
PubIi8I%ed by Authority of the Hon. James A. MacKINNON. M.P.. 
/ 	

q s 
	 Minist.r of Trade and Commerce 

(' 	 CANADA 

DOMINION BUREAU OF STATISTICS 

VITAL STATISTICS BRANCH 

ANNUAL REPORT 

on 

DISSOLUTIONS OF MARRIAGE 

(DIVORCES) 

in 

CANADA 

(Exclusive of Yukon and the Northwest Territories) 

1942 

I 

Price 25 cents 



Publi8hed by Authority of the Hon. JAMES A. MACKINNON, M.P., 

Minister of Trade and Comnerce 

DOMINION BUREAU OF STATISTICS, O2TMA, CANADA 

Division of Vital Statistics 

Dominion Statistician: 	S. A. Cudmore, M.A., (Oxon.), F.S.S., F.R.S.C. 
Chief, Vital Statistics: 	3. T. Marshall. 

p.  

iTJ\L REPORT ON DTsoLu'rIuNs OF r• RTAOE (DIvoRcEs) IN 

CANADA, 1942. 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

Page 

Introduction 	.........  . . . . . . . • .......... . . . . . . . . ...........................  

TABLES 

Table 1. DIssolutions of marriage, by provinces, 1918-42. ............... 	 12 

Table 2. Annual rates of dissolutions of marriage, by provinces, 1918 - 42. 	12 

Table 3. Dissolutions of marriage classified according to sex, by 
provinces, 1938 - 42 ...... ...... . . . . . . . . . . . . .....  . ..........  . . . 	 13 

Table 4. Ratio of dissolutions of marriage granted to males to every 1,000 
granted to females, by provinces, 1938 - 42 	................... 13 

Table 5. Divorced persona in the population, by provinces, 1921, 1931 
and 1941 ....................................................... 	 13 

Table 6. RemarrIages of divorced persons, by sex, 	1926 - 42. 	.............. 14 

Table 7. RemarrIages of divorced persons classified according to the marital 
status of both contracting parties, by provinces, 1938 - 42. 	.... 14 

Table 8. Number of marriages and dissolutions of marriage In certain 
countries, 1916- 42. ................ ...... 15 

Table 9. Percentage of dissolutions of marriage to marriages in certain 
countries, 1916 - 42. ...............• ......... ................. 16 

Table 10. Dissolutions of marriage rates per 100,000 population In certain 
countries, 1916 - 42................. . .......... . . . . ......  . . . . . 16 



INTRODUCTION 

The primary object of collecting and ana-
lysing divorce statistics is to measure the 
effect of broken marital relationships upon the 
ramily unit and community life. One of the pri- 
mary factors for consideration is to study divorce 
in its relationship to marriage and by this means 
be able to measure the probability of divorce as 
the terminating point in a marriage contract. 

A reliable divorce index presents a number 
of problems which cannot be solved by any simple 
method of coflection or analysis of divorce data 
etlone. 

In order to measure the true divorce situa-
tion in any country it is necessary to pull together 
certain related material concerning "the book-
keeping of life"; such as the distribution of 
deaths by marital status, marriages by age of the 
contracting parties and marital Status. 

This report which presents the salient features 
of legal dissolutions of marital relationships in 
Canada during the calendar year 1942 is limited in 
its scope for reasons which are set forth herein 
and which are by no means peculiar to Canada. The 
figures presented do not include legal separations 
or marriage relationships set aside by annulment. 

Generally speaking, as in England and Wales, 
divorce courts may grant four kinds of marital 
relief, namely: (1) dissolution of marriage, (2) 
judicial (or legal) separation, (3) nullity of 
marriage, and (4) restitution of marital rights. 

In the case of dissolution of marriage, an 
established marital relationship is dissolved by 
a judicial decree, while on the other hand annul- 
ment has the effect of obliterating a marriage, as 
if in the eyes of the law it had never been legally 
established. Marriages set aside by annulment are 
in effect null and void "ab iuitio" (from the 
beginning). Annulments, for the most part, are 
granted (1) if the parties were in the prohibited 
degrees of affinity and consanguinity (direct blood 
relitionship between husband and wife); (2) if the 
marriage was bigamous; (3) if there was an absence 
of consent by one of the parties at the time of 
marriage (i.e. marriage obtained by means of 
threats or force of some kind or fraud); (4) if 
one of the parties was insane at the time of 
marriage; (5) if one of the parties was under age 
at the time of the marriage and had failed to 
secure parental consent; and (6) where non-con euman-
tion of marriage is the main cause of complaint. 

The effect of a legal separation is to disrupt 
a marital relationship without setting it aside and 
neither party is free to marry again. Many legal 
separations are entered into by mutual consent of 
husband and wife. 

An order for reititation of marital rights 
may be obtained by either a husband or a wife who 
has been deserted, requiring the offending partner 

La but premier de is collection at do l'ana-
lyse dee statistiques our le divorce est do me-
surer l'effet des separations matriinoniales our 
1 1 unit4 familiale at La vie an commun. Un des 
premiers facteurs A considérer eat l'étude du di-
vorce dens sos relations avec is manage at par ce 
mayen pouvoir mesurer la probabilit6 do divorce 
comma point ultime dens un contret do manage. 

tin Index sérieux our is divorce prdsente an 
nombre do problèmos qul no peuvent tre rdaolus 
par une simple mdthode do collection ou d'analyee 
de donnêes our Is divorce seuloment. 

A.f in do mesurer is situation reelle du divorce 
dams un pays, ii est ndcessaire d'assemblor certains 
faits connoxes concernant le cours quotidian de is 
vie, comae is distribution des décs d'aprs l'dtat 
conjugal, lee manages selon l'&ge des parties con-
tractantos at i'dtat conjugal. 

Ce rapport, qui donno lee carectnistiques 
des dissolutions idgales des relations manitales au 
Canada en coura de i'anude civile 1942, set iimitê 
dane sa portée pour dee raisona qui sont oxposêes 
ici at qui ne sont aucunement propres au Canada. 
Lea chiffres no comprennent lea sparations ldgaies 
ou lee relations conjugaies rompues par annuiement. 

Do fsqon gdndralo, comae on Angleterre at au 
pays do Galles, lea cours do divorce pouvent 
acconder quatre genres do ruptures matnimoniales, 

savoir: (1) is dissolution du manage, (2) la 
sparation judiciaire (ou 14gale), (3) i'annulatlon 
du manage at (4) la restitution des droita maritaux. 

Dane lo can d'une dissolution de manage, un 
lien matrimonial établi est dissous par un decret 
judiclaire, tandis que d'autne part l'annulation a 
pour effet d'oblitórer un manage, cosine si aux yeux 
do is lot ii n'avait jamais etd ldgalemont établi. 
Les manages invalid6a par l'annulatton sont de 
fait mule at non avenue "ab initio" (dopuis is 
debut). Las annulations pour la plupart Bont accor-
d4s: (i) si lea parties contractantee sont dana des 
degree d'arftnitd at de consanguinité prohibds 
(lien direct par le sang entre hormne at resin.); 
(2) s'il y a bigamie; (3) a'il y a eu absence de 
coneentement de l'uno des parties au moment du 
manage (o.-à-d. Si is manage a eté obtenu par 
menaces, force ou fraude); si l'une des parties 
aouffrait d'inaanité au moment du manage; (5) si 
l'une des parties dtait mineure au moment du manage 
at n'avait pee obtenu 10 consentement des parents; 
at (6) 11 oa i'absence de coneomination du manage 
set la pnincipale cause do La plainte. 

tine séparat ion légale a pour effet do rompre 
lee liens natrimonlaux sans pour cola annular le 
manage at aucune des deux parties no pout contractor 
un nouveau manage. Plusiours separations ldgales 
sont obtenues sun consentement iw.ituel de l'honine 
at de la femmue. 

tin ondre pour la restitution des droite marl-
taux peut ëtne obtenu par 1 'dpoux ou 1' dpouse qui 
a été délalasé, exigeant de is pertie offensante is 



to return to cohabitation and to restore the 
marital relationship. Under the Laws of England 
and Wales, disobedience to such an order consti-
tutes desertion without reasonable cause. In 
Canada, however, it is doubtful it such june.. 
diction has any signifioance due to the fact 
that an amendment to the "Divorce Act" or Canada 
in 1930(3) provided that desertion over a conti-
nuous period of two years must be proven prior 
to the institution of divorce proceedings. 

Note; "A statistical note on Divorce", by Dr. 
Enid Charles, Census Research Specialist, is 
available at the Vital Statistics Branch, Domi-
nion Bureau of Statistics. 

DIVORCE LAWS IN CANADA 

Under the terms of the British North 
America Act (1), the Dominion Parliament of 
Canada has the sole authority to deal with 
the granting of dissolution of marriage, except 
in those provinces where the power had been 
granted to the Courts previous to Confedera-
tion (2). From Confederation in 1867 until 
1924, the Dominion Parliament did not promul.. 
gate any legislation granting the right to 
obtain divorce, noz had any court with juris-
diction In divorce matters been created within 
the Dominion or in any province, pursuant to 
Dominion legislation. Matrimonial relief might 
be obtained, however, under authority of the 
British North America Act by petition to the 
Dominion Parliament through the Divorce Com-
mittee of the Senate. 

Nova Scotia and New Brunswick. - The 
Provinces of Nova Scotia (4) Cm 1864) and New 
Brunswick (5) (in 1860), having enacted legia-
lation respecting divorce and possessing courts 
exercising jurisdiction over divorce and matri-
monial causes before Confederation, have conti-
nued to exercise such jurisdiction as provinces 
since 1867. 

Prince Edward Island. - In Prince Edward 
Island a court having jurisdiction in divorce 
matters was constituted by law in 1835 (6), and 
while this provision has not been repealed, the 
power vested in the Governor and Executive 
Council to establish a divorce court has never 
been exercised. Persons living in Prince Edward 
Island inlet make application for dissolution of 
marriage by petition to the Dominion Parliament. 

(iT See Sub-section (26); section 91, British 
North America Act. 

(2) See Section 129, British North America 
Act. 

(3) See Statutes of Canada, 1930, Chap. 15. 
(4) See Revised Statutes (3rd series) N.S. 1864, 

Chap. 126, and Statutes of N.S. 1866, Chap. 
13. 

(s) See Revised Statutes, N. B. 1903 9  Chap. 115. 
(6) See 5 Yi1liam IV, Chap. 10. 

retour & is cohabitation at aux relations mart-
tales. En vertu dee lois de i'Angieterxe at du 
pays de Gallee, la déeoblieance & un tel ordre 
conetitue une deertion sane cause raisonnabie. 
Au Canada cependant il set doutenx at un, tells 
juridiction a un aens par suite d'un anendement 
& is ioi' du divorce en Canada an 1930(3) qut 
etipule qu'une desertion our une priode continue 
de denx one dolt être prouvêe avant que dee pro-
o4dures pour divorce puissant 6tre intentées. 

Nota: "A statistical note on Divorce", par Is 
Dr Enid Charles, spêctaliete an rechorohee de no-
ceneement, pent être obtenu de is Branch. dee 
Statiatiques Vitales, Bureau Fédéral de is Sta-
ti stique. 

LOIS IJ DIV0E AU CANADA 

En vertu des termes de 1'Acte de l'Aaéniqu. 
BritennicLue du Nord (1), Is gouvernement fdêral 
du Canada a seul 1 1 autorlt6 d'acoorder lee disso-
lutions de manage, exceptê dane lee provinces 
oi ce pouvomr a dté accordé aux conre avant is 
Confédération (2). Do is Conf6d4ration an 1867 
jusqu'& 1924, Is gouvernement f6d6ral n'a promal-
gué aucune legislation donnant Is droit de divorce 
at aucune cour avac junidiction aoun as rapport 
n'a éte cróde dana Is Dominion ou aucune dee pro-
vinces par suite d'un d6cret du Dominion. La sê-
paratlon matrimoniale pout &tre obtenue, cependant, 
an vertu de l'autoritd tie i'Acte de i'Aie6nique 
Bnitannique du Nord apr&s demands Au Parlement 
du Dominion par l'intermédialre dii Comit6 dii 
Divorce du Sénat. 

