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DIVORCE 11 CANADA, 1924,

S5tatistios of divorces, secured from the authorities
of seven provinces where divorces are granted by the courts and
from the Dominion statutes for Ontario and Quebec, aund compiled
ty the General Statistics Branch of the Dominion Xureau of
Statistics, show an incroase 02 3€ in the numiter of divorces
granted in Caradz during 1924 over the previous year. A total of
543 divorces were grranted during the ealendar year 1924, as
compared with 50L during the calendar year 1923 - an linorease
0f 745 DecCe Tire-192% "toted s 0aly 5 1453 than tire redofd TWurber,
granted in 1921,

Ve e rea s e s @RS gtiee s wispauniveld - frowm 19160 tig 1921
has boeen ascribed to the unsettling psychological offects of the
war period wnd the long saparations 07 mea from thelr wives,
combined with the new facilitios for obtaining divorce, provided
By o degision of -the TUdLELNl EURNLt tue 0f the Privy Cudndil,
which enabled tiis courts of the Prairie Provinces to grant divorces
Decrasee in the totals in 1922 and 1913 anpeared to indicate a
decline iu divorces which might be aseribed to the cessation of
abnormal war-time coaditions, but-the conpitratively large increase
in 1924, six wyears ufter tho Lrmistice, must evidently be
attributed to the groztor ease with which decirces nay now be
obtained uud, possidbly, to a more lenient view of suoh procecd-
ings on the part of the community. It may be rewmarized, however,
that any attempt to attribute lncreases or decreuses throughout
the Doninion to any particular cause nmust he very apnroxinate,
sifice ®ables Ty-Followind, sSkows the ilucsduttions insthe variows
provinces to be gquite irregular.

Phe - nunrver-of Wdivorces” grantéd darisg- 1934, by
Priigces,t (Malke -1y eas P88 i1 BFitigli Coluwwiil; 140 in Alberta
114 in Ontario, 77 in lanitoba, 42 in Nova 3cotia, 28 in Sask-
atichol@ng- 1 dn-NWew "Brunswisole, L3 -da-Quevec and nohe Iin Prinece
Edward Island, vheru, indeed, only onc divorce iias deen granted
since Co:ufoderation.

The. Faege st dMeifenbcion idn — o g WoRclsTah a2 ny T Rl avinee
during the yowr Ttas in ALTdrim  twwheseo 1¥E40 siuoviad —dn ihcreass: of
31 over "1323. . JFext- dn grder were lova Bsotlal Onta@rio and
QUE DO iy bl NG OS5 5 — 0 G LT (RSS2 ol iy S CTEI W e Ly s | “SASFalTelien an-g
lranitobi g Revi- BRtinsh hck ands Britt ish - Clollnd®is reecorded- respoetive
dele RS E s Ot~ L inrray T 4 dnd . Tasihn SaddERtlon 50t At ad
increases or deerceases Ly provinces, atteintion ruy also bo
drawn to the larger numboer 0of doecrcas graated to wives in
Nova: "Seet ie, Haniteda amnd ilberga, to ‘husvamdE-in jiova ‘Scotia
and Alberta ang to tie sniller nunber granted to husbands
1 et e thwwives i Saskatehovwad - {Bee Teblo 2 ).
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The Sex of Applicants {for Divorees,-

; It will be scen 'that, in the conimen divigion of _
divorece statisties into those granted to husbands and to wives,
the 1924 figuras indicats a-change fTrom the preceding year. In
1022 oand 1923, diveorces granted to husbands in Canada formed
reepectively 53 and 53.5 p.c. of ‘thd total number grantcd. In
1924, however, %this percentage dropped to 48.0 p.c. The change
in relative proportions "is very probobly to be acgounted for 4
the récent demand fof cqual rights for cither sex in divorce
procecdings. In compariag Canadian divorces in this respoct
witn those in Wew Zeaisnd and in the United States, it is scen
that the decreds granted in New Zealand arce a2lso distributed

ractically cvenly betwedn the sexes, while in the United
tet~s, since 1389, the proportidh vetween decrces granted to
husbands and to wives has been approximately 1 to 2_respcctively.

— = (A possible indication of the grounds of petitions and
decrées hay“be had from statistics of divorce in New Zealand,
where a preponderance of divorees arce gronted to husbands on
grounds of gdultery and separation, while a corresponding pre-
pondcrance of decreoes bascd on destrtion are granted to wives,
In the Unitced States, however, 40 p.c. of the divorces .granted
to wives arc on grounds of crucliy, while 44 p.c. of those to
husbands are¢ on grounds of Gcscrtion. In the latter eountry,
as in New Zoaland, a correspondingly larger proportion of

deerces arce granted to husbands on grounds of adultery thon
to wives),

Divorecs Granted in Uniiod S¥ates to porsons ilarried. in Canada.-

A fact which throws consideradle new light on the
divorce situation in Canndeis found in the larriage and Divorco
Bullotin of the United Stntes :Burecau of thc Census. Thé '
statistics of this publicotion indicate the surprisinglyy large
extent. to vhich divorces are granted in that country to persons
merried .in Canada. Thus, inh 1922, no fowerthan 1,360 divorce
deerees were granted to couples married in Cdnada, o number
more than 24 times as lazsc as the totzl number®granted ir: Canada
in the same year. %This muberalsy formed 356.2 p.c. of the
number of divoreos gronted in Inited Stnics: during the ycar to-
couples married in Terolgn cotmitringy While, at the same time,
the pereentage of the “ewdion-tora mopulation to thetotal
foroign-born amcunidd to wnlv G.l pece The Bulletipfocs on to.
8ay; "It is possible thai zdn, Canidiins acquire a residence
in the United States for the sole purposc of obtaining divorce
because in goneral, divorce laws.arc morc liberal in the United
States thon in Canndo®. Of the 1,368 divorces granted to
couplés who hnd been morried in Canada, no fewer thnn 462 were
granted by the courts of the Statc of Michigan, while 135
were granted in the State of Washington and l2é.in California.

