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Preliminary Report on Private Schoole in Canada, 1929-30.

Apart from some of the universities and c:lleges there are two main types of
educational institution in Canada conducted by private enterprise, These are (1)
Private schools of general elementary and high schcol education similar to that given
in the schools of the publicly-controlled provincial systeme; (2) Private schools of
businese or commercial ‘raining generally temmed in all of the provinces "business
colleges".

Private Flementary and Secondary Schools.- This group enrolls 32,216 pupils in eight

provinces zexcept Quebec) or about 2% of the school populaticn, In Quedec the number in

schools of this clase (called indeperdent pr'rary schools) is 60,059 or over 10 p.c. of

the school enrolmert in the province, making the proportion for the whole Dominion more

than 4 p.c. 1In the United States 9% of the pupils are in schoolse privately controlled,

;hich according to reliable sources is probably not far from the percentage in the United
ingdom,

There is a much higher proportion of the pupile in advanced grades in the
private schoole than in the public. In the eight provinces about 25 p.c, of all
students are in the high school grades, while a further 10 p.c. have completed the
lower grades and are studying special subjecte, whereas in the public school eystems of
the eame provindes only 1¢ p.c. are in high school work. About one third of the pupils
ate in residential echools, of which several are denominational orphanages. In the
elght provinces 53 p.c, of the schools are under Roman Catholic control, 22 p.c.
Protestant denominations, % p.c. other churches, ani 21 p.c. undenominational.
Conasidering this predoairance of Catholic denominational echools it is not surprising to
find that the p.vportion of the school populatioen in private schools varies in the
different provinces in wuch the same order that the proportion of Catholics in the total
population varies., It is highest in Quebec with 10 p.c., next highest in New Brunswick
and Prince Edwarl Island with 4 p.c. and 3.3 p.c. rcepectively, 2.5 p.c. in Nova Scotia,
3 p.c. in Manitoba and 2 p.c. in Alberta (the provinces dbeing listed in the order of the
proportione of Cathclics in their population). Ontario and Saskatchewan would be
expected to follow Nova Scotia above but in reality are at the bottom of the list with
considerabdly lese than 2 p.c. in each case. 3British Columbia which would be expected at
the bottom of the liet, has 4.5 p.c., the higher proportion teing due largely to the
higher porportion of British {United Kingdom) borz in the population, and consequent
large number of residential schools of the English typs.

The average (median) age of vupile of each grade in t e private schools
compares with those in the nublic eschoole as fcllows:

Private Puhlic
Grade 1 7.28 yrs. 7.68 vrs,
2 8.57 8.95
3 9.90 9.87
4 10.57 10.85
5 1Y 83 11.90
6 12.62 12.90
7 15,9 13.79
8 1k L2 1k, 62
9 15.17 14,89
10 1658 3 15.69
11 by I 16.67

The private echool . 'nils begin the first grads on the average two=-fifthe of a
year younger, but lose half of thise lead by the time they have arrived at the entraice
to high echool, Grade 8, On passing into high school a notewortly traneformation occurs,
the public school pupils coming to be younger than the private by more than they were
older at the end of the elcmentary grades, Thie seems to be due to 2 much more rigid
process of elimination in the public sechools, the grecat majority ¢f the oldsr puilz in
grade 8 dropoing out £2d the younger contimiing into high echool: whercas the nrivatu
echool pupilse of grade 8, whether commaratively young or 0ld4 for the grade, ar2 sen
back by their pirents to obtain a hish school education. “in*ncié; ¢onsideratio e are
prciably a chisf fector, the parente of priva“: schcol nupilc b *ing ?Exc; Ja the aacle,
to afford to lkeop the older childrer ~t schuol. it hus been noted acove that ile pro-
portion of high school students is more than twice ar high in private schoois as in public
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Almost half of the teachers in private schools belong to religious orders,
Of 1,547 teachers in eix provinces 847 are lay and 700 religious. There is a higher
proportion of university graduates than among the teachers of any provincial system,
there being 391, or 25.2 p.c., while the publicly controlled echools of British
Columbia lead those of other provinces with 18.3 p.c. A further very promounced
advantage of the private school lies in the ratio of pupils to teachers. They average
only 15 pupile per teacher while the provincial schools average 31,

