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PUBLIC LIBRARIES IN CA1ADA •  1972 

Prepared by Patricia Brady 
Cultural Institution. Section 

This bulletin presents aunanary statistics on 
public libraries in Canada for the year 1972. 

Table 1 contains information, by province and 
type of library, on stock, circulation, full-time 
positions filled and operating expenditures for all 
public libraries in Canada. 

Tsbl. 2 suartzes information under the same 
heading. for 25 large urban libraries, i.e., public 
libraries serving an urban population of 100,000 or 
more as of June, 1971. Statistics for 1971 as well 
as for 1972 are included in this table for purposes 
of coinpsri.on. 

The number of libraries reporting in 1972 was 
744, 28 more than in the previous year. These com-
prised 185 urban libraries, 476 rural library boards, 
74 regional libraries and nine provincial or territo-
rial library services. 

In view of the increase in the number of libra-
ries in 1972 over 1971, the slight decrease in circu-
lation from one year to the next deserves some men-
tion. 

Taking all libraries into account, circulation 
in 1972 was 987, of that in 1971, 95,567,900 and 
97,336,707 respectively. Rural library boards experi-
enced a 7% drop in circulation, the largest decrease 
of any type, but all types of libraries reported lower 
circulation. 

Since 1956, when Statistics Canada began report-
ing annual statistics on public libraries, circulation 
had risen each year until 1972. 

Various factors could be suggested to explain 
this recent occurrence but, thus far, no data have 
been collected with which to test these hypotheses. 

tatistica Canada will release two publications 
later thu year. "Public Libraries in Canada, 1971" 
and 'Public Libraries in Canada, 1972", part of a con-
tinuing •eries of annual reports on public libraries. 
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BIBLI0THQUES PUBLIQUES AU CMiADA, 1972 

Prépard par Patricia Brady 
Section des Institutions Culturellea 

Ce bulletin prfsente dee statiatiques préliminaires 
portant sur lea bibliothBques publiques du Canada pour l'annda 
1972. 

Au tableau 1, on trouvers, distribués par province et 
par genre de bibliothèque, des renseignements concernant lea 
fonda do toutes lea bibliothBques publiques du Canada, leure 
prBta, leura frais d'exploitation at leur personnel ê temp. 
coaplet. 

Au tableau 2, lea mêinea statistiquea aont donnée. pour 
25 grandes bibliothBques urbaines, a savoir celles qui deaser-
vent une population de plus de 100,000 habitants, salon Is 
recensement de juin 1971. Aux atatistiques de 1972, on a 
ajouté celle. de 1971, pour fin de comparaison. 

En 1972, 744 bibliotheques ont fait rapport, soit 28 de 
plus que l'année précédente. 811cc se rdpartissaient de Is 
fgcon suivante: 185 bibliotheques urbainea, 476 conseils 
ruraux de biblththaques, 74 bibliothBques régionales et neuf 
services de bibliothèques provinciaux ou territoriaux. 

Etant donné l'augmentation du nombre de bibliothèques en 
1972 par rapport B 1971, on ne peut passer sous silence 1e 
fait que lea prets oft légBrement diminud durant la mama 
période. 

Pour toutes lea bibliothBques, lea pr5ts an 1971 so 
chiffraient B 97,336,707, l'année suivante iis étaient de 
95,767,900, c'est-B-dire 98 7. do ceux de 1971. C'est dan. Ica 
btbliothequea des conseile rursux, que la diminution a été Is 
plus considerable avec une variation de 7 7,. Il n'en demeure 
pea moths que lea bibliothBques de toua lea genres ont men-
tionnC des prets moms nombreux. 

Depuis 1956, année oL Statistique Canada a comeencC B 
compiler ennuellement des statistiques concernant les biblio-
tbequea publiques, lee prêts avaient toujours auginenté 
Ju.qu'en 1972. 

On peur évidemaent proposer p1uaieuts hypotheses pour 
expliquer l'exception qua conetitue l'annde 1972. Malheureu-
cement nous ne possddons pas de données suffisantes qui nous 
permettent do determiner quelles sont celles qui pourraient 
rCelleinsnt apporter des explication. valablea. 

