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DIVORCES IN CANADA, 1933 

There were 923 divorces granted in Canada in the calendar year 1 933, 899 
being granted by the courts of seven provinces, while 214  were granted by the Dominion 
Parliament. These latter have been allotted to provinces according to the domicile 
of the petitioner, 23 being granted to applicants residing in the province of Quebec 
and one to a wife residing in Ontario whose husband was a resident of Quebec. 

As compared with 1932  there was a decrease of 72 divorces, or 7.2 per cent. 
Ontario recorded 30 14 as against the revised figure of 3141  for the previous year. 
British Columbia and Manitoba also showed slight Increases, while in each of the other 
provinces there was a decline, Table 1 shows the divorces granted, by provinces, In 
each of the twenty-one years from 1913  to 1 933. 

The Sex of Applicants for Divorces.- tip till 1924, Canada's divorce statis-
tics differed from those of most other countries in that they showed that a majority 
of the divorces granted were on the petition of the husband.. In 19214 wives obtained 
51.2 p.c. of the decrees granted, but in 1925 husbands were again in the majority of 
the successful petitioners with 50.6 P.C. In 1926  wives received relief in 52.0 p.c.. 
in 1927  in 52,6 P.C. and in 1928 In 52.0 p.c. of the cases adjudged, this condition 
being possibly due in part to the passing of the Divorce Act, 1925,  which removed 
certain anomalies which formerly operated to the projudico of wives. In 1929 and 1930  
wives received relief in 3,9 p.c and 58. 14 p.c., respectively, of the cases adjudged, 
while in 1931  the proportion dropped to 57.7 p.c., rising In 1932  and 1933  to 58.7 
p.c. and 58.9 p.c., respectively (see Table 2). A comparison of Canadian divorce 
statistics with those of Now Zealand and the United. States shows that of the decrees 
granted In the former country from 192$ to 1932,  wives received 52.8, 57.3, 56.3, 
58.0 and 55.7 p.c., respectively, while figures for the latter country for the six 
year period from 1926 to 1931  show the decisions granted to wives as being 69,9, 70 .5, 
71.0, 71.14, 72.3 and 72.8 p.c. of the total respectively. In the United States, the 
proportion of two divorces granted to wives to one granted to husbands remained fairly 
constant from 1889 to 1923,  but is now being replaced by a higher ratio of about 
five to two. 

Proportion of Divorced Persons in the Population.- At the 1931  census, there 
were enumerated 14,0149 divorc'd males and 3,392  divorced females In the Dominion, or 
0.08 pc. and 0.07 P.C.  of each sex respectively, while in 1921 the figures recorded 
were 3,670  and  3,731  or 0.08 p.c. and 0.09 p.c., respectively. As among the nine 
provinces, British Columbia showed the highest percentage of divorced persons in the 
population with 0.214 p.c. of each sex, while Quebec showed the lowest percentage with 
0.02 males and 0.03 females. Divorced persons who have subsequently been remarried 
are, of course, recorded in the census as married. 

Remarriage of Divorced Persons,- An interesting side light on the divorco 
question Is afforded by the figures of divorced persons who remarried in the years 
1926 to  1932,  as shown in Table 3. The statistics indicate that the number of divorced 
persons remarrying is increasing pan passu with the number of divorces. Table 14 
shows by provinces the number of divorced persons who remarried In the five years 
1928-32, 
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1. 	CSO IN 	\PJ913 - 19J.3 

(Final Dccree) 

1ote.- In Prico 'diard olana, one divorce was granted in 1913  and une in 
1931 . 