Nouvelle-Ecosse at Nouveau-Brunswick. - Lee 
provinces de Nouve1le-Eosse (4) Ten 1864) at do 
Nouveau-Brunswick (5) (en 1860), ayant ótabli tine 
1gie1ation concernant Is divorce at poeaédant 
des coins exerqant junidletion our Is divorce at 
lea causes matrimonlaiee avant is Confdddration, 
ont continud depuis 1867 d'exeroer une tells 
juridiction comae provinces. 

lie dii Pnjnee-Edouard. - Dn i'Iie tin Prince-
Edouard use cour ayant jurid lotion dens lee 
affaires de divorce a dtA institu6e par une lot 
an 1835 (6) 0  at bien que cette loi n'ait jamaie 
etê rappeide, i'autorit6 donn6e an Gouverneur at 
au Coneeli Exócutif d'4tabiir tine coun de divorce 
n' a jamais été eerc6e. Lee personnee vivant dens 
l'Ile du Pnince-Edouard doivent pour ine dissolu-
tion tie manage e'adreaser su Panlement Fdddral. 

(1) Vomr sous-section (26); section 91, Acts do 
i'Amdnique Britennique du Nord. 

(2) Voir section 129, Acts tie i'Amrique Bnitanni-
quo di Nord. 

(3) Voir Statute dii Canada, 1930, chap. 15., 
(4) Voir Statute Revisda (316me edri,e) N.-E. 1864, 

chap. 126, at Statute de Is N.-E. 1866, chap. 
13. 

(5) Vomr Statuts Revis4s, N.-B. 1903, chap. 115. 
(6) Voir 5 Qt1liam IV, chap. 10. 

I 

I 



Quebec. - In uebec, the courts have assumed 
power to annul marriages and to entertain peti-
tions for legal separations. Persons seeking 
dissolution of marriage in Quebec must do so by 
petition to the Dominion Parliament. 

British Columbia. - The colony of British 
Columbia had acquired juriadict ion in divorce 
and matrimonial causes by virtue of a prods-
nation issued by the Governor-in-Council, which 
gave effect to the Civil and Criminal Law of 
England as it existed on November 19th 1  1858. 
The province continued to exercise jurisdiction 
over divorce and matrimonial causes through the 
courts established prior to 1871, the year Bri-
tish Columbia entered Confederation (7). 

Manitoba. - The divorce law of England, as 
It existed on July 15th, 1870, was introduced 
into Manitoba by an Act of the Dominion Parlia-
mont (8). The Court of the King's Bench in 
Manitoba has the same jurisdiction in divorce 
as the Courts have in England under the "Divorce 
and Matrimonial Causes Act" of 1857. 

Alberta and Saskatchewan. - The Dominion 
Parliament in 1886 (9) enacted that the laws of 
England as they existed on July 15th, 1870, should 
be in force in the Northwest Territories of Canada. 
In 1918, the Appellate Division of the Supreme 
Court of Alberta held that the effect of the above 
Ant and of subsequent legislation passed creating 
the province was to make the "Divorce and Matri-
monial Causes Act" of England of 1857 and any 
amendments up to July 15th, 1870, apply to the 
Province of Alberta. This decision was confirmed 
by the Imperial Privy Council on appeal. Subse-
quent judgments by the Saskatchewan Court of 
Appeal held that the English Law as it existed 
on July 15th, 1870, had force in that province 
and that the rights conferred thereunder might 
be enforced by the Court of King's Bench. The 
Provinces of Alberta and Saskatchewan, therefore, 
are in the same position in the matter of juris-
diction over divorce. 

Ontario. - In 1930 (10) 0  the Dominion Parlia-
ment conferred jurisdiction in divorce upon the 
Supreme Court of Ontario, in accordance with the 
English Law as it existed on July 15th, 1870. 
Prior to that tine, it was the practice in Onta-
rio for applications for dissolution of marriage 
to be made to the Dominion Parliament in the same 
manner as persona residing in the Provinces of 
Quebec and Prince Edward Island. 

Qidbee. - Dana le Québec, lea coure out assu-
me le pouvoir d'annuler lea manages at d'dtudier 
lea demandes de separations légales. Lea personnes 
désirent la dissolution du manage dolvent s'adres-
aer au Panlement Fddéral. 

Colombie Britannique. - La colonie de Colombia 
Bnitannique a acquip junidiction dens lea causes 
matnimoniales at de divorce an vertu d'une procla-
mation du Gouverneur-en-Oonseii, qui a donné eftet 
au Code Civil at Cniminel d'Angleterre tel qu'il 
existait le 19 novembre 1858. La province a con-
tinud d'exercer junidiction dana las causes inatni-
monialee at de divorce dana lee coure établiea 
avant 1871, annde oi Is Colombie Bnitannique eat 
entrée dana la Conféddration (7). 

Manitoba. - La loi du divorce d'Angleterre, 
telle qu'ello existait le 15 juillet 1870, a etd 
introduito au Manitoba par une 101 du Parlement 
Fdddral (8). La Cour du Banc du Rol au Manitoba 
a la mime juridiction dams lea can do divorce qua 
lea cours out an Angleterre on vertu de la "I.oi du 
divorce at des causes matnimonlales" de 1857. 

Alberta at Saskatchewan. - La Pariement Fedd-
ral an 1886 (9) a décrété qua lea lois d'Angloterre 
telles qu'elles exietaient le ls juillet 1870 
devaient ôtre on force dana lea Ternitoirea du 
Nord-Ouest du Canada. En 1918, la Division d'Appel 
de la Cour Suprme de 1'Alberta a convenu qu 
l'effet de la ioi ci-dessue mtionnée at de la 
legislation subséquente créant la province était 
do rendre applicable A l'Alberta la "Lat du divorce 
at des causes matrimoniales" d'Angleterre, 1857, at 
tous lea arnendenients y apportds jusqu'au 15 jutilet 
1870. Cetta decision a été ccmflrmde an appal par 
Is Conseil Pnivd Imperial. Lee juements aubsd- 
quents per la Cour d'Appel de la Saskatchewan ont 
soutenu que is loi anglaise telle qu'eile exiatait 
Is 15 juillet 1870 avait force dane cotta province 
et quo lea droits y confdrés pouvaient tre appli-
qués par is Cour du Banc du Rot. Done, lea provin-
ces d'Alberta at do Saskatchewan sont dans is rnêine 
situation conoernant la junidiction our le divorce. 

Ontario. - En 1930 (10), 10 Parlement Fédéral 
a confirl junidiction our le divorce & Ia Cour 
Suprme do l'Ontanio, conformdment A la ioi anglaise 
telle qu'eiie existait Is 15 juillet 1870. Avant 
ce tampa, 11 était coutume dams 1'Ontanio de 5's-
dresser am Panlement Fédéral pour lea demandea de 
dissolution de manage, tout comae pour lea per-
sonnes resident 4ans lea provinces de Québec at 
d'Ile du Pnince-Edouard. 

(7) See Revised Statutes, B.C. 1936, Chap. 76. 	 (7) Voir Statute Revises, C.B. 1936, chap. 76. 
(8) See 51 Victoria, Chap. 33. 	 (8) Voir 51 Victoria, chap. 33. 
(9) See 49 Victoria, Chap. 25. 	 (9) Voir 49 VIctoria, chap. 25. 
(10) See Statutes of Canada, 1930, Chap. 14. 	 (10) Voir Statute du Canada, 1930, chap. 14. 
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THE LAWS OF ENGLAND AS THEY AFFECT DIVORCE 
IN CANADA. 

The right to obtain divorce decrees in 
England was first granted in 1857, when the "Di-
vorce and Matrimonial Causes Act" was pacead. 
By this Act the Court of Divorce and Matrimonial 
Causes was created and all jurisdiction in iimtri-
monlal 4uatters, formerly exercised by the Eccle-
siastical Courts, was transferred to the Civil 
Court by the Act. Dissolution of marriage, as we 
now understand it, had formerly the signiflcanoe 
of judicial separation only. The "Divorce and 
Matrimonial Causes Act" of 1857 of England had 
no force in the colonies of British North America 
before Confederation, except in those colonies 
where such legislation had been enacted. 

JURISDICTION IN DIVORCE IN THE UNITE) STATES. 

Dissolution of marriage in the United 
States is regulated by State legislation. There 
is no apparent uniformity in the State laws con-
cerniag divorce and it is much easier to secure 
dissolution decrees in some states than in others. 
One of the pre-roquisites to divorce In the 
United States is doniicility or a prescribed 
time period of residence within the State where 
the application for a decree of divorce will be 
made. 

ECT OF DIVORCE DECREE. 

In Canada, generally speaking, unless an 
appeal is lodged, every decree of dissolution of 
marriage is absolute at the expiration of three 
months following the granting of the decree, and 
after that period both parties are free to remarry 
other perea or each other. In England, every 
decree of dissolution of marriage is in the first 
instance a decree "nisi" and is not made absolute 
until the expiration of six calendar months. At 
any time during the progress of a divorce &zit, 
before the decree "nisi" is made absolute, the 
King's proctor may intervene. The marriage exists 
until the decree is absolute, after which time 
either spouse may marry again. In the United 
States there is no restriction to the remarriage 
of divorced persons in the majortty of the states, 
although in some instances divorce decrees are 
granted "nigi" and do not become absolute until 
a specified period of time has elapsed (generally 
speaking, as in England, six montha). Such 
decrees prohibit the remarriage of either spouse 
during the "nisi" period. 

SOCIAL ASPECTS OF DIVORCE. 

Divorce is becoming more and more important 
as a social problem and the distribution of die-. 
solutions of marriage according to marital and 
social taotors is of paramount importance in any 
study of the effects of marriage and divorce upon 
community life. For instance, in the United Stetes 
the total nwither of divorces Is relatively high, as 
compared with other countries. This high rate of 
divorce is said to be due in a large measure to the 

LES LOIS ANGLAISZS EN CE {U'ELLES AFFECTENT IS 
DIVORCE AU CANADA. 

Le droit de r*sser des ddcrets our Is diver.. 
ce an Angleterre a dtd prm1rement accordd on 
1857 alors qu'a dtd crdde la "Loi du divorce at 
dee causes natrimonieles". Par cette lot Is Cour 
de Divorce at des Causes Matrimeniales a dtd fon-
dde at toute juridiotion dana lea can matrimo.. 
niaux, on premier exercde par lee cours eocldsi-
antiques, a dtd tranafdrde & la cour civile. La 
dissolution de manage tells que none l'entendona 
aujourd'hui avait d'abord le sean d'une sdpara-
tion judicieire seulement. La "I.ol du divorce at 
dee causes matnimoniales" d'Angieterre, 1857, 
n'avait auoune force dams las colonies de l'Am-. 
rique Britannique du Nord avant ia Confdddration, 
exceptd dans ces colonies oil une telle l6gi8iat ion 
avait dtd ddcrdtde. 

I 	 / 
JUIIDICTION SN MATIERES DE DIVORCE AUX ZMTS-UNIS. 

La di sso intl on dj manage aux Stat s-Unia ant 
gouvernde par chaque Etat individual. Il n'y a 
aucune unifo,rmitd apparente dana lee lois des 
dirtdrta State concernant le divorce at ii act 
beaucoup plus facile dobten1r Is dissolution de 
manage dane certains Etata que dans d'autres. 
tJpe des conditions prdalabies an divorce aux 
Etats.-Unis eat Is domicile oti une période pres-
crite de residence dana 1 9 tat oil act faite La 
demands pour un ddcret de divorce. 

