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The number of dwelling units completed in Canada in the first seven 
months of 1949 is estimated at 36,601. In each month since April, starts have 
exceeded completions and the number under construction has increased to 55,696 
at July 31. During July, construction was commenced on 9,681 dwelling units, a 
reduction from the high for the year of 13,1409  recorded in June. On the other 
hand completions continued at the rate of about 6,000 per month. 

STARTS AND COMPLETIONS 
FIRST SEVEN MONTHS OF 1948 
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The average length of time required to complete a dwelling unit has 
fallen to 6.2 months for July completions. At this rate the completions in the 
next few months should reflect the large number of starts which have been made 
since the beginning of April. 
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It is estimated, from the types of dwellings being constructed that 
30% of the dwelling units completed In the first 7 months of 1948  are for rental 
purposes. The remainder will be owner occupied. 

NUMBER OF DWELLING UNITS COMPLETED 
FIRST SEVEN MONTHS OF 1948 
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These estimates, as well as other statistics contained in this 
bulletin, are the results of a nation—wide survey carried out each month by 
the Dominion Bureau of Statistics with the cooperation of the Central )4ort-. 
gage and Housing Corporation. All metropolitan areas and urban centres with 
a population of 5000 or more are emimerated completely. Approximately 1400 
sample areas lying outside these municipalities are also chosen for complete 
enumeration. 

In some of the tables, there appears a column headed "ad3u.stments. 
These adjustments can arise in various ways. For example, after a start on 
a dwelling has been made, construction may cease, or a structure when com-
pleted may contain more or less dwelling units than were reported when 
construction commencet. 



Table le= Construction of dwelling unite In Canada, 

the provinces, and metropolitan areas 

during the first seven months of 1948 

Under con 
struction 
January 1 

Jan 1 to July 31 Adjust 
ments 

Under con-
struction 
July 31 Started Completed 

CANADA 142,215 )49,)452 36 9 601 4 	620 55,686 

Provinces 

Prince Edward Island 209 108 110 1 206 
Nova Scotia 2,161 1 9 676 1901.5 + 	23 2,845 
New Brunswick 736 1520 693 - 	13 1,550 
iebec 9,076 13,855 9,755 - 	1 13 9 175 

Ontario 17,2143 15,923 13,81x 4 	149 19,505 
Manitoba 2,315 2,939 2,182 3 3,069 
Saskatchewan 1,1469 1 9 825 1,279 4 	68 2,083 
Alberta 2,310 14,22)4 2,167 4 	270 14,637 
British Columbia 6,696 7,382 5,590 128 

Metropolitan Areas0 

Halifax, NS0 275 386 211 = 420 
Saint John, LB 82 177 73 .1 185 
Montreal, Q,ue0 14,1434 6,883 4,)52t 23 6,813 
Q,u.ebec, Q.ue 816 1452 6142 626 
Hamilton, 0nt 887 741 597 4. 	32 1,063 
I,ondon, 	OfltQ 543 567 517 6 587 
Ottawa, Ont0 973 717 685 6 999 
Toronto, Ont- 3,1467 3,124 2,1149 14 14 9 1438 
Windsor, Ont0 535 456 341 60 
Winnipeg, Man0 2,100 1,1486 1,7143 = 	3 1,840 
Vancouver, LC 14,365 14 9 380 3,659 4 	7 5,093 
Victoria, BoC 1,002 669 671 1,000 
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Table 2- Construction of dwelling unite in rural and urban areas 

by regions, during the first 8even months of 1948 

Under con- 
struction 
January 1 

_.! 	1 to July 31 Afast 
mente 

Under con-
structien 
July 31 Started Completed 

CAMDA 112,215 49,452 36,601 ' 	620 55,686 
urban 314,716 36 4,986 29,3211 ' 	 300 112,678 