Total 
Ont. Q.uo. Alta, S.ak. Llan. N.3. N.B. B.C. for 

Canada 

1913 .............. 20 14 1 6 - 20 50 
18 7 2 2 10 12 70 

1915 ............. 10 3 3 1 1 13 6 i5 
1916 .............. 10 1. 1 2 2 U. 18 67 
1917 .............. IC 14 2 1 -• E 23 514 
1918 .............. 0 2 2 1 - 214 65 fl4 
191? .............. 149 14 36 3 88 35 13 1)47 376 
192 .............. 91 9 65 26 142 45 15 .35 )429 
1921 .............. 101 9 50 122 41 13 128 548 
1922 .............. 90 6 129 37 97 35 12 1 38 51414 
1923 .............. 105 11 87 141 81 22 19 139 505 
19214 13 112 28 77 142 15 136 543 
1925 ............. 121 13 ..01 42 79 30 15 150 551 
1926 ............. 113 10 114 48 85 19 12 167 608 

927 .............. 182 17 1)48 60 1C2 29 17 197 7148 
19?............... 213 25 168 55 79 28 )4 203 785 

208 30 1147 69 89 30 21 222 816 
1930 .............. 207 140 351 32 11 11  19 27 255 875 
1931 .............. 90* 39 151 51 9)4 36 20 208 692* 

1932 .............. 314* 24 .)49 5] 11 14 35 G 245 995* 
1933 ............... 30)4 23 135 148 316 27 12 258 923 

2 DIVOP.0 	DI1TCii,931j3j.J P0VI1TC2S 
AD X 	FLITL' 

Der. 

To H'oans: o Jves Total' 
rovir.c -___ 19:11 :51931 1932 1933 131 29.52 933 

PIs1and -. - - 

Nova 	co& 18 19 ;.o Q 17 ,6 35 27 

New Brrnwick 8 114 10 12 12 2 20 26 12 

Q.u&oc............ 7 6 9 31 18 1 38 2)4 23 

0nario. .......... 14 5* 166* 125 '45* 175 179 90' 3141* 304 

i&.nitoba .......... 140 39 39 54 75 77 914 11 14 ilo 

Sakatchew.n 2)4 28 2 27 33 2 51 61 

A1.tcrta........... 69 6E 56  85 83 79 15 4  149 135 

ritih Co1umbi 21 93 82 127 155 176 )45 258 

Canada.........., 293 42$* 354 399 57* 569 692* 995 923 

se.d fiure3 
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Year 	 Lialcs 	?emales 
S 

1926 . 
1927 . 
1928.... . 
1929 . 
1 930 . 
1931 . 
193 2 . 

11.8)4 512 
58e 521 

739 
756 70 3 
759 bGS 
669 589 

579 

1+. 

Noto,- The number of divorceCl ii who marria djvorceö. women was 112 in 
1928. 111 n 1 9 29, 139 in 1930,  IUi n '.931  nd  73 	1 93 2 . 

Males Fc.iales lo3 	Males Pealc s Ma1 Females Males Females 

Pric e i1War. I s, 
Nova Scoia...... 
::... B nw.ck. 

.......... 
Ontario.......... 
Ma,ajtoba......... 
Sa ikat ch(iwan..... 
.'J)crta.......... 
ritish o1um'ia, 

oi......... 

-. 

 

21+ lq 21+ 17 
6: 56 1+6 35 
11.5 52 37 

193 i5(j LT 175 
6? 57 61: 63 
1+2 6 1+6 55 
122 J 118 90 
231 E28 218 30 

749 739 756 703 

- 1 - 

16 27 20 24 
29 2 24 25 17 

66 11.9 68 52 69 1+1+ 
200 195 17)4 137 198 154 

66 73 1+3 59 51 
63 50 1+3 147 53 35 

101 :t .02 107 88 103 
21 1+ 2Y7 155 152 11+8 151 

75 	G 	669 	589 	66i 	579 

Cf the 303 d.ivorcos gante1 n. 1933  iy the Ontario corts, the parties in 
3 cases were ma:ried cutsido the provinco, while in 5 cases the marriages were report-

ed to have taJen place in Ontario, but were not rccorded in the office of the Registrar 
Gene:'al, The renainin 232 cases have 'en analrse. as to age by the Registrar 
neral Office .nd the resu1in ta'clo is ropuhi.shcd hero as Table 5, through the 

kinö pe1ssion ci that Department, on account of :ts general bearing on the question 
of how far dIsparity c' .iges between husbands nd wires is a predisposing element in 
bri:in about i.'orce, 

'One •.2.vorce rtap rd by Parliament to an 0ta:c pctitloner, 
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5. AGES OF TIE PARTIES TO 232  DIVORCES GRANTED IN ONTARIO , 1933. 