rivate Business and Commercial Schools,- Some of the special students in the above
group were studying business subjects, dut in schools devoting their chief attention
to businees training 29,120 students are recorded,- 19,296 in day classes and 9,72k
in evening classes. The day pupils are 4,897 male and 14,399 female, while the
evening pupils are 3,664 male and 6,060 female. Most of the day, courses require less
than a 8Chool year to complete but the only indication of the number completing a full
course is the 6,877 reported as receiving diplomas, Some schools, however, de not
;s:ue diplomas. A rough division of the courses being followed may be given as
ollows:

Male Peamale Total
Stenographic 2, 382 = 1R,353 15,335
Commercial 2,915 1,358 273
Secretarial 1,596 4,058 5, ES‘*
Other 1,490 1,994 3,48k

"Stenographic” courses are those in which shorthand and typewriting are the chief
subjects; "Commercial" are those in which bookiteeping or accounting is the chief
study; "Seoretarial® includes courses reported as complete business training and
similar tormus, usually combining most of the sibjects in the two preceding courses
and requiring a few months longer to complete than either of these, "Other" includes
those in the business colleges only learning to operate certain office dpnliances Or
machines other than the typewriter, Many office machine distributing stations,
however, train operators for their particular machines and these are not included ia
the report,

) wicds 3 .
The tables oh business colleges in this report are arranged $0 show

number of students inm principal cities. The following susmary goes somewhat ’

and shows the average number of bueiness college students in Canadian towns and eities

of a given size!

Population Average number of pupils
In day classes In evening clasces
Under 5,000 L3 13
5,000 - 10,000 50 by
10,000 - 25,000 75 %2
25,000 - 39,000 evo 130
38,Q0Q . = ‘100,000 ' 588 355
Over 100,000 24593 989

Business schools are not frequently established in towns with a population of less than
3,000. 4As the population goes beyond 3,000, it becomes more and more unusaal for the
town to be without one. Night classes are a more important part of the schools! work
in the largest cities, though some of the smaller cities provide considerable numbers

for evening study.
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Private Elementary and Secondary Schools in Canada:

General summary by Provinces, 1930.

No. of Puzils in residence

Number of Fupils enrolled

Number Number
of g - of In Elem- In Second- S_ecial Unspeci-
Province insti- . teaching Boys Girls Total : entary ary work fied Total
tutions staff grades grades only by
< grades
B E. X, ! LS Y 22 31 115 146 ‘ 450 43 | 80 - 573
Eha Bopdis o 16 e AB 125 450 575 v 3,089 goh ) AT L 2,833
Bew Brunswick ' 28" 5 159 584 1,160 1,744 t 2,356 609 I 669 16 3,650
s 65 Lo o 1,327 ' 2,264 1,50 ¥ AT 4,486 81 50 9,518
Banitoba : 3% & 179 818 519 L8137 ; 4,082 642 8 75 4,807
Saskatchewan I . - . | 1,54 505 s ‘ 4 2,050
" ! E i
Alberta 3000 < 198 ' RG-S ab 1,521 ‘ L~ s R ¢ S R 3,557
Mritish Columbia 57 348 . 623 i €95 1,318 1 3,113 | 782 I 106 1 227 5,2:8
| ! 1 L i yr . : v :
TOTAL 264 1,860 ‘4,301 5,931 i 10,232 g 19,056 . 8,748 3,040 { 372 P2 BN
- L | ! ] f b

1/ Except Quebec, for which province data for private schools (called independent primary schools) are given

publicly controlled schools.

