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DIVORCES IN CXADA, 1940. 

There were 2,369 divorces granted. in Canada in the calendar year 1940, 
2,307 being granted by the courts of soven provinces, while 62 were granted by 
the Dominion Parliament, to potitionors whose legal domicile was in the Province 
of 'uoboc. 

rough the courtesy of the various Provincial authorities concornod with 
the registration of divorce decrees, a revision of the statistics of divorces 
granted appears in this bulletin. Tho fIgures that have boon changed are 
marked in Tables 1 and 2; as now presented, they show the numbers of decrees 
absolute granted., figures of annulments having been eliminated whore possible. 
Per those provinces where it was not possible to make such elimination, annul.-
monts make up a negligible proportion of the total. 

As compared with the rovisod figures for 1939, divorces increased by 301, 
or 1.6 per cent. Ontario and British Coli.nbia, with 169 and 93, reapectivoly, 
accounted for the greater part of the increase. The other provinces recorded 
baser increases, except Nova Scotia, Saskatchewan and Prince !iward Island., 
There were no divorces grantod in the lattor Province6  

The Sex of Applicants for Divorces.- Up till 1924, Canada's divorce 
statistics differed from those of most other cou.ntrios In that they showed that 
a majority of the divorces granted wore on the petition of the husband.. In 
19211 wives obtained 51.2 per cent of the decrees granted, but in 1925 husbands 
were again in the majority of successful petitioners with 50.6 per cent, Prom 
1926 to 1933 wives received. between 50 and Go per cent of the divorces granted. 
From 1934 the proportion increased.; in 19140 it was 63.2 per cent. In New 
Zealand wives received between 50 and Go per cent of the divorces granted. be-
tween 192$ and 1939,  while in the Unitod States they received from 70.5 to 
73.5 per cent of the petitions granted in the years 1927 to 1932. 

roportion of Divorced Persons in the Population,- At the 1931 Cens.s, 
thoro woro enumerated 14,011.9 divorced males and 3,392 divorced females in the 
Dominion, or 0.0$ per cent and 0007 per cent of each sex, respectively, while 
in 1921 the figures recorded wore 3,670  and 3,731 or 0.0$ per cent and 0.09 per 
cent, respoctivoly. As among the nine provincos,British Co1umb.a showed the 
highest percentage of divorced persons in the population with 0.214 of each sex, 
while quobec showed the lowest percentage with 0.02 males and 0.03 fa1os. 
Divorcod. persons who have subsequently been remarried are, of course, recorded 
in the census as married.. 

Remarriage of Divorced Persons,- An interesting side-light on the 
divorce question is afford.od by the figures of divorced persons who remarried 
in the years 1926 to 1939, as shown in Table 3. The statistics indicated that 
the number of divorced jorsons remarrying Is increasing pari passu with the 
number of divorces. Table 1  shows by provinces the number of divorced persona 
who remarried, in the five years 1935 to 1939- 
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1. DIVORCES 	N_Dii., 1918 - 19140. 

(Final Decre3) 

Note. - In Prince Biward Island, one divorce was granted. in 1931 and two in 1935 9  
1937 ar.3 1939 - 

Year N S. N.B. SUE. OuT. i&U. 	SSK. ALT. B.C. FOR 

191$ . 24 10 2 jo - 1 2 65 114 
1919 36 13 14 146 88 3 36 1147 373 
1920 145 15 9 89 142 20 112 x 136 1468 x 
1921 141 13 10 1)6 122 59 x 89 x 128 558 x 
1922 35 12 6 91 97 35 x 129 138 5143 x 
1923 22 19 10 102 81 1414 	x 88 x 139 505 x 
19214 142 15 13 113 77 26 x 118 136 5140 
1925 30 15 1.3 119 79 143 x 101 150 550 x 
1926 19 12 10 111 85 50 x 1514 167 60$ 
1927 29 17 13 181 101 62 x 148 197 714$ x 
1929 28 13 24 213 79 57 x 173 x 203 790 x 
1929 30 21 30 2)7 89 71 x 1147 222 817 x 
1930 , 19 27 141 2014 614 x 151 255 875 x 
1931 36 20 38 91 x 914 55 x 157 x 208 699 x 
1932 ..... 35 26 27 3143 x 114 66 x 150 x 245 i,006 x 
1933 ..... 27 12 24 307 x 116 138 x 258 930 x 
193)4 ..,.. 17 38 365 x 126 x 170 x 306 1,122 x 