/ 
SITE? D 'UN DECRET DE DIVORCE. 

Dc façon gdndrale, an Canada, & nolan qu'un 
appal no molt ddposd, tout ddcret de dissolution 
de manage ant absolu i l'erpiration des trots 
mole qul suivent l'dmission du ddcrat, at après 
cette pdniode lea deux parties sont libree de 
s'époueer de nouveau ou d'dpoueer d'autrae per-
sonnes. En Angletsrra, tout ddcret de dissolution 
de manage act on premier lieu an ddcret "mid" at 
11 an deviant abcolu qu'au bout de six mois. En 
aucun tempe durant La pourcuita on divorce, avant 
que is ddcret "mist" an eoit rendu absolu, Is pro-
cureur du Roi pent intervenir. La manage exiate 
jusqu'& on qua 1s ddcrat colt rendu absolu, apre 
quot chacun deq dpoux petit contrecter tin nouveau 
manage. Aux Etats-Unis 11 n'y a aucune restric-
tion en remarcge des personnea divoredes dane is 
majoritd dee Etats, bisn qu'en certathes occasions 
lee ddcrete da divorce solent aecordds "nici" at 
ne deviennent absolus qu'apr&s tine pdniode sped_ 
tide de tampa (de taqon gdndrale, six mois comma 
an Angleterra). De talc ddcrets 46fendent le ia-
manage dec dpoux en coura de Is pdrioda "nisi". 

ASPECTS SOCIAUX 11(1 DIVORCE. 

La divorce eat de plus an plus important coina 
prob1me eocial at is distribution des dlesoiutiona 
de maringe d'aprs des facteurs matrinioniaux at 
aoclaux eat de premire importance dana toute étude 
des effete dii zjar1age at du divorce cur Is vie 
sociale. kin tats-Unia par example Is noabre de 
divorcee eat relativement dlevd comperativemant aux 
autres pays. Ii eat dit qua an taux dlevd de di-
vorce eat an grande par'tie dfl I is facilitd coapa- 
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comparative ease with which a dissolution of 
marriage may be obtained, but the causes of 
divorce in the United States may be due to any 
number of economic factors and social conditions 
which may not be present in other countries. 
Such factors can only be determined by a ccsnpre-
'ensive study of the status of marriage and di-
orce in their relationship to other factors of 
omaunity and family life. Scientific work in 
he divorce field remains very limited, due to 
1) the lack of uniformity in collection of basic 

naterial; and (2) the lack of a standard statis-
tical method for the analysis of divorce statis-
tics, and finally (3) because there is very little 
material available. These conditions are due 
mainly to the fact that (1) the collection of 
'omplete statistical data is an undertaking of 
7rsat magnitude and that (2) under existing con-
itlone the cost of comprehensive analyses would 

he prehibitive. Such data are not available for 
'anada, but it hoped that in the very near future 
the deficiency in certain basic material may be 
rectified on a national basis. 

Some idea as to the complexity of the pro-
blems to be faced in organizing and co-ordinating 
studies of divorce in relationship to marriage and 
social and economic factors of a country is found 
in the Marriage and Divorce Bulletin of the United 
States Bureau of the Census (11). The statistics 
contained in this publication indicate the sur- 
prisingly large number of divorces which are granted 
in that country to parsons married in Canada. In 
1922, the latest year in which statistics of the 
country of marriage of persons obtaining divorces 
were collected, no fewer than 1,368 divorce decrees 
were granted to couples married in Canada, a number 
more than 2j times as large as the total number of 
divorces granted In Canada in the same year. This 
number also formed 36.2 per cent of the number at 
divorcee granted in the United States during the 
year to couples married in foreign countries, 
while, at the same time the pe±centage of the 
Canadian-born population to the total foreign-
born asounted to only 8.1 per cent. The Bulletin 
goes on to say: 

"It is possible that many Canadians 
acquire a residence in the United States 
for the sole purpose of obtaining divorce 
because, in general, divorce laws are more 
liberal in the United States than in 
Canada. 

Of the 1,368 dIvorcee granted in 1922 to couples 
who had been married in Canada, no fewer than 462 
were granted by the courts of the State of Michigan, 
while 135 were granted by the courts of the State 
of Washington and 128 in California. This situation 
establishes beyond doubt the need for international 
agreements concerning the interchange of divorce 
material, the establishjirnt of statistical standards 
for the analysis of such material and the method of 
collecting the basto data. 

retire avec laquelle lea dissolutions de manage 
nt obtenues, male lee causes de divorce aux 

Etats-Unie peuvent aussi rsider dane certains 
facteurs aconceiques at conditions socialee inex-
istants dane d'sutres pays. De tels facteurs 
peuvent Atre ddterminds aeulement par une dtude 
comprehensive du manage at du divorce dana leur 
portée stir lee autres facteurs de Is vie sociaie 
at familiale. Le travail scientifique dens Is 
domains du divorce eat trAs limité A cause; (1) 
du manque d'uniformitd dens Is compilation des 
donn6es de base; (2) du manque de mdthode stati&- 
tique uniforms pour l'analyse des statletiques our 
Is divorce at entin (3) A cause du peu de rensel-
gnemente disponibles. Ces conditions eont on par-
tie dues au fait quo (l) Is collection de donndes 
statistiques complAtes eat une entrepnise d'une 
grands ampleur at qua (2) an vertu des conditions 
existantea is coiit d'analyses comprhensjves sereit 
prohibitif. De tolles donodes no soot pea dispo-
nibles pour Is Canada, male l'on espêre que dane 
un avenir prochain ce manque do contains renseigne-
monte basiques sera corrigd our tine base nationale. 

Le Bulletin our Is Manage at is 4ivorce pu-
bud par Is Bureau du Recensement des Etata-Unis 
(11) donne une contains idde do la complexitd des 
problAnies A aurmonter dame l'organisation at la 
coordination des etudes our is divorce relativement 
au manage at aux facteure sociatix at 4conomiquee. 
Lee atatiatiques de cette publication indiquent is 
nombre dtonnamont considerable de divorces obtenue 
dane as paye par des personnes maridea au Canada. 
En 1922, derniAre annde pour laquelle ont dtd colli-
gdes des statletiques stir is pays de manage dee 
personnes obtenant doe divorces, pan mains do 1,368 
ddcrets de divorce ont dtd accordds A des couples 
manIs au Canada, un nombre plus de 2j fois pine 
considerable quo Is nombre total de divorces accor-
dde au Canada la mime annde. Ce nombre forms dgala-
inent 36.2 pour cent du noinbre de divorces accordde 
aux ktats_Unie durant l'annde A des couples marida 
done des pays dtrangera, tandis que d'autre part 1s 
pourcentage do fl68 canadiens relativement anx nde 
trengers s'dlAve A 8.1 pour cent neulement. La 

Bulletin as pournuit ddclarant: 

"Il eat possible que plusleur,s Cana-
diens acquiArent un domicile aux Etats- 
Unis pour Is seule fin d'obtenir tin divorce 
pence qu'en gdndrel lee Join do divorce 
eont mains strictes aux Etats-Unie qu'au 
Canada." 

Den 1,368 divorces accordds an 1922 d des couples 
ayant etd manes au Canada, pea ioins de 462 ont 
dtd accordés par dos coums de l'Etat du Michigan 
tandis quo 135 ont átd accordén par l'Etat de 
Mashington at 128 par la California. Cette situa-
tion établit sans l'ombre d'un doute Is besoin 
d'ententes internationales concernant 1 1 6change de 
donnees our is divorce, l'dteblisnement do noreen 
atatistiquea pour l'analyse do telles donnéos at 
la méthode do compilation des donndea de base. 

(11) See Marriagi and Divorce, 1922 0  Table 17 0 	 (ii) Voir Manage at Divorce, 1922, tableau 17, 
Page 24. 	 page 24. 



)rat1on of Marriage. - An Important factor 
in the study of divorce statistIcs 18 the duration 
of marriage. Many authorities on marriage and 
divorce claim that one of the mst conmon cause8 
of divorce Is hasty marriages 1  while other au-
thorities claim to have discovered by a study of 
available statistics that most "matrinonlal 
barques" drift upon the rocks of the divorce 
court after many years of apparently successful 
wedded bliss. In tact, the divorce statistics 
over a period of years for one province of Canada 
revealed that a high percentage of marriages were 
dissolved after the completion of eight to ten 
years of married life. The State of Massachu-
setts, with its old and established laws of ma-
trimoney and divorce, shows in its Annual Report 
that nearly 33 per cent of the marriages dissolved 
in 1920 had a duration of marriage from ten to 
nineteen years. 

Grounds for Divorce. - Statistics as to the 
"grounds" for dissolutions of marriage are of 
extreme significance. In Canada, however, the 
cause factor is generally known, because the 
main grounds for divorce are unfaithfulneeB and 
to a limited extent, desertion. Statistics show-
ing the distribution of dissolutions of marriage 
by cause are of primary importance. In countries 
where desertion, cruelty (either physical or 
mental), neglect of support, criminal conviction, 
habitual drunkenness, incompatibility and other 
causes, may be entertained as the grounds for 
divorce action, data concerning these factors 
in divorce incidence is of extreme importance. 

In 1925, the Dominion Parliament of Canada 
(12) added a new and important provision to the 
Canadian law respecting divorce. The law in 
force at that time, insofar as it concerned 
grounds for divorce proceedings, provided that 
while a husband might obtain a divorce on grounds 
of adultery it was necessary for a wife to prove 
both adultery and desertion. This anomaly was 
removed by Section 2 of the "Divorce Act" of 
1925, wherein it provided that:- 

"In any court having Jurisdiction to 
granting divorce "a vineulo matrimonil" any 
wife many consnence an action, praying 
that her marriage may be dissolved on 
the ground that her husband has since 
the celebration thereof been guilty of 
adultery". 

The granding of a divorce In such cases, of 
course, is dependent on sufficient evidence 
that the wife has not been an accessory to nor 
connived at such adultery and that the action 
is not prosecuted in collusion with the husband 
or the woman with whom he is alleged to have 
comaitted adultery. In addition - 

the court shall not be 
bound to pronounce such decree if it 
finds that the wife during the marriage 
has been guilty of adultery or of tin-
reasonable delay or cruelty towards 

(12) Sea Statutes of Canada, 1925, Chap. 41. 

Durée du manage. - Un faetur important 
dana l'tude des statietiq'tea du divorce eat is 
durée du manage. Piusiours autorit4s our Is 
nmriage at 10 divorce aff irment qua lea manages 
oontractós , In hate constituent l'uno doe causes 
lea plus comaunes de divorce, tandie qua d'autres 
autorit6s avencont avoir découvart dana an. 4-
tude des atatiatiques disponibles quo Is plupart 
des banques matnimonialee gliesent vera lee r4-
cifa des cours do divorce aprs plusienre annei 
do vie conjugale apparoisnent houreuse. Do fait 
lea statistiques du divorce our aDo p4riode 
d'anndee pour une province du Canada r4viont 
qu'un fort pourcentage do mariages ont 4t4 
aprs huit on dix enn4.e de vie conjugale. L'Etrit 
de Massachusetts, avec sea vielilea lois our 1s 
mart age at Is divorce, montre dane son rapport 
annual quo prs do 33 pour cent dee manages dia. 
sous on 1920 avajent eu une duróe do dix & dix-
neuf ens. 