* with the report on

The number of such schools in Quebec is 531, teachers 3,658, enrolment 60,059.
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TABLE II, - Private Elementary and Secondary Schools in Canada: Distribution of Pupils enrclled during year in

& provinces (Quebec not included) by gradz, sex and age, 1930.
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TABLE IIFPRIVATE BUSINESS /iND COMMERCInL SCFOOLS (EUSINESS COIJLEUEJ) IN CANADA: STUDFNTS ENROLLED, STUDENTS LR.A.DU; TIN:, AT

— —— ——— —— . ———— a———— = —— - o e SR e m——— e o e S — o - — -

Number Students enrolled Students 7
—— e —— - —— - — e e ————— receiving Teachors

of , YrASENE @ clasges g clogscs - Is SGghi .°_la.3f’£5__... TR = T - R S S S .

& o._..._SMmools__Masle Female Total Male Femle Total Male  Female Total , lalo Femals Total Male _ Femals Cctal
Prince Ed. Island 3 56 138 194 35 114 149 21 24 45 36 87 L S} 4 3 7
BelisBomi, V. e sbeesss 3 148 400 548 92 334 426. 56 66 122 18 87 105 5 15 20
Other Nova Scotiae... 4 48 191 239 " S | 150 231 66 89 b 57 60 2 6 8
Total Nova Scotia.. 1 156 591. a8g. | 117 . 459 576 19 132 s s 21 144 165 1 21 20
8. dolh e . P 3 68,7 | ey "uel 40 SR A 43 - L 20 o 15 2 3 5
Other New Brunswick.. 5 147 386 533 89 304 393 58 | - 440 41 140 181 3 10 |
Total New Brunswick ° 8 215 526 741 ¥29 401 T30 MR - 211 61 195 256 ] 13 10
MRt o o . sin s -Bnsa e 17780 ‘942 " KNSR @ 29856 528 1,180 1,808 414 534 948 . 230 ey 810 28 46 14
Othor QuebeCessses... 5 185 165 350 145 63 208 A" 02 | Shge 69 89 158 g 10 19
To.al Quebec...... # 23.u21,127 : 39 3,106 673 11,2431 2,016 454 636 - 1,090 300 668 968 37 5¢ 93
T R (U 28 1,183 | S4099: 4,960 624 . SaftY:"%3,269 - 555 ' LORNE . 1,790 246+ 180 . 946 29 €5 94
LT T S s AFN 28] 687 938 . ¥ 521, 648 124 | 166 290 ' 13 52 65 - 1 15 22
S S e o vesoeaeee 5 “Fi402 10907 17452 | 211 692 903 181 | =396 589 145 © 454 599 7 16 23
Dther Ontarios....... 60~ _RB2955 4,649= b, 608 - 1,389 “F4t37 3,198 640 1,166 - 1,806 625 2593 25209 66 103 169
fotal Ontariov..... g ST 791 {18 203 13,994 2,281 7,237 9,508 1,510 2,966 , 4,476 . 1,029 2,803 3,832 109 199 308
BRIRE oo cneecoose : € f 1,062 , &8 3,306 343 1,457, 1,800 696 810 | 1,506 88 3217 415 24 38 €2
Other Manitoba...... : 3 70 L RlEs 239 42 138 180 28 ¢ . 59 19 58 L 1 4 5
Total Manitoba..... Sl 90N MR 32 M3 3, NG 305 .. 1898 1,580 (ed 841 : 1,565 107 © SSUN 492 25 49 67
T i " 128 386 514 67 dRed ~ 35 6L LAt . 168 4. + 0 184 3 6 9
Saskatoon .......... 4 3 134 ¢ ° 472 606 76 399 446 5 .5 e . 160% 23 a8 10y 6. 10 16
Other Saskeatchewan... 8 99 | 393 492 53 302! 355" daf 9. 131 4G ¢ e SN 5 9 14
Total Saskatchewan. 16 361 - Lplph . '1gbl2 . p@il6 - "SR ATAES ¢GRS K8y 7 . 459%1% 105 435 540 14 25 39
Tol@l Aberts...... ' SERR. 879 ' ibgees | 2,304 - dad ' 8705 1,392 3517 3 596 L 9)2 (no record) A 35 52
Vancouver...... N 6 538 . Slgagéi a,794 - 58 O 585 ! 1,384; Axrg ; 291 ; 410 : 12 251 329 W3 26 &9
Heverda. . .. 5., .. % B a4 e BHE 299 = 93 280 ' Lie % gl ¢ - 15 | 2086 . - 16 16 4 5 9
Other British Columbia® 11 | 126 , 338 464 6 . - 2584 335 ' " 59 80 13§ 2909 1A 9 IR | /B 12+l 19
Total Br.Columbia.. | 22 828 ; R 009 3t f o a0 W 082 269 1 486 SRR b 101w Y WY . 501 | 24 ! 43 | 67

