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DIVORCES IN CANADA, 1933

There were S:£3 divorces granted in Canada in the calendar year 1933, 899
being granted by the courts of seven provinces, while 24 were granted by the Dominion
Parliament. These latter have bean allotted to provinces according to the damicile
of the petitioner, 23 being granted to applicants residing in the province of Quebec
and one to a wife residing in Ontario whose husband was a residont of Quebec.

Ag compared witk 1932 there was a decrecase of 72 divorces, or 7.2 per cent.
Ontario recorded 304 as against the revised figure of 341 for the previous year.
British Columbia and Manitoba also showed slight increases, while in each of the other
provinces there was a dacline. Table 1 shows the divorces granted, by provinces, in
each of the twenty-one years from 1913 to 1933.

The Sex of Applicants for Divorces.- Up t111 1924, Canada's divorce statis-
tics differed from those of most other countries in that they showed that a majority
of the divorces granted were on the petition of tho husband. In 192U wivos obtained
51.2 p.c. of the decrees granted, but in 1925 husbands were again in the majority of
the successful petitioners with 50.6 p.c. In 1926 wives received relief in 52.0 p.c.,
in 1927 in 52.6 p.c. and in 1928 in 52.0 p.c. of the cases adjudged, thie condition
being possibly due in part to the passing of the Divorce Act, 1925, which removed
certain anomalies which formerly operated to the projudico of wives. In 1929 and 1930
wives received relief in 53,9 p.c. and 58.4 p.c., respectively, of the cases adjudged,
while in 1931 the proportion dropped te 57.7 p.c., rising in 1932 and 1933 to 58.7
p.c. and 58,9 p.c., rospectively (sce Table 2). A comparison of Canadian divorce
statistics with those of New Zealand and thoe United States shows that of the decrees
granted in the former country from 1928 to 1932, wives rcceived 52.8, 57.3, 56.3,

58.0 and 55.7 p.c., respectively, while figurus for the latter country for the six
yoar period from 1926 to 1931 show the docisions granted to wives as being 69,9, 70.5,
71,0, 71.4, 72.3 and 72.8 p.c. of the total respoctively. In the United Statos, the
proportion of two divorces granted to wives to one granted to husbands remained fairly
constant from 1889 to 1923, but is now being replaced by a higher ratio of about

five to two,

Proportion of Divorced Persons in the Population.- At the 1931 census, there
were enumerated 4,049 divorcsd males and 3,392 divorced females in the Dominion, or
0.08 p.c, and 0,07 p.c. of each sex respectively, while in 1921 the figures recorded
wore 3,670 and 3,731 or 0,08 p.c. and 0.09 p.c., respoctively. As among the nine
provinces, British Columbia showed the highest percentage of divorced persons in the
population with 0,24 p.c. of each sox, while Quebec showed tho lowest percentage with
0.02 males and 0,03 females, Divorced porsons who have subsequently becn remarried
are, of course, recorded in the ccnsus as married,

Remarriage of Divorced Persons.- An interesting side light on the divorce
question 1s afforded by the figures of divorced porsons who remarried in the years
1926 to 1932, as shown in Toble 3. The statistics indicato that the number of divorced
persons remarrying is increasing pari passu with the number of divorces, Table Yy
shows by provinces the number of divorced persons who remarried in the five yoars
1928-32,
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1. DIVORCES GRANTED IN CAJADA, 3913 - 1533

{Final Decrees)

¥oite.- In Princs #dward Island, one divorce was grented in 1913 and one in
L)

1381,

=T Total
Ot~ Dan. 'y AltE" Sack . - K&k ¥.8. WBFLCEL G T ltes
e Canada

= o, o A - 20 4 ¥ ) 6 2 Lt 20 50
D T TR RSN 18 7 i 2 2 10 12 15 70
L i e - 10 3 2 1 2 13 6 16 £z
TN o vr e S 13 v 1 2 2 it ] 67
o i + Ao 10 4 2 i - 8 £ e 54
1 SR 7 4 ok W 10 2 2 i - P2 15 65 L3N
B V. st w7 < » L9 L 36 3 3 35 O U Y IR v
o RED A e )8 9 65 26 Yz 45 15 135 L29
PR - ST 101 9 g4 50 i22 u3 13 128 548
2 o g Iy . 90 6 4 329 4 i 25 12 | 138 - ol
L o) % 7 N, 105 11 87 n 81 22 193 139 K05
LT il 114 HE 118 23 Vs el 15 1%6 543
e R L 121 13 L0, 42 79 30 15 150 551
o7 R AL 113 10 184 48 85 19 12 167 608
DO a1 AR 182 17 e BO .- B8R 29 e el

