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Publishod by Authority of the Hon. W. D, Euler,
Minister of Trado and Commerce

DOMINION BUREAU OF STATISTICS

Dominion Statistician: R, M. Coats, UMD, F.R.54C.; F.5.5. (Hon.)

DIVORCES IN CANADA, 1939.

There were 2,022 divorces granted in Caneda in the ocalendar
year 1939, 1,972 being grantod by tho courts of seven provinces, while
50 werc grantod by the Dominion Parliament, to petitioners whose
legnl domicile was in the Province of Quebeo.

Ls compared with 1938 there was an increase of 137 diverces,
or 7.3 p.c. The incroasc is accounted for largely by the British
Columbia figures, 554 decrees having bean granted in that Province
as compared with 309 in 1938. Nova Scotia, New Brunswiock, Sask-
atchewan and Alberta all registered slight inoroases. Tho most
significent docronse was shown in Ontario, divorces falling from
813 to 743, or by 8.6 p.c. Table 1 shows the divorces granted, by
provincos, in each of the 22 years from 1918 to 1939,

The Sex of Applicants for Divorces.- Up till 1924, Canada's
divorce statistics differed from those of most other countries in
that they showod that a majority of the divorces granted were on the
petition of the husband. In 1924 wives obtained 51.2 p.c. of the
deorees granted, but in 1925 husbands were again in the majority of
succossful poetitioners with 50,6 p.c., From 1926 to 1933 wives re-
ooivod between 50 and 60 p.c. of the divorces granted, From 1934
to 1939 they received 68.5, 61.6, 64.0, 63.4, 63.6 and 65.3 p.o.
respectively, In New Zezland wvives recoived between 50 and 60 p.e.
of the divorces granted betwecn 1928 and 1937, while in the Unitod
States they roceived from 70.5 to 73.5 p.c. of the petitions granted
in the years 1927 to 1932,

Proportion of Divorced Persons in the Population.- At the
1931 Census, there were enumerated 4,049 divorced males and 3,392
divorced femnles in the Dominion, or 0.08 p.c. and 0.07 p.c. of eneh
gex, respectivoely, while in 1921 the fisures recorded were 3,870 and §,731 or
0.08 p.c, and 0,09 p.c., respectively. As among the nine provinees,
British Columbia showed the highest perccntage of divorced persons
in the population with 0.24 of cach sex, while Quebec showed the low-
est porcentago with 0.02 males and 0,03 females. Divorced persons
who have subsequently bocen remarried are, of courso, recorded in the
census as married.

Remarriage of Divorced Persons. - An interesting side-light
on the divorce question is afforded by the figures of divorced per-
sons who remarried in the years 1926 to 1938, as shown in Table 3.
The statisties indicate that the number of divorced persons remarry-
ing is inoreasing pari passu with the number of divorces. Table 4
shows by provinces the number of divorced persons who remarried in
the five yecrs 1934 to 1938.
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1. DIVORCES GRALNTED IN CiN.Di, 1918 - 1939,

(Final Docrocs)

Note. =~ In Prince Edward Island, one divorce wns granted in 1931 and twé in 1938,
1937 and 1938,