Motifs pour divorce. - Las stattotjqu.a our 
lea ntifs de dissolution dii manage Boat d'une 
extrme signification. Au Canada, eependant, Is 
cause eat gén4ralement connue, parce quo lea prim-
cipaux motifs pour divorce sont l'adult&re at dens 
une certaine assure, is ddeertion. Lea atatta-
tiques nontrant is distribution des dissolutions 
de manage solon Is cause eont de proai&re im-
portance. Dans lea pays oi Is desertion, Is 
cruaut4 (soit physique on mentala), 1s rafus do 
pourvoir, Is condamnatlon oniminelle, l'ivrogne-
ne habituelle, l'incoinpatibilité at autres causes 
peuvent tro présentds comae motifs do divorce, 
lee donn4os concornant ces facteura sont d'extrema 
Importance. 

En 1925, Is Parlement Fóddral du Canada (12) 
a ajoutA Une nouvelle at importante disposition & 
Is lot eanadienne our Is divorce. La lot on fore. 
& as tampa, an autant qn'dtalt conoernd 1s motif 
pour poursuites an divorce, pourvoyait que 1 1 6poux 
pouvait obtanir tin divorc, pour cause d'adult&re, 
mais qu'il 4tait ndceasaire & l'dpouse do prouver 
at l'adult&re at is desertion. Cotta anomalio a 
4t4 en1eve par Is section 2 do Is Lot du divorce 
do 1925 oi 11 eat tilt qua:- 

"Devant tout tribunal ayant juri- 
diction pour seconder un divorce"a vinculo 
nmtrimonll", tine épouoe pout intenter tine 
action demandant Is dissolution do son 
manage parce quo son marl e'est, depute 
la céldbration dudit manage, rondu cou-
pablo d'adult&re". 

Il oat entendu quo l'octroi d'un divorce dana de 
tele cas depend d 'tine preuve eutftaante quo is 
fe On pee êtd coapiiee cii de connivance dane 
ledit adult&re at quo l'action On pea 4t4 pour-
suivie tie collusion avec Is mart cii is feimne avec 
qui ii oat suppose avoir comais l'adult&ne. De 
plus - 

Is tribunal n'eat pea tenu 
do prononcer as dêcret s'il découvre qua 
pendant Is manage l'4pouse a'est rendue 
coupeble d'adultre, ou d'un ddlai excea-
alt pour intenter cette action, ott do 

(12) Voir Statute du Canada, 1925, chap. 41. 
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iily separated herself from the hucbar.d 
a fore the adultery complained of and 
thout reasonable excuse or of such 
1ful neglect or misconduct as has 
aduced to the adultery". 

o 1930 0  the Dominion Parliament again amended 
Lvorce Act" (13) providing that, after a 

lapse of two years, wives whose husbands had 
deserted them and had moved from the jurisdiction 
of the Court or the province of the former joint 
residence, were permitted to institute an action 
for divorce. A decree could be granted by the 
Court of the province in which the wife had con-
tinued to reside upon any grounds which were 
already recognized by the Court or that province, 
provided that the husband was domiciled in that 
oarao province Immediately prior to the desertion. 

In England, complete divorce has been obtain-
able !ince January let, 1938 (14) by either hue.. 
band or wife upon any one of the following grounds: 
adultery since marriage; desertion for three years 
before petition; cruelty to petitioner; incurable 
insanity; and by the wife on conviction of the 
hand of certair. crim',P.ol oasea. 

other 	0or, 
differ between countries, so likewise do the com-
mon causes of and legal grounds for divorce appli-
cations differ, and the rates, therefore, vary 
accordingly. In some countries, by reason of the 
high coat of court action, divorce Is said to be 
a luxury and only within the reach of the fairly 
wealthy in the population. 

DIV01E RATES 

Divorce rates are generally expressed in the 
i to of decrees granted each year to eye ry 100,000 

of the population. Due to changes in the sex, age 
and marital statue distribution of the population, 
a rate .orked on the basis of the total population 
may prove an unreliable index, particularly for 
long-term comparisons. It is con practice also 
to express the ratio of divorce decrees by the ratio 
of the number of dissolutions of marriage each year 
to the nt.sber of marriages solmnized in the same 
year. Some authorities claim, and rightly so, that 
this is not a logical basis for comparison, because 
It mist be remember.d that the ratio of divorces to 
marriages in a given year indicates simply a numeri-
cal relationship which has no biological or social 
significance, even though It has been considered a 
convenient index of the increase in divorce frequency. 

Divorce statistics ought to be studied speci-
fically; that Is, in relationship to the number of 
persons exposed to the risk of divorce, i.e., the 
annual number of divorces in ratio to the married 

(13) See Statutes of Canada, 1930, Chap. 15. 
(14) See Matrimonial Causes Act 1937.  

cruautê envere is marl, ou qu'elle a 
d6sert4 son mari ou a'en eat sdparde 
vOlontairemant, at sans excuse ralsona-
ble, avant i'edu1tre dont elle as 
plaint, ou d'une negligence ou Inconduite 
volontaires que l'adultre a ótó provoqu6 11 . 

En 1930, is Panlement Fdddral a de nouveau 
amende is loi du divorce (13) pourvoyant qu'aprs 
une periods de deux ans, lea fennnes abandonn6es 
par lea maria, quand ceux-ol no soot plus sous l.a 
junidiction de ia cour de is province oa lea deux 
con joints avalent dlu prdcddemmuent domicile, 
peuvent intenter une action pour divorce. Un 
décret peut tre accordd par is cour de la pro-
vince dams laqueile is fennne a continue de resider 
pour quelque motif d6jA reconnu par la cour de 
c&te province, pourvu qua is mari alt résidé dana 
cette province irasédiatement avant l.a desertion. 

En Angleterre, Is divorce complet pout tre 
obtenu depuis is len janvier 1938 (14) par i'd-
pour ou i'dpouse our l'un des motifs suivants: 
adutre depuis is manage; desertion pour trois 
ans avant la demande de divorce; onusuté covers 
is demandeur; insanitd incurable; et par la femamna, 
cur condemnation du marl pour certains ddiite 
riminals. 

Antres facteura du divorce. - Comae lea con-
ditions de vie sont différentes entre lea pays, 
de mms lea causes communes at lea motifs ldgaux 
pour denmnde de divorce diffhrent, at da li lea 
taux vantent an conedquence. Dana certains pays, 

cause du coat dievd dee procedures, is divorce 
eat preaque un iuxe at ii eat & ia portde de ia 
ciasse a l'aiss de la population seulement. 

PAIJX DE DIV0lE 

es taux de divorce sont gdndralement expri-
nda dars la proportion de ddcrets accordds cheque 
annde pour 100,000 do population. A cause des 
dlffdrenesa dana le aexe, l'ge at l'état conjugal 
de la population, isa taux bases our is population 
totals peuvent as rdvdler un indice inexact, par-
ticuliaremnent dams lea indices A long terms. Ii 
eat dgaiement de pratique connmane d 'expnimer is 
taux des ddcreta de divorce par is proportion du 
nombre do dissolutions de manage chaque annde vie-. 
&-vis le nonibre de manages contractés ia maine 
annda. Certaines autoritds affirmnent at aveo 
raison qua cool n'eat pas use base logique do corn.-
paraiaon, pence qu'ii taut as rappeler que is taux 
des divorces via-a-via lee mariages pour use armde 
donnde indique slmplement use relation numdrique 
qui n'a aucune signification biologique ou socisie, 
bien qu'ii alt dtd conaidérd comae Un indies conve-
nable de l'auguentation dams la frdquence des 
divorces. 

Lee stetlatiques du divorce dsvraient 6tre 
dtudidea spdcifiquement, soit on regard du nombre 
de personnes exposdea au risque de divorce, c.-&-d., 
is nombre aniiuel de divorcee an proportion de la 

(13) Voir Statuta du Canada, 1930, chap. 15. 
(14) VoIr is loi des causes matnimoniales, 1937. 



adult population (fifteen years and over), or 
better still in ratio to the married unite in 
the population. The divorce rate for both sexes 
would obviously be twice as groat for the entire 
adult married population because the iumber of 
persons attaining divorce statue each year is 
naturally twice the number of divorcee granted. 
The same reasons may be advanced for computing 
specific divorce rates as In the case of specific 
rates for marriages and births. 

Until such time as national and international 
standards are set up the most coituonly used ratios 
will be employed in presenting the Divorce Statis-
tics of Canada. Some justification for adopting 
and continuing publication of these questionable 
statistical data is that such rates have been and 
are now being used not only in the more popular 
publications but aqually as extensively in scion-
title studies and official publications. 

The relative number of divorcee granted to 
females in all countries in very much higher than 
the number granted to males; the ratio in this 
instance is expressed in terms of the number of 
male applicants to the number of female applicants 
in every 1,000 decrees granted. 

8(YUE OF DIVORCE MA!IRIAL IN CANADA 

The material for this report, which is limited 
to a more count by sex of the dissolutions and 
nuuiltios of marriage granted, is supplied annual-
ly to the Vital Statistics Branch of the Dominion 
Bureau of StatIstics through the courtesy of the 
provincial authorities charged with the registra.. 
tion of Divorces, while the figures for Prince 
Edward Island and quebec are supplied through the 
courtesy of the Clerk of the Divorce Comaittee of 
the Senate of Canada. The figures for the years 
1920 to 1940 have been revised through the co-
operation of the above registration officials and 
show the number of absolute decrees granted each 
year. Annulments have been eliminated, where 
possible, but for those provinces where it was 
not possible to make a complete elimination they 
constitute a very negligible proportion of the 
total. Plans are being formulated to discuss with 
the provinces and the Clerk of the Divorce Com-
mittee of the Senate, the adoption of a compre-
hensive Standard Divorce Report Forn for Canada. 

DIVO1ES GRANTED IN 1942 

There were 3,089 divorcee granted in Canada 
in the calendar year 1942 - 3,016 being granted 
by the courts of seven provinces, while 71 were 
granted by the Dominion Parliament to petitioners 
whose legal domicile was in the Province of ue-
bee and 2 in Prince Edward Island. As compared 
with the figures for 1941, lvorces in Canada in 
1942 increased by 628, or 25.5 per cent. All 
provinces with the exception of Prince Edward 
Island, Nova Scotia and New Brunswick recorded 
significant increases over the preceding year. 
In Ontario the lncreaae was 236; in British 
Columbia, 215; in Alberta, 64; in Saskatchewan, 

in 114,ni tobt 	42; pnd i rj w i;eha r, 23, Nnv  

population noulte nari.a Lqunze ens at piu 
ou encore alaux an proportion dee unite asr ' 
de la population. Ii oat clair quo Is teal . 
divorce pour lee deux sexes seralt deuz foi 
plus dlevd car Is nombro do personnas divore - 
cheque anne est naturollomont le double de 
divcrcos accord4s. Pour Is ealcul des taux 
spdcifiquos do divorce l'on pout avanoer )i 
mimes ral eons quo dane 1s ceo des taux ape. 
ques do manage at do naisasnee. 

3usqu'& as quo dos mdtliodee nationalea 
intornationalos soient êtablies nous a11oni 
ployer dens 1 1 tude doa etatietiques du divor 
an Canada lee proportions lee plus ounment n 
usage. Une certaine justification pour ado, 
at continuer la publication do coo doanCee 
cortethee eat lo fait qua do tale taux oat e 
at sont encore employs non seulement dane 
publications lea pius populairos male 6ga1v. 
dana los dtudos scientifiques appivfondle 
publications off iciolles. 

La nombre rolatif do divorces eoco' 
femeos dane tous lee pays eat beaucoup plus 41v 
quo Is nombre accordé aux bomeos; le taux on LC. 

cas eat ezpnim4 an termes du nombre do demandE 
d'homaes an regard dii nombre do demandes MF, 
feimees pour cheque 1,000 dor.ts accord63. 

