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EXPLANATORY NOTES

When the second and all subsequent columns are blank,
it indicates that a '"nil" report was received or that
the value was less than $500.

(1) The figure "1", in the first column of the table,

(2)

(3)

indicates that only annual totals are given in
the memorandum covering the years 1951 to 1956.

The figure "2'", in the second column of the table,
indicates that the report was not received from
the municipality in time for publication. Late
returns for the current month will be shown in the
memorandum for the following month.

The figure "3", in the first columm of the table,

indicates the municipality was added to the survey
in 1958.

Abbreviations used -

Twp. - Township 1Y - Summer Village
Tp. - Township Dist. - District
MD. - Municipal District Reg. - Regulated




BUILDING PERMITS

April, 1958

This series of monthly memoranda, setting forth data on building permits issued by municipalities,
8 intended to provide information on construction activity in relatively small areas. In order to provide
\ comparison over time, a memorandum covering similar information for the same areas for the years 1951-1956

Inc lusive, has been prepared and is available on request.

The increasing interest in economic factors affecting the growth of small areas, both rural and
irban, has resulted in the Bureau receiving many requests for information concerning the value and volume of
wuilding permits issued. Usually these requests are for data in specific areas and in the past,special com-
i lations had to be prepared to meet each individual request. This procedure is both time consuming and ex-
yensive. In addition, because of limited staff, delays are caused in the overall compilation processes. It
s felt that by providing the information for all municipalities on a uniform basis, the users of the data
yill have the information for the areas in which they are interested more quickly and at less cost than has

yeen possible up to now.

One of the principal uses to which the data can be put is in appraising construction activity
yithin municipalities and to a lesser extent, within groups of municipalities over a period of months or
rears. In cases where it is desirable to make comparisons between two municipalities, and no more suitable
nformation can be found, the data on numbers of residential dwelling units would be more likely to be com-
yarable than that on total value of permits issued for new residential construction. But one would probably
jant to know also something of the types of houses, such as whether one area was mainly low-cost as compared
yith another area where the houses were principally of the luxury type. Even with the qualifications which
nust be attached to building permit data, they still provide one of the few measures of current economic

1ctivity available for small areas,

The material contained in this publication is compiled from data supplied by the issuing munici-
yalities and therefore varies from municipality to municipality,with the terms of each individual by-law,
;ith the methods of estimating the value of construction for permit-issuing purposes and with the diligence
yith which the terms of the by-law are applied. Information is not available on the permits allowed to lapse

yithout the work for which the permit was issued being completed.

For the convenience of the users of the material Quebec and Ontario have been divided intc 10
-egions each and Manitoba into 4 regions. In this way, data are available for the individual municipalities,
setropolitan areas, regions (Quebec, Ontario and Manitoba only), the provinces and for Canada.

BUILDING PERMITS ISSUED IN CANADA

RESIDENTIAL NON-RESIDENTIAL
%::?ii g:zgi? 222::' Total New [ Repair | Total i:::?' 22:Ter' Instiszsional Other| TOTAL
ngs ings Government
Units Thousands of Dollars
FLD. 181 1 182 2,051 30| 2,081 3 8 64 2,156
E.I. 2 2 4 42 i 43 1 600 644
25 67 15 33 115 955 103 1,058 45 322 303 1 1,729
.B. 72 8 5 85 774 120 894 23 263 238 2 1,470
JE . 1,063 846 1,897 ( 3,806 | 25,135 | 1,560 | 26,695 | 1,187 4,79% 4,965 65 | 37,706
iT. 4,923 346 1,376 ) 6,645 | 65,438 | 2,495 | 67,933 | 4,336 | 10,328 26,635 180 109,412
N, 490 2% 270 787 | 6,567 311 | 6,878 372 1,203 1,023 7 9,483
\SK. 404 35 48 487 | 4,715 298 | 5,013 94 809 1,272 14 7,202
TA. 1,197 105 142 | 1,444 | 13,546 540 | 14,086 307 5,221 2,978 26 k22,618
C. 1,295 108 421 | 1,824 | 16,750 | 1,100 | 17,850 543 2,624 7,363 27 28,407
NADA [9,694 | 1,493 4,192 h5,379 ﬁ35,973 6,558 142,531 | 6,960 | 25,573 45,441 322 (220,827
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DEFINITIONS

The definitions used in this memorandum are the same as those used by the Dominion Bureau of
Statistics in classifying the data contained in Table 27 of the Canadian Statistical Review. These
are as follows:

Regidential - includes only self-contained housing units and, therefore, excludes such structures as
barracks and dormitories,

No. of units shown under Residential housing indicates the number of self-contained dwelling
units added. For example, if an apartment building is constructed and contains 6 apartments
it will be shown as 6 dwelling units. When an existing structure is converted into additiom
housing units, the number of units added is included. The values of the permits issued for
such conversions are included with new residential construction. Prior to January, 1957, the
values of these permits were included with repair residential construction.

Apartments include all multiple housing with 3 or more units such as triplexes, rows and
terraces,as well as apartments. For the years 1951 to 1955 inclusive triplexes were not
included in this group. Flats, regardless of number, that are part of a non-residential
structure are also included,

Single residential units includes only ope unit dwellings.

Double residential units includes all two unit dwellings such as doubles and duplexes, When
an existing single unit residential structure is converted into a two unit structure, the unm
added is included under double,

New Residential Construction includes the value of building permits issued for entirely new
residential work including detached and attached garages. The values of conversion permits
are algso included in this group.

Repair Residential Construction includes permits issued for major alterations, improvements,
and additions as well as smaller types of repair.

This definition of repair is at variance with that used in Construction in canada(1) and
Private and Public Investment Outlook(2)which classify major alterations, improvements and
additions as new construction and only those expenditures which return the structure to its
previous state, such as painting and pointing of brick work, are considered repair. When
this latter category of activity is covered by & building permit, it is included in the tota
of repair.

Non-residential - building as indicated by building permits contains industrial, commercial, institu
tional and government building. Permits are issued for some engineering structures such as
broadcasting towers, oil refineries, oil tanks, swimming pools and road constructiom, but th
incidence of these structures being covered by a building permit has been relatively rare,
figures include both new and repair construction.

Industrial building includes building permits issued for structures that normally are used {
the following industries of the Standard Industrial Classification: agriculture, forestry,
fishing, mining manufacturing, comstruction, transportation, storage, communications and pub
utilities. Factories are the most common structure.

Commercial building includes building permits issued for structures that fall within the fol
ing industries of the Standard Industrial Classification: trade, finance, insurance, real es
and recreation, business and personal service,

Institutional and Government includes expenditures by community, public and government servi

Other includes structures that are not classified elsewhere.

(1) Published by the Dominion Bureau of Statistics.
(2) A joint publication of the Economics Branch of the Department of Trade and Commerce and the
Dominion Bureau of Statistics,
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