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HOUSING BULLETIN NO. 11 

The number of dwelling units completed in Canada in the first eleven 
months of 19148 is estimated at 68,103. Thiring November, 9,701 units were completed, 
the highest total for any month so far in 1949. It is expected that the total for 
December will be even higher. 

In November, 7,795 units were startEd and the number under construction 
at November 30, 1948, was reduced to 61,093 units. 

NUMBER OF DWELLING UNITS COMPLETED 

FIRST ELEVEN MONTHS. 1948 

25.000  

RENTAL  

20.000 

NUMBER I OWNERSHIP 
OF 

COMPLETED 15.000 - /• 
DWELLING 
UNITS 

10.000 L... - 

5.000 

0 

MARITIMES 	QUEBEC 	ONTARIO 	PRAIRIES 	B.C. 

The average length of time required to build the dwelling unite completed 
in November was 6.0 months. This is no significant change from the October estimate 
of 6.1 mouths and only a slight increase over the low of 5.11 months reached In 
September. 

It is estimated from the types of dwelling units being constructed that 
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25% of those completed in the first eleven months of 19149  are for rental purposes 
and that the remainder will be owner-occupied. 
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These estimates, as well as other statistics contained in this bulletin, 
are the results of a nation-wide survey carried out each month by the Dominion 
Bureau of Statistics with the cooperation of the Central Mortgage and J!ousing 
Corporation. All metropolitan areas and urban centres with a population of 5,000 
or more are enumerated completely. Approximately 400 sample areas lying outside 
these municipalities are also chosen for complete enumeration. 

In some of the tables, there appears a column headed NadjustmentsN.  These 
adjustments can arise in various ways. For example, after a start on a dwelling 
has been made, construction may cease, or a structure when completed may contain 
more or less dwelling units than were reported when construction commenced, 



Table 1.- Construction of dwelling unite in Canada, 

the provinces, and metropolitan areas 

during the first eleven months of 194 

Under con- 
etruction 
January 1 

January 1 to November 30 
Adjustments 

Under con- 
struction 

November 30 Started Completed 

Canada 42,215 86,3148 b,103 + 	633 61 0 093 

rovinces; 

rince Edward Island 209 221 170 - 	1 259 
ova Scotia 2,161 3,01 2 2,226 4 	27 3,0014 
ew Brunwick 736 2,2141. 1,b914 - 	15 1,268 
uebec 9,07b 23,561 18,052 - 	1 1.0 114,5145 
)ntario 17,2143 28,690 23,935 + 	267 22,2b5 
Manitoba 2, 315 14,976 14 ,0714 21 3,196 
Saskatchewan 1,1469 3,3011 2,899 + 	20 1,8914 
Uberta 2,310 9,259 5,286 + 	263 6,5146 
British Columbia 6,69b 11,0511. 9,767 + 	133 

letropolitan Area 

[alifax 275 68j 1435 + 	5 532 
taint John 82 2911 119 - 	1 25b 
lontreal 4,4311 ii,981 1,6147 ' 	25 8,793 
,uebec si6 (07 981 14 5146 
Iamilton 887 1,3146 1,14o 30 1 0 12c 
.ondofl D143 98b 687 - 830 
)ttawa 973 1,089 1,212 + 	1214 9714 
oronto 3,1467 5,376 3,912 32 14,963 
indaor 535 1,007 632 - 910 

#innipeg 2,100 2,861 2,568 - 	21 2,3(2 
tancouver 14,365 6,7'23 6,229 } 	7 14,866 
Victoria - 	1,002 1,119 -- - 	1,211 4 	1 911 	- 
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Table 2.- Construction of dwelling units in rural and urban areas by regions, 

during the first eleven months of 19148 

Under con- 
struction 
January 1 

January 1 to November 30 

Adjustments 

Under con- 
structlon 

November 30 Started Completed 

anada 132,215 86,348 68,103 4. 	633 61,093 
urban 34,716 66,210 51,784 4. 	337 149,1479 

