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EXPLANATORY NOTES

When the second and all subsequent columns are blank,
it indicates that a ''nil" report was received or that
the value was less than $500.

(1) The figure "1", in the first columm of the table,

(2)

3)

indicates that only annual totals are given in
the memorandum covering the years 1951 to 1956.

The figure "2", in the second column of the table,
indicates that the report was not received from
the municipality in time for publication. Late
returns for the current month will be shown in the
memorandum for the following month.

The figure "3" in the first column of the table,

indicates the municipality was added to the survey
in 1958.

Abbreviations used -

Twp. - Township sV - Summer Village
Tp. - Township Dist. - District
MD. - Municipal District Reg. - Regulated




BUILDING PERMITS

March, 1958

This series of monthly memoranda, setting forth data on building permits issued by municipalities,
is intended to provide information on construction activity in relatively small areas, In order to provide
a comparison over time, a memorandum covering similar information for the same areas for the years 1951-1956
inclusive, has been prepared and is available on request.

The increasing interest in economic factors affecting the growth of small areas, both rural and
urban, has resulted in the Bureau receiving many requests for information concerning the value and volume of
building permits issued. Usually these requests are for data in specific areas and in the past,special com-
pilations had to be prepared to meet each individual request. This procedure is both time consuming and ex-
pensive., In addition, because of limited staff, delays are caused in the overall compilation processes. It
igs felt that by providing the information for all municipalities on a uniform basis, the users of the data
will have the information for the areas in which they are interested more quickly and at less cost than has
been possible up to now,.

One of the principal uses to which the data can be put is in appraising construction activity
within municipalities and to a lesser extent, within groups of municipalities over a period of months or
years. In cases where it is desirable to make comparisons between two municipalities, and no more suitable
information can be found, the data on numbers of residential dwelling units would be more likely to be com-
parable than that on total value of permits issued for new residential construction., But one would probably
want to know also something of the types of houses, such as whether one area was mainly low-cost as compared
with another area where the houses were principally of the luxury type. Even with the qualifications which
must be attached to building permit data, they still provide one of the few measures of current economic
activity available for small areas,

The material contained in this publication is compiled from data supplied by the issuing munici-
palities and therefore varies from municipality to municipality,with the terms of each individual by-law,
with the methods of estimating the value of construction for permit-issuing purposes and with the diligence
with which the terms of the by-law are applied., Information is not available on the permits allowed to lapse
without the work for which the permit was issued being completed.

For the convenience of the users of the material Quebec and Ontario have been divided into 10

regions each and Manitoba into 4 regions. 1In this way, data are available for the individual municipalities,
metropolitan areas, regions (Quebec, Ontario and Manitoba only), the provinces and for Canada.

BUILDING PERMITS ISSUED IN CANADA

RESIDENTIAL NON -RESIDENTIAL
%i‘;’ﬁ‘f gg‘;‘;}f apart- | oo il New | Repair| Totay | IPdus- | Commer- Ins“-:::lional i |
ings ings S kel - = Government
Units Thousands of Dollars

NFLD. 30 30 345 25 370 3 40 413
ROE,L T, 1 1 8 2 10 1 12 23
N.S. 39 3 23 65 529 75 604 27 193 326 1 1,151
N.B. 36 1 2 39 372 44 416 5 656 10 1,087
QUE. 728 418 | 1,775 | 2,921 19,233 645 | 19,878 998 3,542 7,147 26 31,591
ONT, 3,447 538 | 1,689 | 5,674/ 54,908| 1,422 | 56,330( 3,920 | 10,242 8,810 99 79,401
MAN, 249 24 52 325 2,840 124 2,964 113 593 727 1 4,398
SASK, 128 6 4 138, 1,359 104 1,463 73 2,961 49 3 4,549
ALTA. 1,003 67 226 | 1,296/ 11,046 224 | 11,270 420 2,975 820 22 15,507
B.C. 1,412 106 493 | 2,011] 18,196 834 | 19,030 666 2,229 5,550 43 27,518
CANADA | 7,073 1,163 | 4,264 |12,500| 108,836 3,499 |112,335| 6,226 | 23,443 23,439 195 | 165,638
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DEFINITIONS

The definitions used in this memorandum are the same as those used by the Dominion Bureau of
Statistics in classifying the data contained in Table 27 of the Canadian Statistical Review. These
are as follows:

Residential - includes only self-contained housing units and, therefore, excludes such structures as
barracks and dormitories,.