5000 or more 29,510 30,497 211663 = 	16 35,328 
under 5000 .5 4,206 6,1489 11p661. 4 	316 7 9 350 

rural 7,1.199 12, 14.66 7,277 ' 	 320 13,008 
non-farm 6,311l. 9,133 5,803 4 	27 9,671. 
farm 1,185 3,333 1,4711. 4 	293 3,331 

Maritime Provinces 3,106 3004 1,818 4 	9 4 9-60l 
urban 1,836 1,556 1,161 = 	iii. 2,217 

5000 or more 1,1433 1,2611. 888 = 	14 1,795 
under 5000 11.03 292 273 = 422 

rural 1,270 1,7 )48 657 4 	23 2,3811. 
non=farm 
fare 

991 1,308 
11140 

586 4 	23 1,736 
b148 279 71 

Q.uebec 9,076 13,855 9,755 1 
urban ,866 11037 7,963 4 	349 11 9 2d9 

5000 or more 6,324 90590  6,563 27 9,324 
under 5000 1,5142 1,147 i,3400 76 1,965 

rural 1,210 2,518 1,792 50 1,886 
non-farm 9811 2,036 1,2811. 50 1,66 
farm 226 3482 508 200 

Ontario 1.7,2343 15,923 13,809 4 	1149 19,506 
urban 1.2,857 10,961 9,918 . 	26 13,932 

5000 or more 10,8)47 9,3911 8,105 4 	5 12,1141 
under 5000 2,01.0 1,573 1,S11 4 	21 1,790 

rural 14,386 14,956 3,891 c 	123 5,574 
non-farm 3,795 3,872 3,339 2 	511 34,382 
farm 591. 1,0811. 552 69 19192  

Prairie Provinces 6,094 8,988 5,629 335 9,788 
urban 5,879 6,618 5,072 111 7,536 

5000 or more 	. 4,966 4
, 721  14,275 32 5,380 

under 5000 913 111897 796 4 	143 2,157 
rural 215 2,370 557 224 2,252 

non-farm 126 1,081 2114 993 
farm 89 1,289 343 . 	 2211 1,259 

British Columbia 6 9 696 7,382 5690 128 8,61.6 
urban 	. 6,278 6,508 5,210 128 1 ,7A 

5000 or more 5,9140 5,528 14 9 832 52 ,68 
under 5000 ~ 39  980 378 76 i,oi6 

rural 1,8 g14 38u .. 912 
non-farm 141.8 836 380 - 8711 
farm 39 - = 311 
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Table 3- Monthly starts and completions, first seven months 

of 1948,  Canada and the provinces 

STARTS 

Jan Feb March April May June July 

CANADA 1,675 1,8911 3,109 8,274 11,1407 13,1409 9,6811 

Provincea 

Prince Edward Island 15 30 20 143 
Nova Scotia 112 12 37 326 439 1478 342 
New Brunswick ii 3 1116 530 484 3116 
Quebec 251 590 1,355 2900  3,019 3,613 2,227 
Ontario 6io 391 796 2,84'c 3,762 3,7140 3,773 
Manitoba 51 21, 53 231 958 1,0143 582 
Saskatchewan 148 21 9 u6 1460 697 
Alberta 80 98 72 244 1 0 137 18214 769 
British Columbia 582 755 '7814 1,551 1,072 1,510 1,128 

COMP1ET IONS 

Jan Feb March April May June July 

CANADA 3,736 3,778 14,055 6,729 6,2814 5,946 6,073 

Provinces 

Prince Edward Island 9 27 36 6 18 111 
Nova Scotia 614. 105 82 129 191 3115 99 
New Brunswick 91 69 119 112 103 69 200 
quebec 5611 798 1,525 1,978 1,267 1,556 2,067 
Ontario 1,5314 1,1451 1,113 2,708 2,803 2,175 2,026 
Manitoba 196 230 229 3211 503 1403 297 
Saskatchewan 1514 106 129 233 296 234 127 
Alberta 260 3110 255 361 1426 329 196 
British Columbia 864 679 646 949 689 817 1,0117 



