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DIVORCE IN CA1ADA 1923. 

Figures cb.npi1d by the 
of the Dominion Bureau of Statistics 
in the number of divorces granted n 
in 1922, 544 divorces were dzzanted I: 
lar;est nuier on reóord, the figure 

- o... 	9, oi 7.2 p.c., 	o i°). 

General statistics Branch 
snow a slignt decrease 
Canaaa in 1923,  \iereas 

i the Dominion,t.-T. secor 
for 1923 shows a decrease 

' 2ri explanation of the surprising increase fro: the 
67 divorces granted in 1926 to 548 in 1921, ernphasis may be 
11d on two ain causes, - (1) the unsettling psycholoicai 
effects of the war period, combined with the 1ongsparations, 
and (2) the provision of new facilities for divorce result:n: 
from a decision of the Imperial Privy Council in 1918, which 
enabled the courts of the Prairie Provinces to grant divoi'cs 
where previously an Act of Parliament had been necessaryv The 
slight deciease in divorces granted in 1922 from the previous 
year, followed by the more marked decline during 1923, may 
indicate that the wave of divorce due to the war has :a3sed ts 
c re st. 

The number of divorces granted in 1923 by pi'OV_ nCeZ 
(exclusive of Prince Edward Island), (Table 1), was 139 in 
British Columbia, 105 in Ontario, 87 in Alberta, 81 in a.o3a, 
41 in Saskatchewan, 22 in Iova 3cotia, 19 in iew •rim:viick and 
11 in Quebec, increases during the year being evident in Ontario, 
Quebec, Saskatchewan, New Brunswick and British Columiia, cffset 
by rather marked decreases in Alberta, Manitoba and ova Scotia. 
There was one divorce to every 4,000 persons in British Co ,, - ,-  
to ver 7,000 in Alberta, to every 8,030 in Manitoba, to every 
15, 030  in Saskatchewan, 21,000 in New Brunswick, 24,000 in 
Nova Scotia, 29,000 in Ontario and to every 222,000 in uebcc. 
The figure for the Do-ainion shows one divorce granted in 1923 
to approximately eery 18,000 of the estimated population of that 
year. The figures for British Columbia and quebec may be ta:en 
as rather. exceptional, due in the former case to the disparity of 
the sexes and the rather. shifting nature of the population, and 
in the iatter to the influence of the Cnurch. 

The distinction ii1ust2atd in Table 2 between 
divorces granted to husbands and wives is of some interest. 
Vnereas in the United States from 1889 to 1922, the proortion 
between divorces granted to husbands and wives has been approximat.-
ly 1 to 2 respectively, and while in rew Zealand the umbers 
granted to each sex are Dractically the same, in Canada the 
greater number of divorces are granted to husbancis, such decrees 
in 1922 constituting 58 p.c. of the total and in 1923, 53.5 pc. 
(A noozlble indication of the grounds of petitions and decres 
may be had frou statistics - of divorce in 1ev1 Zealand, where a 
preonderance of divorces are grantci to husbands on c ,,rourds of 
adultery and separation, while a corresponcIin. FeDor.derance of 
ecrees 7 oasea on desertion are grantee, to wives). 

In the same connection i vjjll be noticed in Table 2 
that rhile in Ontario. Quebec and ritish Columbia a greater 
number of wives are graLt•ed divorces :  in the other 7Mvinces 
the reverse isthe case. This may be due to the a1legd 
inequality of the divorce law as betwcen the sexes in the 
prairie provinces. 





a - 

-2-  

I. DIVOVC71 GA'D TN 

— 
j-- 

Year Ont, ce Alta, Sash, Ma:', 	To -ra Br'ns- Co1 1 _:_ fcr 

1913 20 4 4, 1 6 -. 4 20 
1914 13 7 	•.. 4 2 2 10 12 15 70 
1915 10 3 3 1 i 13 1 	6 
1916 18 1 '1 2 2 14 11 Al  c7 
1917 10 4 2 1'. 8 - 	6- 23 54 
1918 10 2 2 1 24 J,0 65 11 
1919 49 4 36 3 83 36 13 147 37 
1920 91 9 65 26 49 45 15 135 429 
i21 101 9 C4 50 122 41 13 12 
1922 90 6 . 129 3 ,7 -  97 35 12 13 
1923 105 11 87 41 81 22 19 -i39/ 

rote:- In Prince Bd7ard Iia:d only one divorce was granted between 
068 and 1923; this was granted in 1913. 

i/ One granted by Dom?ar1ient. 

I •  
All L .tL 

7 
To 	ban4s' To VJives , Tozai 

Pri.nce Awarl Island  
')7a 3c; -  14. . 22 
ievr 3iIck 	•.. 10 	' 9 19 

11 4 -  7 
OflE.T0 	. 45 60 105 
lnitoa .  40 32 
Ssi:achewan 	.. 	. 25 . - 	16 41 
Albarta  53 29 87 

iih CG1u'oja 	. . 	65 ' 	74 V i39 	/ 

canada 	. 270 235 505' 

1/ One granted by Dominion Parliament. 
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In Ta1e 3 are added coiparative fli Lnlmroo of 
divorcE's k,, ndarriaes in England and V1r2.e, 	stra1i, 
Iev; Zealand and Canada for the years 1916 to 	1921 or 1922. 
The ereritag3 of divcrces to arriaes taldng 1ace in. the 
sane year, as nere ive -ii 
and vales to ncrea3 
to 2e2 p.c.; in Ausraiia 
17e\7 Z. e a1an fr ':i 3 .0.. p. c, 
0.1 p_ce to 0.8 P.C. 5. 
\Jhere, of course, the tot 
1ars ov.ring  to the co:pai' 

show increases 
1896, 72,0(2 in 190, 112 
Th r)ercentae cf divorce 
to 13,2 during the years 
this period increasing by 

1 Z3 	3€11 II.L1!e 	- e 	.L 	 1,tA 

during si years from 0.7 p,c. 
froi i. 5 p.c. to 2.0 p.c.; in 
to 6.2 13,C. and a i Cana.a 

	

L.ar igurCS xer 	n t:e u. 1 ed btateF3, 
•' nunbcr of divcrces is unusually 
vtive case with IiCh thr y be 
'rori 27,919 in 187 to 42,937 in 
p036 in i'16 and 148,55 4  in 1922. 
3 to arriaes increased frcn 10.8 
L91 to 1922, divorces alone during 
33 p.c. 

III. JiF. OE :AaTAGE3 A.ND DIVCR'ES IYTFTGLK'D AD ViALi 
iE 	LAiD) 7DCji19X5- 1 9 23 

3gJand . 	. : 
Iear 	and .7aies Austra1ia Zealand.  a cl  

Th ,.  fo . O. 

01 	. 	of of 	of of 	of of 	of 
Mrriagc3 Iivorc s Larres It'i. arr.Iiv.arr, 11 r- 

1916 27 ° ,846 1,908 4O.289 617 8,213 2.46 65,000  
197 25,3 1,956 33,666 652  6,417 221 6o,000 i, 
12 13 237,163 2,222 33,141 721 6,227 279 5,0Q0 

70,003 
3./ 
1/ 370 19 369,411 3,308 40,540 871 . 9,519 479 

1920 379,902 6,130 51,552  1 ,051 . 12,175 574 30,93 1  29 
1921 320,t352 7,044 46869 10,635 66o 69,732 4J 
1922 65,000 i/ 
1)23 - - - . 	- - . 	- - 

1/ estiniated. 
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