No. of units shown under Residential housing indicates the number of self-contained dwelling
units added. For example, if an apartment building is constructed and contains 6 apartments,
it will be shown as 6 dwelling units. When an existing structure is converted into additional
housing units, the number of units added i1s included. The values of the permits issued for
such conversions are included with new residential construction., Prior to January, 1957, the
values of these permits were included with repair residential construction,

Apartments include all multiple housing with 3 or more units such as triplexes, rows and
terraces,as well as apartments. For the years 1951 to 1955 inclusive triplexes were not
included in this group. Flats, regardless of number, that are part of a non-residential
structure are also included,

Single residential units includes only ope unit dwellings.

Double residential units includes all two unit dwellings such as doubles and duplexes. When
an existing single unit residential structure is converted into & two unit structure, the unit
added is included under double.

New Residential Construction includes the value of building permits issued for entirely new
residential work including detached and attached garages. The values of conversion permits
are also included in this group.

Repair Residential Construction includes permits issued for major alterations, improvements,
and additions as well as smaller types of repair,

This definition of repair is at variance with that used in Construction in canada(l) and
Private and Public Investment Outlook(Z)which clasgify major alterations, improvements and
additions as new construction and only those expenditures which return the structure to its
previous state, such as painting and pointing of brick work, are considered repair, when
this latter category of activity 1s covered by & building permit, it is included in the total
of repair,

Non-regidential - building as indicated by building permits contains industrial, commercial, institu-
tional and government building, Permits are issued for some engineering structures such as
broadcasting towers, oil refineries, oil tanks, swimming pools and road comnstruction, but the
incidence of these structures being covered by & building permit has been relatively rare, The
figures include both new and repair comstruction,

Industrial building includes building permits issued for structures that normally are used in
the following industries of the Standard Industrial Classification: agriculture, forestry,
fishing, mining manufacturing, construction, trangportation, storage, communications and public
utilities. Factories are the most common structure,

Commercial building includes building permits issued for structures that fall within the follow-
ing industries of the Standard Industrial Classification: trade, finance, insurance, real estate
and recreation, business and personal service.

Institutional and Government includes expenditures by community, public and government services.

Other includes structures that are not classified elsewhere,

(1) Published by the Dominion Bureau of Statistics.
(2) A joint publication of the Economics Branch of the Department of Trade and Commerce and the
Dominion Bureau of Statistics.
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BUILDING PERMITS

1957

(Annual Totals)

The following summary of building permits issued during 1957 will differ slightly from the
sum of the twelve monthly totals as published, due to the addition of late reports received from
some municipalities.

During 1957, building permits totalling $1,827,291,000 were issued by 900 Canadian munici-
palities or $589,000 less than the record level of 1956, Almost 49 per cent of the value of
permits issued or $892 million was for housing and covered 101,775 units, slightly less than in
1956, The number of apartments showed an increase of 29.5 per cent while the number of single
and double dwellings decreased by 11,0 per cent, Permits for repairs to residential structures
amounted to $60.8 million, a decrease of 11.9 per cent from 1956, Non-residential building
permits increased by 2.3 per cent in 1957 from the previous year, with industrial permits de-
clining by 1.4 per cent, commercial increasing by 4.7 per cent and institutional and government
building advancing by 4.3 per cent.

Table 1. Building Permits Issued in Canada, 1951-1957.

Table 2, Building Permits Issued in Canada, 1957, for each province and monthly
for Canada.