SOUES DES DONNEES SUR LE DIVOIE All Ci 

Le sati&ro do as rapport, limitd. & an si 
plo compte par sane doe dissolution, at annula-
tione do manage, eat fourmie cheque ann6e & li 
Brenche des Statiatiquas Vitolas dii Bureau FddrFl 
do is Statistique par lea autoritêe provincials 
chargdea do l'onregietroment doe divorces, tend' i 
quo lee donn6es do i'll. dii Pnince4douard at 
Qudbec sont fournios par Is graft ier dii Comitd 
Divorce dii Senat canadian. La5 donndeu do 1920 
1940 ont étd reviaee avec l'eiida doe pr6pos4s 
i'enrogistrsaent ci-doesus mentionnü at olies 
montront le nombre do dcrets aboohue a000rds 
cheque année. Los annulations out td dhisinde 
dams Is meaure dii possible, male pour coo provi' 
ceo oi 11 a 6t6 impossible do faire mo óltiirn. 
tion complete elba constituent tine proportion 
tres ng1igeable dii total. Des plans bat 
formalde pour disouter evec lee provinces ut 1r 
graffier du Comitd dii Divorce dii Sdnat do l'ado-
tion d'une formube oomprdhensive at urifo, enff 
la ddclarotion doe divorces an Cane. 

DIVORCES ACC0IZ9 EN 194 

L'enno civil. 1942, 3,089 divozi',vei ro 
accord4e en Canada, dent 3,016 par lea courij th 
sept provinces, 71 par 1. Parloment Fdra1 & if ' 

demandours avec doalcils legal dens 1. qu6bec, 
2 avac domicile dens 1'Ilo du Pninoe-Zdouard. 
Comparativement aincbittrea de 1941 9  lee divorn*. 
eu Canada an 142 augmontent do 628 cii 25.5 ioi• 
cent. Toutea 109 provinces & l'oxoeption do 
PIle dii Prince-Edouard, do Is Nouvelle-.Eeoeee 
at dii Nouveau-Brunswick, accusont des augments_ 
time significetivos our l'anndo proddents. r 
Ontario l'augmentation eat do 236; Colombia Br - 
tennique, 215; Alberta, 64; Saskatchewan, 6; 
ManItoba, 42; at Quhec 23. Len totsux di In 



Scotia and Prince Edward Island totals increased 
by only 2 and 1 respectively, while New Brunswick 
showed a decrease of 18 in the divorces granted. 
The annual distribution of dissolutions of mar-
riages in Canada by provinces from 1918 to 1942, 
inclusive, is given in Tibia 1. 

Pou1atIon Rates. - Table 2 shows the divorce 
rates per 100,000 populatIon in Canada by pro-
vinces from 1918 to 1942. The figure 8 reveal that 
upon the basis of the number of divorces granted 
to the total population the rate per 100,000 has 
steadily increased. In 1918 the rate was 1.4; by 
1926 It was 6.4; by 1930 it had risen to 8.6 and 
in 1936 it reached 14.3. In 1940 the rate was 
20.8; in 1941 it was 21.4 and in 1942 it Increased 
to 26.5. DurIng the twenty-four year period there 
was but one marked halt in the general upward 
trend, i.e., in 1931 when the rate dropped to 6.8 
from the 1930 figure of 8.6, but in 1932 the rate 
rose again to 9.6. 

• Considering the provinces individually, Bri-
tish Columbia has always maintained by far the 
highest divorce rate In Canada. In 1918, the rate 
stood at 13.7; by 1926 it had risen to 27.6 and to 
37.7 in 1930. The uard trend stopped in 1931 
when the rate dropped to 30.0, but in 1932 the 
upward trend was resumed with the rate increasing 
to 34.8, and by 1940 had risen to 84.8 per 100,000 
population. There was, however, a definite halt 
in the trend for 1941 when the rate dropped to 
74,5, but in 1942 it had risen again to 99.8, the 
highest on record. 

Discounting Prince Edward Island, the pro-
visos of quebec has the lowest provincial divorce 
rate in Canada. The general trend has been slight-
ly upward from 0.1 per 100,000 populatIon In 1918 
to 1.9 In 1940. During the review period there 
has been a number of minor fluctuations with a 
peak of 2.6 in 1938. In 1942 the quebec rate 
stood at 2.1. It *ist be remembered, however, 
that the basis for the granting of divorce decrees 
in quebec is not strictly comparable with the rest 
of Canada. 

Sex of Applicante. - Divorce statistics in 
Canada until 1924 were at variance with those of 
most other countries by revealing that a majority 
of the decrees of dissolution of marriage were 
granted on the petition of the husband. In that 
year 51.2 per cent of the decrees were granted to 
wives, but in 19 the majority of successful pe-
tit loners again swung in favour of the husbands 
with 50.6 per cent. From 1926 to 1933 between 50 
and 60 per cent of the decrees were granted to 
wives, while after 1934 the proportion increased 
steadily to 63.2 per cent in 1940 but dropped to 
62.6 per cent in 1941 and 62.0 in 1942. In New 
Zealand between 50 and 60 per oent of the decrees 
granted between 1928 and 1941 were to wives. 

Table 3 shows the provincial distribution 
of dissolattone of marriage, from 1938 to 1942, 
according to the sex of the petitiobere, while 
Table 4 ahows the ratio of dissolutions of 

Nouvelle.-Ecosse at de l'Iie dii Prince-zdowird 
augmentent respectivement do 2 et 1 seulement, 
tandis quo le Nouveau-Brunswick fait voir une 
aunentation do 18. La distribution annuelle des 
dissolutions de niariage an Canada, par province, 
de 1918 & 1942 inciusiveinent, eat donnée au ta-
bieau 1. 

Taux scion Is population. - Le tableau 2 
montre lee teux do divorce par 100,000 do popu-
lation au Canada, per province, de 1918 A 1942. 
Los chiffres révAlent qua cur is base dii nombre 
do divorces accordds A la population totale le 
taux par 100,000 a continuellement augmentd. En 
1918 le taux était do 1.4, an 1926 do 6.4, an 1930 
do 8.6 at an 1936 do 14.3. En 1940 le taux atteint 
20.8, pour manter A 21.4 an 1941 at & 26.5 an 1942. 
An coura des derniers vingt-quatre sac ii n'y a eu 
qu'un arrt marqud dens la tendence gdndrale A is 
hauase, Boit an 1931 alors que le taux oat tombd 
A 6.8 do 8.6 qu'il était an 1930, sais on 1932 ii 
eat reaontd A 9.6. 

Considdrant los provinces individuellement, 
is Colombie Britannique a toujours maintenu ie taux 
do dIvorce lo plus dievé. En 1918 le taux dtait de 
13.7 pour monter A 27.6 an 1926 at 37.7 an 1930. La 
tendance A Is hausee s'est arrtée an 1931 at Is 
taux est tombé A 30.0 pour rennter A 34.8 an 1932; 
an 1940 le taux était de 84.8 par 100,000 do popu 
lation. De nouveau an 1941 le taux tombe A 74.5 
pour remonter A 99.8 an 1942, Is plus bent ni'veau 
A date. 

En dehora do i'Ile dii Prince-Edouard, is 
province de québec accuse le taux de divorce Is 
mains dle'vd an Canada. La tendanoe gdndrale ce-
pendant a dtd ldg&reinent A 1a hausse, le taux de 
0.1 par 100,000 do population on 1918 peasant & 
1.9 an 1940. Au cours do is pdrlode sous revue 
ii y a en nombre de fluctuations mineures avoc in 
eoanet de 2.6 an 1938. En 1942 lo taux dii udbeo 
e'dl&ve A 2.1. A so rappeler cependarit quo is 
base dos octrois do divorces dane le udbec n'est 
pea etrictement comparable avec Is reste du Canada. 

Sexe des regudreurs. - Les statistiques du 
divorce au Canada jusqu'en 1924 variant avec celies 
do la plupert des autres pays an révéiant quo is 
majoritd des décreta do dissolution ont dtd accor-
des our denmnde dii sari. En cette derniAre annde 
51.2 pour cent doe décrets ont étó accordds aux 
femaes, main on 1925 lee maria avec 50.6 pour cent 
ont de nouveau obtenu is majorité des demandeurs 
heureux. Be 1926 A 1933 entre 50 at 60 pour cent 
des décrots ont étd accordés cur femnes, tandis 
qu'aprAe 1934 is proportion a augmontd continuelie-
meat pour attelndre 63.2 pour cent an 1940 at toni-
b.r légArement A 62.6 pour cent an 1941 at 62.0 
on 1942. En Nouvelle-Zéiande, entre 50 at 60 
pour cent des décrete accordés do 1928 A 1941 
ont favorisé lee femmes. 

La tableau 3 nontre is distribution provin-
dale dee dissolutions do mari.age de 1938 A 1942, 
salon Is sore des demandeurs, tandis qua le tableau 
4 montre is proportion des dissolutions do manage 
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marriage granted to males for every 1,000 granted 
to females in Canada by provinces, from 1938 to 
1942. 

Divorced Persons in the Population. - The 
number of divorced persona in the Dominion as 
enumerated at the Census of 1921 was 3,647 males 
and 3,726 females or 0.08 per cent and 0.09 per 
cent of the total population for each aex, while 
in 1931 0  the figures were recorded as 4,027 and 
3,386 or 0.08 per cent and 0.07 per cent, res-
pectively. At the Census of 1941 there were 
6,546 divorced males and 7,460 divorced females 
enumerated, showing a percentage of 0.11 and 0.13, 
respectively, of the total male and female popu-
lation of Canada. 

Table 5 shows the distribution of divorced 
persons in Canada by provinces as enumerated at 
the CenBusee of 1921, 1931, and 1941, together 
with the percentage distribution by sex of each 
group to the total population. The figures show 
that British Columbia had the hig)iest provincial 
rate of divorced persons in the population. In 
1921 there were 547 divorced males or 0.19 per 
cent; in 1931 there were 921 or 0.24 per cent and 
in 1941 there were 1,547 or 0.36 per cent. Di-. 
vorced females numbered 483 or 0.21 per cent in 
1921; 731 or 0.24 per cent in 1931 and 1,718 or 
0.45 per cent in 1941. The figures reveal that 
the Province of Quebec had the lowest percentage 
of divorced persons in Canada at all three cen-
suses with 603 divorced males or 0.05 per cent 
in 1921; 345 or O.Oe per cent in 1931 and 500 
or 0.03 per cent in 1941. Divorced females in 
1921 numbered 758 or 0.06 per cent; in 1931 they 
numbered 405 or 0.03 per cent and in 1941 there 
were 646 or 0.04 per cent. The above figures 
give the marital status of divorced persons at the 
time of the Census; persons who had been previous-
ly divorced but remarried prior to the Census are 
enumerated as married. 

Remarriage of Divorced Persons. - The number 
of divorced persons remarrying each year by sex 
from 1926 to 1942 is shown in Table 6. The figures 
Indicate that the number of remarriages is increa-
sing with the number of divorcee granted. It will 
be seen also that except for the years 1926 and 
1942 the rate of remarriage for divorced females 
is consistently lower than for divorced males. 
The percentage increase over the seventeen year 
period 1926 to 1942 was 192.1 and 190.8, respective-
ly. 

In Table 7 is shown the marital status of the 
contracting parties in Canadian marriages where 
either or both was a divorced person prior to the 
marriage. The provincial distribution is given 
from 1938 to 1942. Previous to 1942 the figures 
reveal that marriages of divorced men to spinsters 
were by far the more numerous, and that in point 
of number8 the marriages of divorced women to 
bachelors come second. In 1942 these two groups 
reversed order in point of numeral frequency of 
remarriage. In this connection, however, the fairer 
sex appear to be catching up with their ax-partners 
for in 1938 the first named group accounted for 

accordds ann hommes pour obaqu. 1,000 diesolu.-
tions a000rdées sum femmes en Caneda, par pro-
vince, de 1938 A 1942. 