2021 22 23; 214.2526127  2S 293031 3233 314:35136 37I3i39 140)41142)43  14'. arid. 

.i_ 

I 	. 

2 - 1! 1, 	
. 

23  214 1,, :1 
ii, 5 it1 

26 12 11 	1 21 1  6 1 
2? 10 1 1  2j 	31 	it 1 1 
2S 
29 

9 
17 

1: 
i 

111;1 
li41 

'2111 
3 1 1 3 	31 

30 
3 

10 1 21 2 
11 	2 

1 
1 

2 
1 3 

2 

3 2 91 1 1 1 2 1 
33 17: 2 1 2

~ 
61 23 1 

3L. 13, 1211 31 22 

36 14 1 1 I 
J. 

2 1 1 5 2 1 
37 61 1 1' 2 1 1 
:i 
39 
140 I 

1123 

)4 
12 i 1 2 

2 
l 
1 

1 
1 

1 1 
2 

2, 
2 

11  
31 

2 
1 13 

142 5 I 11 1! 
143 
44,  

3 
7 1  
61  

2 
1 

3 
ji 

1L5 
146 14 1 
".7 -; 
4C 5 1 1 3 
149 5 I 2. 1 12 
50 2 I 
51 2 2 
52 2 ' I 1 
53 1 i f  
514 1 

1 
2 1 

57 - 

1 
59 - 

1 
-- 

_____ 
T;a1 232 3 	7. 

I--.- i.  
31q1c 

I 
7 f i 

--- I -- i-- t------ f -- 
5 8  7j 8 j 9 2' 	2 I 1415 
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COMPARISONS WITH OTHER COUNTRIES 

In Table 6 are given comparative figures of divorces and marriages in England 
and Wales, Australia, New Zealand and Canada for the years 1916 and subsequently. The  
percentage of divorces to marriages taking place in the seine year, as here given, is 
seen in the case of England and Wales to have increased during these years from 0.35 
P.C.to 1.27 p.c.; in Australia from 1.53 P.C.  to 14.12 p.c.; In New Zealand from 2.141 
P.C. to 6.1 pc,; and in Canada from 0.1 P.C. to 1.57 P.C.  Similar figures for the 
United States, where, of course, the total number of divorces is unusually large owing 
to the comparative ease with which they may be obtained, show increases from 27,919 
In 1387 to 142,937  in 1896, 72,062 in 1906, 1114,000 in 1916, 1148,815 in 1922, 165,096 In 
1 923, 170,952 in 1924, 175,449  in 1925,  180,853 In 1926, 192,037 in 1927, 1 95,939 in 
1928, 201,1468 In 1929,  falling to 191,591 in 1930,  183,6614 in 1931  and 160,329 In 1 93 2. 
The percentage of divorces to marriages increased from 10.6 to 16.3 during the years 
1916 to  1932,  divorces during this period increasing by 140.614 P.C. (In 1931  dIvorces 
granted to women in the United States constItuted. 72.8 P.C. of the total granted, as 
compared with 72.3 P.C. in 1930 .) 

6 NtJER OF MARRIAGES AND DIVORCES IN ENGLD AND WAIS, 
AUSTRALIA, NW ZEALAND AND CWDA IN RCNT YEARS 

England and 
Wales Australia 

New 
Zealand Canada 

No. of No. of No. of No. of No. of No, of No. of No. of 
Mar- Di- Mar- DI- Mar- D- Mar- Di- 
rIaes vorces riages yorces rthges vorces riaes vorces 