Table 3, Building Permits Issued in Canada, 1957, by type of structure. The table
gives the following detail: Residential - the number and value of new
units, units added by conversion and value of repair permits for single
dwellings, double dwellings and apartments, Industrial - factories,
utilities(l) and other(2). Commercial - stores, warehouses, garages
and service stations, office buildings, theatres and arenas(3), hotels
and motels, restaurants and other commercial structures. Institutional
and government - schools and seminaries, hospitals, govermment garages
and office buildings, churches, other govermment buildings(4) and other
institutional buildings(5).

(1) Utilities include buildings for electric, telephone and railway companies, waterworks,
broadcasting stations, grain elevators and passenger terminals,

(2) Other includes construction workshops, oil refineries and greenhouses,

(3) Theatres and arenas include all recreational buildings,

(4) Other government buildings include courthouses, gaols, fire and police stationms,

(5) Other institutional buildings include residences, social and welfare buildings,
and public halls,

EXPLANATORY NOTES

(1) In the Economic Area "Metropolitan" in Ontario,
"other" includes Metro Toronto, Nelson Township
and the Town of Burlington. The latter two
municipalities are shown individually as part
of Metro Hamilton,

(2) In the Economic Area 'Niagara" in Ontario,
"other" consists of Metro Hamilton excluding
Nelson Township and the Town of Burlington.
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TABLE 1. BUILDING PERMITS ISSUED, CANADA, 1951-1957
Residential Non-Residential Total
New Repair Institutional Residential
SRy Other Total Construc- | Construce~ Total Industrial | Commercial and Other and Non=
b tion tion Government Residential
Units Thousands of Dollars
UOSI oveieic /o = orote 8,000 | 51,526 59,526 402,483 42,321 444,804 114,151 148,239 148,124 5,266 860,584
HO52" e e aininiee 15,294 | 67,054 82,348 559,098 50,406 609, 504 100,570 181,102 164,171 7,051 1,062,398
1953 .ieveevnan 22,554 | 82,394 | 104,948 751,724 58,002 809,726 200,782 190,919 213,261 7,697 1,422,385
1L e 24,229 | 81,401 105,630 826,227 574295 883,522 175,675 186,540 265,083 10,365 1,521,185
LSO, . . o aieanlelele 25,376 | 93,685 119,061 968,025 62,937 1,030,962 195,735 253,544 310,746 13,619 1,804,606
HOS6..v..... v 23,573 | 80,058 | 103,631 902,084 71,438 973,522 221,601 326,227 296,359 10,171 1,827,880
HOBH) S CroeeisNe o oiokete 30,516 71,259 101,775 891,623 60,774 952,397 218,569 341,612 308,999 5,714 1,827,291
TABLE 2. BUILDING PERMITS ISSUED, 1957
Residential Non-Residential Total
Province Apart- | New Repair Institutional Residential
and Singles | Doubles o Total | Construc- | Construc~ | Total Industrial |Commercial and Other | and Non-
Month tion tion Government Residential
Units Thousands of Dollars
I