Personnee djvorcées dane is population. - 
La nombre de pereonnos divorcée. dane 1. Dominion, 
d'aprAs le recensament de 1921, attoint 3,647 
homees at 3,726 femnes ou 0.08 pour cent at 0.09 
pour cant de in population totale pour cheque 
sore, tandia qu'en 1931 lee ehlffrea étaient do 
4,027 at 3,386 ou 0.06 at 0.07 pour sent respecti-
venent. Au recensement do 1941 l'on compte 6,546 
divorcée at 7,460 divore6es, soit des pouroentagee 
reepectife do 0.11 at 0.13 des populations total.., 
masculine at feminine, du Canada. 

La tableau 5 motre la distribution eec per-
sonnaa divorcée. su Ci.nada, par province, d'aprAo 
lee recensemente do 19.1, 1931 at 1941, do ame 
quo is distribution prop.. rtlonnelle par sexe do 
cheque aroupe do is populati,z total.. Los chiffres 
révAlent quo la Colombia Britanniqum accuse 1e 
taux provincial le plus dlevé do pereonnos divor-
c4es. Rn 1921 0  Il y await 547 divorcé, on 0.19 
pour cent; an 1931, 921 ou 0.24 pour cent; at an 
1941, 1,547 on 0.36 pour cent. La noabre do dl-
vorcêea attoint 483 on 0.21 pour cent an 1921; 
731 ou 0.24 pour cent an 1931 at 1,718 on 0.45 
pour cent an 1941. Lea obiffrea révAlent qua in 
province de Québec a la plus faibls pourcentage 
do divorcée an Canada sum trois recensamente, 
soit 603 hoimaee (0.05 pour cant) it 758 foa 
(0.06) an 1921, 345 home.. (0.02) it 405 (0.03) 
focuses on 1931 at 500 hossnee (0.03) at 646 (0.04) 
focuses an 1941. Lee chiftree oj-desaue donnent 
l'dtat conjugal d.s personnes divoroées au temps 
du recensement; lea porsonnea dój& divorcéea male 
remarlées avant le racansement sont énumérêes 
comae mariéa.. 

Remarlago des personnea divorcée.. - Ia ta-
bleau 6 donna le nombre de personnas divorcée. 
contractant an nouveau manage, per sexe, cheque 
anne. d. 1926 A 1942. Lee chlffres indiqnent quo 
1e nombre da remariagas auguente eves 16 nombre do 
divorces. A remarquer égaleaent qu'& l'excaption 
des années 1926 at 1942 le tauz de remariage cho2 
lea famines divorcées eat inférleur au taux corres-
pondent chex lee homnee divorcée. Lea augments-
tions proportionnelles an couro do is periOde di 
dix-sept ens, 1926 A 1942, aont di 192.1 at 190 8 
reopoetivenient. 

Ia tableau 7 montre l'état conjugal dee par-
ties oontreotantes dens lea manages an Canada ].A 
oa l'une on l'autre des pertlea eat une personae 
divorcée. La distribution provinoisle oat donnée 
d. 1938 & 1942. Avant 1942 lee chiftres montrent 
quo lee manages do divorces A dos flues céliba-
tames sont do beaucoup lea plus nombreux, tandi. 
quo 108 manages do divorcée. & des homees cell-
bataires viennent an second lieu. La beau sexe 
sembla oependant so reprendre our leurs ox-con-
joints; an effet, an 1938 10 premier groups men-
tionné comptait 40.6 pour oent dee personnea 
remariées contra 32.9 pour cent pour le second 

p 
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40.6 per cent of the persons remarried against 
32.9 per cent, while in 1942 the percentages 
had changed to 36.0 and 36.4. The lowest fre-
quency of remarriage was between divorced men 
and widows. These trends were fairly consistent 
as between provinces, with British Colunbia far 
in the lead with a total of 610 divorced persons 
remarried in 1938 as against 1,262 in 1942; 
Alberta was second with 286 and 462 while New 
Brunswick was lowest with 68 and 92 respectively. 

C0MPARIS4S WITH OTHER C(XJNTRT.ES 

Marriages and Divorcee. - In Table 8 are 
shown figures for marriages and divorces in 
Canada, in comparison with England and Wales, 
Scotland, Australia, New Zealand, the United 
States and Sweden for the years 1916 to 1942. 
Complete statistics of divorces granted in the 
United States have not been collected since 1932. 
The United States Bureau of the Census estimated 
and published the number of divorces annually 
from 1916 to 1921 and 1933 to 1940 (1). The 
estimates were based on the returns of a nationel 
survey of all divorce recording offices in the 
forty-eight atatea. 

Percentage or Divorces to Marriages. - The 
figures in Table 9 reveal that in Canada the 
percentage of divorces to marriages in each year 
has increased from 0.10 in 1916 to 2.43 in 1942. 
In England and Wales the percentage of divorces 
to marriages has increased from 0.35 in 1916 to 
1.41 in 1941, in Scotland from 0.85 to 1.6 and in 
New Zealand from 2.41 to 7.18 during the eame 
period. In 1916 in the United States, the annual 
percentage of divorces to marriageB was 10.6 and 
by 1940 the percentage had increased to 16.87. 
Australia showed an increase of from 1.53 in 1916 
to 4.89 in 1939 and Sweden from 2.2 to 5.89, 
respectively. 

The upward trend in all seven countries has 
been maintained fairly steadily since 1916 with a 
few minor fluctuations. 

Population Rates. - Table 10 gives the di-
vorce rates per 100,000 population for the above 
oountriea. The rate for r2madn rose steadi 1 y from 
0..5 in 1916 to 26.5 in 1942. In England and Wales 
the rate in 1916 was 2.9 and by 1941 it had in-
creased $0 13.2; in New Zealand from 18.0 to 62.1 
and in Scotland from 5.6 to 15.2. The increase in 
the United States was from 111.8 in 1916 to 200.5 
in 1940. The Anstre.lian rates were 12.5 in 1916 
and 44.9 in 1939 while the rates for Sweden ranged 
from a low of 13.5 in 1916 to 56.0 in 1939, the 
latest year for which these figures are available. 
As might be expected there has been some variation 
in the rates for each country, but nevertheless the 
trend has been steadily upward, 

(1) Estimated number of divorces by state; United 
States, 1937 - 1940. 
Vital Statistic. - Special Reports, Vol. 15, 
page 193. 

groupe, tandis u'en 1942 ces pourcentagea sont 
changes A 36.0 at 36.4 respectivement. La fre-
'luence la plus faible de remariage se rencontre 
entre lea divorces at lee veuves. Ces tendancea 
sont assez consdquentea entre lea provinces, la 
Colombie Britannique venant an tate avec tin total 
de 610 pereonnes divorcdea reinarides an 1938 
contre 1,262 an 1942; l'Alberta vient on second 
lieu avec 286 at 462 respectivement, tandis quo 
le Nouveau-Brunswick eat on dernier lieu avec 68 
at 92 respectivement. 

COMPARAISONS AVEC LES AUTRES PAYS 

Manages et divorces. - La tableau 8 montre 
lea donn6ee des manages at divorces au Canada 
lea anndes 1916 A 1942, comparativement aux don-
ndes d'Angleterre at du pays do Galles,,d'Ecoaae, 
d'Australie, do Nouvelle-Zdlande, des Etats-Unia 
at de Suade. Des stati,stiques compltes stir lea 
divorces aceordós aux Etats-Unis n'ont pas dtd 
cofl;gees depuis 193. I.e Bureau du Recensement 
des Etats-Unis a estimd at publid le nombre do 
divorces cheque annde de 1916 A 1921 at do 1933 

1940 (1). Lea estimations ont étd basées stir 
lea rapporta d'un relové national de tous lea 
bureaus d'enreiatrement do divorces dana lee 
quarante-huit tata. 

Pourcentage do civoroes relativement aux 
marioges. - Las chiffres du tableau 9 montrent 
qu'au Canada le pouroentage do divorces relative-
ment aux manages cheque annde augmente do 0.10 
an 1916 A 2.43 an 1942. En Angleterre Is pour-
centage do divorces relativement aux manages a 
augmentd de 0.35 an 1916 & 1.41 an 1941; an 
Ecosee pour la mane póniode il eat pesaC de 0.85 
& l.§ at an Nouvolle-Zdlande, de 2.41 & 7.18. 
Aux Etats-Unis, Is pouroentage annuel do divorces 
relativement aux nmriageB est de 10.6 an 1916; an 
1940, ii atteint 16.87. L'Australie accuse une 
augmentation de 1.53 an 1916 & 4.89 an 1939 at In 
Sude passe de 2.2 & 5.89 pour lea manes anndea. 

La tendance & la hausae dans lee sept pays 
a'eat asses bien maintenue nepuic 1916 avec quel-
quos fluctuations mineuree. 

Taux do population. - I.e tableau 10 donne 
lee taux do divorce par 100,000 de population pour 
lee pays ci-desaus mentionnda. I.e taux pour Is 
Canada augmente continueflement ta 0.8 an 1916 & 
26.5 an 1942. En Angleterre at au pays do Galles 
le taux passe de 2.9 an 1916 & 13.2 on 1941; la 
Nouvelle-Zdlande montre tine augmentation do 18.0 
& 62.1 etl'Ecoase, do 5.6 & 15.2. L'augnienta-
tion aux Etats-Unia eat de 111.8 an 1916 & 200,5 
an 1940. Lea teal an Amatralie sont de 12.5 on 
1916 at 44.9 an 1939, tandiB que lea taux pour Is 
Su&de vanient do 13.5 an 1916 & 56.0 an 1939, 
derai&re année pour laquelle ces donndea mont die-
poniblea. Comae l'on pent próvoir il y a eu des 
variations dana lea taux pour cheque pays, maia 
néanmoina is tendance a toujoure dtd & la hausse. 
(1) Nombre estinmtif de divorces per Etat, Etata-

Unis, 1937 - 1940. 
Statiatiques vitalos - Rapports ep4oiaux, 
Vol. 15, page 193. 
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TABLE 1. - DISSOIJJTI(8 07 IMIWLA&Z IN CANADA BY PROVINCES. 1918 - 42. 

TABLEAU 1. - DISSOLUTIONS 02 MAR1/E AU CANADA, PAR PROVINCE, 1918 - 42. 

Year 
- CANADA P.E.I. N.S. N.B. 

Annóe  
4ue. Ont. Man. Saek. Alta. B.C. 

1918 114 - 	 24 10 	2 10 - 1 2 65 
1919 373 - 	 36 13 	4 46 88 3 36 147 
1920 468 - 	 45 15 	9 89 42 20 112 136 
1921 558 - 	 41 13 	10 96 122 59 89 
1922 543 - 	 35 12 	6 91 97 35 129 138 
1923 505 - 	 22 19 	10 102 81 44 Be 139 
1924 540 - 	 42 15 	I 	13 113 77 26 118 156 
1925 550 - 	 30 15 	13 119 79 43 101 150 
1926 608 - 	 19 12 	10 111 85 50 154 167 
1927 748 	1 - 	 29 17 	13 181 101 62 148 197 
1928 790 - 	 28 13 	24 213 79 57 173 203 
1929 817 - 	 30 21 	30 207 89 71 147 222 
1930 875 - 	 19 27 	41 204 114 64 151 255 
1931 700 1 	36 20 	38 91 94 55 157 208 
1932 1,006 - 	 35 26 	27 343 114 66 150 245 
1933 930 - 	 27 12 	24 307 116 48 138 258 
1934 1,122 - 	 33 17 	38 365 126 67 170 306 
1935 1,431 2 	52 36 	28 491 145 68 225 384 
1936 1,570 - 	 41 38 	40 519 179 84 218 451 
1937 1,832 2 	36 53 	43 607 200 112 259 520 
1938 2,226 2 	51 39 	83 824 205 126 271 625 
1939 2,068 - 	 64 40 	50 747 181 133 272 581 
1940 2,369 - 	 60 52 	62 916 206 125 274 674 
1941 2,461 1 	68 87 	48 949 242 146 311 609 
1942 3,089 2 	70 69 	71 1,185 284 209 375 824 

TABLE 2. - ANNUAL RATES OF DISSOLUTIONS OF MARR1A)E PER 100.000 POPULATION 
IN CANADA, BY PROVINCES. 1918 -42. 

