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BUILDING PERMITS FOR AUGUST, 1937, WITH COMPARATIVE STATEMENTS FOR JEJLY, 1937, 
AND AUGUST. J36 NDCUNUMTIVEFIGUBES FOR_FIRST EIGHT MONTI, 1920-193. 

The value of the building permits issued by 59 cities during August, 
1937, was less than in the predoding mcnth but greater than in August of 
last year; these municipalities authorized building estimated to cost 
$4,216,310 du- ing the month under review, as compared with $5,473,852 in 
July, 1937, aid. $3.G7345 in August 1936. There was, therefore, a decrease 
of 23.0 p.c. :n U'e first comparison, but an increase of 14.9 p.c. in the 
second and mcro signifIcant coriparison. 

The vaue. of tc building represted by the permits taken out in the 
first eight months of the preent year was $37671, 14S4 ; this was higher than 
the aggregate of 27.021-1 reported in the period, January-August, 1936, and 
was also decidedly high:r than in the first eight months of any other year 
since 1931. Hc•wever, the :ijrx.ulative total for this period in each of these 
years had been very muc1 lower than in earlier years of the record, being 
also less than the severitoen...year average of $92. 	While who1ea1e 
prices of building materials :n,ve recently advanced, the index for the first 
eight months of 1937 wa also below the average for the years since 1919. 

Some 50 cities furnished detailed tatietics showing that they had 
Issued about 4-0 permits for dwJ.iings estimated to cost over $1,20,000 
and more than 23OO perniit for Lther buildings valued at approximately 
$2,600,000. in ad.dition there were three engineering projects valuM at 
$105,950. During Ju1y, authority cas granted for the erection of some 400 
dwellings and 2,000 other buildings, estimated at about $1,400,000 and 
$3,300,000, respectively. 

As compared with fuly. 1937. Prince Edward Island and Alberta reported 
gains of $31 :1,370 Ld. $22,1 13. reip€.ctively, Of the reductions elsewhere 
indicated, those of $315277 or 69.3 p.c.- in Nova ScotIa, and $607,359 or 
22.0 p.c. in Ontario were greatest. 

Prince Edward Island, Now Bninswic1c Ontario, Manitoba. Alberta and 
British ColumbIa reported h.gher aggregates of building authorizations than 
in Augu.st of last yoar the larget increases were in Ontario and British 
Columbia, these provinces showing gains of $3147,963 or 19.2 p.c. and 
$2114,994 or 55.7 	respective3.y, Of the declines recorded in the 
remaining provinces thosa of $6,652 or 7. 8 p.c. in Quebec and $54,40 
or 37,7 p.c. Jn Sas]tchcwan were: most marked. 

Of the four 1argst cities, Montreal showed a decrease as compared 
with July ?  1937, and also wih .Pigust-. 1936. The Toronto total in August 
was practically the sam-i as in u.1y, but it considerably exceeded that for 
August, 1936. Winnipeg showed improvement in both comparisons, while the 
Vancouver total was 1wer than In the preceding month, but higher than in 
August of last year. Of the other centres • Charlotte town, Sydney, Monc ton, 
Quebec, Sherbrooke- Brantford Fort William, Owen Sound., Port Arthur, 
Stratford, SaUlt Ste. Marie, WelIanLL, Saskatoon, Edmonton, Nanaimo and 
Victoria recorded gains in both comparisons. 
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( 	CUMULATIVE RECORD FOR FIRST EIGHT MONTHS J  1920-1937. 

The following table gives the value of the building authorized by 58 cttiee 
during August, and in the first eight months of each year since 1920, as well as 
index numbers for the latter, based on the January-August total In 1926 as 100. 
The average index numbers of wholesale prices of building materials in the first 
eight months of the years since 1920 are also given, (average 1926100). 

• 	Value of Talue of Indexes of value Average indexea of 
permits permits of permits wholesale prices of 

Year issued issued in issued, first building materials in 
in Augu.st first eight eight months, first eight months, 

months (1926loo) (196100)  
1937 $ 4,216,310 $ 37,671,484 34.5 - 	95.1 	- 

1936 3,673,4.55 27,026 141 24.7 814.6 
1935 14,311,968 33,3 48 , 881  30.5 81.2 

1934 3,7614,425 17,433.272 16.0 82.8 

1933 1 1 910,809 14, 1407,111 13.2 77.0 
1932 3,823,251 32,576,14614 29.8 77.7 
1931 8,201,879 78,194.996 71.6 83.0 

1930 114,029,564 115,268,330 105.5 934 

1929 21,582,221 168,894,072 i54.6 99.2 

1928 17,44S,542 114.5 3 2L7,485 133.0 96.14 

1927 29,478,378 126,690,292 116.0 96.2 

1926 11 ,672,599 109,211,942 100.0 100.7 

1925 9,511,008 88.223,328 80.8 103.1 

19214 9,1406,733 81,762,083 74.9 19.0 

1923 11,1425,031 97,551,074 89.3 111.8 

1920,  18,158,932 105,181, 1416 96.3 108.14 

1921 10,928,039 77,665,614 71.1 128.6 

1920 10,805,8146 86 ,3 03, 601  79.0 -- 	143.8 

The aggregate for the first eight months of this year was 39.14 p.c. 

higher than in 1936, also exceeding that for the same period In each of the 

preceding four years. The average index number of wholesale prices of building 

materials, though higher than in any of the years, 1930-1936, was lower than in 

other yearn since 1920. 