1916.., 279,3146 990 140,239 617 8,213 198 65,000* 67 

1917... 258855 703 33,666 652 6,1417 219 60,000* 54 

1918... 287,163 1,111 33,1141 63]. 6,227 199 5,000* 1114 

1919... 369,1411 1,6514 14o,140 879 9,519 336 70,000* 376 

1920... 379,658 3,090 51,552 1,152 12,175 1469 80,931 1429 

1921... 320,852 3,522 146,369 1,1480 10,635 511 69,732 543 

1922... 299,5 214  2,588 1414,731 1,326 9,556 522 64,1420 5114 

1 923... 292,408 2,667 141.,5141 1,1460 10,070 522 66,1463 505 

19214... 296,1416 2,286 145,869 1,523 10,259 526 65,129 5143 

1925... 295, 68 9 2,605 146,899 1,81414 10,1419 612 614,61414 551 

1926... 279,860 2,622 147,865 1,632 10,680 6114 66,658 6o 

1927... 308,370 3,190 149,033 1,899 10,1478 5140 69,515 7148 

1928... 303,228 14,018 148,593 1,329 10,537 572 714,311 785 

1929... 313,316  3,396 147,500 2,036 10,967 635 77, 288 816 

1 930... 315,109 3,563 143,255 1,783 11,075 620 71,657 875 

1 931 ... 311,8147 3,764 38,832 - 9,317 591 66,591 6814 

1 93 2 .. ,  307,134 3,394 143,6314 - 9,896 612 62,31 995 

4Estjted 
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Table 7, tkon fr,,- m thi Ge:man fff.cial publication, W'irtschaft und Statistik, 
of divoices in many ccuibriis, toother with their ratios to popu-

1aton In recent years, as compared wIth their ratio to population in the pro-war year 
1 913. In mast countries there has been a striking increase in divorce in the last 
twny years, 

I 

7, DIV0RCLS IrC 	IrCC 1tTI.1930-1932. AID RATIO TO 

	

POP AICiJ9J.3 	) 1930-1912  

No, 

190 
of irrr,c 

191 1232 

Divorces - 
1913 

per 100,000 
1 930  1 931  

Population 
1 932  

UrA`0.01 Statos ...... 19.,59i 183 G6L 1603 2 9 -  155.5 149.0 12)4 
Austia'/.......... 6,573 6,730 - 1. 97,9 100.0 - 

51,259 50,609 - 113.3 79.5 77. - 
Lava.............. 1,450 11425 - - 76.3 714.4  - 

itzorlan3/ ...... 2.75  -i1,8 67.5 70.14 - 
697 7-1 - - 62.5 63.6 - 

cnany ............ L0,7 22  39,971 L 	922 27.9 63.3 61. 65.0 
238 242 240 - 59,6 60.0 59.1 

of S3uth 
rIa ('ihites). . . l,O3 963 97 l8.9 57,5 52.7 53.1 

20,367 o1,2:. 2i,S4E 37.7 48.9 50.7 52.1 
5, L'9 14,37 unary2/ .......... - - 63,6 50.0 - 

ig:s1aia......... 5,826 6,393 - - 1423 )357 - 
iev 	Zoalanil........ 620 9.L 612 - 41.6 4o.9 

95 1c2 - 9.6 31.7 140.5 - 
clov&da ..... 5, 697 5, 949 - - 38.8 40, 2 - 

25 2 -  31.5 
614.9 

39.5 
Dennicr 	............ 23O 2472 - 28,3 39.3 - 

6,727 7.03 7 ,370 1414.1 37.6 38.9 14Q.0 
2,218 2,3L6 2,352 13.7 36,2 38.1 38.1 

Eoiia.d............ 2,851 5,C07 - 18.1 36.2 37.7 - 
........... 2)!9i ,53i 2,522 15.9 30,8 31.1 30.8 

crwa;............. 339 855 376 20,. 29.9 30.3 30.9 
Fin1a:c1............ 780 1,070 - 8.5 2l,4 29.1 - 
Seot1an ............ 1 69 G9 - 5,3 9,7 11.7 - 
..: ,ngIE, nd and Wales.. 353 3,714 - i6 9.0 9,14 

875 692 995 o.s .6 9,3 9.14 

1/ Prevus area, 
2/ Inc1ding judicial separations and annulments. 
31 Including annulments, 
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