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BUILDING PERMITS FOR DECE2VIBER, 1939, VTITH COMPARATIVE STATENTS FOR 
NOVEMBER, 1939, AND DECABER, 1938 AND TOTALS FOR TEE YEARS, 1920-1939. 

The building permits issued by 58 citiec in December, 1939, represented con-
struction work valued at $6,035,212, as compared with $4,148,889 in November, 1939, 
and $3,482,915 in December, 1938. There was therefore an increase of $1,886,323, or 
45.5 p.c. in Deceraber as compared with the preceding month, and of $2,552,297, or 
73.3 p.c. in comparison with the same month in 1938. The total for December, 1939, 
was the highest for that month in the years since 1931. 

The value of the building represented by the construction permits takn out 
during 1939 was $59,724,014; this was slightly lower than the aggregate of $60,817,332 
reported in 1938 but with this exception was the largest aggregate since that for 1931. 
The cumulative total in each of the last eight years has, however, been decidedly 
below that for any earlier year of the record; the wholesale prices of building 
materials have recently been lower than in the same period of 1937mdTjme same as in 1938, 
although they continue higher than in any of the years, 1931-1936. 

A review of building permits granted in 1939, based on revised figures,wifl be 
issued next month. 

Detailed statements for December were received from some 50 cities, showing that 
they had issued about 225 permits for dwellings valued at more than $1,100,000, and 
1,200 permits for other buildings at an estimated cost of more than $3,900,000. There 
were also seven permits taken out for engineering work at a cost of $519,279. During 
NQvember, the construction of some 500 dwellings and 1,900 other buildings was 
authorized; these were estimated to cost approximately $1,850,000 and $2,200,000, 
respectively. 

As compared with the preceding month, Prince Edward Island, Ontaric, Manitoba, 
Saskatchewan and British Columbia reported increases in the value of the building 
authorized. The gains of $2,113,513, or 107.2 p.c. in Ontario, and $354,151, or 
100.8 p.c. in B.C. were most pronounced. There were declinee in the other provinces, 
that in Quebec being the greatest; this amounted to $524,949, or 41.1 p.c. 

The value of the building represented by the permits taken out in Prince Edward 
Island, New Brunswick, Ontario, Manitoba, Saskatchewan, Alberta and British Columbia 
was higher in December, 1939, than in the same month of 1938, the most pronounced 
increase of $2,345,939, or 134.9 p.c., being in Ontario. Decreases were recorded in 
the remaining provinces, that of $405,848, or 35.1 p.c., in Quebec being greatest. 

Of the four largest cities, Toronto reported important increases in the value 
of the building authorized as compared with November, 1939, and December, 1938; in 
Vancouver, there was a reduction in the former, but a gain in the latter comparison, 
while Montreal and Winnipeg reported declines as compared with either November, 1939, 
or December, 1938. Of the other centres, Charlottetovm, Shawinigan Falls, Gusiph, 
Hamilton, London, Oshawa, Port Arthur, St. Catharines, barnia, Welland, Windsor, 
Brandon, St. Boniface, Saskatoon, Edmonton, New Westminster and Prince Rupert report-
ed increases in both comparisons. 

CUMULATIVE RECORD FOR 1939. 

The following table shows the value of the building authorized by 58 cities during 
the Decenibers of the years since 1920, and also gives the statistics for the completed 
years; the 1939 figures are unrevised, while those for preceding years are revised. (A 
revised statement for 1939 will be issued next month). Index nurnber, based upon the 
total value of the building authorized by these cities during 1926 as 100, are given 
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as are the Lverage index numbers of wholesale prices of bu116in 	materials 
year3, 1920-39. 

in 
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Value of Value of Indexes of Average indexes 
permits permits value of of wholesale prices 

Year i3$UGd issued permits issued of building 
in in twelve in twelve months materials, twelve 
December months (1926=100) months (1926=100) 

1939 6,035,212 59,724,014 38.2 89.3 * 

1938 3,482,915 60,817,332 38.9 89.1 

1937 3,556,977 55,844,999 35.7 94.4 

1936 3 1 282,166 41,325,693 26.4 85.3 

1935 2,401,856 46,560,623 29.8 81.2 

1934 2 1 521,820 27,457,524 17.6 82.6 

1933 1,983,292 21,776,496 13.9 78.3 

1932 1 1 569,255 42,319,397 27.1 77.2 

1931 7,895,106 112,222 1 845 71.8 81.9 

1950 15,440,281 166,379,325 106.4 90.9 

1929 14,688,682 234,944,549 150.2 99.0 

1928 16,095,160 219,105,715 140.1 97.1 

1927 11,755,566 184,613,742 118.0 96.1 

1926 11,508,818 156,386,607 100.0 100.0 

1925 7,363,777 125,029,367 79.9 102.9 

1924 6,463,319 126,583,148 80.9 106.6 

1923 6 1 974,256 133,521,621 85.4 111.8 

1922 9,517,402 148,215,407 94.8 108.7 

1921 5 1 537,330 116,794,414 74.7 122.7 

1920 4,844,354 117,019,622 74.8 144.0 

The unrevised statistics for 1939 indicate that last year's aggregate was 
slightly lower than that for 1938, but was higher than in 1957 and preceding years 
since 1931. However, the annual aggregate for each of those years has been con-
siderably below the average for the nineteen years, 1920-1938. The index number 