Table 	- Monthly completions during the first seven months of 19 

by average length of time under construction, 

for provinces and metropolitan areas 

Average Time under Construction 
(in_months)  

- Jan Feb March April May June July 

CANADA 7.3 7,1 7 , 5 77 7.2 68 62 

Provinces: 

Prince Edward Island 703 8.6 8,8 7.5 5.1 1100 
Nova Scotia 5.2 87 10.7 8.7 69 78 119 
New Brunswick 6.i 73 8.5 7.1 14.9 7.5 ~ -3  
Quebec 7.3 5.9 6.9 7.2 7.1 6c2 i 
Ontario 7.1 6,9 73 74 6. 7.1 7.14 
Manitoba 6.0 7.0 7.5 57 8.2 7.9 7.6 
Saskatchewan 7,4 7.6 7.6 5,7 7.9 6.2 6.2 
Alberta 6.5 71 7 .6 5.0 5.2 8.1 6.5 
British Columbia 5.1 8.2 5.3 8.3 8,1 6.6 7.0 

Metropolitan Areas: 

Halifax, NS 6.6 6.6 9.0 5.5 7.1 1100 9.5 
Saint John, NB 2.5 6,14 8.2 63 5.0 5.0 10.7 

Montreal, Que. 8.0 59 76 7.6 7.5 6:6 7e 
Quebec, Q.ue 7o3 7.14 6,4 5.9 7.9 7.6 6. 
Hamilton, 0nt 52 9;1 818 5,3 8.8 102 8-9 
London, Ont. 9.14 66 6,5 7.0 6.7 614 6.9 
0ttawa, Ont. 7 , 7 66 72 7.2 8.5 10.7 9.0 
Toronto, Ont. 722 6:9 7.9 7.5 10.0 5.9 5.5 
Windsor, Ont, 69 6.5 72 5.0 7 , 3 6.9 74 

inMpeg, Man. 6.2 7.6 7.6 8.5 5.9 9.9 10-5 
Vancouver, B C 8 2 8 3 8 14 8 3 93 7 6 7 1 
Victoria, BC, 5.8 9.0 5:5 8.8 76 78 8.0 

A no completions 



dczi,ne, Juiy by time under coflet r, 	n 

:r C.:.r-d 	tly:v:rc.es 	rd met ropol 	n areas 

Total 

months 
1 	year 
or more unown 1-3 146 19 10-42 

CANADA 6,073 2,197  773 1,3145 596 517 6145 

Provinces 

Prince edward Island 114 
Nova Scotia 99 2 32 23 18 1414 -' 
New Brunswick 200 138 1 57 1 3 - 

ebec 2,067 1,21414 2141 3514 1.70 58 
Ontario 2,026 299 151 593 209 126 6142 
ManItoba 297 120 7 143 52 72 3 
Saskatchewan 127 59 3 38 13 114 
Alberta 196 59 1.0 86 35 6 
.Britieh Columbia 1,0147 276 3142 15] 814 1914 

t{etropoli tan Areas 

Halifex, NoS0 146 11 15 9 11 
Saint John, N0 6 14 1 1 
Montreal, Que (80 181 137 266 i14i 55 
quebec, Q,ueo 105 10 143 145 7 
Ia1ni1ton, Onto 54 2 16 17 12 7 
London, Out0 32 14 10 13 5 
Ottawa, Out0 11$ 6 22 1414 28 18 
Toronto, Out0 279 23 19 un 53 1 3 
Windsor, Out0 109 16 1 56 23 5 $ 
Winnipeg, Man0 	. 203 27 7 142 52 72 3 
Vancouver, BC 653 129 265 80 69 110 - 
Victoria, B0Co 6 15 7 5 9 