5000 or more 29,510 54,321 42,510 + 	140 41,361 
under 5000 5,206 11,889 9,27 4  4. 	297 8,118 

rural 7,1499 20,138 16,319 + 	296 11,6114 
non-farm 6,3114 15,1443 12,907 + 	3 8,853 
farm 1,185 ).4,695 3,)412 4 	293 2,761 

aritime Provinces 3,106 5,5014 149090 + 	11 4,53l 
urban 1,836 3,030 2,227 - 	 12 2,627 

5000 or more 1,1433 2,380 1,652 - 	 12 2,149 
under 5000 403 60 575 - 1478 

rural 1,270 2,14714 1,863 1 	23 1,9014 
non-farm 991 1,829 1,418 23 1,1425 
farm 279 6145 14145 - 1479 

,uebec 9,076 23,561 18,052 )4Q 14,545 
urban 7,866 18,941 1)4)452 4. 	10 12,365 

5000 or more 6,3214 16,231 11,63 14 66 10,855 
under 500o 1,5142 2,710 2,818 + 	76 1,510 

rural 1,210 14,620 3,600 - 	 50 2,180 
non-farm 9814 3,892 2 0 920 - 	 50 1,906 
farn 226 728 680 - 2714 

)ntario 17,2143 28,690 23,935 1 	267 22,265 
urban 12,857 20,3145 16,300 + 	168 17, 0 T0 

5000 or more 10,8147 17,882 13,670 4. 	147 15,206 
under 5000 2,010 2,1463 2,630 + 	21 

rural 14,386 8,3145 7,635 4 	99 5,195 
non-farm 3,795 6,871 6,1457 3 	30 14,239 
farm 591 1,14714 1,178 + 	69 956 

prairie Provinces 6,0914 17,539 12,259 4. 	262 11,636 
urban 5,879 114,094 9,874 4. 	38 10,137 

5000 or more 14,966 9,125 7,275 85 6,731 
under 5000 913 4,969 2,599 4 	123 3,1406 

rural 215 3,14145 2,385 4 	2214 1,1499 
•non-farm 126 1,635 1,276 - 1485 
farm 89 1 9 810 1,109 4. 	2214 1,oi14 

3ritish Columbia 6,696 11,0514 9,76f 4 	133 
urban 6,278 9,800 8 ,931  4 	133 7,280 

5000 or more 5,9140 8,703 8,279 4 	56 6,1420 
under 5000 338 1 1 097 652 4. 	77 860 

rural 1418 1,2514 836 - 836 
non-farm 1418 1,216 . 	 836 - 798 
farm 39 - 39 	- 



Table 3.- Monthly starts, first eleven months of 19148 

Canada and the provinces 

Jan. Feb. March April May June 

CANADA 1 9 675 1,894  3,109 8,2714 11, 1407 13,140 

Provinces 

Prince Edward Island - - 15 30 20 
ova Scotia 142 12 37 326 1439 47 

New Brunswick 11 - 3 1146 530 14g1 
.uebec 251 590  1,355 2,800 3,019 3,61 
Ontario 610 397  796 2,845 
Manitoba 51 21 55 231 9
Saskatchewan 14 14
Uberta 

21 9 n6 

3,7E
1.043 

 

80 98 72 214)4 
Colw8bia 

1,1
ritish 582 755 7814 1,551 1,0  

July August Sept. October Nov 

CA1ADA 9 9 6814 11 9 013 10,651 7,1437 (,795 

Provincesoo  

Prince Edward Island 143 93 13 - 7 
ova Scotia 3142 678 332 186 170 

New Brunswick 3146 16 3141 914 110 
uebec 2,227 29 270  3,079 2,075 2,282 
)ntario 3,773 3,361 3,673 2,759 2,9714 
Manitoba 582 955 553 237 292 
Saskatchewan 14714 516 286 587 90 
k].berta 769 1,619 1 9 413 687 1 ,254  
r1tish Columbia 1,128 1,3145 899 812 61E 
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Table 14.- Monthly completions, first eleven months of 19148 