~, 213 o 168 5 70 28 14 203 785

aos 208 30 JL 7 5 85 70 2% 222 816
T v o et s 267 40 351 5¢ 1l 19 c7 255 &75
L L e 90* 29 15k £l o 35 2C 208 692*
L TR s PN a3 149 £1 114 35 26 245 995*
el o e« 3k 23 135 4g 116 27 12 &58 923

2. DIVORGES GRA§TED IN CAMDA, 1933% - 1933, BY PROVINCES
AND S OF FIAINTIZ?
f¥ive) Decraes)
: . To Husbands: To Wives: Total:
Pdrovinces U
9% 1932 1933 15931 .. 1032 1933 19731 1933 1933

e Tecilfciados=s =1 7 i - - - B - 1 - -
Nove Sc0tia....... e 10 18 5.5 217 36 35 27
Yew Brunswick..... g ik 10 W2 ie 2 20 26 ik
T T T T 6 9 31 g8 1h 38 2l a3
O 10 = L o aempies T T B AR TR Y e T 9c*  3hir 304
WA, < . ity 3¢ 35 sk 75 77 g4 11k 116
Sagkatchewan. . ... > 8ly 28 22 27 33 25 51 £l Lg

T T g 59 6t 55 35 g3 8 isk 149 135

Britich Columbin.. 8L o0 ge 127 135 176 208 s 25¢
C2nadb,. e . ou.oes 29%%= Lagr gl -S00F < BBPY 569 - OBEE-T995F «JH

*Revised figores.
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3, DIFCRCED PERSQS REMARRIND, 3Y SaX, 1926 -. 32
Yea Hales Females
s Al e Lgl hie
B e Tt e 15 B %Y 98@ 52l
R bt o a5 T Bl 9 159
R e T Sl 756 703
e o e W 759 £68
o v oy S £65 589
RERE - T el 579
4. DIVORCED PARSOIS BYMARRIID, RBY PROVIN(ES, 1908 -
Note.~ The aunmber of divorce’ ncn whe married divarocd women was 112 in
1928, ¥51 1% 15289, 309 1n 1930, 10: In 2932 wnd 73 ia 1938,
i7. a8 F R A e N iy
Males Peumales Males Tomelss Males Femoles kiaies Fomalas Males Females
Privce iaward Is. - - 1 1 g - i - 1 -
Nova Scovia...... ol 19 il g &5 48 28 27 20 24
¥ew Bronawick. ... 63 56 46 35 23 a9 25 2l 5 17
T 11 G 52 37 86 49 62 52 69 Lh
DRSO s e 183 IR0 137 175 200 15R 17l U] 198 154
FETER T, i, 62 ¥ L 63 €6 sl 73 43 59 51
‘Sadknichaven, . ... T 56 L6 55 62 50 13 47 53 35
Ai)er*a...,... R 1 ie 11€ 20 03 10e 102 107 g8 103
British Golumbia, 201 228 218 230 21k 2057 i5 152 148 151
el T 739 O T8bL 03 - 5 - m5he 1 669 589 . BeL 57§
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AGES OF THE PARTIES TO0 232 DIVORTES GRANTED IN ONTARIQ, 1933,
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P-C. to 0:18 p.e.; and in-Cansda from O.1-p,c. to 1,57 p.c.

-5 -

COMPARI SONS WITH OTHER COUNTRIES

In Table 6 are given comparative figures of divorces and marriages in Zngland
and Wales, Australia, New Zealand and Canada for the years 1916 and subsequently. The
percentage of divorces to marriages taking place in the same year, as here given, is
seen in the case of England and Wales to have increased during these years from 0.32
p.c. to 1.27 p.c.; in Australia from 1,53 p.c. to 4,12 p.c.; in New Zealand from 2.4l
Similar figures for the
United States, where, of course, the total number of divorces is unusually large owing
to the comparative ease with which they may be obtalhed, show increases from 27,919

in 1887 to 42,937 in 1896, 72,062 in 1906, 114,000 in 1916, 148,815 in 1922, 165,096 in
1923, 170,952 in 1924, 175,449 in 1925, 180,853 in 1926, 192,037 in 1927, 195,939 in
1928, 201,468 4n 1929, falling to 191,591 in 1930, 183,664 in 1931 and 160,329 in 1932,
The percentage of divorces to marriages increased from 10,6 to 16,3 during the years
1916 to 1932, divorces during this period increasing by 40.64 p.c.
granted to women in the United States constituted 72.8 p.c. of the total granted, as
compared with 72,3 p.c, in 1930,)

(In 1931 divorces

6. NUMBER OF MARRIAGES AND DIVORCES IN ZNGLAND AND WALRS,
AUSTRALIA, N&W _ZEALAND AND CANADA IN RZCENT YEZARS
Eng%zfgeand Australia Zeii:nd Canada