- ‘

Obtowa,April 9,1925-Ki.
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I. DIVORCES GRANTED IN CAK

A0i, 3913 - 1924,

(I’inal Decrecs.

)

- Ifew British  Tosal

sl b Ont. Quc, ‘Alta, Bisk, Nans Hova Bruns- Colua- 54}y
Scobia wilik Dbia Canado
1913 20 % 4 1 6 = 4 20 59
1914 13 7 4 2 2 10 12 15 70
L9015 10 3 & 1 X 13 6 16 93
1916 18 1 1 2 &= 36 4 10 67
1917 19 & 2 s - 3 23 94
1313 10 2 2 2 - 26 10 65 114
1919 49 4 36 % a3 36 13 167 376
1920 91 9 65 26 2 45 1% 136 429
1921 it 9 04 5@ -"1a2 4] 3 128 543
1922 90 6 12 37 97 3 12 138 544
1923 105 11 o7 A=l 22 19 B8 5
1924 ¥4 - 33 115 ol=_0. 9727 42 ) 136-3/ 543
Note: In Prince Baward Islend, orly one divoree was gronted botween
1068 and 1924; this was gronted in 1613,

> grenbed by Dominion Prrlicment.
fonted by Dominion Porlicment.

3 AID 1924,

IT ., DIVORCES GRANTAD 11 u/\_TA.'DJ e Wl EOP
BY 2N ITHCIRS ARD S&K OF RLAINTTN.,
(#i:01 Dacreos),
Provineces o 8. Husbands To Wives Feotal
e I T90F 1923 1994 1923 1G24
Prince Sdword Islond = = = = 2k
Nova 3cotin 14 20 g y 2] 22 «2
New Srunswicik 10 ‘. 9 8 3 15
Quchee 4 5 3 0 . g 13
Ontorio 45 £y 50 5% 105 114
Monitoba 49 35-1/ = 417 8L 77-2/
Saskntchewan 25 22 16 41 20
Alberta 3 65 29 53 T IRY
British Columbic 6 62 74-1/ 74-1/ 139-1/136-1/
RN e o i of s Y 265 235 278 505 543

1/ One granted by Dominion Parliament.

2/ To granted by Dominion Pariiament,
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COMPARISCHS WITH OTHER COUNTRIGES.

17 Table 3 ok wlgcd sdupneative figerds of diverees
and marrioges in Bnglond and Wales, Ausiralia, New Zsaland
and Canada for the years 1916 to 1922 or 1923. The percentage
of [divarcos: o Mnrriages, taking nlacs in the same yoar,
as herg givan, ig Bcen In the casc of Bagland and Wales to
have increased during cight years from 0.35 pe.c. to 0.91 p.c.;
in"Audtralia £¥o8 1553 w.e. Yo 2501 'p.¢.; in Néw Zealand f¥om
23RLE R 05~ U0 sl P e ond- - Cxmaida ez 04l feCe B0 pa
Similar figures for the United Stated, where, of coursd, the
bodekimimooy of “divorges is unusually l3itge owing 5o the
CodlaBative oaEe with Wridh theV poy 8¢ obtaincll,; shewi inerecascs
from 27,919 in 18087 to 42,937 in 1896, 72,062 in 1906,
112,036 in 1916 ~nd 143,015 in 1922. The poerceantoge of divorcoes
to marriages increased froxm 10,8 to 43,2 during the ycars 1916
to 1922, divorcos alone during this period incrcasing by 33 1eCs

III. JUMBER OF MARRIAGES ALD DIVORCES IH BNGLAND AID
WALLS, AUBDTRALLA, WoW ZuinaiD AdD CANMADA IN

% St i
T GRS e T

EBngland and ew
Walos 709, e Takeos ke 11 Zenland Canado

YEAP- "0 L~ Moer ~NOOE M g e g — Mo 0 Ho.o071 Wo<on

llnrre Div- lhrr- Dive Mnrpe= Div- linrre Dive

iages OREES iFae P 0o lH igigcy. orces.) iagcs - QrCceaL
1916 279,546 ) e e o ey (i G =P D BN T 67
1317 2%82855 283 33:662 552~ ALa00 921 BO.00G 1/ 4
YR B AT BRI IR TN L ) e sl R 114
1919°5369%47% 1., 554 40, S0~ SOV - —Oe51G 330 = 76600- 1/ 376
1920 379,658 3,090 51,552 1,060 12,175 471 50,931 423
1921 " 3205852 3,522 46 0691, 405 + 16, 63% - 513 69,732 54
1922 299,524 2,558 44,731 1,253 9,556 523 . 64,420 544
1923 292,408 2,667 44,541 - 13,070 524 65,5001/ gzg
1624 = = = - e - e

1/ Bstimnted,
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