Plus tard catte &nnCe, dans Is cadre de aa aCne annuel-
le portant sur lea bibliorhBques publiques, Statistique Canada 
fere paraitre lea deux publications suivantea: "lea Biblio-
cheques Publiquea au Canada, 1971" at "lea BibliothBques 
Publiques au Canada, 1972". 
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TABLE 1. Soary Statistic, of Public Librarico, 	1 

TABLEAU 1. Statistiques .oircs des bibliothiques publique, 

pii J 
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Non- oparot 

lation(l) reporting points Print 	Non-print 	Circulation sional profe,_ - - - srarials(2) 	materials 	- librarians siooai ditorea 

Popole. Oiblio- Centre. da - 	- 	PrAta - si OfllS 

- staff - Ddpansas 
tion theqoes distti- flaiCriel 	M.tdriel Bibliothb- 
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provin- rCpon- button imprt(2) 	non in- caires er.onnel  

tattoo 
ctale(l) dantes pri profes- sionnels  non pro- 

sionnels essionnel  
number - nombre $ 

I 

Province and type of library 

Province at categoric dsa bibliothbques 

36,000 1 23 49,636 134 100,143 3 
Territorial .ervica - Sarvica du 

Nord-Ouest 	................................ 

tsrritolre ............................ 1 23 49,636 134 100,143 3 

Yukon 	....... 	.............................. .19,000 1 48 81,746 2,851 157,373 3 
Territorial service - Service do 1 48 81,746 2,851 137,373 3 

21,830,000 744 2,361 29,418,704 1,385,967 95,367,900 1,333 
Urban libraries - Bibliothkques urhaines 185 522 18,630,133 609.977 67,352,837 1,007 
Rural library boards - Conseila de 

territoire .............................. 

bibliothkqoes ruraun 476 476 3,261,971 6,225 6,843,451 14 

Total 	....................................... 

Regional libraries - Biblioth6ques 
74 1,203 6,136,873 757,702 19,078,943 249 

Proincial library service - Service de 
rdgionalea ............................. 
biblioth8que provincial 9 160 1,389,727 12,063 1 	2,292,669 63 

(1) Intercen.al estimate, 	Jun. 1972. - Estimation interceijuin 1975. 	12) Boolts and other materials catalogued as booka 
and newspaper titles. - Lyres et autres objets classes co,mne Iivros; n'ioclut donc pa. lea Journaux oi les pdriodiques. 	(3) 
ds 	1971. 

5 1 	167,663 

5 	167,663 

1 13 430,300 

13 430,300 

180.5 3,668 78,145,480 
156.5 2,711 56,236,182 

- 29 3,031,419 

18 745 15,677,075 

6 183 1 	3,200,801 

does not include periodic. 
figure.. - Statistiqoes 

I 

-2- 

532,000 
Regional librsri.n - oibliothNqoes 

regionales 	............................. 
Provincial library service - Service de 

biblioth6que 	provincial 	................ 

prince Edward Inland - he-do-Prince- 

Newfoundland - Terra-SCow, 	.................. 

111,000 
Provincial library service - Service da douard 	................................... 

bibliothbque 	provincial 	................ 

Nova Scotia - Nouvella-Ecosea 	..............794,000 
Regional librarias - Biblioth6ques 

rCgionalea 	............................. 
Provincial library service - Sarvica di 

b[bliothkqoe provincial 	................ 

New Brunswick - Nouveau-Brunswick .. ........ 642,000 
Regional libraries - Bibliothkquau 
rOgionalea 	............................. 

Provincial library service - Service de 

. 

bibliothkque provincial 	................ 

6,059,000 
Urban libraries - BibliothNques urbeinae 
Rural library boards - Conseils di 
bibliothNques 	roraws 	................... 

Regional libraries - Btbliotheque. 
regional.. 	............................. 

Provincial library service - Service de 
bibliothkque provincial 	................ 

7,825.000 
Urban libraries - BibliothNques urbainea 
Rural library boarde - Conseils de 

bibliotheqoes 	ruraux 	................... 
Regional and county librarian - fliblio- 

thNquea regionales at di coratf 	......... 

992,000 
Urban libraries - Bibliothkques urbaines 
Regional libraries - Ribliothbques 

rfgionales 	............................. 

Ontario 	..................................... 

Saskatchewan 	...............................416,000 
Urban libraries - Biblioth8qoee urbaines 
Regional libraries - Bibliothkque. 

Manitoba 	.................................... 

rdgionalee 	............................. 
Provincial library service - Service da 

bibliotheque provincial 	................ 

1,655,000 
Urban libraries - Bibliothkqoas orbains. Alberta 	..................................... 

