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DIVORCE IN CANADA, 1922. :

Divorce hes for mony years boen incrocsing on this condinent. In
the United Stotes tho daivorces in 1916 mwabered 112,036, os agoinst
72,062 in 1906, 2,937 in 1396, cnd 27,919 in 1287, No comprehensive
stetistics are availoola for the yeers subsequont to 1916, but partial
stotements indicate the ecntirmed increcso of divorce, _

According to figures compiled by tho Conorel Stetistics Branch of
the Dominion Butemm of Statistics the mmber of divorces cxmmelly gronted
in Conade was, for mony yeors subsequent to Confederation, very small,
1883 with 13 divorees being the first yeor in vhich the mumber atiained
two figures, while 1903 with 21 divorces was the record yeor up to thot .
times Thoroofter the mumbers grew more repidly, 19C9 showing 51 divorces
cnd 1913, the last year before tha war, 59 divorces, Thls mumber was,
however, less thon 1 per 1000 of the merricges contracted in Coneda in thatb
years. - y 8 1 p ] ,

Tho effect of the war wes to incrocse very greatly tho mmbor of
divorces gronted in Conodas  Tho couses moy be found in tho gonerally un-
se ttling phychologiccl cfroot of the wor poriod; alse tho long separations
of men on active service from thoir wives often resulted in estrongement,
The provision of new frcilities for divorce is also to boe considercd; under
o dooision of the Impericl Privy Council divorees in tho Proirie Provincos
have subscquently to 1913 been gromted by the Courts of these provincos,
Onterio and Queboc being the oniy provinces in vhich the cpplicont for
divorce mst still secure o private Act of Parliement, »

Tho combined Yesult of tho above cnusos has been thot os shown on

. Toblo I, tho divorcos gfaontod in Canadn hovo increasod from 90 in 1918, to
375 in 1919, 429 in 1920, S48 in 1921 ond 5% in 1922, this lattor boing tho
firet ocmorg recont years ndt to show on ircrcasce Those mumbors orc. thoso
of finzl docrcos, which clono really cons*itute divorcess The divorces
granted in_ 1922 vepe about {wo-thirds of one per cent of the merriages con-
tracted and constivuted a much larger proportion of these in the West
than in the East, where in Prince Edward Island only one divorce has been
granted since Confoieration, The 1922 figures may possibly indicate that
the wave of divorces due to the war has reached its highost point, but the
decline from 1921 is too small for any definite conclusions to be drawn,

In Australia and New Zealand tho same phenomenon of increasing divorce

has been experienced for the same cauges, divorces in the former country

increasing from 617 in 1916 to 1,051 in 1920 and in the lattor from

246 in 1916 to 660 in 1921, ' - :

Table 2 shows the divorces granted in 1922 by the sex of the
plaintiff; from this it will be seen that the husbands are the plaintiffs
in nearly €0 per cont of the cases, In the United States the wives are
the pleintiffs in the majority of cases, the divorces gronted to them 1
in 1316 mumbering 74,893 as against 33,809 granted to husbands.
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I, DIVORCES GRANTZD IN CANADA, 1913-1922%

Tew ., Britich - Total

Toar Ontario Quebec Alberta Saskat~ lanitoba Nova  Bruns- Colum- for
chewan Scotia wiclt  dia Gana;la.

(o S 20 4 4 5 6 - L 20 5
191ﬁ. vee 18 7 N 2 2 10 12 15 10
1915, veai g 10 3 3 1 1 13 6 16 53
1o [T 18 p 1 2 2 1 11 18 67
LR Poeensd) 120 - 2 1 - 3 6 23 Bl
1918,.... 10 e 2 i - 2 510 65 ga 114
1919,.... kg 4 36 3 85 , 36 13 147 76
1920 vseli 9L 9 €5 26 Lo 5 15 136 9
L0RT A 4= 101 9 &h 50 122 1 3 128 548
AOOR. 3050 90 6 129 37 97 12 138 Sl

33

Note.- In Prinde Hiward Island only one divorce was granted between 1868 and
1922§ this was granted in 1913. _

. -

Province To_Husbands To Wives Total
Prince Edword Island...... 0 0 0
Nova. Sootha. tawse Pl 2s piee 19 16 35
Naw BrunswicKeeovevoo. 6 6 12
QUELOGCe s « do%a s . 15 s 2 4 6

OOLBTI0NT « o 4« 000 b o 55 35 90
YA SOl aFy o b e 3 T 56 1 97
Saskatchowan s s v e s, 29 8 37 -
AL Ber the g aM ke G+ b ol s waaty 80 L9 129
British Colunbifeseeeu.s e 69 65 138
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