Table 6- Dwelling unite completed during July by time under 

construction, as a percentage of total completions 

for Canada and regions* 

Total 

months 
-- 1 	year 

or more 1-3 1_6 7-9 10-12 

CA1ADA 100 lO 11 25 11 10 

Begions: 

Maritimes 100 115 4 26 10 15 
Qebec 100 60 12 17 5 3 
Ontario 100 22 11 113 15 9 
Prairies 100 39 3 27 16 15 
British Columbia 100 26 33 iii S 19 

* Dwellings for which the length of time under construction is 
unknown have been omitted from the calculation of percentages. 
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Table 7o- Completions during the first seven months of 19148 

by type of dwelling, for Canada and the Provinces 

total 
one-family 
detached 

two-family 
detached 

row 	or 
terrace 

apartment 
or flat other 

CANADA 36,601 29,673 1,818 6514 14,383 73 

Provinces: 

Prince Edward Island 110 110 - 

Nova Scotia 1,015 875 14 136 - 

New Brunswick 693 679 10 
- 3 1 

Quebec 9755 14,456 1,5514 599 3,089 57 
Ontario 13,810 12,962 1614 51 622 U. 
Manitoba 2,182 2,027 36 - 119 - 

Saskatchewan 1,279 1,271 - - 8 - 

4berta 2,167 2,071 18 - 78 - 

British Columbia 5,590 5,222 36 328 14 

Table 8.- Rental units completed under the management of 

Central Mortgage and Housing Corporation 

duriIg the first iev.n months of 19148* 

tstai 
single 

dwellings - 

apartments 
or flati other 

CANADA 5,352 5,039 313 - 

Provinces: 

Prince Edward Island - - - 

Nova Scotia - 

New Brunswick 171 171 - 

Quebec 618 1432 i6 
Ontario 2,309 2,207 102 - 

Manitoba 603 603 - - 

Saskatchewan 612 612 - 

Alberta 1495 1495 - 

British Columbia 51414 519 25 - 

* Wartime Housing Limited and Housing Enterprises Limited 
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Table 9- Conetniction of dwelling units during 

the first seven months of 19148 

iu urban cent res of 5000 or more 

Under COD. 
struction 
January 1 

Jan 1 to  July 11 
________ 	- Adjust- 

ments 

Under cci-
struction 
July 31 Started Completed 

Prince edward Islaid: 
Charlottetown 59 148 314 - 73 
Summer side 10 14 6 - 	1 7 

Nova Scotia: 
Amherst 9 25 5 - 29 
Halifax 275 386 2141 - 142() 
New Glasgow 32 12 12 - 32 
Springhill 9 17 14 - 22 
Stellarton 10 9 6 - 13 
Sydney 532 119 1141 - 510 
Truro 67 614 63 - 68 
Yarmouth 18 27 7 - 38 

New Brunswick: 
Cainpbelltoa 91 7 90 - 8 
Edniu.ndstoa 19 31 15 - 	1 314 
Fredericton 123 176 107 - 	11 181 
Moncton 97 162 $14 - 175 
Saint John 82 177 73 - 	1 185 

Quebec: 
Asbestos 13 69 29 - 53 
Chicoutimi 15 48 27 - 36 
Driunmoadville 145 79 76 - 148 
Graaby 87 75 101 - 	2 59 
Grancl'Mere 27 113 145 - 95 
Hull 108 80 96 - 	1 91 
Joliette 614 67 75 - 56 
Jonqui ore 36 511 29 - 61 
Kenogami 14 22 - - 26 
Lachute 5 60 11 16 38 
LaTuque 15 1 9 - 7 
Magog 10 21 11 - 20 
Montreal 14,14314 6 0 883 14,527 4 	23 6,813 
Quebec 816 1452 6212 - 626 
Rimouski 33 89 147 - 75 
Riviere du Loup 18 19 20 - 17 
Rou.ya 36 - - 36 
St. Hyaciathe 148 814 61 71 
St. Jea* 28 54 30 - 52 
St. Jerome 29 88 55 - 62 
St. Joseph d'Alma 1C 62 10 - 62 
St. Joseph de Graathaa 9 42 29 - 23 