Rural library board. - Consuls de 
bibliothèqo.. 	ruraux 	................... 

Regional libraries - Bibliothèques 
rdgionalee 	............................. 

British Columbia - Colombie-Brltanniqus .... 2,247,000 
Urban libraries - Ribliothkques urbaines 
tonI library boards(3) - Conseils de 
bibliothNques ruraux(3) 	................ 

Regional libraries - Biblioth8quas 
rOgionales 	............................ 

Provincial library aervica - Sarvics de 
bibliothkqoa 	provincial 	................ 

Northwest Territories - Territoirea do 

3 	86 	506,466 	4,790 	1,730,821 	12 	- 	68 	1,122,175 

2 	30 	133,701 	1,228 	512,302 	2 	- 	6 	242,358 

56 	372,765 	3,562 	1,238,519 	10 	- 	62 	879,817 

24 138,092 4,586 323,363 9 - 20 303,100 

24 138,092 4,586 323,363 9 - 20 303,100 

11 70 868,241 20,640 2,976,851 56 5 132 2,128,785 

10 68 718,241 19,715 2,976.851 46 5 117 1,783,255 

2 150,000 925 - 10 - 15 345,530 

4 35 443,442 3,979 1,932,510 19 - 96 1,040,474 

3 34 423,442 3,979 1,932,510 16 - 86 938,855 

1 20,000 - - - 10 101,619 

109 323 4,510,073 96,602 10,496,084 126 35 369 7,652,706 
71 100 3,736,558 75,308 8,504.680 113 30 304 6,557,308 

34 34 360,175 422 708,198 3 - 29 347,344 

3 188 347,246 20,872 1,150,262 10 - 36 664, 217 

1 1 66,094 - 152,944 - S - 
370 883 14,563,181 1,145,417 47,806,563 790 40 1,970 45,lR, 
77 272 10,163,474 435,168 39.399,384 655 34 1,620 34,66 

263 263 1,817,501 5,803 4,210,129 11 . . - . 2,04U.. 

30 348 2,584,206 704,446 4,197,050 124 6 350 8,480,102 

25 62 1,052,057 36,130 3,765,707 24 31 105 2.277787 
10 24 781,837 33,395 2,808,975 22 25 83 1,874,691 

15 38 270,200 2,735 956,732 2 6 22 403,096 

11 260 1,364,398 22,001 4,224,748 62 33 164 3,310,760 
4 17 601,524 19,916 2,294,297 36 33 84 1,919,049 

6 242 594,874 2,085 1,737,166 14 - 47 913,604 

1 168,000 - 193,285 12 - 33 478,107 

142 340 2,495,419 30,475 7,349,572 48 26 320 5,329,763 
7 45 1,458,819 30,475 5,242,991 44 26 306 4,681,647 

133 133 776,146 - 1,030,462 - - - 391.785 

2 162 260,454 - 1,076,119 4 - 14 256,331 

66 207 3,343,953 18,362 14,704,165 181 9.5 406 9,198,875 
16 64 1,887,901 15,715 9,102,510 137 8.5 314 6,540,965 

46 46 308,149 - 894,662 - - - 251,822 

3 93 804,509 2,642 4,559,951 31 1 67 1,995,210 

1 4 343,394 5 147,042 13 - 25 410,878 

I 



or 

122,035 165,661 879 586,115 14 - 24 447,750 
173,759 16,455 597,921 15 - 24 546,137 

1.214,352 1.554,165 25,445 3.176,011 58 20 104 2,454,528 
1.652,098 8.927 3,001,278 67 6 109 2,530,950 1  186,088 114,526 - 93.421 7 -  5 141,842 

125,861 261 102.505 2(4 4 6 156,317 
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32 
	

161 2,705,188 

	

712,786 
	

786,21 
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205,300 
	

454,88 
	

12,461 
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47 1,108,999 
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141,344 
	

901,34 
	

28 
	

49 1,381,901 

246,246 	411,14 
422, 72 

	

139,469 	250,99 
239,28 

	

126,449 	262,82 
268,30 

	

21,911 	1,476,95 

	

28.598 	1,349,12 

	

8,041 	1,062,87 

	

9,878 	989.60 

	

6,526 	1,070,88 

	

8,437 	1,080,25 

14 21 41 
15 21 41 

14 13 44 
15 24 32 
18 6 42 
19 5 43 

897,549 
1,052,609 

850, 116 
1,278,354 

763,720 
959,318 
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ABLE 2. Si.ry Statistic, of Public Libraries in Large Urban Centr..,(l) 1971, 1972 

