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DI 11OTWI IN CA:rLDA, 1924. 

3 tatisti.cs of divorces, secured from the authorities 
of seven provinces where divorces are granted by the courts and 
from the Dominion statutes for Ontario and cuobec, and compiled 
by the General stat I tIcs Branch of the DO:11n ion Bureau of 
Statistics, show an increase of 38 in the nuribor of divorces 
granted in Canada during 1924 over the previous ;ear. A total of 
543 divorces were granted during the calendar year 1924, as 
compared with ro durin., the calondr year 1923 - an increase 
of 7.5 p.o. 	The 192'4' total is only 5 loss than the record number, 
granted in 1921. 

The- increase in divorces granted from 1916 to 1921 
has been ascribw-3 to the unsettling psychological effects of the 
war period nd the long separations of iien from their wives, 
combined with the now fad lit ins for obtain ing di vorco, provided 
by a decision of the 'udicia1 Committee of the Privy Council, 
which enabled the courts of the Prairie Provinces to grant divorces 
Decraaee in the totals in 1922 and 193 appeared to indicate a 
decline in divorces which night be ascribed to the cessation of 
abnormal war-time condi ti ons, but the conparat ively large increase 
In 1921, six years iLftor the Lrmisti cc, nest evidently be 
attributed to tho greator ease with which decrees nay now be 
obtained a:.d, possibly, to a more lenient view of such proceed- 
ings on the part of the community. It may be romar:ed, however, 
that any attempt to attribute increases or doc:eaos throughout 
the Don in ion to any part i cular cause must be very approximate, 
since Table 1, followinL:, shows the f1uctw.t ions in the various 
provinces to be quite irregular. 

The number of divorces grunted dwring l92'., by 
provinces, (Table 1) was 136 in British Columbia, 118 in Alborta, 
114 in Ontario, 77 in 1anitoba, 42 in Nova 3cotia, 28 in Sasic-
atchowan, 11 in 1:ew Brunswic:t, 13 in uoboc and none in 71 rince 
edward Island, ;:hero, indeed, only one divorce has Doon rant od 
since Confederation. 

Tho largest 	roaso in dvorcnn in any 
during the year was in liert , whore ii 	showed an increase of 
31 over 1923. Foxt in o:dor were yova Jsotiu, Ontario and 
Quebec, with incroass o: 20, 9 and 2 respect ively. 	Jas]:atchowan 
ianitoba, New 3run3wic and British Colum'uia recordod respective 
decroasos of 1, 	, ', and 3. In adi tion to the actual 
increases or d ccreaso s by provinces, attun tion rwç' also be 
drawn to the larger number of decrees gr ted to wives in 
Nova 3cotia, anitoLa ad ;1berta, to husbands in ::ova Scotia 
and Alberta anu to the 3n:1 icr nunb:r granted to husbands 
In Lan itoba and to wives in 3ashatchowai, (3cc Table 2). 
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The Sex of Alicants for Divorces.- 

It will be soon thot, in the coion division of 
divorce statistics into thoso ranted to husbands and, to wives, 
the 1924 fiur2s indicate achango I roin the preceding yoar In 
1'22 and 1923, divorces gantod to husbands in Canada fOred 
rLEpCcti1Te1y 53 and 53.5 p.O. of th  total number grcthtod. In 
1924, hoviavoi-, this percentage dOppoci to 48.3 p.c. The change 
in relative proDorti=6 - is very probably to be accounted for by 
the recent dcarid I ol' equal rights for either sex in divbrco 
procoodins. In comparing Canadian divorces in this respect 
with those in New Zeairnd and in the United States, it is sOOfl 
that the decrees granted in nov: Zcaland are also distributed 
practically evenly bctv;on the sexes, while in the United 
Stat's, since 1389, the proportibh between decrees granted to 
husbands and to wives has been approximately 1 to 2 respectiVely. 

(A possible indication of the grounds of pCtltioflW and. 
decrees 1iaybo had from statistics of divorce in Now Zealand, 
vihorc a prcpondoratcc of divorces arc granted to husbands b nl 
roundc of duitry and separation, while a corresponding pre-

ponderance of decrees based on dosrtion are &jpnted to wives. 
In the United States 9  however, 40 p.c. of tho divorces granted 
to wives arc on grounds of cruelty, while 44 D.C. of those to 
husbands ai-o on grounds of acscrtjon. In tha 1ttcr country, 
as in 1Tow Zealand, a correspondingly larger proportion of 
deorcos are granted to husband.s on grounds of adultery than 
to WiVOS), 

iyorccs Granted in United States to persons Married.in Canada.- 

A faet which throws oonsidera10 now light on the 
divorce situation in Canadais found in the iarriago. and Divorce 
Bullotin of the Uniod States Breau of the Ccnus. The 
Statistics of this iDublication indicate the surprising1IargC 
Otont to which divorces are granted in that country to persons 
married. in Canada, Thus, i1i 1922, no fo-icrthar, 1,368 divorce 
doc±oos were granted to coplos 	r:io(. in Canada, a number 
more than 2-f-  tiios as la -.:gc ds the toti rumborgrantod ii±.Canadct 
in the same yor. This 1Liboi'a1s.) forr'ed 36.2 p.c. of thO 
number of divorces gr ntd. in Trj'o. 	during the year to 
Couplos married, in 	io: cci tis 7hile, at the same time, 
the perc'ntage ef t - 	noDuiatjon to thotota1 

to 	i 	,1 	,., Th' Bullctirkocs on to 
'It 13 DOsS ible that in' GanLdins acquire a residence 

in the United States for the solo urposo of obtaining divorce 
bocauso in general, divorce laws;aie more liberal in the IJnitd 
Statea than in Canada". Of the 1,368  divorces granted to 
coup1s who had boon married in Qanada, no foiOr than 462 ,wero 
granted by 'the courtm of the State Of Michigan while 135. 
wore granted, in the State of l7ashington and 126. in California. 