g::foun:;an: 950G 32; 1; ; 325 2,727 762 3,489 410 1,662 3,540 19 9,120
nce . Is. |, 3 | 336 30 366 24 393 72 - 855
Nova Scotia «... 484 104 342 930 ] 6,374 1,080 7,454 1,765 4,514 3,972 19 17,724
New Brunswick .. 487 72 33 592 5,718 12,32 7,034 2,390 4,060 8,940 133 22,557
Quebec +ocsve-ns 6,649 5,542 13,957 26,148 ! 185,410 12,300 197,710 62,104 52,802 77,052 1,006 390,674
Ontario cceeevn. 28,714 3,548 11,958 | 44,220 419,572 24,991 | 444,563 95,880 158,772 126,455 2,946 828,616
Manitoba ....... 2,501 184 381 3,066 27,517 2,577 30,094 9,463 23,249 11,523 96 74,425
Saskatchewan ... | 2,835 250 452 3087 || 83,239 2,482 35,721 5,132 11,716 13,086 113 65,768
Alberta =cccc*°* | 8 082 564 1,061 9,707 89,526 4,868 94,394 9,865 33,89 34,167 535 172,851
British Columbia 9,968 921 2,318 13,207 121,209 10,363 131,572 31,536 50,554 30,192 847 244,701
CANADA ....... 60,052 11,207 30,516 | 101,775 891,623 60,774 | 952,397 218,569 341,612 308,999 5,714 1,827,291
January ........ | 851 320 1,291 2,462 20,345 | 2,209 22,554 11,103 17,023 23,429 798 74,907
February ....... 1,357 612 2,021 3,990 32,840 | 2,539 35,379 14,872 18,875 1], 191 777 81,004
MErichel. . &, o0 | 3,580 1,085 1,867 6,532 | 56,744 | 4,093 60,837 17,883 18,739 19,316 326 117,101
/yors o] U 6,205 1,128 3,081 10,414 92,531 6,656 99,187 24,348 32,056 24,425 447 180,463
May ........ e 7,703 1,220 3,225 12,148 108,678 8,720 117,398 23,640 35,361 40,714 733 217,846
June] ... . geelie - 7,411 995 2,694 11,100 97,416 6,650 104,066 131, 287 35,071 28,544 251 181,719
THILY .oore. foxereteters 6,888 956 2,989 10,833 97,859 6,974 104,833 42,488 | 35,500 27,890 431 211,142
AUSHAIE . Jeore &o od 5,469 983 2,618 9,070 77,671 6,398 84,069 19,249 | 28,4122 25,524 343 153,307
September ...... 5,766 1,040 2,507 9,313 N R 82 137 5,994 88,191 17,403 34,636 26,885 607 167,722
October ...... oc 7,443 1,247 2,896 11,586 | 103,290 5,021 108,311 10,499 32,683 25,633 430 177,556
November ...... 4 5,090 1,040 2,978 9,108 | 78,891 3,385 82,276 14,136 22,639 19,847 267 1395165
December ....... 2,289 581 2,349 5,219 43,161 2,135 45,296 9 161t 34,907 35,691 304 125,359
TOTAL ........ 60,052 11,207 3506 WO AT 891,623 60,774 952,397 218,569 341,612 308,999 5,714 1, Y8 2P 250




TABLE 3,

BUILDING PERMITS ISSUED, 1957, BY TYPE OF STRUCTURE

(Values in Thousands of Dollars)