|

Total Canada ..... @ 182 B » 585 20,535 29 120 | 4,897 14,399 i 19,296 : 3,664 g 6,060 ?'9,724 f 1,760"73,117 by 877 242 237 679

—_— _L- - ——— SR PSSR - . - TR e

- - - - - C e el -

n
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TABLE IV - Private Business and Commercial Schools (Business Colleges) in Canada: Courses followed by

students in 1930,

Vo

Stenographic Commercial , Secretarial Other
: VWl  Feusle Total lonths  Malo Femalo _ Total Nomths | Male [Female Totel ~Nomhs| Male Fomale
Prince Ed. Island...... 10 f 113 Ny - 25 12 RN B T - - 11 13
t . : ;
B fax, o o et A & 328 3585 = - BN 15 1 R S b o 5] -63 = % -
Other Nova Scotiaee.... - 56 56 - 44 | 2 46 - ; 4 28 wi32 - - -

Total Nova Scotides.. 25 384 409 8,0 161 | 17 178 6 | 30 1 185 195 9eT - -
Ste S sl s s ix | 15 106 FaEl' ees ) B 8 35 6.6 26 27 - 53 10,0 -
Other New Brunswick..., | 26 200 226 T.4 43 2 A5 0 | 38 109 . o 24 LB -

Total New Brunswick.. 4 305 e - 10 10 e . 64 | 136 200 - l 4 -
KORERAR, = - < o scooosas | 265 954 = w805 57 i R 124 254 6,8 ; 316 582 898 SRdb isand 331 1 | 254
Other Quebocievec.con e | 37 101 1381 6.6 | 42 ! 12 SE" e 80 | 28 108 115 26 24

Total Quebec...... ...; 302 1,055 A388%., =7 | LFS 4 136 308 - | 396 | 610 1,006 - 257 1178

| | ! !
DR hre oo os. e MBS 280455 BTN 805 Lo, @95 | 200 495 9,2 ! 189 | 540 - ¥98. 145 135 ¢ g
BamiltoNes.cosnonorases! £ 350 1 374 8.4 By | 19 130 && ) 66 | 241 - 30% . -0 49 53 .
Ottawa...... SR =% 179 998 % LA &3 QAR 34 246 1.0 | - ‘ - - - 1 [
Other Ontario...... g GLE L 2,920 i .00 I.9 864 | IS 188 G5 |0 500.0 2] AN Y IR 90 235

Total Ontario........! 1,164 | 17,093 i 8,257: - 1,490 i P =TT - S5 [ - 155 i 2,058 2,813 - 285 1 1447
R . o\ T e ; 199 850 ' 1,049: 7.8 303 | 293 596 - 6.4 | | 363 .- 204" A% 4191/

Other Manitoba....... ve 46 164+ 2100 - 24 | 5 g = | -k s - -

Total Manitobas.....s, 245 1,014 « 1,259 - 327 | 298 ¢ 625" - f 4) | 163 204 - 419 938
REESR. 4« . olo0vencen R, 46 242 | R 7.5 64 20 ! 84 7.0 1 102 . 089  Pi%G I 22
SRR BORR .. Bineeecods; 28 291 29" 7.1 81 33 At - "y L.  EEQ . ¥ 95 13 . 9
Other Saskatchewan..... 34 270 3041 7.3 46 12 58! 6.1 | T 96+ 5308 9e4 | 12 30

