	: (1926 100) 	:first eight months, 
eight_month 	_ .._ 	:Ll 26 averae =100). 

l932 3,33l,27$ T3O,l37,9 	27. 	78.0 
1931 	8,201,879 	78,19 14,996 	71.6 	83.11 
1930 	1 )4,029,5611. 	115,268,330 	105.5 	93.4 
1929 	21,582,221 	16$,894,072 	154.6 	99.6 
1929 	17,14)48,5)42 	1)45,211.7,14.85 	133. 0 	97.5 
1927 	29,14.78,378 	126,690,292 	116.0 	96.8 
1926 	11 ,672 ,599 	109,211,914.2 	100.0 	101.7 
192 	9,11,008 	88,223,329 	80.8 	104.3 
1924 	9, 14.06,733 	81,762,083 	714.9 	 109.1 1923 	11, 14.25,031 	97,551 ,07)4 	99.3 	 111.7 
1922 	18,158,932 	105,1$1,]416 	96.3 	108.14. 
1921 	10,928,039 	77,665,6114 	71.1 	128.6 

- 2010, 804683O3,601 	156.3 ..............  
The aggregate for the first eight months of this year was  less than In earlier 

years of the record., but as already stated, the average index number of wholesale prices 
of building materials was also much lower than in any other year of this record. 

Table 1 gives the value of building permits issued by 61 cities during July and 
August, 1932, and August, 1931. The 35 cities for which records are available since 
1920 are marked tliis "x". 
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