Canada and the provinces 

Jan. Feb0 March April May June 

ANADA 3,736 3,778 14,055 6 ,729 6,2814 5,914E 

Provinces: 

'rince Edward Island. 9 27 36 6 16 
ova Scotia 614 105 82 129 191 3145 

New Brunswick 91 69 149 112 103 6 
uebec 5614 798 1,525 1,978 1,267 1,55E 
Ontario 1,5314 1,1451 1,113 2,708 2,803 2,175 
1anitoba 196 230 229 3214 503 1403 
Saskatchewan 1514 io6 129 233 296 23 
lberta 260 3140 255 361 1426 329 
ritisb Columbia 8614 679 6146 8148 689 - 	 817 

July August Sept. October Nov0 

CAXDA 6,073 6,97u  6,667 8,1614 9,701 

rovinces: 

'rince Edward Island 14 28 5 114 13 
ova Scotia 99 278 150 14014 379 
ew Brunswick 189 266 313 233 
uebec 2,06i 2,062 1,988  2,068 2,179 
)ntario 2,026 2,14014  1,67 14 2,923  3,1214 
(anitoba 297 301 537 306 1 148 
Saskatchewan 127 111+ 308 576  562 
1berta 196 302 691 520 1,6o6 
ritish Columbia 1,0147 1,232 1,0148 1,0140 857 
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Table.5.-. Dwelling units completed during November 

by time under construction for Cenada, 

the provinces and metropolitan areas 

Total 

MONTHS 
year 

or more unknowr 13 14..6 - 79 1012 

CANADA 9701 2,061 14,815 1,398  396 968 6 

Provinces 

Prince Edward Island 15 1 7 2 5 
ova Scotia 379 614 190  23 2 100 

New Brunswick 233 814 1142 14 2 1 
.uebec 2179 369 998 623 56 
Ontario 312 14 6142 1,1125 1438 256 302 61 
Manitoba 48 123 5147 31 9 36 2 
Sskatchewan 562 338 1147 3 2 72 
Alberta 1,6o6 279 1,075 66 14 172 - 

British Columbia 857 i6i 2814 208 55 1149 

tetropolitan Ares0 

lalimax (2 114 35 20 2 1 
Saint John 10 7 3 - - 

4ontreal 1,055 79 33U 551 40 55 
Quebec 133 58 15 56 
Hamilton 71 2 42 7 12 8 
London 56 8 50 10 ' 	 6 2 - 

)ttawa 223 12 56 149 7 99 
Toronto 14714 1414 185 99 76 69 
indsor 1314 1 79 25 25 14 

Winnipeg 321 32 212 31 8 jb 2 
Vancouver 569 111 206 137 30 85 - 

Victoria - 172 - 22  31 9 57 1 	- 



Table 6..- Dwelling units completed during November by time under 
construction, as a percentage of total completions 

for Canada and regions* 

Total 

MONTHS  1 	year 
or more 1-3 14-b 7-9 1012 

CANADA 100 21 50 15 14 10 

Regions: 

4aritimes 100 214 514 5 1 16 
Q,uebec 100 17 146 29 2 6 
Ontarie 100 21 41 14 8 10 
Prairies 100 25 61 3 1 10 
British Columbia 100 - 19 33 214 7 17 

Dwellings for which the length of time under construction is unknown 
at been omitted from the calculation of percentages. 

Table 7.- Completions by month by average time wider construction 

Jan.. Feb. Mar. Apr. May June July Aug Sep. Oct. Nov. 