\31A2. 	Stetistiquas .airem dee biblicthbques publique. denp Ise grands centre. urbainu(1), 1971, 1972 

Stock - Fends Fuli-ti..e position, filled 

Pepto. occup8s I teap. co,,1et Total 
op.rat leg Non- 

Province and centr. Popula- Print Non-print Circuletton Profa.- Other prrf.s_ erpen-
diture, 

- tion(2) uat.riaI.(3) noteriol. .ional profes- atonal 
Province cc centre - - PeCta librarian. sional. staff Ddpansa. 

l4atdriel Matdriel - Bibliothd- - 
Autre. Personnel deoplot- 

iii8(3) non inpri.d I 	cures profee- non prof- tattoo 

I prof..- cionnal, fsssionua 
eionoel. 

Nova Scotia - Nouvelle-Ecosee: 

Ilalifsx, 1971 .............................................. 

1972 .............................................. 

Qudbec: 

Nentrdal, 1971 ............................................. 
1972 ............................................. 

Qudb.c, 1971 ............................................... 

1972 ............................................... 

Ontario: 

HLlton, 1971 ............................................. 

1972 ............................................. 
Kitchenar, 1971 ............................................ 

1972 ............................................ 
London. 1971 ............................................... 

1972 ............................................... 
Ottaua, 1971 ............................................... 

1972 ............................................... 
t. C.thsrin.., 1911 ....................................... 

1972 ....................................... 

rh cdor Bay, 1971 .......................................... 

1972 .......................................... 
Iroo, C.M.A. - R.M.R. 

:3coks, 1971 ......................................... 
1972 ......................................... 

):ln..uga, 1971 ....................................... 

1972 ........................................ 
Scarborough, 1971 ...................................... 

1972 ........................................ 
Toronto, 1971 ............................................ 

1972 ............................................ 
York, 1971 ............................................... 

1972 ............................................... 
East York, 1971 .......................................... 

1972 .......................................... 
North York, 1971 ......................................... 

1972 ......................................... 
Windsor, 1971 .............................................. 

1972 .............................................. 

Manitoba: 

Winnipeg, 1971 ............................................. 

1972 ............................................. 

Saskatchewan: 

Regina, 1971 ............................................... 
1972 ............................................... 

S oskatoon, 1971 ............................................ 
1972 ............................................ 

Ct.: 

403,319 472,141 5,093 2,311,426 28 141 1,665,714 
1972 	.............................................. .. 491,173 6,005 2,204.436 25 23 85 1,807,525 

F. 4.onton, 	1971 	............................................. 438,152 639,557 18,214 2.280,454 14 - 192 2,232,843 
1972 	............................................. 674,518 19,354 2,106,027 14 - 193 2,814,420 

British Coluia - Co1oie-Britanoique: 

. 

olg.ry, 	1971 	............................................... 

Vancouver, C.M.A. - R.M.B. 

... 

Burnaby, 	1971 	............................................ 

...... 

125660 

. 

221,735 121 953,590 13 1 30 634,721 
240,373 121 947,807 13 1 28 756,100 

426,256 673,024 200 5,859,007 76 4 173 2,940.436 
1972 	.......................................... ......... 

1972 	.......................................... 

. 

692,784 452 3,841,017 77 5 176 3,449,730 
Vancouver. 	1971 	........................................ ... 

Creater 	Victoria, 	1971 	..................................... 
...... 

195.800 299,078 5,313 1,211,760 15 - 41 782,870 
1972 	...................................... . 

. 

314,373 6.042 1,359,592 18 - 42 971,111 

(1( Central with population of 100,000 or over - Centres dont Is population est do 100,000 00 
. Cen.ua, June, 1971 - Rscan.uaant, Jute, 1971. 

(3) Books and other .atertals catalogued as book, only; do.s not include periodical and newspaper title.. - Ltvres at eotrse objets classda cusses livre.; 
ni,,clut donc pas lea journsaux ni 1.. p&rtodiqu.s. 

(3( Decree.e doe to rodefinition of professional librarian by the library - Lu dioln::tion n'eepltque per Ic felt qor Is bibliothq:,r a )onné ine nocvrllr 
)8t)::tt)o: i in f:t)u d:: bill )otldCsiro prcfreincco1. 
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