44 f wholesale prices of building materials in 1939, though lower than in 1937 and the se 
at938, was higher than in earlier years since 1930. 

The accompanying table gives the value of the building permits issued by 
58 cities in November and December, 1939, and December, 1938. The 35 centres 
for which records are available since 1910 are marked thus "x". 

* Eleven months' average. 
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tnLts 	Luo of Construction V,'or a Indicated by Building PerLiits Issued br 58 Cities. 

Decerober, 	November, 	Decenber, - 
1 t i e s 	 1939 	 1939 	 1938 

P . E . I . - Ch:rIcttetorn 2,700 1,600 Nil 
Nova scotia 66,775 68,811 91,380 

x Halifax 50,400 46,679 65,460 
New Glasgow 1/ 1,955 6,455 

x Sydney 16,375 20,177 19,465 
New Brunswick 35,600 70,316 30,880 

Fredericton Nil 1,050 17,000 
x Moncton Nil 27,910 9,100 
x Saint John 35,600 41,356 4,780 

Quebec 751,670 1,276,619 1,157,518 
• Montreal - x Maisonneuve 545,200 988,736 912,960 
• Quebec 81,150 97,235 125,040 

Shawinigan Falls 95,920 1,325 7,900 
• Sherbrooke 24,400 138,200 64,000 
• Three itivers 1,000 42,675 34,035 
• Vdestmount 4,000 8,450 13,583 

Ontario 4,085,424 1,971,911 1,739,435 
Belleville 400 5,850 2,950 

x Brantford 16,467 9,460 30,044 
Chatham 35,500 61,575 47,100 

x Fort Viilliam 5,710 43,360 9,215 
Gait 14,895 16,095 7 1 725 

x Guelph 20,260 8,985 8,447 
x Hamilton 192,242 122,618 128,410 
x Kingston 13,240 45,415 25,650 
x Kitchener 85,885 143,475 27,345 
x London 186,460 106,025 89,565 

Lagara Falls 21,145 38,375 12,150 
Ohawa 54,100 4,000 9,375 

x 0tawa 67,370 138,100 73,200 
Owen Sound 6,050 13,870 400 

x Peterborough 4,443 48,399 33,075 
x Port Arthur 36,230 14,910 3,945 
x Stratford 1,557 5,200 150 
x St. Catharine 53,775 50,695 19,225 
x St. Thomas 8,875 12,000 44,500 

Sarnia 21,994 15,015 275 
Sault Ste. Marie 13,166 21,619 19,040 

x Toronto 2,885,201 761,937 1,013,307 
York & East York Townships 185,120 192,436 98,800 

Vel1and 14,885 1,260 3,050 
x Vlindsor 136,904 69,872 11,927 

Riverside 3,965 9,335 16,565 
'oodstock 685 12,030 4,000 

Manitob. 202,032 201,475 134,940 
x l3randon 9,150 Nil Nil 

St. Boniface 124,132 27,725 62,390 
x Winnipeg 68,750 173,750 72,550 

Saskatchewan 58,084 42,389 13,135 
x Moose Jaw 4,075 15,220 Nil 
x Regina 10,284 25,429 12,190 
x Saskatoon 43,725 1,740 945 
berta 127,403 164,395 41,197 
x Calgary 20,374 77 2 145 11,267 
x .1monton 86,954 48,530 23,450 

Lethbridge 20,075 37,020 5,480 
Medicine Hat Nil 1,700 1,000 

Yritish Columbia 705,524 351,373 274,430 
Kamlocps 6,315 8,684 3,240 
Nanaino 4,470 5,300 1,460 

x Tew 16estininster 414,150 6,825 13,600 
Prince Rupert 5,925 1,250 1,402 

x Iancouver 229,285 257,230 196 1 490 
ort 	Vancouver 3,000 5,130 1,270 

xVictor:.a 42379 66,54 56,968 
Total 	- 	58 Cities 6,035,212 4,148,889 3,482,915 

- - 	5,399,870 -- 3,4.'90 - 	,153,888 
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