12 

1 

IJ*der con 	
Jan 1 to June 31 atructioa 

January 1 	Started 	Completed 
Adju8t- 
ments 

Under con-
struction 
July 31 

Qiebec (conc1 1 d) 
Shawinigan Ealle 62 	11 14 70 - 	2 1014 
Sherbroolce 129 	3114 203 + 	1 2141 
Sorel 11 	5 10 - 6 
Phetford Mines 14 	29 13 - 20 
Trois 	Rivieres 119 	1487 166 - 	30 1410 
Valleyfield 28 	59 37 - 50 
Victoravi11e 81 	120 135 - 66 

Oat ario 
Barrie 50 	85 146 - 89 
Beileville i16 	1814 108 - 192 
brainpton 147 	17 1414 - 20 
Bra*tford. 228 	96 179 - 1145 
Brockville 28 	16 23 - 21 
Chatham 1143 	68 100 - lii 
Cobourg 29 	15 29 - 15 
Collingwood 82 	16 68 - 30 
Cornwall 63 	93 83 +1 714 
J.)undas 11 	19 11 19 
Fort Zrle 19 	149 114 - 	1 53 
Fort ñ'rancee 22 	27 20 - 29 
Fort William 1214 	167 96 - 195 
Gait 172 	60 111R - 81 
Guelph 163 	149 13 - 78 
Hamilton 887 	7141 597 T 	32 1O63 
Hawkeery 5 	i6 5 - 16 
Ingersoll 33 	17 23 - 	3 211 

Kenora 149 	21 38 - 32 
Kigstoa 153 	92 120 125 
Kitchener 1422 	333 265 + 	5 1495 
L€amiagton 39 	35 36 - 38 
Lindsay 714 	28 714 - 28 
London 5143 	567 517 - 	6 587 
Midland. 70 	16 72 - 114 
Niagra Falls 189 	163 177 - 	12 163 
North Bay 146 	98 214 - 120 
Orillia 36 	311 142 4 	3 31 
Cshawa 156 	1149 11414 1 160 
Ottawa 973 	717 685 6 999 
Owen Sound 88 	99 99 - 88 
ParrySound 3 	7 1 9 
Pembroke 23 	141 20 1414 
Peterborough 1614 	167 1142 - 	2 187 
Port Arthur 97 	159 93 - 163 
Port Coi.borne 22 	10 13 19 
Port Hope 714 	22 75 21 
Preston 143 	9 37 - 	1 114 



13 

Under con 
struction 
J&zury 1 

j 	1 to July 31 Adjust.. 
ments 

Under con-
struction 
July 31 

__________ 
Started Completed 

Ontario 	(conci. 'd) 
Renf rev 10 13 8 15 
St. 	Catherine, 293 227 208 6 306 
St, Thomas 35 87 35 - 81 
Sarnia 215 240 200 255 
Sault Ste 	Marie 188 172  175 - 185 
Simcoe 40 29 143 26 
Smith's Falls 9 19 6 22 
Stratford 52 27 50 29 
Sudbury 64 122 66 2 118 
Thorold. 36 38 29 1 1414 
Timmins 106 22 118 10 
Toronto 3,467 3,124 24149 14 
Trenton 110 95 81 1214 
Welland 82 136 83 9 1144 
Whitby 145 140 19 
Windsor 535 1456 3141 650 
Woodstock 74 71 

Manitoba. 
Brprvlr,n b3 112 73 102 
Porta€e la Prairie 26 1 26 1 
Winnipeg 2100 1)486 1,7143 3 

