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Preface 

Since the last Report on the Demographic Situation in Canada, a year of 
minimal change has reinforced the previously observed trends in the evolution 
of the population. The well-being of the nation has affirmed itself by an 
increase in the population. A rise in fertility and immigration has allowed it 
to attain almost the strongest rate of population growth in the industrialized 
world. The two westernmost provinces continue to display the greatest 
dynamism, and Quebec has unquestionably halted its fertility decline. 

Always a series of question marks, the issue of immigration is the object 
of continual scrutiny. However, little is understood about this subject in the 
world context in which the economic and social fortunes of Canada play out 
their part. This report describes it concisely. 

Ivan P. Fellegi 
Chief Statistician of Canada 
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Highlights 

The total increase in the Canadian population in 1989 (14 per 1,000) 
is, second to Australia, the largest of all industrialized countries, mainly 
because of a jump in immigration. However, the growth is not evenly 
distributed; for instance, it reaches 21 per 1,000 in Alberta and 28 per 1,000 
in British Columbia. For a third consecutive year, Saskatchewan's popula-
tion decreased. 

xxx 

The fertility rate in Canada is higher than in the EEC as a whole and only 
in Great Britain and France is the rate slightly higher. 

xxx 

Fertility for Canada as a whole is rising slowly but surely because of an 
increase in first order births. In Quebec, the role of second order births is 
undeniable. 

xxx 

Financial incentives may have contributed to the rise in the fertility rate in 
Quebec, although analysis of demographic statistics does not prove conclusive. 

xxx 

Between the cohort born at the beginning of the century and the one born 
during the 1950s, the childbearing period for women shortened substantially 
notwithstanding the number of children born. 

xxx 

Nuptiality tends to increase in Canada, and the rise is attributable to single 
people and less so to the divorced population. 

xxx 

People still marry much more in Canada than a quick interpretation of the 
statistics would tend to suggest. 

xxx 

Because of an increase in the average age at death, the proportion of married 
elderly men rises and that of widowed elderly men decreases. The probability 
of remarrying stays high for divorced men until they reach age 70. 



Common law unions among elderly people exist because an increasing 
number of them enter this life cycle with such a status. 

xxx 

Contrarily to the analysis of the preceding years, the divorce rate increased 
in 1989. This increase could however be accidental. 

xxx 

After three years of data collection, statistics show that AIDS deaths are 
attributed almost exclusively to males (94%) and that the illness progresses 
slowly among young people. 

xxx 

Often forgotten, temporary immigrants represent 150,000 people - a part 
of Canada's population which is in constant renewal and tends to increase. 

xxx 

After those difficult mid-decade years, the two most western provinces were 
once again in 1990 the only provinces where internal migration showed a surplus 
as in the beginning of the 1980s. 

xxx 

No Canadian area attracts more new Canadians - wherever they come 
from in the world, and despite their choice of residence on arrival - than 
Ontario. 



Part I 





DEMOGRAPHIC ACCOUNTS 

The population count from the June 4, 1991 Census of Canada was not 
yet available at the time this report went to print. The Statistic Canada estimates 
relating to population growth presented herein were derived from 1986 Census, 
vital statistics (births and deaths) and immigration statistics. According to 
estimates based on these sources, the population on January 1, 1991 was 
26, 832,700 persons. 

This figure probably slightly underestimates the actual number, but 
nonetheless suggests total growth in the order of 380,400 persons during 1990. 
Though this represents the greatest numerical increase since 1960, the 1990 
growth rate is lower than its 1960 equivalent (1.4% versus 1.9% owing to the 
larger current population). Nevertheless, the 1990 growth rate is the highest 
since 1975, and can be attributed to a steady climb in natural increase, and 
to a net migration of 174,600 which is probably the highest for the last 30 years. 

The high level of natural increase stems from an expected increase in births 
for the second consecutive year. The preliminary figure of 399,300 births shown 
in the table is likely low; the final figure for births is expected to reach 404,000. 
Though less spectacular than the 4.2% increase between 1988 and 1989, a 3% 
increase in 1989-1990 would nonetheless be remarkable. 

This increase is due mainly to Quebec and Ontario, and to a lesser degree, 
British Columbia. The other provinces contributed very little with some births, 
and even registering fewer births than in the previous year (Newfoundland, 
Alberta, Saskatchewan). Since it is not expected that the number of deaths 
will differ significantly from the preliminary figures, natural increase should 
be in the order of 210,000 persons. 

The contribution of net migration to this growth was significant, and is 
attributable not only to a sustained increase in entries from the low levels of 
1985, but also to an estimated low level of emigration. 

Financial Incentives and Fertility 

As birth numbers continued their ascent in 1991 in Ontario and Quebec, 
and while the latter has had a pronatalist policy for the last few years while 
the former never has, this revives the issue of how financial incentives affect 
birth rates. Whether money has been a factor in the rising Quebec birth rate 
is all but impossible to clearly demonstrate by the figures. No one could ascer-
tain whether fertility would have kept falling or would have climbed as it did, 
without these financial measures. Le Bureau de la statistique du Quebec (BSQ) 
observed that the rise in fertility coincided with the announcement of the fiscal 
measures, which would mean that the revival of fertility started prior to the 
government's intervention. 
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The family parity progression ratio is a measure used to compare the fer-
tility of two birth cohorts or two marriage cohorts. When used in a cross-
sectional manner, the interpretation of the measure is difficult. The parity pro-
gression ratios are calculated by relating the number of births of order "n + 1" 
to the number of births of order "n" (see Table 2). The A 1  probability then 
represents the ratio of the second-order total fertility rate (TFR2) to the first-
order total fertility rate (TRF1). The first-order total fertility rate is interpreted 
as being the proportion of women who gave birth to one child, while A l  pro-
bability indicates the proportion of women who have borne a second child 
among women who had already given birth to one. The A2 probability is the 
proportion of women who gave birth to 3 children among those who had 2, etc. 

In a situation where the A l  probability is declining while the first-order rate 
remains constant, the interpretation is that the tendency to bear a second child 
is decreasing (or is being postponed). If A l  drops while the second-order rate 
rises, it means that the tendency to bear a first child is rising faster than that 
to bear a second. If A l  drops while the first and second order rates both are 
climbing, it means that the propensity to give birth to a second child is 
increasing, but at a slower pace than that to give birth to a first. It is what 
is happening in Quebec (see the "Fertility" chapter). 

In Quebec, Al  subsided from 1987 to 1988, while TFR1 rose. The tendency 
to bear a second child in 1988 would have equalled that of 1987 if the TFR2 
had been 0.5451 instead of 0.5211. In addition, TFR1 rose and A l  declined 
between 1988 to 1989. To maintain A l  at the 1988 level, a TFR2 of 0.5616 
instead of 0.5461, would have been required in 1989. 

In terms of third births, to maintain A2 at its 1987 level, the 1988 TFR3 
would have needed to be 0.1870, but it only reached 0.1715. In contrast, the 
1989 A2 returned to its 1987 level since TFR3 reached 0.1963. To maintain 
A2 at its 1988 level, the TFR3 needed to be only 0.1796. 

The fact remains that these values are those of a hypothetical cohort. It 
can be argued that a first child must have been borne before the possibility 
of bearing a second and a third may arise. But the financial incentive should 
have convinced enough one-child families to have a second, and two-child 
families to have a third, to the extent that the trend would have been noticeable 
in the parity progression ratios. Yet there is no such evidence. This may be 
due to the fact that the methods and indices used were not refined enough 
to detect the phenomenon. 

By the same reasoning, the Ontario data give a picture which differs from 
Quebec in terms of relationship between first-order and second-order births. By 
applying the year "x" progression ratio to year "x + 1" first-order fertility rate, it 
is possible to calculate the expected second-order rate. Such calculations show 
that to maintain A 1  from 1982 to 1987, second orders rates could have been 
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successively lower. In other words, the propensity to give birth to a second child 
rose from one year to the next (comparing figures in brackets with TFR figures in 
Table 2). This phenomenon vanished in 1988 and 1989, when first-order births 
rose steeply. 

Ontario did not use financial incentives to achieve a higher second-order 
fertility rate. 

The Year 1990 in the Provinces 

Though the 1990 figures are provisional, a number of observations will not 
likely be challenged by the final results. The figures that follow give an over-
view of the dynamics in different parts of the country. 

In 1990, the growth in three provinces was either almost non-existent 
(Newfoundland and Prince Edward Island) or negative (Saskatchewan). In 
the latter, the loss of 5,000 persons was the outcome of the last of three conse-
cutive decreases. Since January 1, 1988, Saskatchewan's deficit has reached 
almost 18,000 persons. This decrease is due to strongly negative net migration, 
in the order of 44,000 persons, during the past three years. In light of this, 
the level of one million inhabitants reached in 1985 is probably in danger 
(see Table 3 and Appendix Table Al). 

On the other hand, the year 1990 once again recorded high population growth 
in Canada's two westernmost provinces. Indeed, with a rate of 1.7%, Ontario 
contributed only modestly to the average national growth of 1.4%. In spite 
of a positive net migration still growing for the fifth consecutive year, compared 
to 1989, Quebec's growth rate for 1990 increased, standing at 1.1%, and yet 
it had only a small part in the overall growth. In contrast, Alberta and especially 
British Columbia confirmed their growth leadership with rates of 2.1% and 
2.8%, respectively. In 1989, Alberta had a rate of 1.3% to British Columbia's 
2.2%; definitely, their role in national population growth continues to expand. 
In British Columbia, migration far outpaces natural increase, whereas in Alberta, 
net migration, which was negative from 1983 to 1987, is now positive and has 
progressed rapidly during the past three years. "Go west young man?" 

Canada's Demographic Position in the Industrialized World 

Like other industrialized countries, Canada invests energy in maintaining 
population equilibrium and in promoting its citizens' well-being. It is illumi-
nating to look at how successful we are in this field by comparing some basic 
indicators with those of other countries. 

In spite of the difficulties in interpreting a synthetic measure, the Total Fertility 
Rate and its critical mark of 2.1 children per woman appears as the most appro-
priate tool to roughly evaluate fertility in a country, and to make basic com-
parisons between countries. 
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Table 3. Rates 1  and Summary Demographic Indicators, Canada, 
Provinces and Territories, 1984-1989 

Year 
New- 

foundland 

Prince 
Edward 
Island 

Nova 
Scotia 

New 
Brunswick 

Quebec Ontario 

Birth Rate 1984 15.0 15.6 14.3 14.6 13.5 14.7 
(per 1,000) 1985 14.9 15.9 14.3 14.3 13.3 14.7 

1986 14.3 15.2 14.2 13.8 12.9 14.7 
1987 13.7 15.4 13.8 13.5 12.7 14.5 
1988 13.2 15.4 13.8 13.5 13.0 14.6 
1989 13.6 14.9 14.1 13.4 13.8 15.1 

Total Fertility Rate 1984 - 1.9 1.6 1.7 1.5 1.7 
(number of children 1985 - 1.9 1.6 1.6 1.5 1.7 
per woman 1986 - 1.9 1.6 1.6 1.4 1.7 
aged 15-44) 1987 - 1.9 1.6 1.6 1.4 1.7 

1988 - 1.9 1.6 1.6 1.5 1.7 
1989 - 1.8 1.7 1.6 1.6 1.8 

Total First Marriage 1984 M 607.4 805.4 656.8 659.3 494.7 700.3 
Rate 1  (per 1,000) F 657.1 783.6 677.3 673.4 520.6 709.8 
(Men aged 17-49, 1985 M 554.6 722.5 651.0 658.7 487.8 695.0 
Women aged 15-49) F 532.1 731.2 661.9 668.9 515.4 708.0 

1986 M 614.9 739.8 630.3 638.3 461.9 681.4 
F 600.1 764.6 649.9 653.2 460.4 698.0 

1987 M 622.7 691.4 651.1 631.8 449.2 688.0 
F 596.1 700.8 672.4 646.1 456.7 717.9 

1988 M 657.1 741.4 670.7 687.3 459.7 704.6 
F 634.2 747.0 710.3 710.8 487.7 761.2 

1989 M 689.4 795.4 673.5 678.0 460.6 727.1 
F 678.0 796.3 707.1 704.6 479.3 769.9 

Rate of Natural 1984 8.8 6.8 6.3 7.2 6.7 7.5 
Increase (per 1,000) 1985 8.7 7.1 5.9 6.9 6.2 7.3 

1986 8.0 6.4 5.9 6.1 5.8 7.3 
1987 7.3 6.6 5.7 5.9 5.5 7.2 
1988 6.9 7.0 5.5 5.7 5.9 7.2 
1989 7.0 6.2 5.6 5.9 6.6 7.8 

Total Growth Rate 1984 -1.4 9.6 8.0 5.2 3.4 12.3 
(per 1,000) 1985 -4.2 4.8 3.8 1.4 3.9 11.5 

1986 -2.1 2.4 4.7 0.4 6.2 14.2 
1987 -0.2 10.3 4.0 3.2 7.7 18.5 
1988 3.3 10.9 6.6 4.1 8.0 16.4 
1989 3.4 10.9 6.6 4.1 8.0 16.4 

Net Migration Rate 1984 -10.2 2.8 1.7 -2.0 -3.3 4.8 
(per 1,000)2  1985 -12.9 -2.3 -2.1 -5.5 -2.3 4.2 

1986 -10.1 -4.0 -1.2 -5.7 0.4 6.9 
1987 -7.5 3.7 -1.7 -2.7 2.2 11.3 
1988 -3.6 3.9 1.1 -1.6 2.1 9.2 
1989 -3.6 4.7 1.0 -1.8 1.4 8.6 

See notes at the end of this table. 



Table 3. Rates1  and Summary Demographic Indicators, Canada, 
Provinces and Territories, 1984-1989 - Continued 

Year 
Mani- 
toba 

Saskat- 
chewan 

Alberta  
British 

Columbia 
Yukon 

Northwest  
Territories 

Canada 

Birth Rate 1984 15.8 18.0 18.9 15.4 22.5 28.8 15.1 
(per 1,000) 1985 16.1 18.0 18.7 15.0 19.8 27.7 14.9 

1986 15.9 17.3 18.4 14.5 20.5 28.9 14.7 
1987 15.7 16.8 17.7 14.3 19.5 29.3 14.4 
1988 15.7 16.5 17.6 14.4 20.6 29.8 14.5 
1989 16.0 16.6 17.8 14.3 18.7 27.9 14.9 

Total Fertility Rate 1984 1.9 2.1 1.9 1.8 2.2 3.0 1.7 
(number of children 1985 1.9 2.1 1.9 1.7 1.9 2.8 1.7 
per woman 1986 1.9 2.1 1.9 1.7 2.0 3.0 1.7 
aged 15-44) 1987 1.9 2.0 1.9 1.7 2.0 3.1 1.7 

1988 1.9 2.1 1.9 1.8 2.2 3.1 1.7 
1989 2.0 2.1 2.0 1.8 2.0 2.9 1.8 

Total First Marriage 1984 M 715.5 656.4 609.6 667.3 674.8 409.9 626.3 
Ratel (per 1,000) F 723.4 671.7 663.5 695.0 658.5 468.0 647.7 
(Men aged 17-49, 1985 M 689.7 634.3 605.3 638.0 588.3 347.5 615.4 
Women aged 15-49) F 700.9 658.8 656.4 665.2 588.3 394.5 638.1 

1986 M 661.7 621.2 604.2 635.7 525.4 384.5 608.1 
F 686.7 653.7 642.8 669.8 603.9 423.6 619.9 

1987 M 659.1 624.1 603.1 662.2 492.6 342.6 605.7 
F 686.3 657.1 640.4 692.0 513.2 376.6 629.1 

1988 M 655.4 631.5 640.5 704.9 573.7 349.2 626.9 
F 699.6 676.5 695.8 756.3 695.5 343.4 657.1 

1989 M 657.3 652.8 672.9 712.3 534.6 348.5 641.9 
F 697.0 694.9 701.8 747.8 598.7 360.7 675.0 

Rate of Natural 1984 8.0 10.3 13.4 8.2 17.9 24.2 8.1 
Increase (per 1,000) 1985 7.9 10.1 13.1 7.6 14.6 23.8 7.7 

1986 7.6 9.4 12.8 7.2 15.7 24.4 7.5 
1987 7.7 9.1 12.1 6.9 15.3 25.7 7.2 
1988 7.3 8.6 11.9 6.9 16.2 27.0 7.2 
1989 7.8 8.7 12.3 6.9 15.7 24.8 7.7 

Total Growth Rate 1984 9.2 10.2 0.5 10.3 21.8 30.1 7.8 
(per 1,000) 1985 7.0 3.8 8.5 7.1 4.3 15.6 7.3 

1986 6.2 2.7 4.8 8.8 29.8 -9.6 8.7 
1987 6.0 1.4 2.7 17.3 20.7 3.9 11.5 
1988 2.4 -6.1 13.0 21.8 28.3 11.6 12.1 
1989 2.4 -6.1 13.1 21.8 29.5 12.2 12.1 

Net Migration Rate 1984 1.2 -0.1 -12.9 2.1 3.9 5.9 -0.3 
(per 1,000)2  1985 -0.9 -6.3 -4.6 -0.5 -10.3 -8.2 -0.4 

1986 -1.4 -6.7 -8.0 1.6 14.1 -34.0 1.2 
1987 -1.7 -9.1 -12.1 10.4 5.4 -21.8 4.3 
1988 -4.9 -8.6 -11.9 14.9 12.1 -15.4 4.9 
1989 -5.4 -8.7 0.8 14.9 -15.7 -12.6 4.4 

See notes at the end of this table. 
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Table 3. Rates1  and Summary Demographic Indicators, Canada, 
Provinces and Territories, 1984-1989 - Continued 

Year 
New- 

foundland 

Prince 
Edward 
Island 

Nova 
Scotia 

New 
Brunswick 

Quebec Ontario 

Population Aged 65+ 1984 8.3 12.5 11.4 10.6 9.5 10.4 
as a Percentage of 1985 8.6 12.6 11.7 10.9 9.7 10.7 
the Total Population 1986 8.8 12.7 11.9 11.1 10.0 10.9 
on June 1 1987 (PD) 9.0 12.7 12.1 11.4 10.2 11.1 

1988 (PD) 9.2 12.8 12.2 11.6 10.5 11.3 
1989 (PD) 9.3 12.7 12.3 11.7 10.7 11.5 
1990 (PR) 9.4 12.8 12.4 11.9 10.9 11.6 

Life Expectancy Rate 1981 M 72.0 72.8 71.0 71.1 71.1 72.3 
at Birth F 78.7 80.5 78.4 79.2 78.7 79.0 

1988 M 73.1 73.1 72.5 73.0 72.3 73.7 
F 79.3 80.9 79.6 80.2 79.8 80.0 

1989 M (P) 73.3 72.9 72.6 73.3 72.7 74.0 
F (P) 79.4 81.1 79.7 80.3 80.3 80.2 

Infant Mortality Rate 1984 9.2 8.2 7.8 7.8 7.3 7.6 
(per 1,000) 1985 10.8 4.0 7.9 9.6 7.2 7.3 

1986 8.0 6.7 8.4 8.3 7.1 7.2 
1987 7.6 6.6 7.4 7.0 7.1 6.6 
1988 9.3 9.1 6.5 7.2 6.5 6.6 
1989 8.2 6.2 5.8 7.1 6.8 6.8 

Rate of Pregnancies 1984 2.7 0.4 8.2 1.6 5.9 13.1 
Terminated 1985 2.9 0.4 8.0 1.8 6.9 12.5 
(per 1,000 women 1986 2.5 0.4 8.0 2.0 7.5 12.1 
15-44 years of age) 1987 3.3 1.2 8.0 2.1 7.3 12.4 

1988 3.2 2.3 8.0 2.7 5.5 12.6 
1989 3.2 0.3 9.3 2.9 5.2 13.6 

Total Divorce Rate 1984 - - 

(per 10,000 marriages) 1985 - - 
1986 - - - 
1987 - - - 
1988 - - - - 
1989 - - - - - 

See notes at end of this table. 
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Table 3. Rates' and Summary Demographic Indicators, Canada, 
Provinces and Territories, 1984-1989 - Concluded 

Year 
Mani- 
toba 

Saskat- 
chewan 

Alberta 
British 

Columbia 
Yukon 

Northwest 
Territories 

Canada 

Population Aged 65 + 1984 12.2 12.4 7.6 11.4 3.5 2.8 10.2 
as a Percentage of 1985 12.4 12.5 7.9 11.7 3.4 2.7 10.4 
the Total Population 1986 12.5 12.7 8.1 12.1 3.8 2.9 10.6 
on June 1 1987 (PD) 12.7 12.9 8.4 12.5 3.7 2.9 10.9 

1988 (PD) 12.9 13.1 8.6 12.7 3.6 2.9 11.1 
1989 (PD) 13.1 13.4 8.8 12.9 3.8 2.8 11.3 
1990 (PR) 13.3 13.7 8.9 13.0 3.8 2.9 11.5 

Life Expectancy Rate 1981 M 72.2 72.4 72.0 72.6 - - 71.9 
at Birth F 78.8 79.6 79.1 79.6 - - 79.0 

1988 M 73.4 74.2 73.9 74.0 - - 73.3 
F 80.2 81.0 80.3 80.5 - - 80.0 

1989 M (P) 73.6 74.3 74.3 74.4 - - 73.6 
F (P) 80.5 81.3 80.7 80.8 - - 80.3 

Infant Mortality Rate 1984 8.6 9.4 9.6 8.6 13.5 17.3 8.1 
(per 1,000) 1985 9.9 11.0 8.0 8.1 10.8 16.7 8.0 

1986 9.2 9.0 9.0 8.5 24.8 18.6 7.9 
1987 8.4 9.1 7.5 8.6 10.5 12.5 7.3 
1988 7.8 8.4 8.3 8.4 5.8 10.3 7.2 
1989 6.6 8.0 7.5 8.2 4.2 16.2 7.1 

Rate of Pregnancies 1984 9.1 5.4 11.2 16.7 14.7 18.4 10.2 
Terminated 1985 9.2 5.1 11.0 16.4 14.8 19.7 10.2 
(per 1,000 women 1986 10.2 4.6 10.5 16.5 18.9 19.2 10.2 
15-44 years of age) 1987 10.5 5.4 9.2 16.5 21.3 18.7 10.2 

1988 11.2 5.7 10.4 15.4 16.9 21.1 9.9 
1989 10.9 6.0 10.8 15.4 19.3 19.2 10.3 

Total Divorce Rate 1984 - - - - - - 3,306 
(per 10,000 marriages) 1985 - - - - - 3,121 

1986 - - - - - 3,799 
1987 - - - - - 4,314 
1988 - - - - - - 3,748 
1989 - - - - - - 3,982 

Rates are calculated for the calendar year. 
2  Due to the use of different calculation methods and data, the results for 1986 and onward are not entirely 

comparable to the results of previous years. 