Total
YGQI‘ N.So N.Bo QUE' ONT' M[LN- SASK' f‘\LT‘l‘Lc BIC . for
Connda
1918 L .evus 24 10 2 10 - 1 2 65 114
1919 .. celee 36 13 4 46 88 3 36 147 373
1920 s..0ues 45 15 9 89 42 28 65 136 427
192) sevuse 41 13 10 96 122 50 84 128 544
1922 sevves 35 1d 6 91 an 37 129 138 545
OGN Ve Neroro 22 1t 10 102 81 41 87 139 501
29124 i e aee 42 15 13 113 77 28 118 136 542
1192 6" %1 egalere 30 15 13 119 79 42 101 150 549
1926 rerileae 19 e 10 1Bl 85 48 154 167 606
G RTE STexaleraps 29 7 13 181 101 60 148 197 748
RIBE %% apelete 28 13 24 213 79 55 168 203 783
AL I ) 30 i 30 207 89 69 147 222 815
1GIB0% -, ivee o 0 e i 41 204 114 62 151 255 B7S
TR . Lss 36 20 38 30 94 51 154 208 692
G | mwaarire 35 26 o0 338 114 61 149 245 995
93T ¢ vywes (2 12 24 303 116 48 135 258 923
1934 covees 33 17 38 356 126 62 168 306 1,106
B SRR o o 52 36 28 460 148 60 209 384 I L]
1937 ecocne 36 54 43 596 200 109 241 589 1,870
AER | i - G 39 83 813 205 122 1/ 261 309 1,885 1/
1/ Revised
2, DIVORCES GRANTED IN CAiNiDa, 1937 - 1939, BY PROVINCES
AND SEX OF PLAINTIFF
(Final Decrees)
To Husbands ‘ To Wives 2 Total
1937 1938 1339 1937 1938 1939 MNIGY 1938 1939
020 ) Dy PIRT AR 1 Nil Nil i 2 Nil 2 2 Nil
Weo"Sie' el datazase 18 1S 22 18 32 42 36 51 64
NIPABI A Lo afono ine 23 15 20 31 24 20 54 39 40
QT Ve 8 18 )l 35 66 39 43 83 50
Ont. evses oo 205 288 257 391 525 ‘.4:86 596 813 743
Mon, esseeove 79 82 68 121 123 113 200 205 181
et S 42 57 65 80 1/ 67 109 122 1/ 12a
LOIEN IS Sio cia] akess | LD2 103 103 139 158 163 241 261 266
il LCAe M o0 D o e U 118 161 384 JLie)E 393 589 309 554
1/
(€T dDY, i b 1 685 699~ " 18185 F§200" 1,323 1,870 1,885 1/ 2,022

1/ Revised
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3, DIVORCED PERSONS REM.RRIED, BY SEX, 1926 - %8,

Yoar Hales Fomales
1926 ceveccenrocnnnas 284 512
1927 cos vsmnosrsneeonn 586 521
1928 .cseveesssocscns 749 739
1929 seeesreccrenccee 756 703
1930 sovsevescescccse 759 668
198Y. ~ ¢ csrgaCinias s vee 669 589
1932 eevevecrcercncee 661 579
1933 sevevecccncencas 654 606
1934 s.ervsevesscccse 741 660
1935 csevvsvenscnaccs 814 696
1936 secevenscssacens 851 727
1OST o s S 05 S W T s 895 731
1938 ceoevvssvsccacses 887 789

“

4, DIVORCED PERSONS REMARRIED, BY PROVINCES, 1934 - 38,

Note, - The number of divorced men who married divorced women wns 85 in 1984, 94 in
1985, . 1.04 “in JIHS6S SEROSIIMN 1937 Iand 124" in=19.38%

e e 1934 1935 1936 1937 1938
Mcoles Femnles lMoles Females Males Females Males Females Males Females

IS i R A - 1 3 2 - 2 T | 1 1
Ne Se sveves 37 24 47 26 37 29 49 30 45 29
No By vevvns 38 23 30 25 & --38 39 21 29 39
Quoe cocreee 47 43 56 48 684 47 71 69 96 57
Onte scenvse 249 186~ 298 162 238 174 127 84 90 57
Mon. eceeees 55 56 79 83 84 84 134 85 120 107
Saske eeveee 39 32 44 38 41 37 65 45 62 47
Alte, voeaee 94 103 106 116 1286 123 132 133 139 147
Be Co coveee 182 T R 196 224 213 2T 273 305 305

Totel secses 741 660 814 696 851 2T 895 731 8e7 789
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COMPLRISONS WITH OTHER COUNTRIES

