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BUILDING PERMITS FOR AUGUST, 1932, WITH COMPARATIVE STATEMENTS FOR JULY, 1932,
AND AUGUST, 1931, AND CUMULATIVE FIGURES FOR FIRST EIGHT MONTHS,1920-1932. _

There was a seasonal decline in the value of the building permits issued during
August, 1932, as compared with July, while in comparison with August of last year, there
was also a considerable reduction; during the month under review, the 61 co-operating
centres authorized building estimated to cost $3,331,278, as compared with $4,227,173
in July, 1932, and $8,201,879 in August, 1931. There was, therefore, a decrease of 21.2
p.C. in the first comparison, and of 59.4 p.c. in the second. The aggregate value of
the building authorized in the first eight months of this year, visz., $30,137,519, was
lower than in 1931 and other years of the record; in considering these data, however, it
should be noted that there has also been a very significant decline in wholesale costs
of building materials, the Bureau's index, based on the 1926 average as 100, having
fallen from 156.3 in the first eight months of 1920, to 78.0 in the period, January-
August, 1932, or by slightly over 50 p.c.

Some 50 cities furnished detailed statistics showing thdt they had issued about
300 permits for dwellings estimated to cost over $900,000, and more than 2,000 permits
for other buildings valued at approximately $2,200,000. During July, authority was
granted for the erection of some 450 Bwellings and 1,800 other buildings, estimated at
about $1,000,000 and $3,200,000, respectively.

British Columbia reported a gain of $420,090, or 138.0 p.c., as compared with
July, 1932. Of the reductions elsewhere indicated, that of $975,131, or 46.0 p.c., in
Quebec was greatest.

British Columbia also reported a slightly higher aggregate of building permits
issued than in August of last year, there being an increase of $13,762, or 1.9 p.c.
Declines in this comparison were recerded in the remaining provinces, that of
$2,504,798, or 71.9 p.c., in Ontaric being most pronounced.

Of the larger cities, Vancouver showed improvement as compared with both July,
1932, and August, 1931, while Montreal, Toronto and Winnipeg reported decreases in both
comparisons. Of the other centres, Kingston,Peterborough, Walkerville, Woodstock, Leth-
bridge, Nanaimo and North Vancouver recorded gains in both comparisons,

CUMULATIVE RECORD ¥OR FIRST EIGHT MONTHS,1920-32.

The following table gives the value of the building authorized by 61 cities
during August and in the first eight months of each year since 1920, as well as index
numbers for the latter, based upon the total for 1925 as 100. The aversge index numbers
of wholesale prices of building materials in the first eight months of the years since
1920 are algo given (average 1925-100). e

: Value of ¢ Value of ¢ Indexes of value :Average indexes of
: permits : permits ¢ of pemits issued,:wholesale prices of
Year : 1issued ¢ issued : first eight monthsgbuilding materials in
: in August : in iirst : (1926 = 100) :firsg eight months,
el o o sl monthe ¢ » : (1926 average =100).
1932 § 3,331,2/8  $30,137,519 27.6 o i
1931 8,201,822 78,194,996 a6 83.4
1930 14,029,5 115,268,330 105.5 93.4
1929 21,582,221 168,894,072 154.6 99.6
1928  17,4u8,542 145,247,485 133.0 97.5
1927 29,478,378 126,690,232 116.0 96.8
1926 11,672,599 109,211,942 100.0 W, 7
192 9,511,008 8,223,328 ! 80.8 104.3
192 9,406,733 81,762,08 4.9 109.1
1923 11,425,031 97, 551,07 £9.3 111.7
1922 18,158,932 105,181,416 96.3 108.4
1921 10,928,039 77,665, ALk Tyl 128.6
1920 10,805,846 86,303, 601 L WERE 1563

The aggregate for the first eight months of this year was less then in earlier
years of the record, but as already stated, the average index number of wholesale prices
of building materials was aleo much lower than in any other year of this record.

Table 1 gives the value of building permits issued by 61 cities during July and
Avgust, 1932, and August, 1931. The 35 cities for which records are available since
1920 are marked tims "x',
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. R - (navigtietows : - -
Feve Saotie §7 25 13, 846 326,365
¥alifex 66, S5 300, 511 274, 365
Nam Glasgow 540 4 280 2RO
S Ry 300 5,875 5150
Hew Brmszlck £, Al 87,782 .76, £70
¥Fisdaricion 300 5,300 U3.850
*  Monusen 22,675 78,275 32,335
* Zaiat John 27.739 2li, 207 9y, 585
Quete: pet - 2.120.252 2,500,138
¥ Montrez: - x Mzisonneuve 272,710 15 SEZSIED 2,092,943
x  Quebue 99,291 211C, €80 251,969
Shemiligan Falls - ie5 8,760

x Sherbrooke
X Threa Rivers
% Vesimount

46,300
7. 665
11,700

44,900
28,025
73:550

Ontaric 976,966 1,115,392 3,481,764
Bellevilie Nil 5,970 9.600
x Brantferd 991 13.020 6,912
Chathem 1,600 1,785 8,500
x Port Wiiliam 11,850 28.200 10,250
gelt 13,870 8,015 19,070
x Gualiph 12,794 8,lug 19,458
x  Hamilton 71.800 186, 700 253,500
x Kingston 29.672 7.625 28.810
X Xitclener 2 1% 2,087 56.925
X London 2h, £50 3k, 8l5 236.950
Nisgara Falls Q00 1,824 6,187
dehave. 500 1,100 20.505
x (ttawa 74,965 115,085 165, 655
Owar Sound 1,478 6,100 5,000
X Petertvorough 99, 800 7,991 20.338
X Tort Arthur 4,780 20,460 17781
v Shrotford 5.966 3.973 6,649
x St. Jssharines 21,790 50,084 32,440
x St. Thomas 4340 2,250 1,790
Sarnia 2,607 3,581 11,503
Sauit Ste. Marie 28,531 15887 201,345
x Toronto 381.216 394,054 1,842,807
Yerk & East York Townships 118,600 115,275 L60, 777
Wellend 9,040 2,540 12.990
x Windsor 13,300 65, 750 11,235
Eaast Windsor 700 N1l 2.100
Riverside - Nil 3,280
Sandwich - - H350
Weikerville 4,000 1,000 Wil
Wocdztork 12,14k %,193 5,967
Manitoba 171,465 201,525 253, 5e2
£ Rrardon 7275 6,250 3.752
St. Boniface 10,240 3.275 21, 680
X Winripsg 160,500 192,000 228,150
Saska:chewan 36,520 87,586 177.780
z Mcosec Jaw 260 71.783 2,510
= Eegina 19.0L5 6.508 64,095
€ Saelaboon b F 2T (5 3.795 111.075
Alberia 158. 629 190,52 580,901
£ Oalgary 5%, alil 58,7R7 203,151
x Ddzenion 76.080 112,235 3ha, sl
Telkbridge 22,252 8,070 14,522
Medicine Eat Daade 820 20,3490
British Qolumbdia 2k, g 0k, 218 710. 575
Kamiocos 2.055 805 L 983
Wenaime St Z,250 ! 1,175
x New Wesiminster 15,597 17,150 \  26.05C
Priace Rucert 2,450 10,140 16,000
X Vencouver 63%. 320 232,30 571.530
Gerth Vancouver 35,855 4,565 7.830
S5 Bimtomil, L o oo SR GRS - g O 83.108
Tobal - bl Olgies Z.38..27% LA - B,
A Teked o 35 Odbies - 3073 iy Loogages ~ < . L.@aaeer
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