Saskatchewan 
Moose Jaw 110 81 89 = 102 
North Battleford 65 37 3 6 
Prince Albert 63 59 6 2 56 
Regina 337 112 286 3 16o 
Saskatoon 1436 388 351 14 1459 
Swift Current 614 6o 62 6 56 
Weyburn 7 11 7 U 
Yorkton 59 102 54 - 107 

A1'berta 
Calgary 706 929 603 1,032 
Edmonton 5 .L 1,078 611 - 	14 1,0)414 
Lethbridge 173 115 151 137 
Medicine Hat 16 150 120 206 

British Co1umbia 
Kamloops 53 27 54 26 
Kelowna. 103 105 125 83 
Nan*io 177 112 126 163 
Nelson 16 16 114 - 18 
Prince George 115 22 69 2 66 
Prince Rupert 10 1 6 5 
Trail 52 47 56 .. 	148 91 
Vancouver 1 ,365 14,380 3,659 + 	7 5°93 
Vernon 147 149 52 - 	1 143 
Victoria 1,002 669 671 1,000 
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Appendix 1 8 Definitions 

(a) Coverage 

The count of dwellings which are started,, completed and under con-
struction includes only new residential construction intended, for year-round 
occupancy. This means that seasonal dwellings such as summer cottages, ski 
hacke, etc., are not counted. Furthermore, dwellings which are occupied, 
even if unfinished, are regarded as completed for the purposes of this survey. 

(b) Type of dwelling 

The definitions which apply to the different types of dwelling are 
a follows: 

(i) 1-family detached; a one-family house open on all four sides, 
i.e., not joined to other buildings; 

(it) 2-family detached.t a two-family house which contains only two 
dwelling units 4  either one above the other 
open on all four sides, or two unite aide 
by aide each open on three sides, sometimes 
known as a semi-detached, house; 

(iii) row or terrace: a one-family or tvo-family house in a row of 
three or more attached houses with coon or 
adjacent walls; 

(iv) apartment or flat; an apartment or flat is (a) a residential 
structure containing three or more dwell-
ing unite, or (b) a structure used for business 
purposes which contains one or more dwelling 
unite (e.g., living quarters in an office 
building or factory, living quarters over a 
store, etc.); and 

(v) othert any type of dwelling which does not fall into one of the 
above classifications 

(c) Dwelling unit 

For the purpose of this survey, a dwelling unit is defined as the 
living quarters occupied by one household or famtly. The number of dwelling 
unite in a structure will be the number of h.usehilds the structure is intended 
to acceminedate. 

(d) Farm dwelling unit 

For the purpose if this survey, a farm mUst contain at least one 
acre and must yield agricultural produce valued at $50 or more per year. 
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Appendix 2 	Re1iabi1ty if the estimates 

Since the estimates in this report are partIally based on a 
sample survey, they are subject to sampling variability. This sampling 
variability is not present in the data in the municipalities if 5,000 
and •ver. When the estimates include an element derived f rim the sample 
survey, the sampling error increases as the size if the estimate decreases. 
Care sh.uld be taken, theref.re, in interpreting the precision if some of 
the estimates. The estimate if unfinished dwellings for the whole if 
Canada should be within 5 percent if the figure which would have been 
•btained from a complete count. 

The estimates presented in the tables are shown to the last 
digit instead of beiig rounded, not because they are assumed to be 
accurate to the last digit, but rather for convenience in summation and 
economy in processing the tabulations. 

In addition to sampling variation, all the estimates are subject 
to errors of enumeration. However, these should be very small as the 
survey for the most part can be carried on without interview with a con-
sequent eliminationaDf all types of respondent error. A complete count by 
the same enumerators would contain the same enumerative erroro 

Appendix 3 : Metropolitan areas 

Some cities in Canada have reasonably well-defined suburban 
areas which, for the purposes of the survey of starts and completions of 
dwelling units, have been included under the name of the principal city. 
A list of the municipalities included in these metropolitan areas was 
given in Housing Bulletin No. 1, pp.  13-15. 
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