No, of -~ No..of Mo, of Mo. of Noi of Ndi.of No, of . No. of

Mer- Di- Mar- B Mar- Di- Mar- Bi=

rieges vorces riages vorces ringes vorces riages vorces
1916... 279,846 990 Lo, 289 617 g,21% 198 65, 000* 67
1917... 258,855 703 33,666 652 6,417 219 60,000 5k
1918... 287,163 ol 33,141 681 6,227 199  5b,000* 114
1919... 369,11 1,654  Lo,540 879 9,519 336 70,000° 376
1920... 379,658 3,090 51,552 1 gl L0 W 1 469 80, 931 L29
1921... 320,852 3,522  U46,869 T80~ “185655 BIL . 69,732 548
1922.., 299,524 2,568 L4, 731 1,326 9,556 522 64,L20 Slk
1923,.. 292,408 2,667 4,541 1,460 10,070 522 66,1463 505
1924,.. 296,416 2,286 s, 869 1,528 10, 259 526 65,129 543
1925... 295,689 2,605 46,899 1, 84l 10,419 612 ok, B4l 551
1926... 279,860 2,622  L47,865 1,632 10, 680 61l 66,658 608
TORGS 5.  S083T0 3,190 19,033 1,899 10,478 540 69,515 748
1928.., 303,228 4,018  L4g,593 1828, o LbuE 3y BEh - S ELT 785
1929... 313,316 3,3% 47,500 2,036 10,967 635 77,288 g16
1930... 315,109 3,563 43,255 ot 11,075 620 71,657 875
RN Lo BRIy 3,764 38,882 ~ 9,817 591 66,591 68l
1932... 307,184 3,894 43,634 - 9,89 612 62,531 995

*Estimated.
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Tabie 7, %oken frem the German official publication, Wirtschaft und Statistilk,
snovs the aunber of divoirces in meny ccuntries, together with thelr ratios to popu-

iation in recent years, as ccmpared with their ratio to population in the pro-war year
191%, In most countries there has becn a striking increase in divorce in the last
twenty years.

. DIVORCES T (NRTAIY COUITRIES, 1930-1932, AND RATIO TO
POPULARIGH, 1933 AiD 1930-1932

No. of Diworcas Tivorces per 100,000 Population
1920 1971 1932 Cr Y 5 e 1932

Ceuntxw

United Sgates...... 191,591 183%,66k 160,329 ALl Y R,
Ausbria®/ . ... ... .. ; 5,573 6,730 % ll.ul/ It 100,0 5
B R e e & Rl7859 52, 659 - 1255 195 77.4 *
Tanltby' .. 71 AR 1,L50 1 hes - - 76.3 4.4 -
Swit@erioadd’! |, ... 2.738 g, 873 5 41.8 67.5 70.4 -
BN e e « 97 Az - 3 62.5 63.6 -
CobMRI - 2T o . 13 40,722 39, 971 42, 922 27.9 63.3 61.8 65.0
T o - S S £38 ake 240 - 59.6 60.0 59.1
taica-of South

Africa (¥hites)... 1,03h 863 987 .S 57.5 62,5 53.1
DEDDCH Lol e L 20,367 = 9 e1, 8ug el 48,9 50.7 52.1
FUDBOLT) 4 as e o osecs 5,495 4,357 X > 63.6 50.0 -
L BT TS o a D 5, 826 6,397 = - b2.3 45,7 -
Wawelaalind . . o0 620 551 612 ’ b1.6 40.9 k2.1
R ab ey ~ . . 95 1ER F 3.5 T 40.5 -
Czecunslovakia..... 5. 657 5. 6l - = 38.8 bo.2 ~
T R 52 22 - 2] 5 IS -
A & T 2 2,350 2472 . 28,3 64.9 39.3 -
ROURANI&. o v vy s v B TR 1-563 7,270 Bl 37.6 38.9 40.0
sl . . . 2,213 2,36 2,352 57 36, B 28:1 38.1
LA T 2,861 SICOT = i8.1 36.2 3Ts7 -
=R T =, 2,491 £, 533 2,522 159 30.8 % T 30.8
S S 839 &5+ 876 20.5 ) 30.3 30.9
T R 720 .01 - 8.5 2l.4 29.1 A
Saabind. ... 5.0 hs9 503 = 5.3 - 1.7 -
Ingland and Wales.. 3,563 3, 76U - i £.30 9.4

SRR 5 o 75 692 995 0.8 8.6 9.3 9.4

2/ Provious arca,
2/ Incivding judicial soparations and annulmonts,
3/ Including annulmonts.
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