CANADA. 7.7 6.8 7.1 7.2 7.2 5.8 6.i 6.2 5.4 b.1 b.c 

6.c 7.5 9.5 b.8 6..i .6 6.14 5.5 5.14 6. i b.7 L 6 .8 14.5 6.o 6.6 7.]. 6.2 )4.5 14.6 4.2 5..]. 6.1 
8.7 7.1 74 7.2 6.. 7.1 7.14 b..ø 7.0 6.6 5.7 
6.j 7.2 7.5 j.9 8.1 705 6.9 b.3 14.9 5.1 5.5 
8.1 8.2 8.0 0 8.1 6.b 1.0 7.7 6.3  7.7  1.8 
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Table .- Completions during the first eleven months of 1949 by type of dwelling, 
for Canada and the Provinces 

total 
one-family 
detached 

two.iami1y 
detpctted 

rov or 
terrace 

apartment 
or flat other 

ANADA 6g,io3 55,5714 3,972  1,1457 b,902 19 

rovthcos 

rince Edward Is:iand 170 150 20 - 

ova Scotia 2,226 2 9 0145 14 177 - 

New Brunswick 1 0 6914 1 9  499 122 56 
uebec i$,052 8 0 655 3, 198  11396  4,b2 121 
Ontario 23,935 22,1429 2914 57 1,139 16 
Manitoba 14,0714 3,881 40 153 
saskatchewan 2,999 2,889 2 s 
iberta 5,286 14922 208 156 
3ritlsh Columbia 9,767 9115 108 539 5 

Table 9- Rental units completed under the nnagment of 
Central Mortgage and Housing Corporation 

durinm the first eleven months of 

total 
single 

dweJ.11igs 
two-family 
detached 

apartments 
or flats other 

CANADA 6,787 6,296 lb 1475 - 

Erovince s 

rince Edward Island - - 

ova Scotia - - - 

New Brunswick  
,uebec 46 1470 A 230 - 

)ntario 2,835 2,615 - 220 - 

4anitoba 603 b03 - - 

Saskatchewan 792 792 - - - 

Uberta b76 676 - - - 

rit1sn Columbia 9914 969 - 
25 - 

A Wartime Housing Limited and Rousing Enterprises Limited 
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Table 10- Construction of dwelling unita during 

the first elcvrn - onthe of 1940 

in urban centres of 5000 or more 

Under con- 
struction 
January 1 

January 1 	to 	November 30 

Adjustments 

Under con- 
structlon 

November 30 Started Completed 

>rince £dward Island 
Cherlottetown 59 01 77 - 63 
Suinmerside 10 14 9 - 	1 14 

1ova Scotia: 
Arnherat 9 56 7 - 50 
Halifax 275 607 1435 + 	5 532 
New Glasgow 32 76 17 - 91 
Springhill 9 314 10 - 25 
Stellarton 10 79 10 - 	1 70 
Sydney 532 210 311 1439 
Truro 67 1143 127 - 03 
Yarmouth 10 51 23 - 146 

New Brunswick: 
Campbelltoa 91 65 106 - 50 
£dinundston 19 55 57 - 	i 
fredericton 123 263 123 11 252 
Moncton 97 264 213 - 	2 146 
Saint John 02 294 119 - 	1 256 

ue b ec: 
Asbestos 13 139 04 - 	14 64 
Chicoutimi 15 82 60 - 29 
Drummondvtlle 115 140 132 - 61 
Granby 87 io6 155 - 	2 36 
Orand'Mere 27 156 126 - 	It 53 
Hull 108 106 1110 - 	1 145 
Joliette 614 110 121 - 53 
Jonquiere 36 105 iO4 - 37 
Kenogami it 24 16 - 12 
Lachute 5 73 5 - i6 9 
LaTuque 15 39 lit - 
Magog 10 29 31 - 0 
Montreal 4,4314 11 ,901 ,647 4 25 8,793 
Quebec 816 707 901 4 	4 5146 
Rimouski 33 131 100 - 64 
Riviere du Loup 18 35 4o 13 
Roijyn 36 - 36 
St. Ryacinthe 40 127 lib 1 50 
St. Jean 20 125 55 - 90 
St. Jerome 29 111 96 - 44 
St. Joseph d'Alma 10 120 109 - 21 
St. Joseph d.c 