Total Saskatchewan..., 108 803 ; 911 - 191 65 256 = l 26 329' 355 - } 36 61 !
Total Alberte .........; 132 667 i 799. - 300 307 607 - | 118 310. 428 - | 329 i
VENCOUVET eae e snennnss! 275 | 1,025 ' 1,300 8,7 33 | 15 48, - é 60 105: 165 10,0 | 9% . ' ids
T A 32 | 248! 280 6.7 83 | 181 " ey 69 | O3S 69 | Bt THe-1" Ty ea
Other British Columbia : 58 246 | 304, 8.3 53 1 371 90 ' 8,9 | 11 93:. 104 10,0 4 7

Total Br.Columbiae... __365 | ,512_ 1,884 - 169 | 66, 235 - |86 267, 353 SIS

Totel CANADA...ecococsl 29388 | ' 15,335 - 2,915 | _1,358! 4,273. - | 1,496| 4,058’ 5,554 -

General note:-

;otql_
24

¥
325
132

15357
- A8
: 22
| 42
, 91
[ 470
| 240
118

12
+~.-.—-.3.61...

1,490 ' 1,994 1__31484

"Stenographic" courses are those in which shorthand and typewriting are the chief SubJGCtS, "commercial® argvthoue in o

ieh hoak

or accounting is the chief study; "secretarial™ includes courses reported as complete business training and similar terms, usually com-
The figures in this

column represent the average number of months requ.-ed by a student to complete the course with regular day-time attendance.

bining most of the subjects in the '

1/ Unspecified

'stenograph’e" and "commercial" courses as is reflected in the column "months".

d 381/ l 35w+/
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Privatc elementary and secordary schcola in Cansda (excepting Quebec)
enrolled 33,573 students in 1971, The schocle nurvered 292, of which 66 were girle!
schools, 52 were boys' schocis, and 174 were mixed. Almost a third of the pupils
lived in residence. OF the totzl there werz 19,890 in elementary grades, 11,223 in
secondary gradee, and 2,860 others, most of whom were doing special work at the high
school level, .1 the high school studerts in the preparatory departments of arts
cnlleges are added, the number is raised from 11,223 to 16,;K3. which means that
about 9 p.c. of pupilc foliowing academic high school courses in the eight provinces
are in private schools, The table belcw summariuzes the information for individual
provinces, Figures for Quebec are not availeble for 1931 but in 1930 there were in
that province 524 private cr independent schoole with 57,841 pupils.

L
—

No. of Pubils Grades .l

Schools Boys Girls El em. Sec, Special Total
P.E. lsiand 5 59 467 L2 kg 2 526
Nova Sootia 15 933 1,817 1,842 757 147 2,746
Vew Biunsvick 25 1,516 2,15  -2,478 653 n3 3,93
Ontario s 4,200 6,730 4,310 6,093 773 11,196
Manituba 39 2,722 2,2 4, 768 L3 15 5,294
Saekatchewan 37 989 1,360 1,243 1,089 17 2, M9
Alverta A Lase 1,508 “Lip 4 855 2,9uk
Britiea Columbia &4 S0l AufIERe . I3iss 1.3 97 4 987

- -

To o 00ls ._:.:292 13,8 190669 19,890 11,223 209‘2 3 097 .
m 29 30;5 - 971 . * k,gao = aogg

Hote:~ Waere boye and girls, ¢r elementary, secondary and epecial do not add to the
total, the difference is those unspecified by sex or grade.

Attendance is more regular in private schools .Lan in public, a natural
consequence of the pupils being older, and many of them boarding at school., The
average daily is 84 p.c. of the year's enrclment where it is 77 p.c. in public echools.
By 20-day intervals they compare as follows;~

Private Publ ic
Less than 20 daye 1.49 2,47
20-39 days 2.01 4.5
40-59 " 2.60 4,20
60-79 " 2.86 3.26
80..09 2.60 2.78
100-119 " a,eh 4.00
%20-139 " 4o 4.92
140-155 9.16 8.73
160-179 * 25.59 21.25
180-199 " 38478 43.02
200 daye and ovar 1.35 .86
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