For 1981 to 1987, see 1988 Report. 
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Firstly, Tables 4 to 6 show that fertility in the industrialized world is below 
the replacement level except for Ireland, where the index is declining and 
approaching replacement level. At present, in Europe the countries with the 
lowest rates are the mediterranean peninsula (Italy, 1.31; Spain, 1.36; Portugal, 
1.43). These southern areas had maintained high fertility while Northern European 
countries (Sweden, Germany, for example) were reaching the low levels at which 
the mediterranean countries stand today. 

Among countries or regions, Canada's index of 1.76 is above the EEC as 
a whole (1.55), where only Great Britain and France reach a higher level (1.8). 
It also surpasses Japan (1.66) but is below the United States and Australia (1.8). 

As Canada's population is young, its death rate is low, and the natural growth 
of its population is the highest in the industrialized world (8 per 1,000). While 
only marginally higher than that of the United States and Australia, its nat-
ural growth is four times that of the EEC as a whole. 

Canada's total growth, in which international migration played a major role, 
reached 14 per thousand in 1989. Only Australia's total growth surpassed it, 
and then only slightly. There, growth by migration is greater than natural growth, 
as is the case in all countries of the EEC (see Table 6). 

In ranking infant mortality in the world, Canada remains just behind Sweden, 
as The World Health Organization has questioned the validity of the Japanese 
rates (4.4) which, if unchallenged, would place them second. Canada is slightly 
ahead of the EEC as a whole, and significantly ahead of the United States 
and Australia. 

Canada's expectation of life at birth is consistent with other demographic 
indicators. Only in Sweden and Japan would the male life expectancy be higher. 
No EEC country has a higher figure, and the United States is slightly lower. 
The same is true of female life expectancy, with the exception of France where 
it is slightly higher. 

NUPTIALITY 

The number of marriages in 1989 rose by 2,912 from 1988, representing 
a minimal increase of 1.6%. This year again 79% of this increase was due 
to marriages between singles (2,301). In contrast, the proportion of all mar-
riages accounted for by remarriages, declined slightly. The majority of persons 
who remarry at present do so subsequent to the break-up of a previous mar-
riage by divorce. It is notable that the number of marriages in which neither 
spouse was marrying for the first time increased steadily since 1969 when the 
divorce law was amended. This proportion however, for a third year in a row, 
stands at 14% with a slight tendency to decline. Curiously, among remarriages 
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the proportion of unions in which both spouses were remarrying was stable. 
Since 1969, this proportion climbed only from 39% to 44%. This slight increase 
is explained by the number of divorced persons into the marriage market. It 
remains that, for reasons related to age and/or experience, an important share 
of divorced persons married each other. 

Once again the total national first marriage rate is still increasing, but the 
rise is much less significant than the one observed between 1987 and 1988. 
On the other hand, this growth among women resulted from increases in five 
provinces only, while other provinces had a slight decrease. As usual, the 
province of Quebec had Canada's lowest index; and it has remained stable 
compared to last year. 

Table 8. Total First Marriage Rate (number per 1,000), Canada, 
Provinces and Territories, 1987-1989 

Province 
1987 1988 1989 

Males' Females2  Males' Females 2  Males' Females2  

Newfoundland 623 596 657 634 689 678 
Prince Edward Island 691 701 741 747 795 796 
Nova Scotia 651 672 671 710 674 707 
New Brunswick 632 646 687 711 678 705 
Quebec 449 457 460 488 461 479 
Ontario 688 718 705 761 727 770 
Manitoba 659 686 655 700 657 697 
Saskatchewan 624 657 632 677 653 695 
Alberta 603 640 640 696 673 702 
British Columbia 662 692 705 756 712 748 
Yukon 493 513 574 695 535 599 
Northwest Territories 343 377 349 343 349 361 

Canada 606 629 627 657 642 675 

Canada without Quebec 661 689 685 713 704 741 

I  Aged 17-49. 
2  Aged 15-49. 
Source: Canadian Centre for Health Information, Marriages, annual. 

Measurement of Nuptiality 

For several years, this report has brought changes in the timing of first mar-
riage to the attention of our readers. Using marriage frequencies, it showed 
that nuptiality was dropping consistently among younger age groups, while 
rising among older groups. This differentiation continues today, and is most 
likely due to the increasing popularity of common-law unions among younger 
groups. Thus in 1989, first marriage rates still declined among men below age 
25, but increased for every other age. The same is true for women, with a 
two-year time lag (see Table A2 and A3 in the appendix). 



- 20 - 

Figure 1 

Age-specific First Marriage Rates for Recent Cohorts, Canada 
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Source: Statistics Canada, unpublished data. 

Figures 1 and 2 clearly show that from one cohort to the next, marriage 
rates among younger age groups are decreasing, while among groups in their 
late 20s and 30s rates are increasing. The mode has progressively shifted to 
the right (became older). Starting with the 1965 cohort, however, the curve 
corresponding to this group intersects with that of the previous cohort before 
the mode of the latter. This means that once again the marriage schedule is 
undergoing a change. 

The 1990 Report pointed out that the total first marriage rate warranted 
cautious interpretation, but did not explain the distinction between these 
cumulated first marriage frequencies for a given year, and cumulated mar-
riages from the nuptiality table for singles for that same year. In 1985, the 
cumulated first marriage frequency for males (total first marriage rate) was 
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Figure 2 

Age-specific First Marriage Rates for Recent Cohorts, Canada 

Source: Statistics Canada, unpublished data. 

615, while the cumulated first marriages from the table for the same year was 
840. A forthcoming publication in the Current Demographic Analysis Series' 
will provide an explanation for the difference between the two measures, and 
will present the pros and cons of each at length. It is, however, useful to sum-
marize the highlights here. 

In establishing a table of first marriages, the denominator of the rate 
calculated for each age is composed of the number of singles of a certain age 
at mid-year; in other words, the population exposed to the risk of first mar-
riage. The rate measures the propensity to marry among singles at that age. 
Also assuming that the propensity at various ages remains unchanged, the 

See J. Dumas and Y. Perron, Marital Life in Canada, Ottawa: Statistics Canada. Forthcoming. 
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cumulated marriages derived from these rates up to age "x" among the popula-
tion represented in the table, gives a measure for that year, of the level of 
nuptiality, assuming hypothesis of the fictitious cohort. 

On the other hand, when calculating the first marriage frequency at a cer-
tain age, the total mid-year population of that age constituted the denominator. 
This population therefore, contains both candidates and non-candidates for 
marriage. Thus, the calculation is affected by the proportion of candidates 
for marriage among the population, and does not measure only marriage pro-
pensity among singles of that age. Specifically because of the way they are 
calculated, marriage frequencies at a certain age are affected by marriage rates 
from previous years. If nuptiality was high among younger age groups during 
previous years, the proportion of potential candidates for marriage in that 
cohort would be low. Thus, even if these candidates had a strong propensity 
for marriage, the index would remain low because non-candidates constitute 
a large segment of the population at that age. Consequently, the cumulated 
marriage frequencies are also low. For this reason, when a period of early 
marriage is followed by one of late marriage, the cumulated marriage fre-
quencies for a given year underestimate the nuptiality of the affected cohorts. 
Indeed, at younger ages, in spite of the high proportion marriageable, very 
few choose to marry because marriage is postponed, while among older age 
groups, the low proportion marriageable accounts for the low results observed. 
As a consequence, the cumulated marriage frequencies are exaggeratedly low. 

This situation currently prevails in Canada, as it has for many years. The 
total first marriage rate fell to very low levels, which in turn greatly exaggerated 
the fall of interest in marriage. The fact that interest in marriage has declined, 
however cannot be denied, and is shown in the nuptiality tables. 

The Conjugal Life of Seniors 

Ever since seniors began to represent an important segment of the popula-
tion of western countries, they have become closely monitored with respect 
to their health and their income, as well as their physical and psychological 
well-being. Demographers consider they can contribute to the measurement 
of certain phenomena in relation to the elderly, in this case, marital behaviour. 
During recent decades, the life cycle has been altered significantly by the combined 
effects of lower fertility, higher life expectancy and new models of conjugal 
life. There may, therefore, be some concern about the impact such changes 
may have had on the conjugal status of persons older than 65, an age which, 
at the end of the twentieth century still represents an open door to a new life 
segment. Celine Fortier 2  has analyzed the evolution of certain attributes of 
the composition by age and marital status of Canada's elderly population. 

2  C. Fortier is an Analyst at the Demography Division. 
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Proportions According to Different Statuses 

In a complete population, it must be remembered that the sum of all marital 
statuses always equals 100%. Secondly, the relative distribution depends on 
changes in these statuses, and such changes occur, due to inextricably inter-
related reasons. In the case of the elderly population, the effects of a few dominant 
factors are easily detectable, since the number of potential factors is smaller. 
Thus, for example, it can be implied that more changes are attributable to 
the death of a spouse than to divorce. On the other hand, the observed statuses 
may have resulted from previous events, sometimes having their origin far 
back in time, but nevertheless having been maintained through time. When, 
for example, certain cohorts have produced only small numbers of marriages 
before age 50, there is a strong probability that the number of singles within 
those cohorts has remained high. One must, however, remain cautious in drawing 
conclusions from these observations. This does not preclude, however, cer-
tain observations from being made, especially those which support conclu-
sions from previous research. 

While the proportion of married men in a population is always higher than 
that of women, among seniors this proportion has increased rapidly, whereas 
that of widowers has declined. Although not the sole reason, this is in great 
part due to declining mortality among both men and women. 

Figures 3A, 3B and 3C illustrate the proportions of persons over 65 years 
of age, according to marital status, since 1921. 

The receding proportion of male and female singles over age 65 since 1941 
is due to the fact that elderly populations are increasingly composed of suc-
cessive cohorts which have been more and more interested in marriage. Another 
point to mention is the decline in excess mortality among singles, although 
this has yet to be proven. 

For both sexes an increase in the proportion of divorced persons is hardly 
surprising since some, although in various proportions, do not remarry 
(Figure 3D). 

The proportion of widows, which always exceeds that of married women 
in spite of lower mortality, indicates over time that both sexes have benefitted 
from this decrease. However, the fact that the proportion of widows remains 
constant while that of widowers drops indicates that women have benefitted 
more than men from the decline in mortality. 

With respect to widowhood, Figure 4 highlights two points: 

1) The proportion of widowers increases with age because mortality rises with 
age; the proportion of widowers among the male population aged 60 to 
64 is lower than that among those 85 to 89 years of age. 
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Figure 3 

Percent Distribution of the Population Aged 65 and Over, 
by Marital Status and Sex, 1921 to 1986 

A Single 
	

B Married 

Source: Canadian Census, 1921 to 1986. 
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Figure 4 

Percentage of Males Aged 60 and Over by Age Group and 
Marital Status, Census Years, 1956-1986 

Age 90 and Over 
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2) More significantly, in all age groups, the proportion of widowers declines 
from one year to the next. This fact is due to the widening gap in death 
rates between men and women. Age for age, as female mortality becomes 
progressively lower, the proportion of couples increases and that of widowers 
declines. 

The effects of changes in mortality are also visible in Figures 5A and 5B. 

For both men and women, there is a certain age when the proportions of 
married and widowed persons are equal. The shape of the curve representing 
the proportions of the two complementary statuses for each age is very dif-
ferent for each sex, however. Between age 60 and 70, the decline in the pro-
portion of married men is relatively slow, but then drops exponentially. In 
contrast, the curve representing the proportions of married women for each 
age remains linear from age 60. Two consequences should be noted: 

1) For women, parity between the proportions widowed and married occurs 
around age 75, while this does not occur until age 90 for men. 

2) Due to declining mortality, parity is occurring at increasingly older ages 
over time for both sexes, as shown by the changing position of the intersection 
between 1971 and 1986. 

Marriage After Age 60 

The number of divorces, marriages and common-law unions have changed 
so drastically during the past years that many interpreted this as a radical transfor-
mation in marital customs. Some, even anticipated the appearance of very 
different conjugal behaviours among aged people. If this were to be the case, 
then analysis should reveal signs of such a transformation, since these changes 
in pattern started occurring several years ago. 

The best tools to analyze this phenomenon are parameters of the nuptiality and 
divorce tables, calculated at fixed intervals of years. Before embarking upon 
such an analysis it is useful to evaluate the importance of marriages after age 60. 

The Proportion of Marriages After Age 60 

While this proportion has been slightly higher for men than for women, 
it has nonetheless remained very low over the past 50 years. Figure 6 shows 
that it has remained almost constant for men, and has increased almost imper-
ceptibly for women. 

Of this small portion, the contribution of first marriages has remained con-
stant and negligible; the remarriage of widows and widowers is by far the most 
important factor. In 1940, marriages of widows accounted for 72% of some 
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Figure 5A 

Distribution by Age and Marital Status of People Aged 60 
and More, Census Year 1986 
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Figure 6 

Ratio of Marriages at Age 60 and Over to All Marriages, Canada, 
1940-1988 
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680 marriages among women, and in 1989, for 71% of about 3,180 such mar-
riages. Where these two situations differ is in the proportion of remarriages 
attributable to divorced women. Non-existent in 1940, such marriages now 
account for 20% of marriages among women aged over 60. The figures for 
men over age 60 are as follows: 

- out of 1,496 marriages in 1940, 73% were among widowers and 26% were 
among singles; 

- there were 5,662 marriages in 1989, of which 54% were among widowers 
and 32% were among the divorced. 

The increase in divorces has affected the conjugal life of seniors in two ways. 
Firstly, as a consequence: some now enter the senior citizens category as divorced 
persons. Secondly, in a direct manner, some elderly couples break up. 

One can conclude that the formation of legal couples over 50 years has not 
changed much, considering the population growth, and it is still very low. Given 
the increase in divorce, however, unions now involve a high proportion of 
divorced persons and men are more numerous than women. 

Another perspective can be adopted by evaluating the proportion in a given 
year, among all marriages of a specific marital status, accounted for by those 
over age 60. Figure 7 shows again the role of declining mortality. Indeed, while 
in 1940, marriages of widows over 60 years of age accounted for 15% of all 
widow marriages, today these marriages represent 37 to 40% of the whole. 
For men, the increase is almost as spectacular, having evolved from 24% to 
54%. The decline in mortality has produced older widows and widowers. 
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Flyire 

Ratio of Remarriages of Widowers and Widows Aged 60 Years 
and Over to the Remarriages of Widowers and Widows, Canada, 
1940-1988 

Source: Vital Statistics, annual, 1940-1988 

Differential mortality explains the observed difference in number between widows 
and widowers with regard to levels of remarriage, as well as the slightly faster 
growth in the proportion of marriages involving widows. 

While this is true for legal marriages, what about common-law unions? Figures 
8A and 8B suggest easy commentary. First, while common-law unions exist 
among persons over age 60, they are infrequent and involve a greater propor-
tion of men than women. Second, the older the age group, the smaller the 
proportion. This is mainly because persons in older cohorts tended to reject 
this type of union when they were younger, and had little inclination to adopt 
it later in life. For both men and women, however, there was an increase in 
proportion for all ages between 1981 and 1986. This demonstrates that at least 
some men and women aged 65 and over chose this type of union once they 
had become senior citizens. 

Marriage Probability 

Of all parameters of the table, marriage probability is likely the most telling. 
The nuptiality tables from which these probabilities are derived are ideally 
constructed using non-renewable events (first marriages, second-order mar-
riages, third-order marriages) as the numerator, and the population exposed 
to the risk of the considered event (singles for first marriages, first widowhood 
for second-order marriages of widowers, etc.) as the denominator. Such a rich 
source of information is not available. However, since only a few people marry 
more than twice, it can be assumed with minimal impact that all remarriages 
are second marriages involving either widowed or divorced persons. 
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Figure 8A 

Ratio of People Aged 60 and Over Living in Common Law Unions, 
by Age, Canada, 1981 and 1986 
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Nuptiality tables have been established using rates converted into probabilities, 
the result of which is shown in Table 9. It is important to note that the sole 
risk in these probabilities is marriage, to the exclusion of death and migra-
tion. In addition, these tables are constructed using small numbers, for one 
calendar year only. Consequently, even though they have been calculated with 
care, the resulting probabilities must be read as orders of magnitude, rather 
than as precise measures. 

Between 60 and 69 Years of Age 

The probability of marriage among singles in this ten-year age interval is 
low (in the order of 5% for men, and less than 3% for women) and has remained 
unchanged over time. 
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Table 9. Probability of Marriage of People Aged 60 and Over, by Age Group, 
Sex and Marital Status, Canada (per 1,000) 

1976 1981 1986 1989 

Single Males 
60-69 55 47 50 49 
70-79 26 17 21 22 

Widowed Males 
60-69 366 322 280 288 
70-79 177 159 137 140 

Divorced Males 
60-69 457 337 293 287 
70-79 264 149 149 148 

Single Females 
60-69 32 25 20 21 
70-79 7 5 7 7 

Widowed Females 
60-69 74 62 48 55 
70-79 24 20 18 19 

Divorced Females 
60-69 168 125 99 81 
70-79 59 44 49 34 

Remarriage among widowers is much more likely. The probability was in 
the order of 37% in 1976, and though it has declined, it was still at 29% in 
1989. In contrast, widows are less likely to remarry, with the 7% probability 
observed in 1976 falling to only 5% in 1989. 

Divorced men have the highest probability of remarriage, but even here, 
the likelihood has declined from 46% in 1976 to only 29% nowadays. Among 
women, the divorced are the most susceptible to remarriage, although less so 
than men. Like men, the probability of remarriage has also declined for women, 
having gone from 17% to 8% between 1976 and 1989. 

That the female probability of remarriage remains consistently lower is due 
to the conditions of the marriage market, where women are in much greater 
number than men. As a result some have no other choice than to stay unmarried. 

Marriage probabilities among older groups in their seventies are less 
differentiated owing to their very low levels. They do, however, have the same 
characteristics as those among younger seniors, and they also have declined 
over time. 
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Conclusion 

An important element from this analysis on the state of conjugal life among 
Canada's elderly is the fundamental role that mortality decline has played in 
the changes that have been observed. In particular, this decline has increased 
the proportion of aged married men and reduced the proportion of widowers. 
It has deferred widowhood to later and later ages, and has produced a notable 
gap between men and women. Very few singles marry at such advanced ages, 
there being so few remaining, but the remarriage probabilities for widowed 
persons, and most particularly for divorced persons, remain strong at least 
until age 70. Common-law unions exist among senior citizens not only as a 
continuation of a life segment that today's seniors started before entering this 
age category, but also because some initiate such unions after entering their 
senior years. 

DIVORCE 

In 1989, the total divorce rate (as the sum of divorce rates by duration of 
marriage) was 3,982 per 10,000 marriages. This was higher than what some 
indications had led us to expect. After the inflated values in 1986 and 1987 
owing to the passage of the new Divorce Act, 1988 was marked by a declining 
index. This one-year drop led observers to conclude that values would revert 
to those observed in 1982, 1984 and 1985, which were declining at that time. 
It is difficult to find intrinsic reasons to explain the increase, since rates in 
1989, for all durations, were higher than those of the previous year. It may 
have been the speeding-up of procedures attendant upon the new act. Or the 
fact that the inclination to seek divorce now arises sooner as a consequence 
of the relative ease with which a divorce is now granted. Formerly exceptional, 
divorce is now commonplace. This phenomenon is not without precedent. After 
the Soviet revolution, divorce procedures became so simple that it basically 
came down to informing the authorities that a break-up had occurred. As a 
result, indices jumped to very high levels for the time, and the state quickly 
limited the liberties in this area, fearing an adverse effect on fertility. 

It should be remembered that the 1988 Act differed significantly from the 
1968 Act in that the former only required proof of separation for one year 
prior to deliverance of the decree, as opposed to the previous requirement of 
3 years (or 5 years) prior to filing the request for divorce. If these are not suf-
ficient reasons for the observed increase in divorce, then it must be attributed 
to the unpredictable functioning of the court system. 

A closer look at the rates according to duration of marriage reveals a peak 
at duration 3, while in previous years, the peak was at duration 5. These increas-
ingly early divorces likely result, in part, from the sharp increase in common-
law unions as a prelude to marriage during the past years. 
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Generally, because of the phased liberalisation of divorce, its measurement 
has become somewhat less relevant. Measuring the divorce rate according to 
duration of marriage implies the tacit hypothesis that divorce results from the 
couple becoming so worn down that the arduous and costly procedure of divorce, 
becomes no longer an obstacle. The fact that divorce becomes easy to obtain, 
to an extent is linked to the weakening of the marriage itself and its measure-
ment becomes somewhat less salient to society from a demographic point of view. 

On the other hand, the 1989 divorce rate may have been overestimated, con-
sidering that the number of immigrants had increased noticeably over the previous 
few years. Indeed, in a previous report 3 , it was shown that the divorce rate 
among persons who were married in Canada was notably lower than that calculated 
without excluding persons who were not married here. It is now not possible 
to make this exclusion in the data, and therefore the divorce rate is affected 
to some degree by immigration. This becomes all the more salient when we 
consider the fact that the increase in divorce between 1988 and 1989 was mainly 
observed in Ontario, the province that directly and indirectly receives the largest 
number of international immigrants. Between marital durations 2 and 8, no 
less than 40% of Canadian divorces were granted in Ontario. Although the 
specific effect cannot be ascertained from the available data, these relation-
ships reinforce the idea that immigration has an impact on the divorce rate 
in Canada (see Table 11). 

Figure 9 summarizes the history of divorce among relatively recent mar-
riage cohorts. There is a clear overall impression that the phenomenon has 
intensified, since the curves representing recent cohorts do not intersect those 
of older cohorts. The 1978-1979 cohort took only 10 years to produce the number 
of divorces that the 1968-1969 cohort produced after 15 years. On the other 
hand, for a specific cumulated divorce frequency (2,000, for example), the 
fact that the gap between curves of cohorts is diminishing indicates that the 
final intensity of divorce from older to more recent cohorts would have increased 
at a slower rate than the cross-sectional indices would lead us to believe. 