The table on page 3 gives the value of building permits issued by 58 

cities during July and August, 1937, and August, 1936- The  35 cities for which 

records are available since 1920 are marked thus 11x", 
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Dz 
Estiznateda1iie of Conetctpn_rks , Indicatedb1 Bui1din 	Permits Issued bj 58 Cities. 

JuV 
C 	i 	t 	i 	e 	s 1937 1937 1936 

--------------------------------- ------------- 
P.R.I. - Chailottetown 12850 JtSO 8,280 
Nova Scotia 139 9 810 1455,087 178,411 

x 	Halifax 66,olo 396l70 128,000 
New (1asgow 10.650 27, 1430 141.0 
Szthiey 63,150 31.1437 11.9,971 

New Br.inswick 3 11.C23 63:9 1 6 22,236 
Fredericton 675 14)460 6,1400 

x 	Moncton 15, 525 2,375 
x 	Saint John 17,820 59,1456 13,1461 

quebec 773827 990.71414 839,1479 
• 	Montreal 	x Maisonneuve 45 14.707 619659 695,822 
• 	Q,uebec 140.195 59,535 66,307 

Shawiniga.n Pails 23,125 714,950 6,325 
• 	Sherbrooke 76,300 57,700 17300 
• 	Three Rivors 15,550 87:745 9,100 
• 	Westmount £3,950 91,155 11.14 ,625 

Ontario 2,157.776 2,765.134 1,809,813 
Belleville 7,925 17,700 8,200 

x 	Brantford 27.275 26,874 16,195 
ChatL'm 8,050 10.950 12,150 

x 	Fort William 112 : 725 36,185 15,350 
calt 143,511 1414,009 314,775 

x 	Guelph 5,9145 10,840 12,045 
x 	Hamilton 91.793 275 2 299 119,810 
x 	Kingstn 22525 18.170 29,020 
x 	ICitchener 52,722 97.725 11.14,036 
x 	Lonthn 59315 47 : 1415 88,315 

Niagara Falls 22 : 605 22J75 17,1455 
Os h &wa 11,510 10,525 27,711.5  

x 	0ttwa 75:215 135,1438 218,381 
Owen Sound 8,3)40 7. 1450 3,62 5 

x 	Peterborough 15,)465 26,610 23,523 
x 	Port Arthur 62950 50,0148 32,260 
x 	Stratfo'd 9:57 14.415 1,330 

St.. 	Cat.arines 135.430 76,865 185,95)4 
x 	St 	Thomas 2,1145 5620 1475 

Sarnia 3)475 13 7 993 32,845 
Sault Ste.. Marie 37,433 14.875 27,050 

x 	Toronto 1,011.1411 1,027,580 555,014 
York & East York Townships 124200 132 7 870 203,7145 

Welland. 21.00 1,295 20.316 
x 	Windsor 1514,650 504,779 62,565 

Riverside 5.760 31,670 1 ,750 
Wootitock 19.0146 20.759 15,884 

Manitoba 240,3140 31640 154,985 
randon 4.45 19,910 14,595 

St.. Boniface 9.1455 84,O80 20,140 
x 	Winnipeg 226:300 212,850 130,250 

Saskatchewar. 89,892 102,629 1)4)4,332 
x 	Moose Jaw 5,635 12,229 1,835 
x 	Regina 15 : 681 714,350 121,122 
x 	Saskatoon 68.576 16,050 21,375 

.1borta 1668511. 11414,7)41 129,972 
x 	Calgary 57.304 72,251 29,720 
x 	Edmonton 69:250  55,750 54,880 

Lethbrid.ge 140.300 15:0140 144,1412 
Medicine Hat Nil 1,700 960 

British Columbia 600,941 633,281 385,947 
Kamloops 697 8,885 10,o6o 
Nanaiino 88,016 7,096 7,610 

• 	New Westminster 143,040 63:100 143,600 
Prince Ru.pert 300 2,075 225 

• 	Vancouver 1400 : 035 514,655 261,690 
North Vancouver 600 6,1430 2,890 

• 	Victoria  68,253 31 : 040 59,872 

TW 	ties ,210 	-1/5.8523,673,1455 
Total 	- 	 x 	35 Cities 3.712.379 14,849,355 3,160,173 
17 Inc lus ion fa f 

July tu1ation., 
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