TABLEAU 2. - TAUX ANNtJEIS DE DISSOLUTIONS DE MARIME PAR 100,000 02 PORJLATION 
AU CANADA •  PAR PROVINCE. 1918 - 42. 

Year 
- 

Annie 
CANADA P.2.1. N.S. NB. quo. Oat. Man. Sask. Alta. B.C. 

1918 1.4 - 	 4.8 	2.7 0.1 0.4 - 0.1 0.4 13.7 
1919 4.5 - 	 7.1 	3.5 0.2 1.6 15.3 0.4 6.7 30.1 
1920 5.5 - 	 8.7 	3.9 0.4 3.1 7.1 2.9 19.8 26.8 
1921 6.4 - 	 7,8 	3.4 0.4 3.3 20.0 7.8 15.1 24.4 
1922 6.1 6.7 	3.1 0.2 3.1 15.7 4.6 21.8 25.5 
1923 5.6 - 	 4.2 	4.9 0.4 3.4 13.1 5.7 14.8 25.0 
1924 5.9 - 	 8.1 	3.8 0.5 5.7 12.3 3.3 19.8 23.8 
1925 5.9 - 	 5.8 	3.8 0.5 3.8 12.5 5.3 16.8 25.5 
1926 6.4 - 	 3.7 	3.0 0.4 3.5 13.3 6.1 25.3 27.6 
1927 7.8 - 	 5.6 	4.3 0.5 5.6 15.5 7.4 23.4 31.6 
1928 8.0 - 	 5.4 	3.2 0.9 6.5 11.9 6.6 26.3 31.7 
1929 8.2 - 	 5.8 	5.2 1.1 6.2 13.1 8.0 21.5 33.7 
1930 8.6 3.7 	16.7 1.5 6.0 16.5 7.1 21.3 37.7 
1931 6.8 1.1 	7.0 	4.9 1.3 2.7 13.4 6.0 21.4 30.0 
1932 9.6 ,- 	6.7 	6.3 0.9 9.9 16.1 7.1 20.3 34.8 
1933 8.7 - 	 5.2 	2.9 0.8 8.6 16.3 5.2 18.4 36.2 
1934 10.4 - 	 6.3 	4.0 1.3 10.1 17.7 7.2 22.5 42.2 
1935 13.1 2.2 	9.9 	8.4 0.9 13.4 20.4 7.3 29.5 52.2 
1936 14.3 - 	 7.6 	8.7 1.3 14.1 25.2 9.0 28.2 60.1 
1937 16.5 2.2 	6.6 	12.0 1.4 16.4 27.9 11.9 33.3 69.2 
1938 19.9 2.1 	9.3 	8.8 2.6 22.1 28.5 13.4 34.6 82.1 
1939 18.3 - 	 11.6 	8.9 1.6 19.9 24.9 14.0 34.5 75.1 
1940 20.8 - 	 10.7 	11.5 1.9 24.3 28.3 13.4 34.7 84.8 
1941 21.4 1.1 	11.8 	19.0 1.4 25.1 33.2 16.3 39.1 74.5 
1942 26.5 2.1 	11.9 	14.8 2.1 31.0 38.5 23.1 46.6 99.8 
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TABLE 3. - DISSOLUTIONS OF MARIGE CLASSIFIED ACCORDING TO SEX IN CANADA, BY PROVINCES. 1938 - 42. 

TABLEAU 3. - DISSOLUTIONS DE MARIAGE D 'APRES LE SEM, AU CANADA, PAR PROVINCE, 1938 - 42. 

CANADA P.E.I. N.S. N.B. Que. Out. Man. Saak. Alta. B.C. 

To Husbands - 
Aux époux 	1938 812 - 19 15 18 294 82 43 107 234 

1939 720 - 22 21 11 258 68 61 108 171 
1940 872 - 20 20 21 330 85 52 122 222 
1941 921 - 28 53 16 339 79 55 137 214 
1942 1,175 - 33 26 17 433 98 77 177 314 

To gives - 

A,.x êpouaes 	1938 1,414 2 32 24 65 530 123 83 164 391 
1939 1,348 - 42 19 39 489 113 72 184 410 
1940 1,497 - 40 32 41 586 121 73 152 452 
1941 1,540 1 40 34 32 610 163 91 174 395 
1942 1,914 2 37 43 54 752 186 132 198 510 

Thtal - 

1938 2,226 2 51 39 83 824 205 126 271 625 
1939 2,068 - 64 40 50 747 181 133 272 581 
1940 2,369 - 60 52 62 916 206 125 274 674 
1941 2,461 1 68 87 48 949 242 146 311 609 
1942 3,089 2 70 69 71 1,185 284 209 375 1 	824 

TABlE 4. - RATIO OF DISSOUJTIONS OF MARiAGE GRAN1D TO MALES TO EVERY 1.000 GRANTED TO FEMALES 
IN CANADA, BY PROVINCES, 1938 - 42. 

F 
TABlEAU 4. - P)PORTION DE DISSOLUTIONS DE MARIP&E ACCOEDRES AIJX HOMES POUR QiAUE 1.000 ACCORDEES 

AUX FE!.UAES AU CANADA PAR PROVINCE, 1938 - 42. 

Year CANADA P.E.I. NS. N.B. 
Ann4e  

que. Out. Man. Seek. Alta. B.C. 

1938 574 - 594 625 277 555 667 518 652 598 
1939 534 - 524 1,105 282 528 602 847 659 417 
1940 582 - 500 625 512 563 702 712 803 491 
1941 598 - 700 1 9 559 500 556 485 604 787 542 
1942 614 - 892 605 315 576 527 583 894 616 

TABLE 5. - DIVORCED PERSONS IN THE POJLATION OF CANADA, BY PROVINCES AS EURAD 
AT THE CSUSES OF 1921, 1931 AND 1941. 

TABLEAU 5, - DIVORCES AU CANADA, PAR PROVINCE, D'PPRES LES HECENSEMENTS DE 1921, 1931 ET 1941. 

Nuniber of Divorced Persons by Sex Per cent of Population by Sex 
Npmbre de d1'orc5 or sxe Pouj' cent de la no'ilation 	ar sexe 
.(a1ee ?emales Males Peniales Proyincee 
Honinies Feianea Honimes Feimnes 

19211/1  1931 1941 19211  1931 1941 19211/ 1931 1941 19211/  1931 1941 

Prince Edward Island 24 15 22 18 13 19 0.05 0.03 0,04 0.04 0,03 0,04 
Nova Scotia 
New Brunswick 

217 
125 

170 
146 

247 
197 

210 
106 

138 
109 

268 
192 

0.08 
0.06 

0.06 
0.07 

0.08 
0.08 

0.08 
0.06 

0.06 
0.05 

0.10 
0.09 

603 34 500 758 405 646 0.05 0.02 0.03 0.06 0.03 0.04 quebec 	............. 
Ontario 	............. 1,135 1,071 2,291 1,369 1,015 2,865 0.08 0.06 0.12 0.09 0.06 0.15 

246 344 473 260 309 654 0.08 0.09 0.13 0.09 0.09 0.19 
Saskatchewan 337 394 468 233 273 381 0.08 0.08 0.10 0.07 0.06 0.09 

413 621 801 289 393 717 0.13 0.16 0.19 0.1]. 0.12 0.19 

IMnitoba 	........... 

Alberta .............
British Columbia 547 921 1,547 48: 731 1 9 718 0.19 0.24 0.36 0.21 0.24 0.45 

CANADA 	......... 3,647 4,027 6,546 3,726 3,386 7,460 0.08 0.08 0.11 0.09 0.07 0.13 

1/ FIgures Include legal separations. - Lea chlffres conprennent lea sparations légales. 
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TABLE 6. - RENARRIIES OF DIVORCED PERSONS, BY M. IN CANADA, 1926 - 42, 

TABLEAU 6. - REMARLP&ES IES PERSONNES DIVORCEES. PAR SEXE, CANADA. 1926 - 42. 

Year 
	

Females  

Annêe 
484 - 	 512 
586 521 
749 739 
756 703 
759 668 
669 589 
661 579 

1926 	........................... .. 
1927 	........................... .. 

654 606 

1928 	........................... .. 
1929 	........................... .. 

741 660 
814 696 

1930 	........................... ... 

851 '727 

1931 	........................... .. 
1932 	........................... ... 

1934 	........................... ... 
1935 	........................... .. 

895 731 

1933 	........................... ... 

1936 	........................... .. 

887 789 
1939 	....... . .................. 1,039 973 

1937 	........................... .. 
1938 	........................... .. 

1,136 1940 	......................... .. 1,139 
. 

1,213 1941 	........................... 1,269 
1942 	........................... 1 ,414 1,489 

TABLE 7. - RLARRIA)ES OF DIVORCED PERSONS CLASSLF'D ACCORDING TO TRE MARITAL S'1AiIS 
OF BOTh C0NTRACTfl PARTIES 1  IN CANRDA, BY PR)VINCES, 1938 - 42. 

I 	 / 	 I 
L 

Marriages between 
- CANADA P.E.I. N.S. 

Manage entre  
N.B. Qua. Ont. In. Seek. Alta. B.C. 	- 

Bechelora and divorced 
women - Célibataires 
at divorcees 

552 - 22 24 33 31 76 35 115 216 
691 - 26 14 49 64 74 52 136 276 
808 - 41 31 41 18 114 46 176 341 
840 - 53 40 65 20 101 48 145 368 

1942 ........ 1,C8 1 59 26 83 37 127 66 177 482 

1940 ........... 
1941 	........... 

lidowere and divorced 
.. 

woiin -Veifa at divorcees 
113 - 4 11 13 15 13 9 15 33 
132 - 8 6 5 22 13 Ii. 31 36 

1938 	............ 
1.939 	............ 

169 - 8 10 16 13 16 12 29 65 
179 1 9 12 13 20 23 7 24 70 
207 - 11 4 22 26 31 7 32 74 

1938 	............ 

Divorced 	n and epinstera - 

1939 	............ 
1940 	............ 

Divorcée at c6libataire8 

1941 	............ 
1942 	............ 

680 - 33 19 81 75 87 55 109 221 
793 - 41 35 77 97 113 57 143 230 

1938 	............ 

875 2 55 37 78 34 120 75 173 301 
926 2 60 43 69 47 147 70 155 333 

1,045 - 73 44 83 53 142 86 164 400 
Divorced men and widows - 

Divorcée at veuvee 
1938 83 - 9 6 4 4 15 4 13 28 
1939 96 - 8 2 8 8 11 6 23 30 

105 - 2 4 11 4 17 5 14 48 

1939 ......... 

149 - 2 7 8 16 23 7 19 67 

1940 ......... 
1941 ......... 

1940 ......... 
1941 ......... 

145 1 9 8 8 8 15 5 25 66 

1942 ......... 

1942 ......... 
Divorced men and divorced 
women - Divorcée at 
divorcees 

124 1 3 4 1]. 11 18 3 17 56 
150 - 3 3 15 15 15 11 26 62 

1938 ......... 

159 - 5 3 5 10 15 5 22 94 
1939 ......... 
1940 ......... 

194 5 6 16 1.1 21 4 32 99 1941 ......... 
1942 ......... 224 - 12 5 14 9 18 14 32 120 
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TABLE 8. - NUMBER OF MARRLALES AND DISSOLUTIONS OF MARRIAGE IN CANADA AND CERTAIN OTHER COUNTRIES, 1916 - 42. 