NFLD. PARGI, N.S. N.B. QUE, ONT., MAN, SASK, ALTA. B.Cr CANADA
SINGLE DWELLINGS
New - Units ............ SoOB0000T 305 27 484 487 6,645 28,709 2,501 2,835 8,081 9,967 60,041
= Walue wiriee e omere oo - SRk 2,610 257 4,541 5,377 71,930 315,987 24,221 29,439 80,338 100,418 635,118
Conversion - Units ..,...c.0ccusas - - - - 4 5 - - 1 1 11
- Value ..c.vvn0eensnn - - - - 32 18 - - 7 2 59
Repairs .........c00.0 ool s S¥eTe o ¥, 3% 755 30 962 1,266 9,724 22,545 2,390 2,367 4,648 9,613 54,301
Total Units ....ceceen.e 305 27 484 487 6,649 28,714 2,501 2,835 8,082 9,968 60,052
Tolalll Valluel. . . . .o siones . 3,365 287 5,503 6,643 81,686 338,550 26,611 31,806 84,993 110,033 689,477
DOUBLE DWELLINGS
New - Units ......ccvienincnnnnns 4 6 22 16 5,124 2,954 150 170 396 704 9,546
~AVialue: 8. .. e siee sie 51 44 178 126 38,501 22,239 1,098 1,200 3,000 5,349 71,786
Conversion - Units .............. 11 1 82 56 418 594 34 80 168 217 1,661
- Value .......00vcnue 44 1 185 118 1,354 1,605 99 203 441 607 4,657
Repairs ......ccc0.. 5000600 Goooo 8 - - 65 25 1,083 355 10 41 74 307 1,960
Total Units ........ 5000 15 7 104 72 5,542 3,548 184 250 564 921 11,207
Total Value ........0c0.. 95 45 428 269 40,938 24,199 1,207 1,444 3,515 6,263 78,403
APARTMENTS
New - Units ....vcvvvvvnnnnas - - = 5 234 5 13,424 11,452 368 399 909 2,144 28,940
=% Vialle! . popeaaerararersieaersTs rersrers - 30 1,180 30 72,092 78,413 2,059 2,282 515396 14,355 175,837
Conversion - Units ,.....c.00000. 5 4 108 28 533 506 13 53 152 174 1,576
- Value .......... 26 0d 22 4 290 62 1,501 1,310 40 115 344 478 4,166
Repalrs ......c00000cecscanns 500D 7 - 53 30 1,493 2,091 177 74 146 443 4,514
Total Units .....ve.en.. 5 9 342 33 13,957 11,958 381 452 1,061 2,318 30,516
Total Value ......c00.. 5 29 34 1,523 122 75,086 81,814 2,276 2,471 5,886 15,276 184,517
INDUSTRIAL
Factories, plants .......... 000 a 149 20 600 1,066 28,605 72,894 4,973 1,699 4,376 24,453 138,835
B £ 1le8l . . \uie o fevatetatole siofaia alololofs]o oo 250 4 1,103 1,259 9,597 21,780 4,434 3,341 5,182 5,601 52,551
Other .......... B XN - - - X 11 - 62 65 23,902 1,206 56 92 307 1,482 27,183
Total ......eeuce — 8 410 24 1,765 2,390 62,104 95,880 9,463 5,132 9,865 31,536 218,569
COMMERCIAL
Stores, retail, department ,..... 343 98 1,735 1,914 11,630 28,493 3,181 2,524 7,225 10,685 67,828
Warehouses .....c.cnveneenannn 80 G 374 11 590 941 10,172 16,116 2,761 1,979 4,963 6,529 44,436
Garages and service stations .,.. 106 67 382 369 6,199 13,921 961 1,196 3,693 4,722 31,616
Office buildings ............. IE 760 209 1,304 442 15,161 62,874 13,089 4,620 12,069 17,107 127,635
Theatres, arenads .......c.ccceeoes - - 212 56 5,422 6,784 736 111 1,936 6,386 21,643
Hotels, motels ......ceeevssceanns - 8 182 139 1,940 19,436 692 1,067 1,699 2,533 27,696
ResBtaurants ....c.ccoeeeeae oop 5 7 - 39 27 1,085 1,453 373 105 492 286 3,837
Other commercial (nec) .......... 72 - 70 172 1,223 9,695 1,456 114 1,813 2,306 16,921
Totall..... 500 0g00 e o 1,662 393 4,514 4,060 52,802 158,772 23,249 11,716 33,890 50,554 341,612
INSTITUTIONAL AND GOVERNMENT
Schools, seminaries ..... e nshikihe ol 2,195 - 644 1,220 38,904 62,264 6,840 4,899 22,738 14,525 154,229
Hogpitals, clinics ..ievvvvecvnnas 200 - 4 2,690 6,959 16,776 1,220 636 2,709 8,322 39,516
Government RATAZES ......oeeteans - 72 - 400 115 1,113 195 i7 38 6 1,956
Government office buildings ..... 12 - 953 2,626 15,194 6,678 196 880 1,910 752 29,201
Churches, 8yn&gogues .......eeos. 276 - 1,871 1,282 11,959 16,964 1,702 878 2,466 3,098 40,496
Other government buildings ...... - - 461 440 2,904 17,824 770 3,447 2,320 2,427 30,593
Other institutional buildings ... 857 - 39 282 1,017 4,836 600 2,329 1,986 1,062 13,008
Total ..... 5000 apora) + o1 3,540 72 3,972 | 8,940 77,052 126,455 11,523 13,086 34,167 30,192 308,999
OTHERS (NIGESC.) . sicieis shorel s ehonoporenore ohnl slors 19 - 19 133 1,006 2,946 96 113 535 847 5,714 13
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BUILDING PERMITS ISSUED IN CANADA
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