Grantham 9 - 	100 - 	61 	- - 49 - 
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Under con- 
struction 
January 1 

January 1 to 	November 30 

Adjustments 

Under con- 
struction 

November 30 
_____________ 

Started 
_____________ 
Completed 

uebec: 	(conci'd) 
Shawinigan Falls 62 1811 1149 - 114 83 
She rbrooke 129 1453 1435 4. 	1 148 
Sorel 11 26 13 - 211 

Thetford Mine& 14 145 33 7 9 
Trois Rivieres 119 6142 1155 33 270 
Valleyfield. 28 85 92 - 	2 19 
Victoriaville 81 162 197 - 12 314 

)ntario 
Barrie 50 121 90 - 58 
Belleville ii6 14146 212 - 350 
Brainpton 147 30 149 - 28 
Brantford 228 250 268 2340 
Brockville 2$ 1414 35 37 
Chatham 1143 197 156 - 1511 
Cobourg 29 1024 35 - 95 
Colllngwood 82 56 97 - 141 
Cornwall 63 1117 139 4. 	1 72 
Dundas 11 36 21 - 26 
Fort Erie 19 b2 23 - 	1. 57 
Fort Frances 22 148 38 32 
Fort William 1214 285 i6o 2149 
Gait 172 100 173 99 
Guelph 163 189 185 4. 	7 1714 

Hamilton 887 1,3146 1 9 1140 3 30 1,123 
Hawke&iry 5 27 19 -  
Ingersoll 33 32 27 - 	4 31+ 
Kenora 49 21 38 - 32 
Kingston 153 195 194 - 1514 
Kitchener 1122 507 482 + 	14 751 
Leamington 39 61 bO 
Lindsay 714 47 89 32 
London 5143 986 687 - 12 930 
Midland 70 211 77 - 17 
Niagara Falls 189 3711 263 - ii 289 
North Bay 146 120 67 - 	3 96 
Orillia 36 115 71 + 	3 
Oshawa 156 214 229 - 	24 137 
Ottawa 973 1,089 1,212 4.1214 9714 
Owen Sound 88 125 i146 67 
Parry Sound 3 13 15 - I 
PemDroke 23 136 53 - io6 
Peterborough 161+ 359 175 - 12 336 
Port Arthur V7 296 205 - 15$ 
Port Colborne 22 22 20 - 	2 22 
Port Hope 714 61 86 - 49 

-_Preston 43 26 41 - 	1 27 
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Under con- 
struction 
'January 1 

January 1 to November 30 
Adjustments 

Under con-
etruction 

!4ovember 30 Startea Completed 

)ntario: 	(ConolUd) 
Bent rev 10 77 22 - 65 
St. 	Catharines 293 518 1420 - 	7 3814 
St. Thomas 35 167 59 - 	2 141 
Sarnia 215 596 515 - 495 
Sauit Ste. Marie 188 333 316 205 
Simcoe 140 62 58 - 1411 
Smith's Pails 9 39 15 - 33 
Stratford 52 1314 56 - 130 
Sudbury 614 202 1149 - 	2 115 
Thorold 35 103 414 j 914 
Timmins io6 55 1214 - 37 
Toronto 3,1467 5,376 3,912 3 32 14,963 
Trenton 110 1113 171 - 82 
Welland. 82 223 145 3 	8 As 
Whitby 145 26 115 - 26 
windsor 53 1,007 632 910 
Woodetocic 714 172 108 - 13$ 

Man iba; 
Brandon b3 179 107 135 
Portage la Prairie 26 14 27 - 3 
Winnipeg 2,100 2,861 2,568 - 21 2,372 