0tawa,Aorj1 9, 1925-RB. 
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Yoar 0:t. 

I. DIV0OS 

Quo. 	A1t. 

TTI 

(Final 

3.ak. 

Ill 	CITiiD.., 

Dccroc.) 

an, iova 
scotia 

)13 	- 

hoyt 
Brun- 
'dick 

1924. 

Briti'sh 
Co1u- 
bia - 

Total 	- 
for 
Canada 

1913 20 4 6 1 6 - 4 0 59 
1914 13 7 2 2 10 12 15 

16 
70 

1915 10 3 3 1 1 13 6 53 
1916 18 1 1 2 2 14 II 18 67 
1917 13 4 2 1 '- 3 6 23 54 
1913 10 2 2 1 - 24- 10 65 114 
1919 49 4 36 3 38 36 13 147 376 
1920 91 9 65 26 42 45 15 136 429 
1921 101 9 34 50 122 41 13 128 548 
1922 90 6 129 37 97 

81 
35 12 133 

139-V 
544 
505 1923 105 11 37 61 22 19 

13641 1924 114 13 113 23 77-2/ 42 15 543 

Note: In Princ dvrard Ii1and, 	only on divorc rrntod botvioon 
1368 and 1924; thii viao 	rantccI in 1913. 

1/ Oná granted by Doin1on pmrlia.nont. 
2/ Eno granted by Do:.iinion Prliicnt. 

II b DIVORCEL) GRMTTfl) Ill CJUADA Iii 192' All. 1924, 
BY 	IiCS AU) 	0i LLTIFF. 

(Piia1 D3cr003). 

Provincc s 	 To :-Fcbnd 	To \?jvo o, 	Total 
1924 	1923 1924 	1923 1924 

Prince thard I1and 
Nova Scotja 14 20 3 22 22 	42 
Neui Brunsv.rick 10 7 9 2 19 	15 
Quebec 4 5 •7 3 11 	13 
Ontario 45 49 Go 105 	li 
Manitoba 49 35-1/ 32 42-1/ 81 	77- 2/ 
Sasktchowan 25 22 16 6 41 	23 
.1berta 53 65 29 53 37 	110 
Briti$h Co1umbj. 65 62 74-1/ 74-1/ 139- 1/136_1/ 

Canada . • . . . . . 270 	265 	235 	272 	505 543 

1/ One granted by Doünion prr1iaiont. 

2/ T7O granted by Doiinion pr1ianont. 
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c0::pARIsc:.T3ITH 0Hfl O0U1iTI1S. 

In Table 3. arc added comparative figures of divorces 
and marringes in England and \a1es, Australia, Novi Za1and 
and Canada for the years 1916 to 1922 or 1923. The perôontage 
of divorces to :arriages, taking place in the same year, 
as hero given, is seen in the caso of Eng1an and \7ales t 
havo increased during eight years fr;a 0.35 P.C. to 0.91 p.c.; 
in Autra1ir. from 1.53 p.c. to 231 p.c.; in 115%7 Zealand ftom 
2.41 p,c, to 5.20 n.C. and un Canada from 0.1 p.c. to 0.3 p.c. 
Similar figures for the United Stato, 7horo, of course, the 
tot1 number of divorces is unusually large oiing to the 
comparative ease with vrhich they may be obtained, shovi increases 
fro:n 27,919 in 1337 to 42,937 in 1396, 72,062 in 1906, 
112,036 in 1916 and 143,315 in 1922. The percentage of divorces 
to arrjagos indrcasod from 10.3 to 3,2 during the years 1916 
to 1922, divorces tlono during this period increasing by 33 p.C. 

III.iU3ER CJ IARRIAGES AD DIV0RCE Ii .TGLTD A1 
JAL 	AU;iTRJiA, 1E\J LJI A.ID CAiPDA lIT 

CT YflA3. 

England and NOVI 
Vales Australia Zealand Canath' 

Year 	No.'of Io.6f iIoof ] TO. 	of lTo,of 1o.of 1T. of 	iToof 
Marre Dlv- :iLarr- Dlv- i!Larr- Dlv- Marr- 	D-iv- 
lagos orces lagos orcor lagos 	orcos . lagos 	-.;orcOS 

1916 272,846 990 40,239 617 3,213 193 65,000 1/ 67 
1917 256,355 703 33,666 652 6,417 221 6o,000 1/ 54 
1918 
1919 

287,163  
369,411 

1,111 
1,654 

33,141 
40,540 

697 
391 

6,227 
9,519 

203 
337 

55,000 
70,000 

1/ 
1/ 

114 
376 

1920 379, 6 58  3,090 51,552 1,060 12,175 471 0,931 429 
1921 320,352 3,522  46,369 1,405 10,635 513 69,732 548 
1922 299,524 2,5'38 44,731 11 258  9,556 23 64,420 544 
923 292',403 2,667 44,'541 10,070 524 65,500 1/ 505 

1924 - - - - - - 
- 543 

i/ Estimated, 
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