.1935 .•.•e 52 36 28 1491 X 1145 69 X 225 X 3814. 1,1429 X 
1936 ..... 41 38 4O 519 x 179 $14 x 21$ x 1451 x 1 ,57' 
1937 ..... 36 53 x 143 607 x 200 112 x 259 x 520 x 1,830 x 
1939 ..... 51 39 83 8214 x 205 126 x 271 x 625 x 2,226 x 
1939 ..... 614 140 50 7)47 	. 181 133 x 272 x 581 x 2,068 x 
19 140(Prelim,) Go 52 62 916 a06 125 274 6714 2,369 

x Revised. 
2. DIVORCES GRANTED IN CANADA 	193$ 1940, BY PROVINC!S 

AND SEC OF PLAtNTIFP 

(Final. Decrees) 

To Husbands To Wives : Total 

1938 1939 1940 	1938 1939 19140 1938 1939 19140 -. 

P. Be 	I ...... Nil Nil Nil 	2 Nil Nil 2 Nil Nil 

N. S 19 22 20 	32 142 140 51 614 60 

N. Be 15 21x 20 	24 19 x 32 39 40 52 

ue. 	......... 18 11 21 65 39 141 83 50 62 

Ont 	........ 294 x 258 x 330 530 x 1489 x 586 8214 x 7147 x 916 

Man, 82 68 85 123 113 121 205 181 206 

Sask, 	...., 143 x Gi x 52 83 x 72 x 73 126 x 133 x 125 
Alta, 	...., 107 x 10$ x 122 £14 x 164 x 152 271 x 272 x 27 4  
B. 	C........ 2314 x 1.71 x 222 391 x 410 x 1452 625 x 581 x 6714 

CANADA 812 x 720 x 672 1, 141 14z 1,3148x 1,1497 2,226 x 2,068 x 2,369 

x 	Revised0 
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Year 	 Males 	Females 

1926 ... ,., 0.0O 512 

1927 bd5OSO 	 •0*,, 56 521 

192 ........ 749 739 

1929 e..... •,D•*.n•o,* 72 703  

1930 oo..o 759 66 

1931 •••,O•S * •0•OS 59 

1932 a..... bb.L 579 

1933 .....-. GaG 

1934 .. 660 

1935 6 

1936 .. 5 1  727 

1937 DUOS 00 	 00 ggr-; 731 

193 C.O,0 0,U0SU 87 789 

139 1,039 973 

)4 193 

ote 	— The number of divorced, men who married divorced women was 94 in 1935, 104 in 
193G, 110 in 1937, 124 in 1939  and. 150 in 1939, 

Provinces 1935 	1936 1937 1938 1939 

Wales Females Ma1c 	Females Uales PmB.1es Males Females Males Females 

P 	B. 3 2 	NIl 	2 7 1 1 1 Nil Nil 

i 	.... 147 26 	3 	2 149 o )4 29 52 37 

L B 	. 30 25 	37 	18 39 21 29 39 140 23 

uee 	D• 	• DO 56 148 	64 	147 71 59 96 57 100 69 

Ont0 	........ 279 162 	238 	174 127 4 90 57 120 101 

Mane 	o 83 	8)4 	814 13)4 85 120 107 139 102 

Sask 38 	141 	37 65 145 62 147 714 714. 

1ta, 	....... 106 iiG 	126 	123 132 133 139 147 192 193 

B. 	0........ 170 19; 	224 	21 271 L73 305 305 322 374 

T0TL 	,..,. 8114 69 	851 	727 895 731 997 7 1,09 .973 	* 



q 0 



a 	. 