In Table 5 are given comporative figures of divorces and marringes in Eng-
land and Walcs, iaustralia, New Zealond and Cannde for the years 1916 and subsequently,
The percontage of divorces to marringes taking place in the same yenr, as here given,
is seen in the case of England and "ales to have increased during these venrs from 0,35
PeCe t0 1436 p.ces in Australia from 1.53 p.ce. to 4.23 p.ces in New Zealand from 2,41
pecs to 6,38 p.cs; and in Canada from O.l1 pe.c. to 2,13 pece Similar figures for the
United States, where, of course, the total number of divorces is unusuclly large owing
to tho comparative ense with which thoy may be obtanined, show increanses from 27,919 in
18687 t0~42,937 .in 1896, 72,082 in 1906,7114,.000.3i8 1916, 148,815 in J9223, 166,096 in
1925, 170,982:1n 1984, 175, 448 in 19205 18 693 "in 1926, 192, 0875101927, . [8GQ2 80 _in
1928, 201,468 in 1929, falling to 191,591 in 1930, 183,56% in 1931 and 160,338 in 1932,
The percentage of divoress to marringes inerensed from 10,6 to 16.3 during the years
1916 to 1932, divorces during this period increasing by 40.64 p.c. (In 1932 divorces
granted to women in the United States constituted 73.5 p.c. of the total granted, as
compared with 72.8 p.c. in 1931), No stotistics of divorces granted in the United
States have been published since those for 1932, but estimntes would indicate that
there were some 165,000 divorces granted in 1933, 204,000 in 1934 and 218,000 in 1935,
The estimated percentages of divorces to marriages were 15,0 p.c., 15.7 p.c. and 16,4
p.¢. in the same three years.

5, NUMBER OF MARRILGES AND DIVORCES IN ENGLAND AND W.LES, AUSTRALIA,

NEW ZE..LAND iND CiMNiDi. IN RECENT YEA4RS

England end New
nles hustralia Zenland Canada

No sl SN el No,' of No. of No'sl off = Nos—ohL -Nos=of No, of

Mare Di- Mar- Di- Mor- Di- Uar- Di-

ringes vorces riages  vorces riages vorces riages vorces
1916 seesee 279,846 990 40,289 817 8,213 198 65,000 1/ 67
19" sdmaier 58,8556 703 33,666 552 6,417 219 60,000 1/ 54
1918 cacase 287,163 g, A 33,141 381 (o 198i.." 555000 114
1919 ... .44 369, %11 1,654 40,5%0 879 e 336 70,000 1/ 373
1880 ,weone 979,058 3,090 51,5562 i 1062 12y LTS 469 80,931 4217
J0ZL- e ey 320,852 3,522 46,869 1,480 10,635 SIELE 591, T 544
1922 acas'e 299,524 2,588 44,731 1,326 9, 566 522 64,420 545
1923 ,atese . 892,408 2,667 44,541 1,260 10,070 522 66,163 501
2988 saesep- 2965416 ieB 5,869 1,528 10,280 526 65,129 542
1925 ¢pasve. 295,689 2,605 46,899 1,844 10,419 612 64,644 549
1BRE seweve 279,860 52 47,865 1,632 10,680 614 66,658 606
92T , . ei.s | J0BHETO 3,180 9,033 ilpyia)el) 10,478 540 69,515 746
1928 se0ees 303,228 4,018 48,593 11829 10,537 572 74,311 783
1909 2% wie s LR, SLE 3,396 47,5600 2,036 105967 896 77,288 815
1930 seceen 315,109 3,563 43,255 1,788 11,05 620 71,657 873
193 seueve 311,847 3,764 38,882 o868 9 B 691 65,881 692
1932, s ve 307,184 3,894 43,634 1,680 95806 612 62,531 995
1938 s ovame 518,101 ¢, 042 46,5698 1,948 10,510 648 63,865 923
1934 eeeve. 332,307 4,287 51,465 282 11,256 688 MEre8s 1,106
1935 soecee 319,536 4,069 56,826 25007 152,87 653, 76,888 1,578
1936 eeveee 351,644 %,057 58, 709 2,483 13,808 849 80,904 1,526
LI3T apiniowie 359,160 4,886 59, 218 - 14,364 917 BT5808 1,870
1938 FERRIY ] 88,‘138 1,885

1/ Estimated
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