TABLEAU 8. - NOMBRE BE MARLAGES ET DISSOIIITIC*S BE MARIAGE AU CANADA E1 DANS CERTA.INS A1JT1S PAYS, 1916 - 42. 

Year 1 
 

' United States England & Wales Australia New Zealand scotland Sweden 
Anne. I  Etats..Unja Angleterre at Auati1e_j Nouveiie_Zéiandaj Ecose. SuM. _______________ pays de Galies  

Number of Marriages 
Nombre de marie2 as 

1916 65,000 (1) 1,075,775 (1) 279,846 40,289 8,213 31,419 35,024 
1917 60,000 (1) 1,144,200 (1) 258,855 33,666 6,417 30,421 35o524 
1918 55,000 (1) 1,000,109 (1) 287,163 33,141 6,227 34,529 38,645 
1919 70,000 (1) 1,150,186 (1) 369,411 40,540 9,519 44,060 40,289 
1920 80,931 1,274,476 (1) 379,962 51,552 12,175 46,754 42,918 
1921 69,732 1,163,863 (1) 320,852 46,869 10,635 39,243 39,550 
1922 64,420 1,134,151 299,524 44,731 9,566 34,375 36,806 
1923 66,463 1,229,784 292,408 44,541 10,070 35,200 37,829 
1924 65,129 1,184,574 296,416 45,869 10,259 32,328 37,385 
1925 64,644 1,188,334 295,689 46,899 10,419 32,456 37,419 
1926 66,658 1,202,574 279,860 47,865 10,680 31,244 38,268 
1927 69,515 1,201,003 308,370 49,033 10,478 32,553 38,999 
1928 74,311 1,182,497 303,228 48,593 10,537 32,948 40,507 
1929 77,288 1,232,559 313,316 47,500 10,967 32,967 41,719 
1930 71,657 1,126,856 315,109 43,255 11,075 33,315 43,858 
1931 66,591 1,060,914 311,847 38,882 9,817 32,652 42,908 
1932 62,531 981,903 307,184 43,634 9,896 33,157 41,673 
1933 63,865 1,098,000 (1) 318,191 46,595 10,510 34,201 43,437 
1934 75,092 1,302,000 (1) 342,307 51,465 11,256 36,934 48,095 
1935 76,893 1,327,000 (1) 349,536 56,826 12,187 37,988 51,306 
1936 80,904 1,369,000 (1) 354,644 58,709 13,808 37,896 53,276 
1937 87,800 1,438,000 (1) 359,160 59,448 14,364 38,334 55,606 
1938 88,438 1,319,000 (1) 361,768 62,411 15,328 38,747 56,725 (2) 
1939 103,658 1,375,000 (1) 439,694 64,249 17,115 46,257 (2) 60,147 (2) 
1940 123,318 1,565,000 (1) 470549 (2) 77,889 17,448 53,597 (2) 
1941 121,842 1,679,000 (1) 387,510 (2) 75,148 13,422 47,717 (2) 
1942 127.372  86,060 13.313  

Number of Dissolutions of Marriage (3) 
Nombre da dissolutions da mariaa (3) 

1916 67 114,000 (1) 990 617 196 267 772 
1917 54 121,564 (1) 703 652 219 297 1,043 
1918 114 116,254 (1) 1,111 681 199 485 1,098 
1919 373 141,527 (1) 1,654 879 336 829 1,204 
1920 466 170,500 (1) 3,090 1,152 469 776 1,325 
1921 558 159,580 (1) 3,522 1,480 511 500 1,444 
1922 543 148,815 2,588 1,326 522 382 1,473 
1923 505 165,096 2,667 1,460 522 363 1,531 
1924 540 170,952 2,286 1,528 526 438 1,634 
1925 550 175,449 2,600 1,844 612 451 1,748 
192k 608 180,853 2,622 1,632 614 425 1,780 
1927 748 192,037 3,190 1,899 540 474 1,973 
1928 790 195,939 4,018 1,829 572 504 2,141 
1929 817 201,468 3,396 2,036 635 519 2,188 
1930 875 191,591 3,563 1,783 620 469 2,218 
1931 700 183,664 3,764 1,938 591 569 2,344 
1932 1,006 160,338 3,894 1,680 612 488 2,384 
1933 930 165,000 (1) 4,042 1,948 648 510 2,558 
1934 1,122 204,000 (1) 4,287 2,282 683 468 2,737 
1935 1,431 218,000 (1) 4,069 2,357 653 498 2,718 
1936 1,570 236,000 (1) 4,05? 2,483 849 642 2,848 
1937 1,832 249,000 (1) 4,886 2,759 917 649 3,128 
1938 2,226 244,000 (1) 6,250 3,074 1,050 788 3,461 (2) 
1939 2,068 251,000 (1) 6,332 3,139 1,032 879 3,541 (2) 
1940 2,369 264,000 (1) 5,887 1,059 740 
1941 2,461 5,462 956 763 
1942 	1 3.089 	1  

(1) Estimated. - Chiffree eatinatife. 
(2) Preliminary figures. - Donndes priiminaires. 
(3) Figures for England and Wales and Sweden include annulments. - Lea cbiffres pour 1'Angleterr., 

1s pays de Galles at is SuMe comprennent lee aflnulations. 
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TABLE 9. - PRCETAGE OF DISSOLUTIONS OF MARRIP&E TO MARRI!&ES IN CANADA AND CERTAIN 0iER C0UNTRIES 1916- 42. 

TABLEAU 9. - POURCENTAGE DE DISSOLUTIONS DE MARIPE EN RAI) DE TOUS LES MARLE8. CANADA ET CERTAINS AUTRES 
PAYS •  1916 - 42. 

Year 

Anne. 	 Etats-Unis 	Angleterre at 	Anatralis 	Nouvell.-Zêlaflde 	Ecoese 	Suds 
CANADA 	United States 	England & Wales 	Australia 	New Zealand 	Scotland 	Sweden 

pays_de_Gallee  
1916 	0.10 	10.60 	0.35 	1.53 	2,41 	0.85 	2.0 
1917 	0.09 	10.62 	0.27 	1.94 	3.41 	0.98 	2.94 
1918 	0.21 	11.62 	0.39 	2.05 	3.20 	1.40 	2.84 
1919 	0.53 	12.30 	0.45 	2.17 	3.53 	1.88 	2.99 
1920 	0.58 	13.38 	0.81 	2.23 	3.85 	1.66 	3.09 
1921 	0.80 	13,71 	1.10 	3.16 	4.80 	1.27 	3.65 
19P2 	0.84 	13.12 	0.86 	2.96 	5.46 	1.11 	4.00 
1923 	0.76 	13.42 	0.91 	3.28 	5.18 	1.03 	4.05 
1924 	0.83 	14.43 	0.77 	3.33 	5.13 	1.35 	4.37 
1925 	0.85 	14.76 	0.88 	3.93 	5.87 	1.39 	4.67 
1926 	0.91 	15.04 	0.94 	3.41 	5.75 	1.35 	4.65 
1927 	1.08 	15.99 	1.03 	3.87 	5.15 	1.46 	5.06 
1928 	1.06 	16.57 	1.33 	3.76 	5.43 	1.53 	5.29 
1929 	1.06 	16.35 	1.08 	4.29 	5.79 	1.57 	5.24 
1930 	1.22 	17.00 	1.13 	4,12 	5.60 	1.4]. 	5.06 
1931 	1.05 	17.31 	1.21 	4.98 	6.02 	1.74 	5.46 
1932 	1.61 	16.33 	1.27 	3.85 	6.18 	1.47 	5.72 
1933 	1.46 	15.03 	1.27 	4.18 	6.17 	1.49 	5.89 
1934 	1.54 	15.67 	1.25 	4.43 	6.07 	1.27 	5.69 
1935 	1.86 	16.43 	1.16 	4.15 	5.36 	1.31 	5.30 
1936 	1.94 	17.24 	1.14 	4.23 	6.15 	1.69 	5.35 
1937 	2.09 	17.32 	1.36 	4.64 	6.38 	1.69 	5.63 
1938 	2.52 	18.50 	1.73 	4.93 	6,85 	2.03 	6.10 
1939 	2.00 	18.25 	1.44 	4.89 	6.03 	1.90 	5.89 
1940 	1.92 	16.87 	1.25 	 6.07 	1.38 
1941 	2.02 	 1.41 	 7.18 	1.60 
1942 	2.43      

TABLE 10. - DISSOLUTION OF MARRIAGE RATES PER 100,000 POPULATION IN CANADA AND CERTAIN CYI'HER COUNTRIES. 
1916 - 42. 

TABLEAU 10. - TAIJX DE DISSOIIJTI ON DE MARIAGE PAR 100 000 DE POHJLATIC • CANADA, ET CERTAINS AZJTRES PAYS. 
1916 - 42. 

Year 	 United States 	England & Wales 	Australia 	New Zealand 	Scotland 	Sweden 
- 	CANADA  

AnnCs 	 Etats-Unis 	Aug1ete're at 	Australie 	Nouvelle-Zélande 	Ecosee 	SuIde 
pays de Gallee 

1916 	0.8 	111.8 	 2.9 	 12.5 	 18.0 	5.6 	13.5 
1917 	0.7 	117.7 	 2.1 	 13.1 	 19.9 	 6.2 	18.0 
1918 	1.4 	112.6 	 3.3 	 13.4 	 18,0 	10.1 	18.9 
1919 	4.5 	135.4 	 4.7 	 16.6 	 29.4 	17.2 	20.7 
1920 	5.5 	160.1 	 8.3 	 21.3 	39.3 	16.0 	22.6 
1921 	6.4 	147,0 	 9.3 	 26.9 	 41.8 	10.2 	24.4 
1922 	6.1 	135.2 	 6.8 	 23.5 	 41.7 	 7.8 	24.7 
1923 	5.6 	147.5 	 6.9 	 25.4 	 41.0 	 7.4 	25.5 
1924 	5.9 	149,8 	 5.9 	 26.0 	 40.6 	 9.0 	27.1 
1925 	5.9 	151.5 	 6.7 	 30.7 	 46.1 	 9.3 	28,9 
1926 	6.4 	154,0 	 6.7 	 26.6 	 45.4 	8,7 	29,4 
1927 	7.8 	161.3 	 8.1 	 30.4 	39.3 	 9.8 	32.4 
1928 	8.0 	162,6 	 10.2 	 28.8 	 41.2 	10.4 	35.1 
1929 	8.2 	165.4 	 8.6 	 31.6 	 45.2 	10.7 	35.8 
1930 	8.6 	155.7 	 9.0 	 27.4 	43.6 	 9,7 	36.2 
1931 	6.8 	148.1 	 9.4 	 29.6 	 41.0 	11.7 	38.1 
1932 	9.6 	128.4 	 9.7 	 25.4 	 42.1 	10.0 	38,6 
1933 	8.7 	131.4 	 10.0 	 29.3 	 44.3 	10.4 	41.3 
1934 	10.4 	161,4 	 10.6 	 34.0 	 46.4 	 9.5 	44.0 
1935 	13.1 	171.3 	 10,0 	 34.9 	 44.1 	10.1 	43.5 
1936 	14.3 	184.3 	 9.9 	 36.5 	56.9 	12.9 	45.5 
1937 	16.5 	193.3 	 11.9 	 40.2 	 60.9 	13.0 	49.8 
1938 	19.9 	187.9 	 15.2 	 44.4 	 69.1 	15.8 	55.0 (1) 
1939 	18.3 	191.8 	 15.3 	 44.9 	 67.0 	17.5 	56,0(1) 
194020.8 	200.5 	 14.2 	 68.5 	14.8 
1941 	21.4 	 13.2 	 62.1 	15.2 
1942 	26.5  

(1) Preliminary figures. - ChiffDes prelininaires. 
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