-14- 

COAP.?RISONS WITH OTHER COUiThIES 

In Table 5 are given comparative figures of divorces and marriages in England. and 
Wales, Australia, New Zealand and Canada for the years 1916 and subsequently. The per-
centago of divorces to marriages taking place in the same year, as here given, is seen 
in the case of England and Wales to have increased during these years from 0.35  per cent 
to 1.73 per cent; in Australia from 1,53 per cent to 11.6 14 per cent; in New Zealand from 
2.41 per cent to 6.85 per cent; and in Canada from 0.1 per cent to 2.01 per cent. Simi-
lar figures for the United States, where, of course, the total number of divorces is un-
usually large (wing to the comparative ease with which they may be obtained, show in-
creases from 27,919 in 1887 to 42,937  in 1896, 72,062 in 1906, 1114,000 in 1916 '  148,815 
in 1922, 165,096  in 1923, 170,952 in 1924, 175,111.1.9 in 1925, 180,853 in 1926, 192,037 in 
1927, 195,939 in 1928, 201,1468 in 1929, falling to 191,591 in 1930, 183,6614in 1931 and 
160,338 in 1932. Tho percentage of divorces to marriages increased from io.G to 16.3 
during the years 1916 to 1932, divorces during this period increasing by 1.10.614 per cent. 
No statistics of divorces granted in the United States have been published since those 
for 1932, but estimat3s would indicate that there were some 165,000 divorces granted in 
1933, 2014,000 in 1934,  218,000 in 1935, 236,000 in 1936 and 250,000 in 1937, The esti-
mated percentages of divorces to marriages were 15.0 per cent, 15.7 per cent, 16. 14 per 
cent, 17.2 per cent and 17,5  per cent in the same years. The number of divorces per 
1,000 of population was 1.8 in 1936 and 1.9 in 1937- 

5. NUMER OF MARRIJGES AND DIVORCES IN ELGLAND  AED WALES, AIISTRALIA, 

DD7 ZLUXM, AIID CANADA IN RECENT YEaRS 

England. and 
Wales Australia 

New 
Zealand Canada 

No0 of No0 of No, of No 	of No. of No. of No. of No. of 
Mar.- Di- Mar- Di- Mar- Di- Mar- Di- 
riages vorces riages vorcos riages vorces riages vorces 

1916 ..,. 279,846 990 140,289 617 8,213 198 65,000 z 67 
1917 .... 258,855 703 33,666 652 6,1417 219 6o,000 x 514 
1918 .... 287, 163 1 9 111 33,141 6si 6,227 199 55,000 x 1114 
1919 .... 369,1411 1,654 140,5140 879 9,519 336 70,000 x 373 
1920 .... 379,658 3,090 51,552 1,152 12,175 1469 80,931 146e 
1921 .... 320,852 3,522 146,869 1,1480 10,635 511 69,732 558 
1922 .... 299,5214  2,588 1414,731 1,326 9,566 522 614,1420 5143 
1923 .,,. 292, 1408 2,667 1414,5141 i,14Go 10,070 522 66,1463 505 
192 14 ,... 296,1416 2,286 145,869 1,528 10,259 526 65,129 5110 
1925 .... 295,689 2,605 146,899 1,81414 10,1419 612 614,611.14 550 
1926 .... 279,860 2,622 147,865 1,632 10,680 6114 66,658 Gos 
1927 •.,. 308,370 3,190 149,033 1,899 10,1478 5140 69,515 748 
1928 .... 303,228 14,018 148,593 1,829 10,537 572 714,311 790 
1929 .... 313,316 3,396 147,500 2,036 10,967 635 77,288 817 
1930 ... 315,109 3,563 143,255 1,783 11,075 620 71,657 

66,591  
875 
696 1931 .... 311,8)47 3,7614 38,882 1,938 9,817 591 

1932 .... 307,1814 3,8914 143,6314 1,68o 9,896 612 62,531 1,006 
1933 .... 318,191 14,0142 146,595 1,9148 10,510 6148 63,865 930 
19314 .... 3142,307 14,287 51,1465 2,282 11,256 683 73,092 1,122 
1935 .... 3149,536 14,069 56,826 2,357 12,187 653 76,893 1,1429 
1936 .... 3514,6 1114 14,057 58,709 2,1483 13,608 8)49 80,9014 1,570 
1937 •... 359,160 14,656 59,14118 2 ,759 114,3614 917 87,800 1,830 
1938 .,.. 361,768 6,250 62,1411 - 15,328 1,050 88, 1138 2,229 
1939 •., - - - - 

- 103,658 2,065 

x Estimated. 	A Revised. 



srr 	 L FPLP 	 4 

1010535091 


