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EXPLANATORY NOTES

-
Source of Data. Statistics of imports are based upon the declarations of importers (import
entries) as subsequently checked by customs officials.

Valuation. The value of goods imported is the value as determined for customs duty
purposes.In most cases this corresponds to the value shown on the invoice accompanying
the goods, converted to Canadian dollars at authorized exchange rates (usually the
commercial rate prevailing on the date at which the goods were actually despatched to
Canada), and excluding such charges as freight, insurance, handling and taxes. In effect,
therefore, import values are taken f.o.b. point of shipment in the country of export.

Units of Quantity. Weight, where shown, is the net weight of the goods, excluding the
weight of such packing as iS required for shipment, except in certain special cases
otherwise defined in the Customs Tariff, The expression “‘ton’’ means 2,000 pounds, and
‘“cwt.’”” 100 pounds, avoirdupois. Where other units of quantity are used, Imperial stand-
ards apply.

In this report are items such as ‘““engines, gas, n.o.p., and parts'’ which show a
quantity in ‘‘number’’ as well as value. In these items the ‘‘number'’ refers only to the
number of substantially complete articles imported, while the value includes also the
value of any parts of the article imported. For such items the average value per unit
cannot be ascertained.

Coverage, Statistics of imports include all goods which enter Canada and are cleared by
customs officials for domestic sale or use. The series, therefore, includes goods which
are cleared by customs immediately on entry into the country, and goods cleared out of
customs warehouses; but excludes goods placed in customs warehouses on entering the
country. The technical phrase ‘‘Imports entered for consumption'’ which is sometimes
used to describe Canadian import statistics does not imply that all imports will actually
be consumed in Canada, but only that they are free to be so consumed without further
customs formalities.

Exclusions. Import statistics exclude gold, but include gold products where the value
of the gold content is less than 80% of the value of the article. A small amount of gold
scrap in the form of jewellers' sweepings is also included. Some goods for the use of
United States forces stationed at treaty bases in Canada are excluded, as are ships of
British construction and registry imported for use in Canada, ships purchased for use in
foreign trade, bunker supplies and ships’ stores purchased by Canadian vessels abroad,
temporary imports for exhibition or competition, and Canadian-owned military equipment
returned to Canada.

Countries Credited. Imports are usually credited to the country from which the goods
were consigned to Canada., The country of consignment is the country from which goods
have come to Canada without interruption of transit except in the course of transfer from
one means of conveyance to another.

An exception to this rule is made in the case of imports of goods originating in
Central or South America (including the Antilles and Bermuda) which are consigned to
Canada from the United States. This class of imports is credited to the country in which
the goods originated.

Time Periods. Import statistics for any month include all goods declared on import
entries received at the Bureau of Statistics during the calendar month in question.

Abbreviations. Many descriptions of countries and articles used in this report are abbre-
viated or incomplete because of mechanical limitations. A key to ablreviations of
countries appears in this report, and full descriptions of all articles appear in Volume III
of the annual report ‘“Trade of Canada'’. The letters ‘*N.O.P."” mean ‘‘not otherwise
provided for’’.

Revisions. All statistics in this report are subject to revision. Revisions to previous
reports are published on the coloured pages at the beginning of each monthly report.
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