Sastchevan 
Moose Jaw 110 135 122 114 137 
North Battleford 65 Go 62 1 514 
Prince Albert b3 157 90 2 12$ 
Regina 337 323 1105 - 12 2143 
Saslcatoon 1436 526 Jul 118 213 
Swirt Current 614 1115 2 6 iii 
Weyburn 7 70 20 - 57 
Yorkton 59 163 108 - 1114 

Ub ert a 
Calgary jo6 1,706 1,1511 - 	6 1,252 
Edmonton 581 2,253 1,1428 14 1,1102 
Lethbridge 173 295 201 - 	1 266 
Medicine Hat 176 2118 190 - 2314 

ritish Columbia: 
Iamloope 53 142 61 2 26 
Xelowna 103 185 186 - 	2. iQo 
Nanaimo 177 188 i914 - 171 
Nelson 16 22 20 - 18 
Prince George 115 22 136 1 
Prince Rupert 10 1 b - 5 
Trail 52 229 10 11 3 148 225 
Vancouver 14,365 6,723 6,229 7 4 9 866 
Vernon 147 172 126 - 	1 92 
Victoria 1,002 1,119 1,211 4 	7 917 
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Appendix 1 	Definitions 

(a) Coverage 

The count of dwellings which are started, completed and under construction 
includes only new residential construction intended for year-round ocCupancy. This 
means that seasonal dwellings such as summer cottages, ski shacks, etc., are not 
cou.nted. Yurthermore, dwellings which are occupied, even if unfinished, are regarded 
as completed for the purposes of this surveya 

(b) Type of dwelling 

The definitions which epply to the different tyDes  of dvelling are as 
fo1lows 

(i) 1-family detached: a one-family houee open on all four 
sidee, le, not Joined to other 
but idings; 

(ii) 2-family detached: 

(iii) row or terraces 

40 apartment or flat: 

LV) 	othe2i 

a two-femily houce which contains 
only two the1ling units, either one 
above the othcr open on all four 
sides, or two units side by side 
each. open on three sides, sometimes 
known as a semi-detached house; 

a one-family or two-family house in 
a row of three or more attached 
houses with common or adjacent walls; 

an apartment or flat is a) a rest-
dential structure containing three 
or more dwelling unite, or M a 
structure used for business purposes 
which contains one or more dwelling 
units e.g., living quarters in an 
office building or factory, lting 
quarters over a store, etc); and 

any type of dwelling which does not 
rail into one of the above cle.ccifi-
cations. 

\C.) 

 

For the purpose of this survey, a dwelling unit is defined as the living 
quarters occupied by one household or family. The number of dwelling units in a 
structure will be the number of households the structure is intended to accommodnte. 

(d) 	For the purpose of this survey, a farm must contain at least one acre and 
must yield agricultural produce valued at $5u or more per year. 
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Appendix 2 : Reliability of the estimates 

Since the estimates in this report are partially based in a 
sample survey, they are subject to sampling variability. This sampling 
variability is not present in the data on the municipalities if 5,000 
and over. When the estimates include an element derived from the sample 
survey, the sampling error increases as the size of the estimate decreases. 
Care sh.u]d be taken, therefore, in interpreting the precision of some of 
the estimates. The estimate of unfinished dwellings for the whole of 
Canada should be within 5 percent of the figure which would have been 
•btained from a complete count. 

The estimates presented in the tables are shown to the last 
digit instead of being rounded, not because they are aesumed to be 
accurate to the last digit, but rather for convenience in summation and 
economy in processing the tabulations. 

In addition to sampling variation, all the estimates are subject 
to errors of enumeration However, these should be very small as the 
survey for the most part can be carried on without interview with a con-
sequent elimination mf all types of respondent error. . complete count by 
the same enumerators would contain the same enumerative error. 

Appendix 3 : Metropolitan areas 

Some cities in Canada have reasonably we].l-def tried suburban 
areas which, for the purposes of the survey of starts and completions of 
dwelling units, have been included under the name of the principal city. 
A list of the municipalities included in these metropolitan areas was 
given in Housing Bulletin No. 1, pp. 13-15. 
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