FERTILITY 

Analyzing fertility over the past years shows that the reproductive behaviours 
in Canada are quite similar to those of European countries (see Table 4), which 
seemingly have reached the end of their demographic transition earlier than 
has North America. For several years now, the fertility indices of those coun-
tries have been hovering around a level slightly lower than what is needed for 
cohort replacement according to the assumption used to calculate the index. 
The same is true for Canada. From 1981 to 1987, the index, rounded to the 

3  See Statistics Canada, Report on the Demographic Situation in Canada, 1988, catalogue 91-209, 
Ottawa, p.45. 
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Figure 10 

Total Fertility Rates by Rank, Canada, Provinces and Territories, 
1981-1989 
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Figure 10 

Total Fertility Rates by Rank, Canada, Provinces and Territories, 
1981-1989 - Concluded 
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first decimal, remained constant (meaning that, variations in the second and 
third decimals were irrelevant in terms of signalling changes in fertility). Since 
then, it has been different. Evidently, the 1989 index marked a change. At 
1.76, one can only wonder what is happening in Canadian society. A detailed 
examination of fertility by province provides a quick answer. With the excep-
tion of Prince Edward Island, indices for 1989 had increased over those of 
1988 in all provinces. Moreover, with the minimal exceptions of Saskatchewan 
and Newfoundland, these indices were higher than those of 1987. The total 
increase, of course, is not spectacular (4%). One province, however, is an excep-
tion: in Quebec, fertility rose in two years from 1.42 to 1.60, a rise of 12.1 %. 
As the province with the second highest increase was Alberta (6%), fertility 
in Quebec clearly seems to be on the rise. 

An examination of order-specific fertility rates show that, for all provinces, 
first-order fertility has risen the most: around 9% for all provinces, with the 
exception of Quebec's 18% increase. Fertility at higher orders has changed 
only minimally: 1.2% for order 2, 2% for order 3, and a slight decrease for 
orders 4 and beyond. Quebec is again a notable exception, with increases of 
9.3% for order 2, and 9.4% for order 3. 

Examination of order-specific and age-specific fertility shows that in Quebec, 
changes in order 2 fertility in the 30 to 34 age group have likely had the greatest 
impact on births. This rate went from 25.82 to 30.02 per 1,000 - an increase 
of 16.3% among a substantial group of women. The 25 to 29 age group also 
made a strong contribution, with an increase of 19% for order 1. In brief, 
fertility among relatively older women has increased the most. 

Even though first order fertility in Quebec is now generally comparable to 
that in the other provinces, fertility for higher ranks and particularly that of 
order 3 and beyond, is still rather low. 

Table 12. Total Fertility Rate, Canada and Provinces, 1987-1989 

Province 1987 1988 1989 1987-89 

Newfoundland 1.5680 1.5062 1.5650 -0.2 
Prince Edward Island 1.8626 1.8748 1.8291 -1.8 
Nova Scotia 1.5915 1.6077 1.65% 4.3 
New Brunswick 1.5608 1.5784 1.6034 2.7 
Quebec 1.4235 1.4830 1.5958 12.1 
Ontario 1.6839 1.7016 1.7757 5.5 
Manitoba 1.8769 1.8909 1.9498 3.9 
Saskatchewan 2.0383 2.0291 2.0719 1.6 
Alberta 1.8808 1.9191 1.9932 6.0 
British Columbia 1.7140 1.7571 1.7769 3.7 
Yukon 2.0050 2.1619 1.9803 -1.2 
Northwest Territories 3.0498 3.1628 2.9853 - 2.1 
Canada 1.6571 1.6878 1.7606 6.2 

Source: Statistics Canada, Health Reports, Births, Catalogue 82-003s14 annual and calculations 
made at the Demography Division. 



- 41 - 

How to Read the Future 

Considering indices from recent years, a rise in fertility no longer can be 
discounted. But one cannot go so far as to conclude that a strong revival in 
fertility is beginning in Canada. The index for Canada excluding Quebec has 
reached 1.82 with an increase of 5% in 2 years. That of Quebec is 1.60, after 
an increase of 12% over these same two years. 

Table 13. Change in Percent Distribution of Fertility by Parity, 
Canadian Provincesl, 1987-1989 

1 2 3 4+ Total 

Newfoundland 3.0 1.3 -3.4 -18.3 -0.2 
Prince Edward Island 8.6 4.1 21.0 2.1 -1.8 
Nova Scotia 12.4 -0.1 -1.3 -6.0 4.3 
New Brunswick 8.0 -1.8 4.4 -16.3 2.7 
Quebec 17.6 9.3 9.4 -10.5 12.1 
Ontario 9.4 2.1 3.9 0.9 5.5 
Manitoba 10.1 -1.8 1.7 2.3 3.9 
Saskatchewan 6.4 0.1 3.1 - 9.5 1.6 
Alberta 7.6 6.2 4.6 0.6 6 
British Columbia 9.1 0.6 -2.2 -1.0 3.7 

1  The small number of births in the Yukon and Northwest Territories precludes calculation. 

Increases in first-order births account for almost the entire increase in Canada, 
while for Quebec, the contribution from order 2 is undeniable. Though Quebec's 
second-order rate may catch up with that of Canada, it will probably not go 
much beyond. Very preliminary estimates from Le Bureau de la statistique 
du Quebec (BSQ) indicate that the total rate in Quebec may reach 1.65 for 
1990, due to important rate increases for orders 1 and 2 and an almost negligible 
contribution from order 3. In 1991, if Canada's index were to continue to 
grow by 4.5% over two years, and Quebec's were to attain 1.70, the index 
for the whole country could reach 1.85 births per woman. 

Because of the relatively important place occupied by first-order fertility 
among older women, the average age at first birth is currently high. It is highest 
in Ontario, at 26.13 years in 1989, while it is lowest in Saskatchewan, at 24.28 
years. For Canada as a whole, the age increase for all orders is clearly shown 
in Table 15. But the reader should not be mislead; the age gap between orders 
as presented does not measure intervals between consecutive births in a parti-
cular family, since the index is calculated cross-sectionally involving different 
women for different parities. 

Birth Intervals and the Duration of the Childbearing Period 

Vital statistics does not record the time elapsed since any previous birth. 
Therefore the average pace of successive births cannot be established statistically 
for a woman of a specific cohort. 
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Owing to this lack of comprehensive population-based data, one must rely 
on results from retrospective surveys. Two such enquiries were conducted by 
Statistics Canada during recent years and provide certain information: The 
Family History Survey conducted in 1984, and the 1990 General Social Survey 
(GSS). Unfortunately, only a small sample was used in conducting these surveys. 
Consequently, the indices derived from their data are less accurate than those 
which could be established with complete data. 

The validity of figures from the survey can be established by comparing 
the lifetime fertility obtained from the survey data with that calculated using 
data from vital statistics. It should be noted that at no time do the results from 
these two sources contradict each other, and that it is logical that lifetime fer-
tility obtained from vital statistics is higher than that from the survey since 
survey data relies on the recollection of events, and in some cases distant events, 
and on the credibility of respondents (see Table 16). 

The 1990 GSS allows distribution of the sample by cohorts or groups of 
cohorts, as well as by completed lifetime fertility. 

The number of possible comparisons is limited. Since comparison should 
be made only between comparable things, it is advisable to look only at cohorts 
whose fertility is presumed to be basically complete. Though older cohorts 
cause no problem, the youngest group of cohorts which can be included for 
comparison is the 1950-1954 group that is, women who were from 35 to 39 
years of age at the time of the survey. 

With regards to the evolution of completed fertility, analysis confirms what 
is already well-known: the disappearance of high-order births; the predomi-
nance of order 2 births; and, the reappearance of childlessness 4  after it had 
diminished for a few generations. Among the 1950-1954 cohort, 22.5% of women 
were childless, and this number would not likely decline by much, since among 
the previous cohort (1945-1949), which contained women from 40 to 44 years 
of age at the time of the survey, 20.5% were childless - a much higher pro-
portion than for the previous cohort. 

The Childbearing Period 

Here again, the GSS only confirms a positive relationship between average age 
at first birth and the size of lifetime fertility. This is only logical, considering that 
to produce a large number of offspring, one must start early, and stop late, in life. 

Certain figures seem to indicate that the average elapsed time of family for-
mation has tended to diminish. At identical levels of lifetime fertility, the interval 
between births has shrunk within younger cohorts, at least up to four-child 

4  At the beginning of this century, childlessness among women in their reproductive ages was 
frequent. But fertility per se was high because of the high fertility of fecund women. 
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Table 15. Average Age of Mother at Birth by Parity, 1987 and 1989 1  

Province 
Parity 

1 2 3 4 

1987 

Newfoundland 23.97 26.99 29.39 31.22 
Prince Edward Island 24.28 27.23 29.41 31.62 
Nova Scotia 24.77 27.65 29.45 31.25 
New Brunswick 24.77 27.40 29.35 31.28 
Quebec 25.67 28.07 29.80 31.34 
Ontario 25.88 28.50 30.27 31.48 
Manitoba 24.90 27.36 28.85 29.74 
Saskatchewan 24.01 26.35 28.27 29.46 
Alberta 24.95 27.38 28.91 30.16 
British Columbia 25.85 28.14 29.66 30.91 
Yukon 24.81 27.63 28.98 30.02 
Northwest Territories 22.22 24.88 26.56 27.74 

Canada 25.47 27.97 29.64 30.87 

1989 

Newfoundland 24.31 27.25 29.32 30.76 
Prince Edward Island 24.91 27.76 29.40 30.56 
Nova Scotia 24.91 27.70 29.81 31.66 
New Brunswick 24.46 27.20 29.25 30.94 
Quebec 25.86 28.29 30.01 31.50 
Ontario 26.13 28.71 30.55 31.82 
Manitoba 24.94 27.59 29.03 29.87 
Saskatchewan 24.28 26.69 28.30 29.37 
Alberta 25.19 27.68 29.26 30.21 
British Columbia 25.98 28.42 29.87 31.17 
Yukon 25.40 27.48 29.67 29.42 
Northwest Territories 22.96 24.84 26.42 28.24 

Canada 25.69 28.20 29.88 31.05 

I  Calculations based on fertility rates. 
Source: G.S.S., 1990. Calculations done at the Demography Division, Statistics Canada. 

families. The interval between first and last child in a two-child family from 
the 1915-1925 cohort was 4.4 years, while that for 1950-1955 cohort was around 
3.5 years. The interval between first and last child in three-child families was 
8.1 years for the cohort born at the beginning of the century, but it would 
appear to be only 6.9 years for the 1950-1954 cohort. There is also a difference 
between first and last child in the case of four-child families: 11 years at the 
beginning of the period, and 8.4 years for more recent cohorts. 



Y. 

0. 

0 

rn 

O 

L. 

a 

Jo 
O 

E 

O 

04 
Ct. 

10 

O 
2 

46 

N
um

be
r  

o
f
 C

hi
ld

re
n  

pe
r  

W
om

an
  

t 

; 
CA 

— 	.-; 
N 
e.i 

ri; 
esi 

el 
M 

g 
re; 

71; 
en 

a 
N 

V
ita

l  
St

at
is

tic
s  

goo 

— 

e:_n.  

N 
VI  

N 

* 

N 
,-.:: 

en 

er:-., 	n  
en 	en 

a  
N 

A 4.9  
,5  F 

0 	•-, ..... 
ILI 

Net 
k 

eel 
f.7%.: 

en 
,{2: 

0 
,ge; 

 

N 

00 

0 

00 

en 
0..-0: 

.. 
70; 

2 cl 

,.._ 
 

Z -a 

N P., vi 4 
Nu-  

3 
en 

A 
en 

A' 
en sO 

a.  
V' 

Pe
r c

en
ta

ge
  o

f W
om

e n
  b

y  
N

um
be

r  
o

f C
hi

ld
re

n  
E

ve
r  

B
or

n  

+ 
IN. 

I I 1 en 
ee; 

en 
0:1 

•-, 
•-; 

•-• 
04 

•er 
a..-, 

VD 
I ■0 

46 
4 
N 

e~ 
N 

m 
4 

vi 
4 

' 
mi 

..1 
,r: 

tet m N 
•• 	•-• 

ko 
4 

m 
•46 

•el• 
a .... 

en 
vi 

•-• 
a: 

•-■ 
r-: 

vt 
4 
4 

■0 
en 

4 
0 .-. 

en 
•-■ ..", 

SO 
4-; ..., 

•-• 
e-: .-. 

0 
4 .-. 

1: 
.-. ..... 

en 
%0 
SO 
— 

a 
oe; — 

ao 
g 

N 
4 N 

ese 
x ese  i 

en 

•-• 
 

VD 

•-, 

Os 
4 
•-, 

N 
••••• 
CS 
et. 

0 
O■ 
en 

•-• 
ri 
en 

N 
CA 
e4 

••••■ 
06 
.... 

•et 
C; 
N  

en 
• 4 
N 

0 
.4 
es1 

.-. 
O 
en 

SO 
el 

-. 
N 

.en 
•-■ 

e■ 
K 

N 
c; .-, 

00 
oi 

00 
eV 

0 
•e.1 
esi ey 

41 
8 

N 
%c; 
... 

0 
,-.; 
.., 

In 
•-• 
.-. 

0 
(4 
.-. 

N 
4 
.-. 

CX 
NC; 
.... 

..eA• 

. 
6 

v•N 
ON 

itrts 

0.  
.i.,  
V 
Os 

3 

4 
Os 

74  6 a  

ON 
..; 	4.; 

 en 	en 	N 
Os 	Os 	Os 

N 

 

Os 

O. 
.... 
Os 
, . b. 

;F:g 



- 47 - 

For Quebec, Madeleine Rochon 5  has provided statistics which show the same 
trend towards an abbreviation of women's reproductive period, which she 
attributes to effective birth control. According to the 1984 Canada Fertility 
Survey, couples which include one sterilized partner accounted for 3% of couples 
in which the woman was childless, 28% where the woman had one child, 52% 
where the woman had two children, and 74% involving three children. 

A longer interval between the next-to-last and the last child is also evidenced 
in comparison to intervals between previous children. Finally, excluding age at 
marriage and children born out of wedlock, the figures suggest that maternal age 
at the birth of the last child is decreasing, irrespective of completed family size. 

Table 17. Age of Mother at Last Birth 

Cohort 
Children Ever Born 

1 2 3 4 5 6 

1915-1925 

1945-1955 

29.2 

27.8 

31.6 

28.5 

33.9 

29.6 

36.0 

30.9 

38.2 

31.8 1  

40.0 

35.3 

Only for the 1950-55 cohort. 
Source: Statistics Canada; General Social Survey 1990. 

MORTALITY 

For 1989, the life table established by using the estimated 1989 population 
as the denominator, and the average number of deaths in 1988 and 1989 6  as 
the numerator, gives a life expectancy of 73.63 years for males and 80.36 years 
for females in Canada. These figures are probably slightly optimistic, since 
the 1988 life expectancy calculated in the same manner had to be revised downward. 
Indeed the three-year average 1988 table using the deaths of 1989, gives a slightly 
lower life expectancy than that provided by the provisional table - 73.32 for 
males and 80.03 for females, instead of 73.44 and 80.22. Last year's indica-
tion of a slower rate of progression in life expectancy is not challenged by 
the current data. 

The expectation of life at birth for women is identical in Quebec and Ontario, 
but for men, there is a 1.37 year difference in favour of Ontario. One of the 
most obvious observations is the higher life expectancy, particularly for men, 
west of Quebec. 

5  See M. Rochon, "Termes et questions demographiques, un nouveau regard". Paper presented 
at the ACFAS symposium held in Quebec City on May 15 and 16, 1990. 
6  In fact, this average is arrived at using deaths in 1988 and twice the deaths in 1989. 
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Table 18. Estimated Life Expectancy at Birth, Canada and Provinces, 
1989 (in Years) 

Provinces Males Females 

Newfoundland 73.28 79.38 
Prince Edward Island 72.87 81.09 
Nova Scotia 72.63 79.74 
New Brunswick 73.33 80.31 
Quebec 72.65 80.27 
Ontario 74.02 80.23 
Manitoba 73.55 80.51 
Saskatchewan 74.32 81.31 
Alberta 74.26 80.73 
British Columbia 74.43 80.84 

Canada 73.63 80.36 

Source: Calculations made at the Demography Division. 

Confirmation of the slowdown in progress in life expectancy can be found 
in analyzing the mortality rates for the principal cause of death - diseases of 
the circulatory system. From Table 19, it is evident that mortality from these 
causes fell from 438 deaths per 100,000 population in 1969, to 340 in 1981. 
From 1981 to 1987, the drop was less precipitous, and from 1987 on, there 
has been no change whatsoever in the rate. The history of the battle against 
mortality has always been punctuated by periods of stagnation interspersed 
within periods of tremendous change. 

The same observation can be made for deaths from motor vehicle accidents. 
Rates from this cause dropped significantly throughout the 1970s, but have 
been stable since 1981 at 23 per 100,000 among males, and 9 per 100,000 for 
females. 

AIDS 

The number of deaths attributable to AIDS continues to climb. In total, H.I.V. 
claimed 525 victims in 1987, 661 in 1988, and 851 in 1989. This represents an 
increase of 25% from 1987 to 1988, and of 29% from 1988 to 1989. But in 
the evolution of a disease as complex as AIDS, a three-year data series has little 
information to offer. It can be noted, however, that AIDS victims are almost 
exclusively male (94% in 1989), and that the increase in female deaths slowed 
between 1988 and 1989, with the percentage increase in deaths dropping from 
27% to 15% between 1987 and 1988. In addition it can be determined that 
mortality among the young has not increased since 1987, and that the concen-
tration of deaths in the 30 to 44 age group among males (61% in 1989) con-
tinues. In terms of geographical distribution of AIDS, it is not possible to 
be anything but circumspect. Ninety percent of AIDS deaths occur in the provinces 
of Ontario, Quebec and British Columbia. Thus, one could assume that it is 
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Table 19. Mortality Rates from Diseases of the Circulatory System by Sex, 
Canada 1969-19891  

Year 
Diseases of the 

Circulatory 
System2  

Ischemic 
Heart 

Diseases3  

Cerebro- 	. 
vascular 
Diseases4  

Males 

1969 438.47 299.14 74.41 
1970 431.50 297.73 73.57 
1971 423.36 289.09 72.45 
1972 425.73 289.79 73.58 
1973 419.72 284.53 71.00 
1974 420.32 285.07 70.39 
1975 404.52 274.18 67.49 
1976 400.27 271.66 64.17 
1977 398.39 266.14 61.21 
1978 374.85 253.05 58.69 
1979 362.97 237.96 56.50 
1980 354.56 232.80 53.49 
1981 340.03 224.87 51.36 
1982 333.28 218.93 48.09 
1983 320.20 209.96 45.33 
1984 306.12 200.68 43.98 
1985 298.76 195.73 41.77 
1986 291.37 188.44 40.45 
1987 277.52 179.75 39.79 
1988 269.73 189.09 38.09 
1989 269.73 189.09 38.09 

Females 

1969 363.54 204.35 90.58 
1970 351.71 200.24 87.32 
1971 342.54 192.24 86.41 
1972 341.65 191.55 86.31 
1973 335.05 190.07 81.73 
1974 332.95 190.05 81.81 
1975 318.28 178.17 79.46 
1976 309.05 174.28 74.45 
1977 298.59 169.11 69.92 
1978 289.00 164.90 66.12 
1979 278.88 151.93 64.85 
1980 277.09 150.92 61.87 
1981 263.16 143.52 59.65 
1982 259.87 141.57 57.13 
1983 247.29 133.93 54.02 
1984 239.43 131.70 50.98 
1985 233.61 125.74 49.98 
1986 230.55 124.51 49.67 
1987 218.95 118.21 46.46 
1988 213.21 114.43 46.70 
1989 213.21 114.43 46.70 

1  Rate per 100,000, standardized on the structure of the 1976 Canadian population. 
2  Causes 390-459, 9th Revision of the ICD. 
3  Causes 410-414, 9th Revision of the ICD. 
4  Causes 430-438, 9th Revision of the ICD. 
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Toronto, Montreal and Vancouver that carry the weight of this provincial con- 
centration, and that AIDS is a big city disease. But since these cities contain 
the largest proportion of the population, it is also true that they contain the 
treatment centres to which AIDS sufferers gravitate. 

Table 21. Deaths from Human Immunodeficiency Virus (H.I.V.) (Causes 042-044) 
by Broad Age Group and Sex, Canada, 1987-1989 

Year Sex 
Age Groups 

Total 
0-14 15-29 30-44 45-59 60+ 

1987 Male 1 85 293 87 22 488 
Female 5 7 12 8 5 37 

1988 Male 2 96 361 126 29 614 
Female 3 10 28 7 9 47 

1989 Male 3 124 485 164 21 797 
Female 2 10 20 10 12 54 

Source: Statistics Canada, unpublished information available from the Canadian Centre for Health 
Information. 

INTERNATIONAL MIGRATION 

Provisional figures for 1990 report 212,166 landed immigrants, a figure that 
is within 3,000 of the number estimated in the 1990 report. Compared to 192,000 
landed immigrants in 1989, this figure represents a substantial rise of 20,165, or 
10.5%. It was thought that this increase was due to a high level of arrivals from 
Eastern Europe following the opening of borders resulting from political change. 
But this does not appear to be so, since arrivals from Romania and the USSR 
increased only minimally. This may be due to inevitable delays in processing cases. 

In terms of overall immigration, the part played by Europe continues to 
be stable (23.6%) in 1990. Even though Poland remains the European country 
providing the greatest number of immigrants (16,446) the total number for 
1990 is only marginally higher than that of 1989. Far behind, the United Kingdom 
is in second position, with 6,701. On the other hand, Portugal and the Azores 
together made a greater contribution (7,639 persons). Asia's contribution continues 
to rise, and is expected to grow to 53.2% in 1990, from 49.6% in 1989. It 
is, however, important to make a distinction with regard to nomenclature, 
at least for that part of Western Asia commonly referred to as the Middle 
East. This distinction has been systematically made by international organizations 
who study migration. In 1990, Western Asian' countries, including Israel, 
contributed 22,692 persons. Southern, Eastern and South Western Asia contributed 
90,162 immigrants, or 42.5% of all landed immigrants. 

7  Included in Western Asian countries are: Lebanon, Syria, Iran, Iraq, Jordan, Kuwait, Saudi 
Arabia, Bahrain, Qatar, both Yemens, United Arab Emirates and Israel. 
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Immigration from the Middle East thus represented 10.7% of all arrivals 
in 1990. Of those 22,700 persons, more than half (12,900) were Lebanese, two-
thirds of which settled in Quebec (8,363) probably because they are Francophones. 

Among Asian countries who contributed an increasing proportion of 
immigrants, the Philippines should be noted. In 1974, arrivals from the Philippines 
totalled 9,900 persons out of a total of 218,500 immigrants. In 1990, however, 
following a new surge that started in 1985, their number reached 12,500. Two 
other Asian countries, (the most populous on earth), also stand out for contri-
buting a higher number of immigrants: India, with 12,500, and China, with 
14,000. The record, however, Ls still held by the Territory of Hong Kong, with 
22,800 arrivals. This massive outflow is fuelled by the impending restitution 
of this former British colony to mainland China. Africa's contribution remains 
weak, with 6.5% of the total. This percentage falls to 5.3%, or only 11,191 
persons, when Egyptians are excluded. The latter are in fact part of the Middle 
East, even though they belong geographically to the African continent. 

Destinations of Immigrants 

Economic conditions seem to affect the destination choice of international 
immigrants to a smaller degree than that of internal migrants. Several factors 
may explain this phenomenon. Provinces that already have important 
immigrant minorities are favoured because, for a significant portion of interna-
tional immigration, the status of landed immigrant is granted under the family 
reunification provision. On the other hand, independent immigrants are less 
knowledgeable about the short-term fluctuation of the employment market. 
Consequently though Ontario did not have the economic growth in 1990 that 
it has had regularly in recent years, 53% of immigrants chose it as their destina-
tion. This proportion was slightly smaller than in 1989 (55%). Quebec attracted 
only a slightly larger proportion of immigrants than in the previous year (18.9% 
versus 18%), and this increment is probably due to the large number of arrivals 
from Lebanon (see above). 

British Columbia remained stable at 13.4%. The general picture is prac-
tically unchanged compared to last year, and together, Quebec, Ontario, 
Alberta and British Columbia attracted slightly more than 94% of immigrants 
(see Table 24). But while Ontario attracted 53% of all immigrants, it received 
63.5% of all Europeans. Quebec, on the other hand, was the destination of 
only 13.9% of this group. Of the African immigrants, 49% went to Ontario 
and 34% to Quebec. Of those from Asia (excluding the portion from the 
Middle East), 47,216 persons, or 51.7%, went to Ontario, while 10.8%, mainly 
Vietnamese, went to Quebec. Of Asians 21.3% headed to British Columbia. 
Haitian immigrants from the Caribbean (2,053 out of 2,365) seem interested 
only in Quebec because of the language, and in Ontario when they come from 
Jamaica and from Trinidad and Tobago (86%). Few South Americans go to 
Quebec (20%), but 68% go to Ontario. 
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Table 23. Countries From Which Over 1,000 Immigrants Were Received 
in 1989 and 1990 

Country of Birth 1989 19901  

Hong Kong 15,694 22,789 
Poland 16,042 16,446 
China 9,001 13,971 
Lebanon 6,927 12,900 
India 10,738 12,513 
Philippines 11,907 12,492 
Vietnam 9,581 9,142 
Great Britain 7,338 6,701 
Portugal 5,094 5,396 
Jamaica 4,008 5,001 
United States 5,814 4,995 
El Salvador 2,933 4,341 
Iran 4,301 3,937 
Taiwan 3,185 3,443 
Sri Lanka 2,728 3,413 
Romania 2,213 2,891 
Guyana 3,376 2,876 
U.S.S.R. 2,177 2,804 
Trinidad and Tobago 3,010 2,799 
Egypt 1,757 2,500 
Ethiopia 2,309 2,408 
Haiti 2,393 2,365 
The Azores 2,754 2,243 
Pakistan 2,039 2,117 
South Korea 3,008 2,062 
Malaysia 2,424 1,956 
Yugoslavia 2,073 1,949 
France 2,128 1,942 
Syria 1,482 1,848 
West Germany 1,951 1,545 
Morocco 1,182 1,453 
Czechoslovakia 1,156 1,386 
Peru 1,677 1,376 
Chile 1,044 1,306 
Israel 1,296 1,229 
Mexico 1,029 1,199 
Fiji 736 1,135 
Somalia 444 1,124 
Italy 1,204 1,058 
Kenya 1,344 1,040 
Guatemala 774 1,025 
South Africa 1,413 995 
Afghanistan 1,031 990 
Hungary 1,031 820 
Singapore 1,221 818 
Iraq 1,123 807 
Ireland 1,308 792 
Kampuchea 1,720 716 

Total 166,967 191,054 

1 Preliminary data. 
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Temporary Migration 

With regard to immigration, the reason why the focus has always been on 
the number and fluctuation of landed immigrants is that in the minds of the 
majority until recently, immigration to Canada has always been viewed as an 
almost definitive move. Yet this has never been true. Increasingly, however, 
changes in the means of communication and the organization of trade and 
commerce at the international level facilitate and even encourage temporary 
migration. Certainly, this type of migration is as old as the world, and has 
been quite significant during certain periods, for instance between countries 
like Italy and Argentina. In Canada, however, there has never been a great 
deal of attention paid to this category of persons, and recent or long-term 
Canadians who left Canada temporarily or for ever have also been somewhat 
neglected. Two researchers from Demography Divisions recently studied those 
questions in an attempt to evaluate the dimension of the two phenomena 
represented by temporary immigrants and returning Canadians. 

In this case, only long-term temporary immigrants were considered, that 
is, persons having stayed at least 12 months in Canada. Such persons belong 
to the following categories: visitors; holders of worker's permit; students; and, 
holders of special ministerial permits. 

Since certain persons may belong to more than one of these categories, the 
total number of permits for all categories is higher than the total number of 
individuals. On the other hand, only the legal immigrant population is known 
each year when the survey is conducted. Table 25 shows that during the last 
decade, the number of long-term temporary immigrants rose, specially because 
of the increase in work permits. Thus, continually, there would seem to be 
some 150,000 temporary residents in Canada, and this population has tended 
to grow over time. 

Certain points should be noted concerning the origin of temporary 
immigrants. At present, immigrants from Hong Kong represent an important 
portion of the group. In addition, it is not surprising that Americans are found 
in significant numbers because of their proximity. However, the importance 
of Hong Kong in this category of immigrants coincides with the portion of 
permanent immigrants from this country, which reinforces the idea that people 
from Hong Kong perceive Canada as an attractive land of welcome when the 
political situation of the island is about to change. 

That the demographic characteristics of this population of temporary 
immigrants is very different from that of the Canadian population is not 

8  See M. Michalowski and C. Fortier, 1990: "Two Neglected Categories of Immigrants to Canada: 
Temporary Immigrants and Returning Canadians" Statistical Journal of United Nations 
Economic Commission for Europe. Vol. 7, No. 3 IT5-204. 
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surprising, but that it differs from that of the landed immigrants population 
is. Salient points of departure include: 

1) It is highly male dominated. This male dominance fluctuates from year 
to year, but at present is in the order of 30%, that is, around 130 men for 
100 women. Males and females are in equal number within the landed 
immigrant population. 

2) There is a higher concentration of young adults aged 20 to 34 (66.6% in 
1988) in the temporary population than in the permanent immigrant popula-
tion. Furthermore, very few children (4.0%) and a very small proportion 
of seniors (1.6%) are temporary immigrants. 

3) A large and stable majority are single, with a proportion just below 60%. 

Table 26. Distribution by Age of Landed Immigrants and 
Temporary Immigrants, Canada, 1988 

Age 
Landed 

Immigrants 
Temporary 
Immigrants 

0-14 20.3 4.0 
15-19 7.9 5.9 
20-24 12.1 23.5 
25-29 15.7 24.8 
30-34 13.8 18.3 
35-39 8.9 10.2 
40-44 5.2 5.4 
45-49 3.3 2.9 
50-54 2.7 1.6 
55-59 2.8 1.0 
60-64 2.7 0.8 
65+ 4.6 1.6 

All Ages 100.0 100.0 

Average Age (in years) 29.6 30.1 

Source: Michalowski, M. and Fortier, C., op. cit. and Employment and Immigration Canada: 
Immigration Statistics. 

The demographic characteristics of this population are very distinctive, and 
correlate strongly the temporary status under which such immigrants are 
admitted to Canada. 

9  This male dominance was of 31% in 1982, 34% in 1986 and 39% in 1988. 
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Figure 12 

Percent Distribution of Landed Immigrants and Canadian 
Returnees by Age Group, Canada, 1988 

Landed Immigrants 

Canadian Returnees 

0-14 15-19 20-24 25-29 30-34 35-39 40-44 45-49 50 - 54 55 - 59 60 - 64 65 + 

Age 

Source: Employment and Immigration Canada, Immigration Statistics 1987. Ottawa Supply and 
Services Canada, and Demography Division, Statistics Canada estimates based on 
the Employment and Immigration Canada Visitors Immigration Data System, and the 
Customs and Excise E-311 Forms File. 

Returning Canadians 

Each year, while some Canadians emigrate, some who have been gone for 
more than a year, return. Their numbers can be estimated through Family 
Allowance records, and research by C. Fortier indicates that they number in 
the area of 30,000. 

What is interesting about this is not so much the numbers themselves, which 
affect neither volume nor population growth, but rather the way they 
significantly alter the picture given by the figures about emigrants from the 
demographic accounts. Indeed, these returning Canadians are not counted as 
landed immigrants, yet those who are officially known to have left Canada 
are counted as emigrants. Assuming that the relationship between such arrivals 
and departures is somewhat constant, Canada's losses are likely noticeably 
lower than the number of emigrants would indicate. Two interesting points 
should be noted: 

1) More than half of returning Canadians had been away from Canada for 
less than two years; 

2) The composition of the population of returning Canadians differs from 
that of the immigrant population. The majority of those who come to 
Canada are 20 to 34 years of age and come with their children. In contrast, 
returning Canadians predominantly belong to the 30 to 44 age group, and 
have slightly more teenagers. 
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INTERNAL MIGRATION 

It should be noted that the interprovincial migration figures for 1988 and 
1989 published last year have been modified. The observations derived from 
these figures are, however, unchanged. While the estimated migration figure 
for 1990 is still provisional and, perhaps, slightly overestimated, the exact 
numbers are unknown. Even when described as final, these data are only 
estimates. Answers to the question from the June 4, 1991 Census of Canada: 
"Where were you living one year ago, on June 4, 1990?" will allow a com-
parison to be made between the indirect estimates as made each year, and the 
actual count. Though only a time reference, this count is useful nonetheless. 

The 1990 estimates indicate that migration is following the trend of recent 
years. It seems that the situation resembles that of the early 1980s, when nearly 
all provinces had a negative net migration in favour of the two Western pro-
vinces. But this time, British Columbia has the lead over Alberta. Alberta, 
however, continues to show a surge of vitality, with increasingly positive net 
migration over the past two years. Ontario's negative net migration results 
from a strong imbalance in its exchanges with the West (21,400 persons). This 
deficit for Ontario is partly offset by its advantage resulting from significant 
migratory exchanges with Quebec, Newfoundland and, somewhat, with the 
Prairies. By far, exchanges between the two gaining provinces are in favour 
of British Columbia (12,254). 

Saskatchewan's net interprovincial migration is still strongly negative in the 
order of 16,000 persons. Almost all this deficit is due to exchanges with western 
neighbours, British Columbia and especially with Alberta. 

Propensity to Migrate 

Canadian provinces, losers and winners alike, exchange populations for 
several reasons, but economic ones dominate. Variations in the flow of arrivals 
and departures from one year to the next reflect the short-term reaction of 
part of the population "push" and "pull". Such events, however should be 
expressed in rates, so that the tendency to leave or to move to a province may 
be interpreted by comparison. Such rates, however, can be established only 
for departures. For arrivals, the population of the receiving province is inade-
quate as a denominator since it has no logical relationship with the numerator, 
and no other denominator is available. 

Table 29 gives an interesting indication about tendencies to emigrate to 
another province. The figures clearly indicate that two provinces stand out 
for their low rates: Ontario, and Quebec which, with rare exceptions, always 
has the lowest rate. This observation contrasts with absolute number of depar-
tures. These rates, however, are difficult to interpret. It would be a mistake 
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to consider that each province's population is homogeneous. In Quebec, 
needless to say, a noticeable fraction of resident population do not migrate 
outside the province because of the language barrier. In several provinces, cur-
rent emigrants were not born in the province of departure, and often they have 
only recently become residents. This is reasonable in view of mobility of the 
Canadian population, including that of new Canadians. 

Internal Migration of the Immigrant Population 

Slightly over 16% of the Canadian population was born outside Canada. 
Except for a few Canadians who were born to Canadian parents while they 
were abroad, mot of these 16% are long-to-short time immigrants. Once they 
have chosen a Canadian region of destination when they arrive, immigrants 
move within the country for diverse reasons. These internal migrations by 
immigrants may result in ethnocultural concentration levels which would be 
of particular interest to those concerned with Canada's growth and social 
welfare. A researcher from Demography Divisioni° has studied a number of 
aspects of these migration differentials, and the following information derives 
from that study. 

For the purpose of analysis, Canada was divided into six regions comprising 
one or more provinces. These regions are the Atlantic, Quebec, Ontario, the 
Prairies, Alberta and British Columbia. The world as a whole was also divided 
more or less arbitrarily into regions, but in a way that reflects the distribution 
of the more numerous groups of immigrants to Canada (USA, Latin America 
and the Caribbean, the United Kingdom, Western and Northern Europe, Italy, 
Mediterranean Europe, Eastern Europe, Southeast Asia, the Far East, and 
the rest of the world). 

One of the questions this study attempted to answer was about the tendency 
of immigrants to move within Canada, compared to the population born in 
Canada: viz., Is the immigrant population more or less mobile? 

Data about migration are available from varied sources for very recent 
periods. Unfortunately, these do not provide certain crucial information such 
as place of birth and, in the case of immigrants, the period of immigration. 
Therefore, data from the census were used. 

Inevitably, the evaluation of internal migration using census data only covers 
the population five years of age or more at the first of two consecutive cen-
suses (in this instance, those of 1981 and 1986), and takes into account losses 
due to death during that interval." Since propensity to migrate is affected 

10  See A. Bilanger, "La migration interprovinciale des personnes rides a l'etranger". Working 
Paper. Available on request at the Demography Division. 
II  Emigration by immigrants should be taken into account when it represents an important 

phenomenon. 
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Figure 13 

Out-Migration Probability by Age and Place of Birth, 
Canada, 1981-1986 

Probability in % 	 Probability in % 

16 	  16 

14 — 
Native-Born 	

— 14 

12 — — 12 

10 — — 10 

8 — — 8 

6 — Foreign-Born 	— 6  
4 — — 4 

2 — — 2 

0 	1 	1 	1 	1 	I 	I 	I 	1 	I 	I 	I 	I 	I 	1 	1 	0 
5 	10 15 20 25 30 35 40 45 50 55 60 65 70 75 

Age 

Source: 1981 and 1986 Census. 

significantly by age, and since age-specific structure of the immigrant popula-
tion differs from that of the native population, a global indicator would be 
of little use. Thus tendencies to migrate at the same ages should be compared 
between the two populations. Figure 13 provides information about this subject. 

The measure only accounts for out-migrants 12  from the regions. As such, 
it is a measure of inter-regional mobility only. On the other hand, the situa-
tion described is only that which prevailed between 1981 and 1986, and does 
not purport to describe that which prevailed before, nor to predict that which 
will occur in the future. 

In order to make a valid comparison, the probabilities have been standar-
dized. In examining the figure, it is evident that the two populations exhibit 
very similar behaviours with the notable exception of a higher rate of migra-
tion specific to the Canadian-born population in the adult segment of life, 
and a lower rate at the two extremes of the age distribution. 

A detailed examination of the probability of leaving one's province of 
residence between 1981 and 1986 (Table 30), shows an elevated propensity to 
leave the Maritimes and, oddly enough, Alberta". As expected, an increased 
propensity to migrate is evident in the period immediately following immigra-
tion to the country. 

12  Out-migrants are defined as those who reported in 1986 that they did not currently live in the 
province in which they were enumerated in 1981. All moves in the intermediate period arc, 
by definition, unknown. 

13  Notable in this regard was the sudden and precipitous decline in the petroleum industry in 
the early years of the 1980s. 
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Distribution of the Immigrant Population in Canada 

A priori, the foreign-born and native-born populations differ in respect to 
mobility since, for the former, two types of mobility are possible, viz., that 
which occurs at the time of immigration to Canada, and that which occurs 
after an initial choice of residence has been made. The native-born popula-
tion can make only the second type of move. If only intercensal, inter-regional 
migration is considered, one can summarize as follows: 

1) the strong attractive power of Ontario among all groups, and, to a lesser 
extent, of British Columbia which has a negative net migration of 
immigrants from Southern Europe (see Table 31). 

2) the difficulty among other regions, and specifically the Province of Quebec, 
in retaining immigrants. Losses to other provinces almost always exceed 
gains for all groups of immigrants. 

To the positive net inter-regional migration experienced by Ontario and 
British Columbia are added the large number of new Canadians who choose 
these provinces at the time of arrival in Canada. As such, more that half of 
all immigrants currently living in Canada live in Ontario (53.4%), while a fur-
ther 16.2% live in British Columbia. The other provinces and territories share 
the remaining one-third. Only 1 in 7 immigrants lives in Quebec. 

Concentration 

There are certain pockets or concentrations of immigrants specific to par-
ticular regions of Canada, but not a single region attracts more immigrants, 
regardless of source, than does Ontario (see Table 32). B.C. is characterized 
by eclecticism: few Latin-Americans, Italians and Western European citizens, 
but many Asians. Immigrants from the United Kingdom and the Far East have 
little interest in Quebec. In the Atlantic provinces, where very few immigrants 
have settled (2%), Americans are the only significant group. This should be 
seen as a consequence of formerly intense relations between Nova Scotia and 
New Brunswick on one hand, and Massachusetts on the other, including from 
the Acadian population. 

Tables combining mortality and mobility provide a somewhat theoretical 
but suggestive perspective of comparative migration behaviours between 
immigrants and persons born in Canada. Of course these are period tables, 
which means that they are predictive only with the assumption that cohorts 
will behave in the same way as the hypothetical cohort from the year for which 
the table has been constructed. The model is based on a combination of pro-
babilities of migration to a certain region, and of death. Expectation of life 
at birth is broken down by the model into life segments in different regions 
encompassed by the chosen population. 
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Table 31. Net  Migration of the Foreign born Population, Canada and Regions, 
1981 1986 

Place of Birth Atlantic Quebec Ontario Prairies Alberta British 
Columbia 

Immigration Period: Total 

United States -295 -1,035 1,375 45 -220 130 
Latin America -155 -1,780 2,130 -220 -295 320 
United Kingdom -310 -3,875 3,370 -955 -1,030 2,710 
Western Europe 15 -1,835 2,210 -110 -1,070 790 
Italy -10 -370 495 -15 -220 120 
Southern Europe -120 -305 1,275 -60 -505 -285 
Eastern Europe 15 -1,920 2,300 -610 -785 1,000 
Southeast Asia -910 -1,230 2,350 -1,195 720 265 
Far East -410 -1,145 2,210 -870 -225 530 
Rest of the World -355 -1,960 2,150 -295 435 25 

Born outside Canada - 2,535 - 15,365 19, 775 -4,285 -3,195 5,605 
Born in Canada -7,610 -47,900 79,095 -205 -25,920 2,540 
All places of birth -10,145 -63,265 98,870 -4,490 -29,115 8,145 

Source: Belanger, 1991. 

Table 32. Distribution of the Canadian Population by Place of Birth, Population 
Aged 5 and Over, Canada, 1986 

Place of Birth Atlantic Quebec Ontario Prairies Alberta British 
Columbia Total 

United States 8.70 12.34 37.73 8.18 12.96 20.09 100.00 
Latin America 0.70 21.07 62.88 4.55 5.87 4.93 100.00 
United Kingdom 3.20 4.04 57.14 5.18 9.63 20.80 100.00 
Western Europe 2.28 14.11 47.14 5.56 11.68 19.23 100.00 
Italy 0.33 23.00 65.97 1.43 3.06 6.20 100.00 
Southern Europe 0.57 17.05 67.52 3.16 3.83 7.87 100.00 
Eastern Europe 0.65 12.20 52.59 10.67 11.65 12.24 100.00 
South-East Asia 0.97 15.14 41.99 10.67 14.65 16.57 100.00 
Far East 0.73 5.42 44.94 3.73 12.92 32.26 100.00 
Rest of the World 1.56 19.33 44.79 3.19 10.26 20.88 100.00 

Born outside Canada 2.04 13.46 53.40 5.48 9.44 16.19 100.00 
Born in Canada 10.44 28.55 32.69 8.66 9.19 10.47 100.00 
All places of birth 9.03 26.02 36.16 8.13 9.23 11.43 100.00 

Source: Census Canada, 1986, special tabulation. 
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The strong attraction exerted by Ontario on immigrants and its power to 
retain them are also noticeable. This attraction is always stronger than for 
native Canadians. For example, this hypothetical immigrant aged 5, living In 
Ontario in 1981, would spend 89% of his life in this province, compared to 
84% for the corresponding Canadian. By contrast, the immigrant living in 
the Atlantic region would spend only 37% of his remaining life in the region, 
and 39% in Ontario. 

The conclusion is that which was proposed as the question at the beginning 
of this study. When all precautions are taken to ensure a valid comparison 
between the foreign-born and the native-born populations, it can be concluded 
that the immigrant population is more mobile than is its Canadian-born 
counterpart, and this mobility results in a high concentration of immigrants 
in Ontario and, to a lesser degree, in British Columbia. While this fact is quite 
well known, it nevertheless deserved quantification. 



Appendices 
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Table Al. Demographic Accounts of the Provinces and Territories, 1971-1991 
(in thousands) 

Year Popula- 
lationl 

Total 
Growth2 

Rate 
per 1,000 Births Deaths2 Natural 

Increase 
Rate 

per 1,000 
Net 

Migration3  

Canada 

1971 21,465.0 244.6 11.4 262.2 157.3 104.9 139.7 
1972 21,709.6 232.8 10.7 347.3 162.4 184.9 47.9 
1973 21,942.4 292.9 13.3 343.4 164.0 179.4 113.5 
1974 22,235.3 333.4 15.0 350.7 166.8 183.9 149.5 
1975 22,568.7 315.2 14.0 359.3 167.4 191.9 123.3 
1976 22,883.9 274.5 12.0 360.0 167.0 193.0 81.5 
1977 23,158.4 259.0 11.2 361.4 167.5 193.9 65.1 
1978 23,417.4 227.1 9.7 358.9 168.2 190.7 36.4 
1979 23,644.5 267.4 11.3 366.1 168.2 197.9 69.5 
1980 23,911.9 309.4 12.9 370.7 171.5 199.2 110.2 
1981 24,221.3 262.1 10.8 371.3 171.0 200.3 0

0
 

ta
J
 

61.8 
1982 24,483.4 222.3 9.1 373.1 174.4 198.7 23.6 
1983 24,705.7 190.1 7.7 373.7 174.5 199.2 -9.1 
1984 24,895.8 194.6 7.8 377.0 175.7 201.3 -6.7 
1985 25,090.4 183.6 7.3 375.7 181.3 194.4 - 10.8 
1986 25,274.0 218.9 8.7 372.9 184.2 188.7 30.2 
1987 25,492.9 292.9 11.5 369.7 185.0 184.7 108.2 
1988 25,785.8 311.9 12.1 376.8 190.0 186.8 125.1 
1989 26,097.7 354.6 13.6 392.7 191.0 201.7 152.9 
1990 26,452.3 380.4 14.4 399.3 193.5 205.8 174.6 
1991 26,832.7 

Newfoundland 

1971 519.0 8.2 15.8 12.8 3.2 9.6 18.4 
18.1 
17.8 
15.2 
14.6 
14.7 
14.3 
13.1 
12.5 
12.4 
12.2 
10.2 
9.5 
8.8 
8.7 
8.0 
7.3 
6.9 
7.2 
6.3 
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1972 527.2 7.2 13.7 12.9 3.3 9.5 
1973 534.4 5.4 10.1 12.9 3.4 9.5 
1974 539.8 6.6 12.2 11.5 3.3 8.2 
1975 546.4 8.4 15.4 11.2 3.2 8.0 
1976 554.8 4.2 7.6 11.5 3.3 8.2 
1977 559.0 2.3 4.1 11.1 3.1 8.0 
1978 561.3 2.0 3.6 10.5 3.1 7.4 
1979 563.3 1.3 2.3 10.2 3.1 7.0 
1980 564.6 2.6 4.6 10.3 3.3 7.0 
1981 567.2 - 1.2 - 2.1 10.1 3.2 6.9 
1982 566.0 3.9 6.9 9.2 3.4 5.8 
1983 569.9 2.0 3.5 8.9 3.5 5.4 
1984 571.9 -0.8 - 1.4 8.6 3.5 5.0 
1985 571.1 -2.4 -4.2 8.5 3.6 4.9 
1986 568.7 -1.2 -2.1 8.1 3.5 4.6 
1987 567.5 -0.1 - 0.2 7.8 3.6 4.1 
1988 567.4 1.9 3.3 7.5 3.6 3.9 
1989 569.3 3.1 5.4 7.8 3.7 4.1 
1990 572.4 -0.7 - 1.2 7.3 3.7 3.6 
1991 571.7 

See notes at the end of this table. 
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Table Al. Demographic Accounts of the Provinces and Territories, 1971-1991 
(in thousands) - Continued 

Year Popula- 
lation l  

Total 
Growth2  

Rate 
per 1,000 

1 . thr Bir - 	. 1 ueatns-  Natural 
Increase 

Rate 
per 1,000 

Net 
Migration 

Prince Edward Island 

1971 111.0 1.2 10.8 2.1 1.0 1.1 0.1 
1972 112.2 1.4 12.5 2.0 1.1 1.0 0.4 
1973 113.6 1.0 8.8 1.9 1.0 0.9 0.1 
1974 114.6 2.0 17.5 1.9 1.1 0.9 1.1 
1975 116.6 1.4 12.0 1.9 1.1 0.9 0.5 
1976 118.0 1.0 8.5 1.9 1.1 0.8 0.2 
1977 119.0 1.5 12.6 2.0 1.0 0.9 0.6 
1978 120.5 1.1 9.1 2.0 1.0 1.0 0.1 
1979 121.6 0.9 7.4 1.9 1.0 0.9 -0.0 
1980 122.5 -0.1 -0.8 2.0 1.0 0.9 -1.0 
1981 122.4 0.1 0.8 1.9 1.0 0.9 

.4. 
I.:  -0.8 

1982 122.5 0.7 5.7 1.9 1.0 0.9 -0.2 
1983 123.2 1.4 11.4 1.9 1.1 0.9 0.5 
1984 124.6 1.2 9.6 2.0 1.1 0.8 0.4 
1985 125.8 0.6 4.8 2.0 1.1 0.9 -0.3 
1986 126.4 0.3 2.4 1.9 1.1 0.8 -0.5 
1987 126.7 1.3 10.3 2.0 1.1 0.8 0.5 
1988 128.0 1.4 10.9 2.0 1.1 0.9 0.5 
1989 129.4 1.1 8.5 1.9 1.1 0.8 0.3 
1990 130.5 - 0.6 - 4.6 1.9 1.1 0.8 - 1.4 
1991 129.9 

Nova Scotia 

1971 785.0 7.9 10.1 14.3 6.7 7.6 
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1972 792.9 8.5 10.7 13.5 6.9 6.6 1.9 
1973 801.4 8.0 10.0 13.3 6.9 6.4 1.6 
1974 809.4 7.3 9.0 12.9 6.9 6.0 1.3 
1975 816.7 9.8 12.0 13.1 6.8 6.3 3.5 
1976 826.5 5.7 6.9 13.0 7.0 6.0 -0.3 
1977 832.2 3.6 4.3 12.4 7.0 5.4 -1.8 
1978 835.8 4.4 5.3 12.5 6.9 5.7 -1.3 
1979 840.2 3.5 4.2 12.4 6.8 5.6 -2.1 
1980 843.7 3.2 3.8 12.4 7.0 5.4 - 2.2 
1981 846.9 2.1 2.5 12.1 7.0 5.1 -3.0 
1982 849.0 5.6 6.6 12.3 6.9 5.4 0.2 
1983 854.6 7.4 8.7 12.4 7.0 5.4 2.0 
1984 862.0 6.9 8.0 12.4 6.9 5.5 1.4 
1985 868.9 3.3 3.8 12.5 7.3 5.1 -1.8 
1986 872.2 4.1 4.7 12.4 7.3 5.1 - 1.0 
1987 876.3 3.5 4.0 12.1 7.1 5.0 -1.5 
1988 879.8 5.8 6.6 12.2 7.4 4.8 1.0 
1989 885.6 6.0 6.8 12.5 7.5 5.0 1.0 
1990 891.6 5.9 6.6 12.6 7.6 5.0 0.9 
1991 897.5 

See notes at the end of this table. 
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Table Al. Demographic Accounts of the Provinces and Territories, 1971-1991 
(in thousands) - Continued 

Year  Popula- 
lationl 

Total 
Growth2  

Rate 
per 1,000 Births2  Deaths2 Natural 

Increase 
Rate 

per 1,000 
Net 

Migrations 

New Brunswick 

1971 630.0 
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13.0 12.2 4.9 7.2 11.5 1.0 
1972 638.2 8.3 11.8 5.0 6.8 10.7 - 1.5 
1973 643.5 12.0 11.4 5.1 6.3 9.9 1.4 
1974 651.2 14.6 11.4 5.2 6.2 9.6 3.3 
1975 660.7 19.8 11.8 5.1 6.7 10.1 6.4 
1976 673.8 11.7 12.1 5.2 6.9 10.2 1.0 
1977 681.7 7.6 11.5 5.2 6.3 9.3 - 1.1 
1978 686.9 4.8 10.8 5.2 5.6 8.2 - 2.3 
1979 690.2 5.4 10.8 5.2 5.7 8.2 - 2.0 
1980 693.9 2.6 10.6 5.3 5.3 7.7 -3.5 
1981 695.7 - 0.6 10.5 5.1 5.4 7.7 - 5.8 
1982 695.3 7.5 10.5 5.2 5.3 7.6 - 0.1 
1983 700.5 7.6 10.5 5.2 5.3 7.6 -0.0 
1984 705.8 5.2 10.4 5.3 5.1 7.2 - 1.4 
1985 709.5 1.4 10.1 5.2 4.9 6.9 -3.9 
1986 710.5 0.4 9.8 5.5 4.3 6.1 - 4.0 
1987 710.8 3.2 9.6 5.4 4.2 5.9 - 1.9 
1988 713.1 4.1 9.6 5.5 4.1 5.7 - 1.2 
1989 716.0 7.7 9.7 5.5 4.2 5.9 1.3 
1990 721.5 5.7 9.9 5.5 4.4 6.1 -0.3 
1991 725.6 

Quebec 

1971 6,017.0 22.7 3.8 89.2 40.7 48.5 8.1 - 25.8 
1972 6,039.7 24.7 4.1 83.6 42.3 41.3 6.8 - 16.6 
1973 6,064.4 38.7 6.4 84.1 42.7 41.4 6.8 - 2.7 
1974 6,103.1 52.5 8.6 85.6 42.8 42.8 7.0 9.7 
1975 6,155.6 55.9 9.1 93.0 42.8 50.2 8.2 5.7 
1976 6,211.5 51.5 8.3 93.0 42.6 50.4 8.1 1.1 
1977 6,263.0 22.6 3.6 95.7 43.5 52.2 8.3 - 29.6 
1978 6,285.6 30.6 4.9 96.2 43.6 52.6 8.4 - 22.0 
1979 6,316.2 43.7 6.9 98.6 43.3 55.3 8.8 - 11.6 
1980 6,359.9 53.0 8.3 97.4 43.5 53.9 8.5 -0.9 
1981 6,412.9 37.4 5.8 95.3 42.7 52.6 8.2 -15.2 
1982 6,450.3 14.8 2.3 90.8 43.5 47.3 7.3 -32.5 
1983 6,465.1 15.4 2.4 88.2 44.3 43.9 6.8 - 28.5 
1984 6,480.5 22.0 3.4 . 87.8 44.4 43.4 6.7 - 21.4 
1985 6,502.5 25.5 3.9 86.3 45.7 40.6 6.2 - 15.1 
1986 6,528.0 40.4 6.2 84.6 46.9 37.7 5.8 2.7 
1987 6,568.4 50.4 7.7 83.8 47.6 36.2 5.5 14.2 
1988 6,618.8 53.2 8.0 86.6 47.8 38.8 5.9 14.4 
1989 6,672.0 67.6 10.1 92.4 48.3 44.1 6.6 23.5 
1990 6,739.6 72.2 10.7 95.5 49.1 46.4 6.9 25.8 
1991 6,811.8 

See notes at the end of this table. 
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Table Al. Demographic Accounts of the Provinces and Territories, 1971-1991 
(in thousands) - Continued 

Year Popula- 
lation 1  

Total 
Growth2  

Rate 
per 1,000 

Births2 Deaths2 Natural 
Increase 

Rate 
per 1,000 

Net 
Migration 3  

Ontario 

1971 7,656.0 113.3 14.8 130.4 56.6 73.8 9.6 39.5 
1972 7,769.3 100.8 13.0 125.1 58.9 66.2 8.5 34.6 
1973 7,870.1 126.3 16.0 123.8 59.9 63.9 8.1 62.4 
1974 7,996.4 128.5 16.1 124.2 60.6 63.7 8.0 64.8 
1975 8,124.9 103.9 12.8 125.7 60.5 65.2 8.0 38.7 
1976 8,228.8 85.8 10.4 122.5 61.2 61.3 7.4 24.5 
1977 8,314.6 93.3 11.2 122.8 61.4 61.3 7.4 32.0 
1978 8,407.9 67.5 8.0 121.0 61.1 59.8 7.1 7.7 
1979 8,475.4 64.4 7.6 121.7 61.5 60.2 7.1 4.2 
1980 8,539.8 59.9 7.0 123.3 62.7 60.6 7.1 -0.7 
1981 8,599.7 64.1 7.5 122.2 62.8 59.3 6.9 4.8 
1982 8,663.8 97.4 11.2 124.9 63.7 61.2 7.1 36.2 
1983 8,761.2 98.6 11.3 126.8 64.5 62.3 7.1 36.3 
1984 8,859.8 109.4 12.3 131.3 64.7 66.6 7.5 42.8 
1985 8,969.2 103.0 11.5 132.2 66.7 65.5 7.3 37.5 
1986 9,072.2 129.0 14.2 133.9 67.9 66.0 7.3 63.0 
1987 9,201.2 170.2 18.5 134.6 68.1 66.5 7.2 103.7 
1988 9,371.4 153.4 16.4 138.1 70.7 67.4 7.2 86.0 
1989 9,524.8 153.4 16.1 145.3 70.9 74.4 7.8 79.0 
1990 9,678.2 162.1 16.7 148.1 71.8 76.3 7.9 85.8 
1991 9,840.3 

Manitoba 

1971 984.0 5.0 5.1 18.0 8.0 10.0 10.2 -5.0 
1972 989.0 3.3 3.3 17.4 8.2 9.2 9.3 - 5.9 
1973 992.3 9.8 9.9 17.0 8.2 8.8 8.8 1.0 
1974 1,002.1 7.7 7.7 17.3 8.4 8.9 8.9 - 1.2 
1975 1,009.8 8.4 8.3 17.1 8.4 8.8 8.7 -0.4 
1976 1,018.2 6.2 6.1 17.0 8.3 8.7 8.6 -2.5 
1977 1,024.4 5.8 5.7 16.7 8.2 8.5 8.3 - 2.7 
1978 1,030.2 -2.4 -2.3 16.4 8.3 8.1 7.9 - 10.5 
1979 1,027.8 -4.8 -4.7 16.2 8.2 8.0 7.8 - 12.8 
1980 1,023.0 0.4 0.4 16.0 8.4 7.6 7.4 -7.2 
1981 1,023.4 6.0 5.9 16.1 8.6 7.4 7.3 - 1.4 
1982 1,029.4 11.4 11.1 16.1 8.5 7.6 7.4 3.8 
1983 1,040.8 10.1 9.7 16.6 8.5 8.1 7.8 2.0 
1984 1,050.9 9.7 9.2 16.7 8.3 8.4 8.0 1.3 
1985 1,060.6 7.4 7.0 17.1 8.8 8.3 7.9 - 0.9 
1986 1,068.0 6.6 6.2 17.0 8.9 8.1 7.6 -1.5 
1987 1,074.6 6.5 6.0 17.0 8.7 8.2 7.7 - 1.7 
1988 1,081.1 2.6 2.4 17.0 9.1 7.9 7.3 -5.3 
1989 1,083.7 4.5 4.2 17.3 8.8 8.5 7.8 -4.0 
1990 1,088.2 4.4 4.0 17.5 9.1 8.4 7.7 -4.0 
1991 1,092.6 

See notes at the end of this table. 
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Table Al. Demographic Accounts of the Provinces and Territories, 1971-1991 
(in thousands) - Continued 

Year Popula- 
lation 

Total 
Growth2  

Rate 
per 1,000 Births2  Deaths2 Natural 

Increase 
Rate 

per 1,000 
Net 

Migration3  

Saskatchewan 

1971 927.0 -9.9 -10.7 16.1 
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8.6 9.3 -18.5 
1972 917.1 -10.5 -11.4 15.5 7.9 8.6 -18.4 
1973 906.6 -6.7 -7.4 14.8 7.2 7.9 -13.9 
1974 899.9 2.4 2.7 15.1 7.3 8.1 -4.9 
1975 902.3 14.4 16.0 15.3 7.6 8.4 6.8 
1976 916.7 12.9 14.1 15.8 8.1 8.8 4.8 
1977 929.6 11.1 11.9 16.5 9.0 9.6 2.1 
1978 940.7 6.3 6.7 16.6 8.8 9.4 -2.5 
1979 947.0 8.5 9.0 16.9 9.6 10.1 - 1.1 
1980 955.5 8.6 9.0 17.1 9.4 9.8 -0.8 
1981 964.1 9.8 10.2 17.2 9.7 10.0 0.1 
1982 973.9 10.5 10.8 17.7 9.5 9.8 1.0 
1983 984.4 11.4 11.6 17.8 10.2 10.4 1.2 
1984 995.8 10.2 10.2 18.0 10.3 10.3 -0.1 
1985 1,006.0 3.8 3.8 18.2 10.1 10.1 -6.3 
1986 1,009.8 2.7 2.7 17.5 9.5 9.4 -6.8 
1987 1,012.5 1.4 1.4 17.0 9.2 9.1 -7.8 
1988 1,013.9 -6.2 -6.1 16.8 8.7 8.6 -14.9 
1989 1,007.7 -7.0 - 6.9 16.7 8.8 8.7 - 15.8 
1990 1,000.7 -5.4 - 5.4 16.6 8.5 8.5 -13.9 
1991 995.3 

Alberta 

1971 1,616.0 28.7 17.8 30.5 10.5 20.0 12.4 8.7 
1972 1,644.7 32.3 19.6 29.3 10.7 18.6 11.3 13.7 
1973 1,677.0 32.1 19.1 29.3 10.8 18.5 11.0 13.6 
1974 1,709.1 46.6 27.3 29.8 11.3 18.6 10.9 28.0 
1975 1,755.7 58.7 33.4 31.6 11.4 20.2 11.5 38.5 
1976 1,814.4 70.6 38.9 32.9 11.6 21.3 11.7 49.3 
1977 1,885.0 70.9 37.6 34.4 11.6 22.8 12.1 48.1 
1978 1,955.9 68.5 35.0 35.4 11.9 23.5 12.0 45.0 
1979 2,024.4 81.2 40.1 37.0 12.1 24.9 12.3 56.3 
1980 2,105.6 98.0 46.5 39.7 12.7 27.0 12.8 71.0 
1981 2,203.6 85.3 38.7 42.6 12.8 29.8 13.5 55.5 
1982 2,288.9 42.8 18.7 45.0 13.0 32.1 14.0 10.7 
1983 2,331.7 6.3 2.7 45.6 12.6 33.0 14.1 -26.7 
1984 2,338.0 1.2 0.5 44.1 12.7 31.4 13.4 -30.2 
1985 2,339.2 19.9 8.5 43.8 13.2 30.6 13.1 -10.7 
1986 2,359.1 11.4 4.8 43.7 13.6 30.2 12.8 -18.8 
1987 2,370.5 6.5 2.7 42.1 13.3 28.8 12.1 -22.3 
1988 2,377.0 31.0 13.0 42.1 13.9 28.2 11.9 2.8 
1989 2,408.0 42.2 17.5 43.4 13.9 29.5 12.3 12.7 
1990 2,450.2 51.2 20.9 43.4 14.0 29.4 12.0 21.8 
1991 2,501.4 

See notes at the end of this table. 
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Table Al. Demographic Accounts of the Provinces and Territories, 1971-1991 
(in thousands) - Continued 

Year Popula- 
lation 1  

Total 
Growth2  

Rate 
per 1,000 

Births2  Deaths2 Natural 
Increase 

Rate 
per 1,000 

Net 
Migration3  

British Columbia 

1971 2,168.0 55.6 25.6 34.9 17.8 17.1 7.9 38.5 
1972 2,223.6 56.6 25.5 34.6 18.0 16.5 7.4 40.1 
1973 2,280.2 69.6 30.5 34.4 18.1 16.3 7.1 53.3 
1974 2,349.8 68.5 29.2 35.5 19.2 16.3 6.9 52.2 
1975 2,418.3 38.8 16.0 36.3 19.1 17.2 7.1 21.6 
1976 2,457.1 28.4 11.6 35.9 18.9 17.0 6.9 11.4 
1977 2,485.5 41.6 16.7 36.0 18.6 17.4 7.0 24.2 
1978 2,527.1 45.0 17.8 37.2 19.1 18.2 7.2 26.8 
1979 2,572.1 64.3 25.0 38.4 19.2 19.2 7.5 45.1 
1980 2,636.4 81.3 30.8 40.1 19.4 20.7 7.9 60.6 
1981 2,717.7 56.4 20.8 41.5 19.9 21.6 8.0 34.8 
1982 2,774.1 28.6 10.3 42.7 20.7 22.0 7.9 6.6 
1983 2,802.7 31.1 11.1 42.9 19.8 23.1 8.2 8.0 
1984 2,833.8 29.2 10.3 43.9 20.7 23.2 8.2 6.0 
1985 2,863.0 20.4 7.1 43.1 21.3 21.8 7.6 -1.4 
1986 2,883.4 25.3 8.8 42.0 21.2 20.8 7.2 4.5 
1987 2,908.7 50.2 17.3 41.8 21.8 20.0 6.9 30.2 
1988 2,958.9 64.6 21.8 42.9 22.5 20.4 6.9 44.2 
1989 3,023.5 76.5 25.3 43.8 23.0 20.8 6.9 55.7 
1990 3,100.0 85.9 27.7 44.6 23.2 21.4 6.9 64.5 
1991 3,185.9 

Yukon 

1971 18.0 1.2 66.7 0.5 0.1 0.4 22.3 0.8 
1972 19.2 1.0 52.1 0.5 0.1 0.3 18.1 0.7 
1973 20.2 0.3 14.9 0.4 0.1 0.3 15.3 -0.0 
1974 20.5 0.6 29.3 0.5 0.1 0.4 18.6 0.2 
1975 21.1 0.7 33.2 0.4 0.1 0.3 14.0 0.4 
1976 21.8 0.1 4.6 0.4 0.1 0.3 14.9 -0.2 
1977 21.9 0.5 22.8 0.4 0.1 0.3 15.0 0.2 
1978 22.4 0.2 8.9 0.4 0.1 0.4 16.0 -0.2 
1979 22.6 0.0 0.0 0.4 0.1 0.3 12.1 -0.3 
1980 22.6 0.1 4.4 0.5 0.1 0.3 15.4 -0.2 
1981 22.7 0.9 39.6 0.5 0.1 0.4 17.4 0.5 
1982 23.6 -0.6 -25.4 0.5 0.1 0.4 17.2 -1.0 
1983 23.0 -0.1 -4.3 0.5 0.1 0.4 18.6 -0.5 
1984 22.9 0.5 21.8 0.5 0.1 0.4 17.9 0.1 
1985 23.4 0.1 4.3 0.5 0.1 0.3 14.6 -0.2 
1986 23.5 0.7 29.8 0.5 0.1 0.4 15.7 0.3 
1987 24.2 0.5 20.7 0.5 0.1 0.4 15.3 0.1 
1988 24.7 0.7 28.3 0.5 0.1 0.4 16.2 0.3 
1989 25.4 0.6 23.6 0.5 0.1 0.4 15.7 0.2 
1990 26.0 0.5 19.2 0.5 0.1 0.4 15.4 0.1 
1991 26.5 

See notes at the end of this table. 
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Table Al. Demographic Accounts of the Provinces and Territories, 1971-1991 
(in thousands) - Concluded 

Year Popula- 
 lationl 

Total 
Growth2  

Rate 
per 1,000 By.  ths2 

Deaths2 Natural 
Increase 

Rate 
per 1,000 

Net 
Migration3  

Northwest Territories 

1971 34.0 
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73.5 1.3 0.2 1.1 31.1 1.4 
1972 36.5 60.3 1.2 0.3 1.0 26.5 1.2 
1973 38.7 18.1 1.2 0.2 1.0 24.7 -0.3 
1974 39.4 30.5 1.0 0.2 0.8 21.2 0.4 
1975 40.6 41.9 1.2 0.2 1.0 23.6 0.7 
1976 42.3 9.5 1.2 0.2 1.0 23.0 -0.6 
1977 42.7 9.4 1.2 0.2 1.0 23.2 -0.6 
1978 43.1 11.6 1.2 0.2 1.0 23.2 -0.5 
1979 43.6 16.1 1.3 0.2 1.1 24.7 -0.4 
1980 44.3 15.8 1.3 0.2 1.1 24.0 -0.4 
1981 45.0 35.6 1.3 0.2 1.1 24.6 0.5 
1982 46.6 40.8 1.4 0.2 1.1 24.2 0.8 
1983 48.5 26.8 1.5 0.2 1.3 25.8 0.0 
1984 49.8 30.1 1.4 0.2 1.2 24.2 0.3 
1985 51.3 15.6 1.4 0.2 1.2 23.8 -0.4 
1986 52.1 - 9.6 1.5 0.2 1.3 24.4 - 1.8 
1987 51.6 3.9 1.5 0.2 1.3 25.7 -1.1 
1988 51.8 11.6 1.6 0.2 1.4 27.0 -0.8 
1989 52.4 15.3 1.5 0.2 1.3 24.8 -0.5 
1990 53.2 15.0 1.5 0.2 1.3 24.4 -0.5 
1991 54.0 

I  As of January . Data are taken from final intercensal es imates for 1971-86. Data for 1987, 
1988, 1989 are taken from final postcensal estimates. The data for 1990 are updated and the 
1991 data is preliminary, dated April 24, 1991. 

2  From January 1 to December 31. 1971 to 1989: Final data. 1990: Preliminary updated data 
dated March, 1991. 

3  Difference between total growth and natural increase. 

Note: Calculations are based on unrounded data. 

Source: Statistics Canada. 
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Table A4. Canadian Population as of January 1, 1989 and 1990 by Age and Sex 
(in thousands) 

Age 
1989 1990 

Males Females Males Females 

0 191.5 182.7 194.9 186.0 
1 189.2 180.8 191.7 183.0 
2 189.3 180.8 190.3 181.8 
3 188.4 178.8 190.4 181.9 
4 188.1 178.4 189.7 180.0 
5 187.5 178.8 189.3 179.6 
6 187.6 178.7 188.8 179.9 
7 188.0 179.2 188.9 179.8 
8 189.2 180.0 189.3 180.4 
9 187.8 178.2 190.5 181.1 

10 184.4 175.0 189.1 179.3 
11 184.1 175.0 185.7 176.2 
12 185.6 176.4 185.3 176.1 
13 186.0 176.6 186.8 177.5 
14 184.1 175.2 187.2 177.7 
15 182.5 173.8 185.2 176.3 
16 187.6 177.5 183.6 174.8 
17 195.5 185.2 188.6 178.6 
18 202.2 192.0 196.5 186.4 
19 199.8 189.2 203.3 193.4 
20 196.5 187.7 201.0 190.9 
21 197.7 191.3 197.9 189.5 
22 205.4 200.4 199.1 193.0 
23 218.4 214.9 206.7 202.1 
24 230.8 228.4 219.9 216.8 
25 236.0 235.1 232.4 230.5 
26 237.1 238.0 237.8 237.2 
27 238.0 239.4 238.9 240.1 
28 240.3 241.5 239.9 241.5 
29 237.3 239.6 242.1 243.7 
30 235.1 238.1 239.1 241.6 
31 234.5 237.8 236.9 240.2 
32 231.0 234.3 236.2 239.8 
33 227.4 230.7 232.5 236.1 
34 224.7 229.0 228.8 232.4 
35 217.7 222.5 226.0 230.5 
36 211.2 214.8 219.0 223.9 
37 206.8 209.0 212.2 216.0 
38 204.4 205.9 207.7 210.1 
39 201.7 203.3 205.3 206.9 
40 201.3 202.9 202.4 204.2 
41 203.3 203.9 201.9 203.7 
42 192.5 192.5 203.8 204.5 
43 171.3 170.3 192.8 192.9 
44 164.6 163.1 171.5 170.6 
45 161.2 160.3 164.7 163.4 
46 153.8 153.1 161.2 160.5 
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Table A4. Canadian Population as of January 1, 1989 and 1990 by Age and Sex 
(in thousands) - Concluded 

Age 
1989 1990 

Males Females Males Females 

47 144.8 144.2 153.8 53.2 
48 138.5 138.7 144.7 44.3 
49 133.0 132.8 138.4 38.7 
50 129.2 128.6 132.8 32.9 
51 125.0 124.9 128.9 28.6 
52 123.5 124.0 124.6 24.8 
53 122.5 123.4 123.0 23.9 
54 119.6 120.5 121.9 23.3 
55 120.3 120.9 118.9 20.4 
56 122.6 123.3 119.5 20.7 
57 122.0 123.4 121.8 23.1 
58 120.8 123.7 121.0 23.1 
59 117.3 121.5 119.7 23.4 
60 113.7 119.5 116.1 21.1 
61 112.1 119.6 112.4 19.1 
62 109.3 119.2 110.7 19.0 
63 106.7 119.5 107.7 18.6 
64 103.3 117.7 105.0 18.7 
65 99.5 115.6 101.4 16.8 
66 96.9 114.3 97.4 14.5 
67 94.3 113.1 94.7 13.1 
68 89.0 108.4 92.0 11.9 
69 80.4 99.6 86.7 07.1 
70 71.0 89.5 78.0 98.2 
71 67.9 86.7 68.5 88.0 
72 65.5 85.2 65.2 85.0 
73 64.1 84.1 62.6 83.4 
74 61.5 82.3 61.1 82.1 
75 56.5 77.2 58.5 80.2 
76 51.1 71.4 53.5 75.1 
77 45.7 66.1 48.1 69.1 
78 41.5 61.6 42.7 63.7 
79 37.1 56.4 38.6 59.1 
80 32.7 51.9 34.3 53.9 
81 28.8 47.4 30.0 49.4 
82 24.9 43.0 26.2 44.8 
83 21.6 38.9 22.4 40.3 
84 18.6 34.6 19.2 36.2 
85 16.0 30.5 16.5 32.0 
86 13.4 26.3 14.0 27.9 
87 10.9 22.8 11.6 23.8 
88 8.7 19.8 9.2 20.3 
89 6.8 16.2 7.3 17.5 
90+ 21.1 60.7 21.4 63.1 

Total 12,868.4 13,228.9 13,034.7 13,405.6 

Source: Statistics Canada, Demography Division, Estimates Section. 
1989: Final postcensal estimates. 
1990: Postcensal estimates, as of 26 September, 1991. 
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Part II 

Overview of the Principal World Migratory Flows 
Since World War II 





Introduction 

Immigration is always topical in Canada. This might be because, from a 
historical demographic viewpoint, almost all of Canada's population has been 
comprised of relatively recent immigrants. Canadians are also aware that the 
international community sees Canada as a vast, almost unpopulated country 
compared with Europe, for example, whose image is one of saturated coun-
tries. 1  But their views are disputed and more and more consider the country's 
potential more limited than it appears, and its ecology fragile. Consequently, 
they are not avid supporters of rapid growth and do not look very favourably 
on throwing open the doors to immigration. Debate on this subject is still not 
entirely open. 

At the moment, in this final decade of the century, two main issues are 
stimulating the continual interest in immigration. The first is the realization 
that our demographic growth is slow and there is no hope of any great short-
term change. This leads certain social intervenors to see immigration as a substitute 
for natural population increase. Indeed, until recently, economic and demographic 
growth in Canada have been linked. Even today, many still believe that eco-
nomic growth depends on population growth. But this belief has been ques-
tioned by a recent report from the Economic Council of Canada (see reference 
later in text). The second is the perception of pressures on our borders from 
people trying to leave countries where the economic prospects are bleak and 
political problems numerous: the South-North pressure. 

This text is an attempt to bring together the available information about 
migratory movements in the world today. 2  While migrations affecting Canada 
are naturally most interesting to Canadian readers, it has been chosen to 
draw a broader picture of large population movements in some other parts 
of the world. This will better show Canada's situation in a conjuncture which 
will soon involve nearly all countries of the world. Economic interests, social 
fears, political pressures and strategic concessions combine resulting in various 
countries adopting policies welcoming immigrants, limiting immigration or 
refusing entry. These elements inevitably interact in a world where Canada 
is a major player. 

If population movements only sometimes result directly from demography, 
they always have demographic consequences and eventually these may, in turn, 
cause other movements. Experience shows that the behaviours of individuals 

I  Livi Bacci, "Migrations nord-sud: une approche comparative des experiences nord-americaines 
et europeennes". International conference on migrations - Rome, 13-15 March 1991. 

2  There is a great deal of literature on migrations. So as not to continually distract the reader, 
only references on the most important aspects of our description have been given. A summary 
bibliography can be found at the end of the text. 
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and the societies they form are largely unpredictable and evolve with the 
effects of sometimes rapid changes in economic, technological and political 
circumstances . 3  

In general, it is self-evident that migration has had favourable effects on 
progress in the long term. Witness, among humankind as a whole, the cultural 
richness of great societies, versus the impoverishment of population segments 
which isolate themselves to remain pure. Unfortunately, the benefits of immigration 
only manifest themselves after long periods of time. Keynes, famous for ironic 
statements about the long-term, knew better than others, however, that societies 
outlive the individuals whose experiences are their heritage. Another of his 
quotes less often remembered is: "Great events in history often result from 
slow demographic changes scarcely perceived when they occur." These 
demographic changes destabilize some situations, create new balances and in 
the process, disturb those who are involved. In this brief overview, the author 
will bring together the most important information gathered by various organiza-
tions to describe events occurring since approximately World War II and to 
evoke the important consequences from the perspective of the end of the twentieth 
century. The author does not advocate any theory; his purpose here is to deal 
with facts, some of which are historical, in the realm of migratory movements 
as interpreted by the most authoritative analysts. 

Definitions 

To begin, a definition of the international migrant is in order. This may 
seem easy at first glance because of the tendency to draw a very simplistic 
picture of this extremely diverse group of persons who move to live in a country 
or who leave it for another. It becomes confusing when we try to be more 
precise. Thus, to differentiate the migrant from the traveller, the tourist, etc., 
this border-crosser must be ascribed some characteristics. The United Nations 
has recommended for international comparison that a permanent immigrant 
be defined as a non-resident (national or foreigner) who intends to spend more 
than one year in a country other than his or her own and, conversely, an emigrant 
as a person who intends to live out of his or her own country for at least a 
year. While this definition, with a strong accounting flavour, appears relatively 
straightforward, it is nonetheless difficult to apply. Moreover, as it provides 
no information about the social characteristics, no indication of the complexity 
of the problems of migration comes into light. 

In developed countries, relatively good records are kept of persons entering 
the country, but few countries know how many persons leave. In developing 
countries, even the statistics on entries are generally poor. 

3  Reimers in "Recent Immigration Policy", p. 35, contends the following: Attorney General Robert 
Kennedy, when asked about the prospect of Asian immigration under the 1965 amendments, 
responded that "it would be approximately 5,000, Mr. Chairman, after which immigration from 
that source would virtually disappear; 5,000 immigrants could come in the first year, but we 
do not expect that there would be any great influx after that". 
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MIGRATION - A DEMOGRAPHIC PHENOMENON 

Is international migration a demographic phenomenon? From a theo-
retical point of view that would seem obvious! Reducing the question to 
its simplest level, migrants decrease the population of the country they 
leave and increase the population of the country they enter. We could add 
that if the migrant population has a peculiar age structure, it will change 
the age structure of the two populations - the one it leaves, and the one 
it enters. That said, when we move from theory to empiricism, and tackle 
the question in detail, things look different. 

The numbers of migrants and the sizes of the populations they leave 
and join make demographic repercussions complex. Most important is 
the effect on growth, more so if the natural growth of the country the 
migrants are entering is low, which is true of all Western countries. For 
example, if 15,000 persons immigrate to a country of 25,000,000, this 
represents an increase of 6 per 1,000. For many countries, this is an important 
part of total growth. On the other hand, when the age structure of the 
migrant population is similar to that of the receiving country, it has little 
effect on the population structure. When incoming migrants have the 
same characteristics,as the receiving population - if their birth rate, for 
example, is very close to that of the host population - their influence 
will be minimal. Obviously things are different if immigrants have important 
discrepancies with the host population. This was the case with Turks in 
West Germany and Algerians in France. 

However, observation over a short time does not give an accurate reading 
of the cumulative effect of migration. A. Sauvy made a very important 
observation when explaining the difference in numbers of French and 
English in America. He said, "The reason is that every year a few more 
ships sailed from English shores. . .." Similarly, Spain's decline in the 
16th century has been explained by the loss of her young men with the 
conquistadors in South and Central America. 

We must remember that migration seldom occurs for demographic 
reasons. Few migratory flows have been traced exclusively to demographic 
pressure, although this has been known. In the majority of cases, the 
initiating factors were political, social or economic; however, they did 
have demographic consequences, which often showed up much later. 

Knowledge of these movements is most often obtained from estimates by 
credible observers - individuals or organizations - using indirect methods. 4  

4  For example, using census data classified by period of arrival, the number of entrants in a period 
can be estimated, almost as well as by taking a census, by applying probabilities of survival 
and using certain strategies to calculate the frequency of redepartures. 
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TYPES OF IMMIGRANTS 

A migrant is always, to some degree, a person who is forced to leave 
their country, or who is attracted to another. The classifications are often 
arbitrary, slotting people on the long continuum between the refugee and 
the recruit. 

(1) Refugees, under the Geneva Convention, are people who leave their 
country because their life is threatened through their ideas, or religious 
or political convictions.' 

(2) People seeking asylum are only slightly different from refugees. More 
or less threatened, they often feel that they have dropped below a 
minimum standard of living and thus seek a country where'they can 
live safely. 

(3) Permanent residents (in Canada "landed immigrants") live almost 
exclusively in the traditional immigration countries. These people have 
been attracted by possibilities which are greater in the chosen country 
than in their own. Often these are economic opportunities such as 
higher wages, higher standard of living, better advancement possibilities, 
more chance to develop scientific or human potential and so on. 

Foreign or temporary workers are also in this group. They are 
allowed into a country for varying but precise lengths of time, under 
different conditions in each country. In theory, foreign workers have 
no wish to uproot. They vaguely consider themselves to be out of their 
country for a time for economic reasons. Such workers are found 
mainly in Europe and the Persian Gulf countries, but also in the 
Americas and Canada. 

(4) In addition, immigrants usually have dependants accompanying them 
or joining them once they are settled. They will become immigrants 
through programs for reunification of families. 

This simplified and arguable classification omits sub-categories, some 
within the large categories and some overlapping them, such as retired 
people, missionaries and so on. These categories are not mutually 
exclusive. It is easy to understand that international migration statistics 
are some of the most difficult to coordinate and interpret. 

1  Any people who have reason to fear persecution because of their race, religion, 
nationallity, social group or political opinions, are living outside their country of origin 
and who cannot, or because of this fear do not want to, return to that country. 
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Certain well-organized countries, such as Canada, make use of secondary 
information in administrative records. Also when a census is taken, relatives 
or neighbours are questioned about persons who have left and not returned. 

Such estimates always result in inconsistencies, at times rather great, between 
the data from the countries of departure and the countries of destination. 5  
Finally, when estimating migratory movements, added to the imprecision in 
counting legal immigrants, the unknown number of illegal immigrants cannot 
be ignored. 

Historical Background 

Certain migratory flows are well-established. Others, ongoing over the course 
of time, have dwindled and disappeared. In the search for a general theory, 
it is suggested that "development" is at the origin of migration. It is argued 
that, development in the first instance limits the economic horizons of societies, 
because developing societies make more intensive use of the low-yield pro-
duction techniques that assure economic balance for the former. It is only later, 
after high-yield techniques have been put in place, that the society can absorb 
all the human resources at its disposal. It is relevant to recall some historic 
traits of the regions currently of interest to establish the milestones. 

To state that the recent dynamic of migratory movements has been strongly 
influenced by the technological, economic and political changes set in motion 
by World War II, followed by the Cold War does not refute any general theory. 

During this short period, scientific discoveries and techniques were put into 
practice while related consequences were scarcely imagined or understood. As 
well, the deep inroads made by the industrialized world into such regions as 
Asia, the Caribbean and Africa, particularly through expeditions or estab-
lishment of military bases and the logistical support they required, exposed 
these countries in an unprecedented way to the technology of the industrialized 
world. In turn, the industrialized world discovered unknown dimensions of 
what has since been called the Third World. This represented a break with 
previous times when, in countries under an old demographic regime of slow 
growth (colonies, protectorates and trading posts), the only people who spent 
any time there were administrators, merchants and military personnel at small 
installations. Sustained technical and scientific aid was immediately given to 
these people to reduce the precariousness of their lives. At the same time, these 
countries have tried or been asked to integrate into the world economy without 
sufficient preparation. This integration has had adverse effects on their social 
structure. It has destabilized their hierarchies and, in some cases, technical 

5  To give an example cited by Lebon and Falchi, the number of foreign nationals working in 
Great Britain in 1976 was estimated by the OECD at 775,000 and at 1,665,000 by the EEC. 
I.M.R. vol. 14, 1980. 
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THEORIES AND SYSTEMS IN THE FIELD OF 
INTERNATIONAL MIGRATION 

World-wide development has always brought about migration changes 
in all fields. Analysis of past migration gives us a broad understanding 
and highlights the difficulty of proposing an overall theory, unless we 
use an elementary statement such as: "Migration results from com-
parative advantages between different geographical and socio-economic 
areas." Among reasons for changes in movements and places of destina-
tion and origin are: 

(A) Temporary changes in economic sectors 

Even in prehistoric times, humans had to search for subsistence. Over 
the centuries this became a quest for agricultural land or, more generally, 
agricultural production. Some peoples are still involved in this kind of 
search. In the Western World, this search was at its height in the 18th 
and 19th centuries and the early part of the 20th century when America, 
Australia, New Zealand, South Africa, Western Siberia and Manchuria 
were settled. In addition, the search for basic commodities was put in 
motion by the industrial revolution. Among these commodities were minerals 
and fuel sources, with coal and iron heading the list, followed by oil and 
its byproducts. The midlands of England, the Ruhr valley in Germany, 
Russia's Donetz and the mid west of the United States were developed 
in this way. 

(B) Scientific knowledge and increasingly rapid technical progress 

More in-depth knowledge has aroused interest in a higher number of 
basic materials. More complete use of primary materials and an increasing 
number of manufacturing processes have brought about mechanization, 
automation, and robotization. Demand has increased for some kinds of 
workers while others have become redundant. 

(C) Increase in capacity and speed of transportation methods 

From caravans to ships, railways, pipelines and airplanes, the revolu-
tion in transportation, along with scientific progress, has contributed 
greatly to changing the location of centres for processing primary 
materials and for industrial production. 

progress was oriented toward unforeseen uses. In addition, while aid has 
considerably increased the rate of demographic growth, it has also spread 
knowledge of the standard of living in industrialized countries, a standard 
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(D) Increasingly rapid access to information 

From the days of traveller's reports to newspapers, radio, photography 
,and telecopiers to the present, when information is televised worldwide, 
the time required to learn about opportunities, requirements and 
technology has decreased from a matter of years to a matter of minutes. 
Those benefitting are no longer the privileged few, but the public at large. 

(E) Geographic location of growth resulting from these changes 

From the agricultural plains to the large concentrations of consumers 
in today's large cities - from mineral deposits and energy sources to points 
of transfer - interactions between existing and emerging infrastructures 
have always occurred. 

It appears, then, that migratory movements can only be described and 
explained after the fact, within the frame of time and space that created 
a particular situation. This explains not only the current situation, but 
also the transition from the former one and what may possibly happen 
in the future. We have not arrived at the time when world population 
movements can be predicted except in a general way, and for the 

medium - term only. 

As time passes and the world changes, the very term "international 
migration" is losing relevance. New supranational bodies blur the con-
cept of borders. Within geographical groups such as the EEC or North 
America, the trend seems to be towards a situation similar to before the 
formation of the nation states, where free movement of people between 
countries was natural and not subject to administrative formalities. 
Individuals are increasingly apt to have a different country of birth, 
citizenship and residence. The importance of migratory flows, their 
distinctness and duration, declines as migratory flows increase. Thus, 
the image of the traditional migrant is becoming outdated and the idea 
of the temporary immigrant is gaining strength. However, permanent 
migrants have not disappeared. They still exist but are less aware than 
before of their status. Nor should it be concluded that countries are 
largely open to all. On the contrary, the increasing polarization between 
South and North is causing industrialized countries to adopt ambiguous 
lines of conduct in controlling entries from poor countries, not only in 
their own interests but also to take into account these countries' needs 
for development. 

some individuals despair of achieving in the foreseeable future, given the slow 
development in their countries. World War II also spectacularly accelerated 
progress in physical communications and telecommunications. 
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The history of recent migrations in various parts of the world has made 
obvious the dichotomy between industrialized countries with employment 
opportunities, and developing countries, with little work. 

The combination of these basic elements explains why, in addition to the 
traditional migration flows - which, as well as being influenced by the match 
between countries looking for workers and countries with a surplus, were col-
oured by ethnocultural, linguistic and other affinities - there were more unusual 
movements such as South Asians to Northern Europe or the Mediterranean. 6  

Overseas Immigration Countries 

It is widely believed that demographic pressure in Europe brought about 
the great flood to the "new world". In the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries, 
the new territories were discovered and opened to European economies initially 
searching for gold and spices. These new countries are essentially the Americas, 
Australia, New Zealand and South Africa. Siberia and the steppes of Asia 
were not new in the same sense, but they played a similar role for Central 
Europe. The demographic pressure in Europe arose from a demographic tran-
sition. Technical progress had two simultaneous consequences. On the one 
hand, it reduced the agricultural population, causing a rural exodus and the 
growth of cities. However, industrialization proved unable to absorb the excess 
population. On the other hand, this progress lowered the mortality rate while 
the birth rate remained high. The resulting increased population had to have 
places to live; the great navigators of the previous centuries had discovered 
such places. Divided into several waves, European emigration up to World 
War II has been estimated at some forty million persons. Most settled in and 
built North America, while the Mediterranean peninsulas provided the basis 
of the modern population of South America. The Dutch developed a more 
modest colony in South Africa; the English then took over. Australia and New 
Zealand attracted British colonists to their distant shores. 

This period of colonization succeeded by population movements caused by 
the world conflict defined what an immigrant is for many Canadians. Thus, 
the term immigrant evokes the idea of individuals (with or without family) 
who chose to leave their citizenship behind to come to another country to 
integrate and assimilate into its population. This image seems to arise from 
the millions of Europeans who, during the nineteenth and first half of the 
twentieth century, populated and built along with their descendants, "new 
countries" such as Canada. 

This concept of the immigrant comes from those who have settled in one 
of these countries, for the most part, wanting to take possession of a piece 
of land, to make "a place of their own." It is not surprising that, at the time 

6  From 1985 to 1988, 19,000 people entered Sweden annually from the Third World. 
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Prairies were being settled, there was a "Homestead Act" and that the 
Australian counterparts of Canada's "landed immigrants" were called "settlers". 
Moreover, these immigrants, for the most part, had to forego links with their 
country of origin because distance and oceans presented formidable barriers; 
this contributed greatly to newcomers putting down roots. 

As the decades and centuries passed, little remains of the original attractions 
the new world had to offer in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. However 
Canada, the United States, Australia, New Zealand and South Africa, where 
the Anglo-Saxon culture has been implanted, have both grown and maintained 
their attraction. They continue to project the image of a high standard of living, 
impressive potential, a reassuring economy and low density population, even 
if this is somewhat illusionary. They still appear to be countries needing to 
be populated, a sentiment shared both by foreigners and most of the citizens. 

Is this because the cultural identity of the country is still not well-established 
as its composition continually shifts? Is it because no historical event of suffi-
cient importance has taken place to forge an exclusive, "sui generic", national 
identity? Is it because of the feeling of abundance? Whatever the reason, these 
countries operate in a spirit of openness to immigrants.? 

This ideology has remained dominant up to the present despite strong opposi-
tion, many objections and solid arguments. But overall, these countries are 
seen as, and in fact are, lands that take in immigrants. 

Europe 

The image that Europe presents is completely different. Given the size of 
its territory and of its population, we could compare the migration between 
its countries to internal migration in North America. Continuing the com-
parison, we would see some external migration, that is, movement of non-
European populations into European populations and vice versa, as equivalent 
to North America's international migration. Up to now, these similarities do 
not stand up to analysis. Moreover, differences in economic levels, political 
regimes, linguistic realities, judicial and other systems in the sovereign coun-
tries, have meant that Europe is still not a set of united nations. Rather, it 
seems because of its geography and its history to be a group of countries with 
territorial continuity where relations have historically always been intense and 
where common cultural heritages have remained. But diversity and autonomy 
have prevailed to this day, to the point that, despite the considerable efforts 
towards unification in the Treaty of Rome, Europe remains compartmen-
talized. Perhaps more than in other places, among European countries, the 
game of musical chairs has been played. With the different levels of develop-
ment, countries take turns chasing and attracting dissatisfied people, who find 
it advantageous to occupy a place others have left. 

7  Livi Bacci, op. cit. 
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SOUTH-NORTH 

Explaining migratory movements with theories like the "attraction-
repulsion" theory is inadequate. This classic explanation is certainly valid 
as long as the direction of the movements is always the same - from poor 
countries to rich countries - whether because of pressure or recruitment. 
But, it does not explain why movements remain selective, why it is not 
all poor countries which are interested in migration to rich areas or why 
all individuals in poor countries do not emigrate to rich countries. 
Individuals consider many other factors when making choices, even if 
they are not clearly aware of them. The complexity of the decision-making 
process also explains, why a flow begun is difficult to stop through legis-
lation and why others follow even after the original impetus has disap-
peared. Migration is not simply economically based, although the 
cost-benefit law of economics may influence the decision to migrate. 

In fact, there must first be a feeling of unfulfilled needs. Individuals 
or societies must have undergone development to become interested in 
living in a more affluent society. In a sense, it is as though a dialogue 
must be established between the migrants and the society to which they 
may move. Concretely speaking, it follows that in undeveloped coun-
tries, the middle clakses are likely emigrants. The upper levels of society 
have comforts and sufficient advantages to eclipse those that might tempt 
them to emigrate. The lower classes' lack of information and financial 
resources, and more especially,of training and skills, keeps them from 
migrating. This phenomenon, the effects of which can be seen in migrants 
at ports of entry, appears when a sudden collective exodus occurs. This 
happened recently between Albania and Italy. After only a few days, 
some Albanians were returning spontaneously to their country, obviously 
unable to cope with the situation facing them. 

Nevertheless, indispensable development is also inexorable because of 
increasing communication between industrialized and developing coun-
tries. The lower classes will receive more and more information about 
the rest of the world, especially from other migrants. The first people 

From a historical perspective, Europe has almost maintained the same 
position in the great migratory movements. Historically, Europe has always 
had people arriving from the East. 8  However, especially from the eighteenth 

8  At the end of the 19th century, Germany accepted immigrants from Prussia and Poland, 
Switzerland accepted them from Italy; and France accepted, in waves, people from Poland, 
Italy and Spain. 
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to emigrate tell people in their home country about the benefits of migration; 
they are links with their country and initiate networks and migration flows.' 

However, these processes have existed long enough for South-North 
pressure to be recognized on a world-wide scale. The pressure has become 
more acute and the Western World is increasingly sensitive to it. Reducing 
this pressure between industrialized and developing countries requires 
ending disparities between standards of living. 

From the outset, it is necessary to avoid the possibility of the industri-
alized countries' "accommodating" significant sections of the population 
of developing countries in the short term. The industrialized countries 
thus have two possibilities: they can design more and more difficult 
hurdles for immigrants. This formula has been attempted in Europe since 
1973 and has not been effective. The industrialized world cannot escape 
its obligation to shelter those searching asylum or refuge, nor can it refuse 

.to allow reunification of families. Uncompromising policies also result 
in illegal immigration, causing all kinds of problems. 

Their second choice is to improve the standard of living in developing 
countries that have shown an interest in immigration. At present, making 
living standards uniform would require more progress in the developing 
countries than can be achieved in the near future. However, attempts to 
create economic groups including Southern countries are under way. 
If complementary countries become players in the economic game, we 
might expect that South-North pressure'would be reduced, even though 
immigration to industrialized countries would first accelerate. In the 
medium term in particular, exchanges would augment production in the 
developing countries, create a trend towards wage parity, accelerate 
dissemination of technology and slow the brain drain as the educated 
classes in developing countries could achieve their aspirations at home. 
The larger markets in Europe, and those being created in North America, 
are examples of these beginnings of solutions. 

Alejandro Portes and Yozsel Borocz, "Contemporary Immigration: Technical Perspectives 
on its Determinants and Modes of Incorporation." IMR, vol. 23, 1989. 

century to World War II, Europe was a region from which people emigrated 
to the new world. Now, in the second half of the twentieth century, it has 
also become an attractive zone. The change was radical during a twenty-year 
period, attributable to Europe's post-war economic expansion. The develop-
ment of an impressive industrial potential created a strong demand for workers, 
a demand that could not be met by weak demographic growth. The countries 
with strong economic development were also those in which birth rates had 
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strongly declined. For 20 years, Europe accepted immigrants and then stopped. 
One might wonder what its future will be in this regard. Despite the legisla-
tion prohibiting immigration - for reasons of family unification, and through 
the legalisation of illegal entries - the population is still increasing. Natural 
growth, however, remains low and on the horizon the burden of demographic 
dependence will weigh heavily on the shoulders of the depleted classes. Should 
Europe rescind these decisions and revise its immigration policies? 

In post-war migratory movements, the concept of the "guest worker" 9  has 
been clearly established. Except for France and Belgium, no other European 
country has shown any direct concern for demographics when developing 
migratory policies. The best example was the Federal Republic of Germany 
where, because of its low natural growth, there might have been more cause 
for concern than in other countries. The German philosophy held essentially 
that the population level was of no great concern. A shortage of workers could 
be filled by importing workers who would return to their countries of origin 
once Germany's needs had been met. Obviously, immigration policies even 
if they are based on the economy have demographic consequences, but those 
consequences are in a way only secondary effects - good if they produce advan-
tages and of those we have to deal with when they produce disadvantages.I 9  

European countries, like Germany, offered attractive standards of living 
for many workers capable of meeting their requirements. Thus, if Northern 
and Western Europe have become areas attracting immigrants, it is mainly 
in "labour" and "workers" that the equations of movement have been 
established. Contrary to happenings in the new world, putting down roots in 
these circumstances is often an inevitable consequence, but one not desired 
by the host country. 

Mainstream thought since the mid-1980s no longer favours these policies. 

The official policy of the governments in Western Europe is not to allow 
another experiment with guest workers. A number of lessons were learned in 
the 1960s and 1970s, and first among these is the lesson that temporary 
immigration brings about a considerable number of permanent immigrants." 

This comment shows, as we shall examine more fully later, that workers 
recruited to fill jobs are no longer the main supply of permanent residents 
for Europe. Rather, it is their families and refugees. This foreign popula-
tion inserted into the host population has acquired social and economic rights 
and privileges and also contributes to the host countries' demographic growth. 

9  The German "Guestarbeiter". 
to Read on this topic: "Population policies of advanced societies: Pronatalist and migration 

strategies", Charlotte Hohn in European Journal of Population, Vol. 3 and 4, July 1988. 
II  Thomas Hammar: "Comparing European and North American International Migration" in 

International Migration Review, vol. 23, 1989. 
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In most cases, the children of the foreign population are born and stay 
foreigners. 12  So the foreign population is reduced only by a very few who 
leave the country, and by death and naturalization. Moreover, in addition to 
the workers who make up the majority, there are asylum-seekers and refugees. 
Europe does not appear as a region willing to take in immigrants. Despite the 
precarious demographic balance, its countries' policies are very restrictive in 
their wording." Contrary to what happens in the new countries, foreigners 
are not welcome to integrate into the country where they were asked to come 
to work. The social fabric is not permeable. While countries such as the United 
States, Canada and Australia take immigrants because they are highly skilled, 
European countries more often see foreigners as people to do jobs that the 
nationals are reluctant to do. 

Middle East 

The uncompromising concept of the immigrant worker is demonstrated 
mainly in the Western Asian countries; that is, mostly in the countries around 
the Persian Gulf. These countries make up two mainly Arab groups that have 
in the last 30 years been reinstalled at the forefront of the world economy. 
The wealth that oil has brought to one group, makes a sharp contrast with 
the other group. The oil-rich countries are sparsely populated and do not have 
enough workers to develop their assets. To build their infrastructure (buildings, 
factories, roads, services and so on), these countries must rely on foreign 
workers both from the poor Arab bloc, and more recently, from more distant 
Asian countries. However, the demographic situation and the political and 
religious organization of these states result in very cautious immigration 
policies. Because their territory is small and their demographic base fragile, 
they have opted for strictly-controlled temporary immigration based on require-
ments. This type of migratory movement will be described in Part Three. 

South America 

South America has some superficial similarities to North America - Argentina 
is to Canada, including its geography, what the United States is to Brazil. The 
two continents developed similarly in the late nineteenth and early twentieth 
centuries but have since diverged. At the beginning of the century, Argentina 
had an influx of settlers from Spain and Italy about as large as Canada's influx 
from Northern Europe. Brazil's population was increased by people from 
Portugal, Italy, Japan, Austria and Germany in addition to its very high natural 
growth. Since World War II, this subcontinent has undergone an eclipse in 
appeal as an immigration country. A weak economy has meant that the source 
countries for their immigrants have lost interest. Technical progress seems too 

12  France and Belgium are the exceptions. 
13  Livi Bacci, op. cit. 
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slow in this part of Latin America, with vast spaces and abundant resources. 
It remains underdeveloped and pursues the dream of the agricultural popula-
tion of the last century. Not only are potential immigrants from the rest of 
the world disinterested in the area, the descendants of earlier immigrants are 
seeking to reclaim their European nationality. Uneducated South Americans 
with deep roots in the continent are crowding into the cities while the better 
educated and more fortunate are increasingly migrating to North America. 

Summary 

Because of the notable differences in the characteristics of international 
migrations, the migration process cannot be defined with a single model. The 
traditional migrant is only in North America and Australia and even these 
countries are concerned with the immigrant's short-term "economic yield". 
This is clearly portrayed in the Canadian and Australian immigration policies. 
Interest in "settlers" continues to diminish and, in some countries, groups 
are even questioning their usefulness." On the other hand, the number of 
short and long work permits are increasing. This results from changes in 
communication and production techniques. Industry, as much as agriculture, 
has less and less need for many permanent workers. Management of large 
operations is concentrated in international firms where, increasingly, high-level 
technicians are required for only brief stays in heavily populated countries 
where their companies are active. The era of populating large territories 
has past. 

14  Economic Council of Canada report. 
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THE TRADITIONAL IMMIGRATION COUNTRIES 

UNITED STATES 

Since the end of the war, almost 23 million people have entered the tradi-
tional countries of immigration: the United States, Canada and Australia 
(Table 1). Figures were not included for two less important countries - New 
Zealand and South Africa - because of lack of data, especially on South 
Africa's black population." 

Table 1. Number of Immigrant Arrivals in the Traditional Countries 
of Immigration, 1950-1986 

Years Australia Canada United 
States 

New 
Zealand Total 

1950-1959 631,613• 1,544,642 2,499,268• 200,000 4,875,523 
1960-1964 664,340 458,960 1,419,313 141,310 2,683,923 
1965-1969 781,010 909,882 1,794,736 163,629 3,649,257 
1970-1974 611,990 794,284 1,823,413 129,611 3,359,298 
1975-1979' 344,780 650,633 1,952,240 91,736 3,039,389 
1980-1984 1  468,050 490,036 2,741,481 221,020 3,920,587 
1985-1986 1  92,590 183,521 1,113,912 72,225 1,462,248 
Total 3,594,373 5,031,958 13,344,363 1,019,531 22,990,225 
% of total 16 22 58 4 100 

Foreign-born Populat on (Official estimates from the Census) 

Number Percentage of total population 

Australia, 19862  3,594,373 21 
Canada, 19862  3,900,910 16 
United States, 19802  14,079,906 6 
New Zealand, 1981 2  464,256 15 

Annual immigration statistics from different countries. 
2  Census year. 
• Approximate data. 
" Estimated by the author. 
Source: United Nations Secretariat, Social and Economic Affairs Department. 

This figure of 23 million should not lead the reader to believe that the popula-
tion in the traditional countries of immigration increased by this amount, for 
at least two reasons: 

(1) These countries experienced large-scale emigration at the same time as 
immigration. (New Zealand, as a matter of interest, has long had negative 
net migration.) 

Is Numerous important migrations occur in Africa and Asia, but we can't analyze them because 
we lack statistical data. 
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(2) Many population exchanges occurred among the countries in this group, 
especially between Canada and the United States and between New Zealand 
and Australia. 

Table 1 actually contains two kinds of information: figures on the flow of 
people and as well as on stock, that is, the number of persons counted in coun-
tries who were not born there. Both deserve analysis. 

The first point worth noting is the dominant position of the United States 
for flow of people. This country has received close to 60% of the 23 million 
immigrants. This is not surprising when attraction is linked to economic power 
and to a country's dynamism rather than to its available geographic space. 
Space is only attractive insofar as the wealth it contains can be converted to 
economic power. This is partially why Canada and Australia attracted far fewer 
people, despite their impressive territories. On the other hand, comparing stock, 
the United States seems much less welcoming since the percentage of the 
population born abroad is the lowest in the group, at only 6.2%. These two 
pieces of information seem to present a paradox, because the countries to where 
most immigrants try to migrate are the same countries that place severe entry 
limitations 16  and, all aspects considered, accept few. 

In 1793, George Washington declared: "America is open not only to the 
rich and respectable foreigner but also to the oppressed and persecuted from 
all nations and of all religions .. . we will welcome them to share our rights 
and privileges." We know that his message was heard. For 100 years, no law 
was promulgated to limit the scope of this declaration. In 1882, the first law 
based on race prevented entry of Chinese workers.I 7  Shortly after, at brief 
intervals, other laws followed for other categories of persons, and finally the 
1921 quota law was refined in 1924. While maintaining the equality principle 
for all persons entering the United States, it subtly excluded people from Asia 
and Southern Europe. The basic principles of this law remained in effect until 
1965. Since then, selection criteria based on race have been eliminated as 
limiting factors to immigration but restrictions according to countries 18  
remained until the 1990 immigration act came into effect. Not including 
refugees (the number of refugees admitted each year was set by the President 
and Congress up to 1991) only 270,000 permanent residents were accepted with 
a maximum of 20,000 per country of origin, according to a preferential system 
with six categories (persons subject to limits). Of these 270,000, 80% came 

16  On 1 January 1984 there were 1.6 million persons meeting the requirements for persons sub-
ject to limitation. That meant that if no additional people were added to the list, the United 
States had a backlog of 6 years of applications. U.S. Dept. of State, 1984, Report on the Visa 
Office (Washington D.C. Government Printing Office 1986) p. 112. 

17  To follow the sequence of immigration laws in the U.S., see Immigration Statistics, A Story 
of Neglect, National Academy Press. Washington, DC. 1985. 

18  The 1976 and 1978 amendments limited to 20,000 the country quotas for both Eastern and 
Western hemispheres; there were no limits for the Western hemisphere in the 1968 Act. 
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Table 2. Immigrants to the United States Classified by broad Categories, 
1983-1989 

Category 1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 

Subject to limitation 269,213 262,016 264,208 266,968 271,135 264,148 280,275 

Not subject to limitation 290,550 281,887 305,801 334,740 330,381 378,877 810,649 

Total 559,763 543,903 570,009 601,708 601,516 643,025 1,090,924 

Source: 1989 Statistical Yearbook of the Immigration and Naturalization Service. 

under four categories involving family links and 20% came under two 
categories which favoured professional skills particularly in demand in the 
United States (Tables 5 and 6). 

In 1989, (representative of the recent situation) 19% of entries subject to 
limitation were justified for employment reasons. It might be concluded that 
for the recent years° about 9% of immigrants (including families) were 
recruited for their skills, which is very few (7 out of 10 originating from Asia 
and 3 out of 10 from Europe). All other immigrants, 91%, were not recruited 
for this reason. However, a large number will enter the job market. 

The effect of the changes in the 1%5 law was to rapidly change the distri-
bution of immigrants by country of origin. Europe provided 42% of immi-
grants from 1951 to 1970 and only 11% from 1981 to 1989. Asia, on the contrary, 
sent 10% of immigrants in the early years and 42% from 1981 to 1989. The 
rest of the American continent continues to provide the greatest number of 
immigrants at about 45%. However, important changes have taken place within 
this percentage. While Canada provided close to 30% of that figure between 
1951 and 1971, it provided only 5% between 1981 and 1989. On the other 
hand, immigration from Mexico rose from 28% to 38%, from the Caribbean 
it increased from 22% to 30%, and from Central and South America from 
19% to 26%. These figures give rise to several reflections. 

A look at the situation before 1965 shows that the countries most favoured 
by the previous act (European countries) did not fill allotted quotas and at 
times fell far short of doing so. For example, from 1960 to 1964 the United 
States reserved 65,000 "places" per year for United Kingdom immigrants, but 
only an average of 28,000 immigrants came. This may indicate that the tradi-
tional source countries since World War II are no doubt less attracted by the 
United States than previously. Borjas 20  sees several reasons for this. 

19  Based on calculations for 1983-1988. 
2°  An American economist, author of many studies on the economic aspect of immigration. 



Table 3. Immigrants admitted to the United States by Main Categories, 
1988 and 1989 

Category of Admission 1989 1988 
Change 

Number o/o 

Total 1,090,924 643,025 447,899 69.7 

I.R.C.A. legalisations 478,814 -- 478,814 -- 

Total excluding legalisations 612,110 643,025 -30,915 -4.8 

Subject to Limitations 280,275 264,148 16,127 6.1 

Family preference 217,092 200,772 16,320 8.1 
1st preference 13,259 12,107 1,152 9.5 
2nd preference 112,771 102,777 9,994 9.7 
4th preference 26,975 21,940 5,035 22.9 
5th preference 64,087 63,948 139 0.2 

Work-related Preference 52,755 53,607 -852 -1.6 
3rd preference 26,798 26,680 118 0.4 
6th preference 25,957 26,927 -970 -3.6 

Without preference 7,068 6,029 1,039 17.2 
Other 3,360 3,740 -380 -10.2 

Not Subject to Limitations' 331,835 378,877 -47,042 -12.4 

Immediate Family of American Citizens 217,514 219,340 - 1,826 -0.8 
Spouses 125,744 130,977 -5,233 -4.0 
Parents 50,494 47,500 2,994 6.3 
Children 41,276 40,863 413 1.0 

Including orphans 7,948 9,120 -1,172 -12.9 
Other children 33,328 31,743 1,585 5.0 

Legalisation of Refugees and 
Asylum seekers 84,288 81,719 2,569 3.1 
Amerasians 8,589 319 8,270 2592.5 
Special Immigrants 4,986 5,120 -134 -2.6 
1972 Register 10,570 39,999 -29,429 -73.6 
Cubans/Haitians 2,816 29,002 -26,186 -90.3 
Others 3,072 3,378 -306 -9.1 

-- Does not apply. 
I  I.R.C.A. legalisations are not limited in numbers. 
Source: Statistical Yearbook, 1989. 

First are demographic reasons. The countries of Europe, because of their 
more advanced stage of demographic transition, have fewer potential migrants. 
Furthermore, the decision to migrate, whether clearly thought out or made 
in confusion, is made because the individual sees some benefit in it. On one 
hand, economic development in Europe has reduced the comparative advan-
tages of the United States in relation to some countries like Germany, and 
more generally, the Western and Northern European countries. It would seem 
that the egalitarian socio-economic regimes that have developed in Europe would, 
in theory, have generated increased emigration to the United States; in fact, they 
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DIVERSIFICATION OF COUNTRIES OF ORIGIN 

When traditional immigration countries stopped limiting entries for 
reasons of race or ethnicity, it was predictable that if these countries con-
tinued to admit immigrants, the immigrants would come from more 
diverse countries. All these countries have opted to continue to allow 
varying levels of immigration. The underlying reasons for these decisions 
can be placed under several headings. Apart from better economic potential 
to take in persons in distress, there is a need for qualified workers in 
certain industrial sectors and a need for capital. As well, those who own 
capital are needed so it will be adequately managed. There are demo-
graphic reasons as well. Canada and Australia especially felt that their 
natural demographic increase was too low and consequently international 
immigration was the best way to counteract low birth rates. In addition to 
these main reasons, are less concrete benefits such as the advantages of 
more cultural diversity. Some are not convinced of these broadly-accepted 
advantages and official bodies have not promoted these advantages up 
to now. As we have seen, Europe's role has diminished considerably while 
Asia's has increased. Many more people are emigrating from South 
America and the . Caribbean, particularly to the United States. We can 
see at this point that changes in origin of immigrants also correspond to 
demographic realities. Since the European countries, where the majority 
of immigrants originated until now, have almost reached their demographic 
transition, they now have far fewer excess workers. We cannot know 
precisely how the political changes of the last few years in Eastern Europe 
will affect migratory flows. These flows may increase both to Europe 
and to the traditional immigration countries. The developments in 
Poland, the first to open its borders, may indicate what the Central 
European countries may do in the coming years. It is quite probable that 
Canada will receive a good number of immigration applications. 

have probably contributed to keeping the population in the country. He 
estimates, in fact, that only the very small numbers who are highly educated 
and skilled have been attracted to the United States. The United States is less 
egalitarian than their own countries. So the high salaries that these persons 
can earn from their work gives them more appreciable after-tax financial advan-
tages than they have at home. This is the "brain drain" phenomenon. 21  Con-
trarily, the rest of the population is not interested in emigration because they 
would lose in the exchange. In their country, they are to some extent protected, 
paying proportionally less taxes than the people earning very high salaries. 

21  The economic aspects of the "brain drain" have been analyzed by many authors which Borjas 
cites: among them Walter Adams and Viem Kwok. 
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Table 4. Distribution of Immigrants Subject to Limitations, according to Category 
and Place of Origin, United States, 1989 

Place of Origin 
Total Family 

Prefer ence' 
Occupation 2  Other 

% Number % Number % Number Wo Number 

Europe 11.5 32,094 52.5 16,839 30.4 9,757 17.1 5,498 
Asia 42.4 118,961 79.0 93,989 20.4 24,284 0.6 608 
Africa 2.4 6,689 67.3 4,505 31.9 2,131 0.8 53 
Oceania 0.5 1,439 67.8 975 31.9 459 0.3 5 
North America 34.1 95,553 83.1 73,399 12.7 12,112 4.2 4,042 

Mexico 7.4 20,856 77.1 16,071 9.2 1,918 13.7 2,867 
Caribbean 17.7 49,625 93.3 46,280 6.7 3,316 -- 29 

Central America 7.3 20,340 76.3 15,518 23.3 4,743 0.4 79 
South America 9.1 25,538 83.7 21,385 15.7 4,012 0.6 141 

Total 280,274 211,092 52,755 10,347 

Categories 1, 2, 4 and 5. 
2  Categories 3 and 6. 
Source: Statistical Yearbook, 1989. 

The same reason accounts for the increasing number of immigrants from 
less developed countries, where the socio-political situation is the opposite. 22  
In very inegalitarian countries (such as most of the countries in the Third 
World), many very skilled persons have less interest in migration for economic 
reasons since they often own property or businesses, or are associates of 
owners. They enjoy an excellent standard of living because of the very high 
income they receive. As well, their skills are often less "exportable" than those 
of immigrants from European countries. 23  In contrast, among those with less 
education, many want to emigrate because even a low salary in the United 
States is far higher than their earnings in their country. Empirical studies also 
show that the level of skills among immigrants to the United States over the 
last thirty years has declined. 24  These were also the years during which the 
new selection policy was applied to unit families, and aid was given on humani-
tarian grounds rather than according to skills. 

Reunification of families is certainly a commendable goal, but certain economists 
claim it has harmful aspects. This has been shown in the United States because 
of the way the country quotas were organized. Since 80% of immigrants sub-
ject to restrictions came under the four family categories, some skilled can-
didates with no family in the United States did not enter as their place was 
taken by a person in the family categories who was less competent in some 
cases. 25  

22  Borjas, G., Friends or Strangers; the impact of immigrants on U.S. economy, New York: Basic 
Books Inc., 1990, p. 124. 

23  Many graduates from these countries have degrees in fields where there is little demand - arts, 
philosophy and literature, for example. 

24  Borjas, G., op. cit., p. 124 
25  Borjas, G., op. cit., conclusion no. 10, p. 21. 
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From another point of view, these figures show that the countries closest 
to the U.S. provide the greatest flow of immigrants. For obvious reasons, the 
move costs less and the immigrants from countries close by "know the ropes". 
This is the reason for the large numbers from the Caribbean, Mexico and Central 
America and to a lesser degree the more distant countries of South America. 

In summary, the facts about immigration to the United States up to this 
time are: 

(1) there are many candidates; 

(2) the numbers of those entering the country are rather low; 

(3) the policy for admission up to now did not appear to be based on a need 
for skills; rather, many decisions to admit persons have been made for 
humanitarian reasons. 

The New Act 

In October 1991, new immigration legislation came into effect: the Immigration 
Act of 1990 was signed on 29 November 1990 by President Bush, following 
10 years of study and discussion. The substantial changes in direction are covered 
in the following synopsis: 26  

- While the new Act appears to increase entry visas from 270,000 to 700,000 
between 1991 and 1995 and 675,000 after 1995, the increase is not that substan-
tial. The current 270,000 figure does not include close family members of U.S. 
citizens who entered outside of quotas - about 220,000 persons each year. 
The new "family" category will in fact increase to 480,000 (254,000 + 225,000) 
in 1995 making the actual increase 465,000 from 1991 to 1995. 

- The most important change concerns workers. Work visas will increase from 
54,000 to 140,000, but there will be careful screening for highly skilled 
persons. The quota for non-specialized workers is reduced to 10,000. 

- Creation of the investor category (10,000 visas) could bring $10 billion into 
the country every year and create a minimum of 100,000 jobs. 

- Quotas per country rise from 20,000 to 26,000 each year. 

In sum, it seems the new Act's philosophy is that immigration should no 
longer be a generous act of the American population and that immigrants 
should bring - through job creation and skills - at least as much as they will 
take from the country in social assistance and retirement benefits. The 
legislators seem to have been sensitive to economic studies. 

26  Understanding the Immigration Act of 1990, AILA's New Law handbook, American Immigration 
Lawyers Association, NY, 1991, ISBN 1-878677-18-7. 
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Table 5. Modifications in the Annual Quotas, according to the New 
Immigration Law in the United States, 1990 

Category 1989 From 
1991 

From 
1995 

For each independent country 20,000 25,620 N/A 

Workers 54,000 140,000 140,000 
- Professionals and persons with 

exceptionnal qualifications 27,000 80,000 80,000 
- Qualified and non qualified workers 27,000 40,000 40,000 
- Investors - 10,000 10,000 
- Special workers - 10,000 10,000 

Family 216,000 520,000 480,000 
- Immediate family • 294,000• 254,000• 
- Children of American citizens, 

unmarried and legally major 54,000 23,400 23,400 
- Spouses and unmarried children 

of permanent residents 70,200 114,200 114,200 
- Married children of American citizens 27,000 23,400 23,400 
- Brothers and sisters of American 

citizens, aged 21 and over 64,800 65,000 65,000 

Other - 40,000 55,000 

Total 270,000 700,000 675,000 

N/A Not available. 
• In 1989, members of the immediate family were not submitted to quotas. It is estimated that 

217,500 persons were admitted in this category. On the other hand, the new law will account 
for the number of members from the immediate family. Their number is still not limited, however, 
226,000 must always be preserved for the other sections of the family category. 

Naturalization 

Naturalization is how a foreigner becomes a citizen, with all the duties and 
rights that citizenship implies. Naturalization is thus the final phase under-
taken by the permanent immigrant. It depends on the wishes of the person 
who requests it but also, as expressed through laws and regulations, on the 
goodwill of the society accepting the person. The proportion of immigrants 
that is naturalized after a given period is a measure mainly of the individual's 
interest in the country of residence and of the country's interest in accepting 
the immigrant as one of its citizens. The minimum waiting period for becoming 
an American citizen is five years. 

In the United States, we observe varying behaviour according to country of 
birth. Some immigrants who arrived between 1970 and 1979 were eager to 
become naturalized citizens, so that by 1989 a large proportion were American 
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Table 6. Modifications in the Classification of Immigrants, 
according to the New 1990 American Law 

Category 1989 From 1991 

Workers #3 Professionals and #1 Priority workers: 
exceptional workers in the Without work certificates. 

science or arts areas Foreigners with extraordinary 
skills, professors and 

researchers having achieved 
excellence and selected 

businessmen, affiliated with 
multinational companies. 

#2 Professionals with at 
least a Master's degree and 
foreigners with exceptional 

skills in science, arts or 
business areas. These workers 
must have a work certificate. 

#6 Qualified and 
non qualified workers 

#3 Qualified workers, 
professionals starting a 

carreer, and non qualified 
workers. All must have a 

work certificate. The annual 
number of non qualified 

workers cannot exceed 10,000. 

#4 Special workers: 
The previous law did not This category is mostly 

account for the representatives made up by representatives 
of different religious cults. of various religious cults. 

Family Includes the immediate Immediate family is not 
family, in unlimited numbers, 
plus the preferencial system: 

submitted to a quota. It is, 
however, included in the 

family category. 26,000 annual 
entries must be reserved for 
persons wishing to qualify 

under the remaining sections of 
this category, which include: 

#1 Children of American citizens, 
unmarried and legally major 

1) Children of American citizens, 
unmarried and legally major 

#2 Spouses and unmarried 2) Spouses and unmarried 
children of permanent residents children of permanent residents 

#4 Married children of 3) Married children of 
American citizens American citizens 

#5 Legally major brothers and 4) Legally major brothers and 
sisters of American citizens sisters of American citizens 

Other This category is mostly reserved 
for those countries which do not 
contribute much to immigration 

up to present. The applicants 
must have a high school diploma 
or two years of work experience. 



- 117 - 

citizens" (Vietnamese 74%, Chinese 62%, Koreans 57%, Indians 48%). In 
contrast, others, such as Canadians (11%) and Mexicans (13%), showed much 
less eagerness. Emigrants from the other principal countries fall between the 
two extremes. They come from countries as diverse as Greece (37%), Colombia 
(32%) and Italy (22%). However, two facts seem clear. First, on average, the 
proportions are high. Second, Asians show the most interest. The most 
plausible explanation is that those most anxious to become naturalized are 
refugees or, in a general way, those requesting asylum. In a sense they are 
citizens of nowhere. However, these figures have to be handled with care in 
making direct comparisons with other countries because of immigrants' retur-
ning to their country of origin, mortality, interruptions in their stay, knowledge 
required by the Act, and so forth. 

What the IRCA Reveals 

Although 1.1 million people immigrated to the United States in 1989 (up 
from 643,814 in 1988), this figure includes legalization of 478,814 foreigners 
who had been in contravention of the law. The 1986 Immigration Reform and 
Control Act (IRCA) was enacted because the numbers of unauthorized persons 
in the United States were suspected to be high, and because for many reasons 
it was impossible or untimely to expel them. This form of amnesty reveals 
a very serious illegal immigration problem. Estimates vary according to source 
and to the ideology authors apply in defining who is illegal. This amnesty was 
intended for foreigners residing continuously on American soil since 1982 and 
for agricultural labourers working with perishable goods in 1986. Because 1.76 
million persons in the first category and 1.28 million in the second came for-
ward and only 478,814 were admitted as permanent residents in 1988, it can 
be predicted that others will be admitted in the 1990s. We might then expect 
that the statistics for immigrants will remain high in years to come. The 
majority of legalized immigrants are Mexicans or Central Americans (85%). 
This source of "immigration pressure" will very likely be augmented with 
another from the USSR and Eastern Europe. In 1989, 38,000 refugees came 
from the USSR and 50,000 were expected in 1990. 

CANADA" 

Table 1 shows that Canada is a distant second to the United States in the 
bloc of traditional immigration countries with 22% of immigrants. On the 
other hand, the percentage of Canada's foreign-born population indicates a 
more welcoming country (16%). This is not a new situation. Since early in 

27  Department of Justice, Statistical Yearbook of the Immigration and Naturalization Service. 
US, September 1990, p. XI. 

28  This section on Canada will seem brief. Readers will find substantial information on this topic 
in previous reports, as well as in the publication of W.E. Kalbach, R. Lachapelle and in the 
Canadian Immigration and Population Study (see bibliography). 
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the century, censuses have shown a foreign-born percentage varying from 13% 
in 1901 to 22% in 1921. Since the end of World War II, this percentage has 
varied among censuses within the more narrow range of 15 0/o to 16%. Roughly 
one person in seven was born outside of Canada. 

Broadly speaking, Canada's performance on immigration over the course 
of history is similar to the United States. Like the United States, Canada 
initially had a policy that favoured the white race for most of its history. 
Canada was also especially interested in Northern European, and if possible 
Anglo-Saxon, immigrants. However, early in its history, Canada opened its 
doors to other Europeans. But the great policy change occurred in 1962, when 
race obstacles to immigration were abolished. In 1967, the point system was 
initiated to select independent immigrants. A new act was promulgated in 1976 
and came into effect in 1978. The act makes the Minister responsible for set-
ting immigration levels for the coming year or years in consultation with the 
provinces. However, unlike the United States, no limit per country nor gen-
eral quota is imposed. All accepted immigrants are included as "landed 
immigrants" including refugees, but only independent immigrants and assisted 
relatives are subject to the point system. The goals of the Canadian act are 
explicit: reunification of families, concern for refugees and promotion of 
Canada's demographic, economic and cultural objectives. 

It is difficult to compare Canada and the United States by categories of 
immigrants. We should confine our study to two large groups: those selected 
for their immediate economic "interest" and others. From 1985 to 1989, 
Canada accepted 54% of its immigrants because they belonged to one of the 
categories not subject to the point system. Consequently 46% were subject. 
The flow of immigrants varies in cycles so that trends may be concealed if 
two specific years are compared. It is wiser to compare periods. 

The annual average was 102,300 landed immigrants for 1981-1985 and 
151,300 for 1986-1989, a difference of almost 50%. But all categories did not 
vary in the same proportion. The whole category for family, assisted relatives, 
retirees and refugees rose from 75,000 to 83,000, an increase of 11%, while 
the number of entrepreneurs and independent workers went from 27,000 to 
68,000, an increase of 152%. This shows that when economic conditions are 
favourable, Canada maintains the same number of immigrants to whom it 
feels it has an obligation, and practises recruitment of others based on pro-
bable economic profitability. It is truly a matter of probability because the 
selection process does not identify a person who will prove to be a "good 
immigrant". The point system favours skills and the education associated with 
them, and the results up to now show that immigrants have succeeded 
economically, better (using raw indices) than native-born Canadians. 29  The 

29  Basavarajappa, K.G., R. Beaujot and R.B.P. Verma, Income of Immigrants In Canada: a 
Census Data Analysis, Ottawa, Supply and Services Canada, 1988. 
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opposite is true in the United States. However, as in the United States, recent 
immigrants have less education and fewer skills than those in previous waves. 
Immigration to Canada has always fluctuated with the "needs" of the 
economy. We can easily see, from the historical levels of immigrants, a rela-
tionship between levels of admission and the country's economic health. 

Naturalization 

The majority of Canadian citizens who were foreign-born became citizens 
through naturalization. As a general rule, citizenship is granted to landed 
immigrants who apply and are eligible. To be eligible, applicants must have 
lived in Canada for three of the four years prior to their application, have 
adequate knowledge of one of the official languages and of the country's 
history, geography and political system. They must also be aware of the rights 
and responsibilities of a citizen. 

Annual statistics show the average length of permanent residence of persons 
who became citizens by country of former allegiance. For new citizens, as a 
group, the variations are quite small - from 1981 to 1989 the average length 
of residence varied from 6.37 to 8.98 years. However, this average conceals 
very different figures according to country. 

Table 8. Average Duration of Residence of Immigrants in Canada 
Prior to Naturalization, 1981-1989 

Year Average Delay 
(in years) 

1981 8.98 

1982 7.97 

1983 7.27 

1984 7.09 

1985 6.37 

1986 7.57 

1987 8.00 
1988 8.30 

1989 8.10 

Source: Multiculturalism and Citizenship Canada, Canadian Citizenship Statistics, 1989. Catalogue 
No. C1-52-7/1989. 

The period of residence prior to becoming a citizen is short for nationals 
of Third World countries and much longer for immigrants from European 
countries or the United States. 
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Table 9. Number of Immigrants and Average Duration of Permanent Residency 
prior to Receiving Canadian Citizenship, according 

to Previous Nationality, Canada, 1989 

Previous Nationality 
Average 
Duration 

of Residency 

Number of 
Naturalized 
Immigrants 

Afghanistan 3.4 286 
Austria 18.5 129 
Bangladesh 3.1 264 
Barbados 10.0 256 
Belgium 12.7 167 
Brazil 6.8 173 
Cambodge 4.7 504 
Chili 8.6 761 
China 5.0 3,988 
Colombia 8.0 283 
Czechoslovakia 4.4 882 
Denmark 22.3 122 
Egypt 4.7 384 
El Salvador 4.2 2,110 
Equator 11.3 309 
Ethiopia 4.2 344 
France 8.7 1,079 
Fuji 8.7 586 
Germany 22.0 289 
Ghana 4.3 171 
Greece 12.6 772 
Guatemala 4.3 494 
Guyana 5.0 2,684 
Haiti 4.5 1,336 
Hong Kong 4.5 3,500 
Hungary 5.1 650 
India 7.2 3,278 
Irak 4.1 305 
Iran 3.9 1,621 
Ireland 13.2 464 
Israel 4.5 584 
Italy 21.8 2,102 
Jamaica 7.8 2,573 
Japan 11.5 158 
Jordania 5.0 153 
Kenya 5.6 174 
Korea 5.6 634 
Laos 5.9 221 
Lebanon 4.4 1,744 
Malaysia 6.1 356 
Malta 19.3 204 
Maroc 4.0 319 
Mexico 5.9 478 
Netherlands 17.3 646 
New Zealand 10.7 151 
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Table 9. Number of Immigrants and Average Duration of Permanent Residency 
prior to Receiving Canadian Citizenship, according 

to Previous Nationality - Concluded 

Previous Nationality 
Average 
Duration 

of Residency 

Number of 
Naturalized 
Immigrants 

Nicaragua 3.8 306 
Pakistan 5.1 468 
Peru 4.4 416 
Philippines 4.9 3,233 
Poland 5.5 3,673 
Portugal 14.4 2,871 
Romania 4.2 702 
South Africa 7.2 380 
Spain 13.1 189 
Sri Lanka 4.7 1,033 
Switzerland 8.2 340 
Syria 3.9 342 
Taiwan 4.4 301 
Tanzania 5.1 398 
Trinidad and Tobaggo 13.8 1,855 
Turkey 7.1 322 
United Kingdom 14.1 10,885 
United States 15.7 1,853 
Vietnam 4.6 5,884 
West Germany 17.2 690 
Yougoslavia 10.5 715 

Stateless 4.0 7,822 

Source: Multiculturalism and Citizenship Canada, Canadian Citizenship Statistics, 1989. Catalogue 
C1-52-7/1989. 

However, while this information is of interest, it is not the most pertinent, 
because immigrants have not come to Canada in a steady flow from all coun-
tries over the last 30 years. We might suspect that Europeans, naturalized to 
Canada in 1989, would be part of flows that have been greatly reduced for 
several years. Since regardless of nationality, naturalizations are distributed 
on a curve that is skewed to the right, a large proportion of naturalized persons 
of European origin likely falls on the right of the distribution curve. 

It is more accurate to analyze the rate at which a group of landed immigrants 
become citizens. By calling Time 0 the probable period of a few months' 
residence when the year of arrival coincides with that of naturalization, Time 
1 the difference of one year, and so forth, we can see that for typical coun-
tries the mode is always at Time 4 but its value varies quite considerably 
according to country of origin. 
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Table 10. Modal Value (per 1,000) of the Distribution of Naturalized 
Immigrants in 1989, Selected Countries of Origin 

and Proportion of the Naturalized Cohort 
after 10 Years 

Country of Origin Modal Value 

Proportion of 
Naturalized  Immigrants 

010 

Jamaica 178.2 47.5 
India 206.5 46.7 
Philippines 466.1 77.1 
South America 121.7 27.8 
United Kingdom 131.8 25.4 
Poland 674.8 88.4 
Portugal 132.2 33.3 

Source: Canadian Citizenship statistics. Department of Supply and Services, Catalogue Ci 
52-7/1989. Calculations made by the author. 

For all those naturalized in 1989, the modal value is 308 per 1,000 but this 
value is only 121.7 for new Canadians from the United Kingdom while it is 
674.8 for persons originating from Poland. 

The proportion of the group naturalized after 10 years varies similarly, from 
25% for persons originally from the United Kingdom to 88.4% for persons 
from Poland. 

In sum, we see the same pattern as for the United States - overall, nationals 
of countries with many refugees or difficult economic conditions are eager 
to become naturalized. 

Illegal Immigration 

Illegal immigration does not seem to be a great concern in Canada. Firstly, 
Canada's laws do not present a strong barrier to persons who want to 
immigrate. In practice, the immigration process is long and requires some 
knowledge of how it works, which no doubt discourages some persons who 
would like to apply. Also, physical access to Canada is relatively difficult, 
given that the only shared border is with the United States, which absorbs 
a great number from Central and South America who might initially be 
interested. Moreover, Canada's social organization makes it difficult to con-
ceal many illegal immigrants. Since society takes care of the inhabitants' essen-
tial needs - hospital care, unemployment insurance, social welfare, and so on -
it is easy to identify large groups; in this way Canada differs from the United 
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States. While the news media now and then claim large numbers of illegal immi- 
grants exist, investigations have never substantiated the claims. Everything seems 
to indicate that illegal immigrants number a few tens of thousands at most." 

AUSTRALIA 

Australia's immigration history has been more marked by racism than the 
other two countries. After a period of openness in the 19th century, the government 
opted for strict selection of white immigrants in 1901. Until 1972, Australia 
lived under the "White Australia Policy". