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DIVORCE IN 0A.II4DA J  1922 . 

Divorce hr.s for mc'.ny yocrs boon incroc-zing on this conbi.ncnt. In 
the Jnitod. Stc'tos tho divorces in 1916 nnbero& 112,036, c's cgziinst 
72,062 in 1906, .1L2,0,37  in 196, cnd 27,919  in 1S7. No coiiprchonsivo 
statistics wo avcil:'blo for the yoes sub5Cc1Ont to 1916, but partil 
stç.teraents indicate the ccrAtinuod increase of divorce. 	- 

- According to figures compiled by tho C-onor]. Statistics Branch of 
the Dominion Thec o.' Statistics the rnnber of d.iorces c im 1.].y granted 
in Cc'xaila Was, for many yeus subsequont to Confederation, very small, 
193 with 13 divorces being the first year in which the number attç.ined 
two figures, while 1903 with 21 divorces was the record yec'r up to that 
tiixe, Thereafter the miufoers grew more ropidly, 1909 showing 51 d.ivorcea 
and...1913,_tho last year beforo th3 war 1  59 divorcos. This ntimbor was, 
however, less than 1per 1000 of the marriages contracted. in Ccna& •  in that 
year1 	 - 

- 	The effect of tho war was to increase very greatly the numbor of 
d.ivorcos granted in Canc&, The cz'sos may be found. in the generally wi-
settling phychological c'fcot of the war period.; also the long separations 
of men on activo srvico from thoirwivos of ton rocu1ted in Ostrc'flgement. 
The provision of new facilities for divorce is also to be considrod; imdor 
a. decision of the Xmcri.a]. Privy Comou1 divorces in the Prairie PrçvincO 
have subsequently to 	boon granted by the Courts of thoso provinces, 
Ontario and Quebec boiig the on.y provinces In which the appiicant for 
divorce must still aecuro a privc't.te Act of ?arlicnent. - 

The combined osult of the above causes has boon that as shown Ofl 
Table I, the divorces gfc'.ntod. in Canada :w.'ro increo.sod. from 90 in 19191  to 
376 In 1919, lL29 in 1920, 51 in 192 ana 5 in  9?? this latter boinC biO 
fIrt among recent years nt to show an increase. Thoso nurnbors arc. those 
of final do.croos, which alone really consitutedivorce. The diyoicos 
graxite4 in_l9 vie p.hout two-thirds of one per cent of the marriages con-
tcted and constted a much larger propo'tion of these in the West 
than in the East, where In Prince Edward. IslaM only one divorce has been 
granted since Confederation, The 1922 figures may possibly indicate that 
the wave of divorces duo to the war has reached Its h±ghost point, ut the 
decline from 1921 is too small for any definite conclusions to be drn, 

- 	In Australia and New Zealand tho same phenomenon of increasing divorce 
has been experienced for the same causes, divorces it the foimor country 
increasing from 617 in 1916 t 1,051 in 1920 and. in the )attor frpm 
2146 in 1916 to 660 in 1921, 	-  

Table 2 shows the divorces granted in 1922 by the sex of the 
plaintiff; frcm this it will be seen that the husbands . are the plaintiffs 
in nearly 6o per crnt of the cases. In the United States the 511ve6 are 
the pJ.aintiffs - in the' majority of cases the divorces •  grantel to them 
in 1316 numbering 714,g93 as against 33,909 granted to husbands 	- 
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I. DIV0CES GRA1T IN CAADA I  1913322'. 

New 	Britich 	Total 
Year 	Ontario Quebec Alberta Sackat- ianItoba Nova Brzts- Co1n- 	for .  

chowan 	Scotia nick - bia 	Canada 

1913 20 4 6 20 59 
191L1.,,... 18 7 4 2 2 10 12 15 70 
1915...., 10 3 3 3. 1 13 6 16 53 
1916,.... 18 1 1 2 2 1 II 19 67 
1917..... 10 4 2 1 - 8 6 23 
1918...... 10 2 2 i. 10 65 2Z "7' 
1919..... 19 36 3 , 36 13 147 376 

129 192O,.. 91 9 65 26 2' 15  1L5 136 
1921..... 101 9 84. 50 122 41, 13 12 
1922..... 90 6 129 37 97 35 12 13 544 

Note.- In Prin6e Edward. IslaM only one divorce was granted. between 1868 ar4 
1922 1 this was granted. in 1913- - - - - - 

I 	II, DIV0RO1S GRAMED IN CMADA IN 1922, BY P0VI1TCES AD BY 	FPLAI1!I. 

Province 	 To IluzbaM.s 	- 	To Wives 	Total 

Prince Edward Island 0 0 0 
Nova Scotia 3.9 16 35 
NawBrmswick...... ...... 6 6 12 
Quebec. 	. •, , 2 6 
Ontario 	.............. 5 35 90 
iIanitoba,...... ........., 56 1k], 97 
Sasatchewaxi 2.9 8 37 
Aiberta.,,, 80 19 129 

69 3.38 BritishCo].unbia.......,, 69 

316 	 228 	 544  
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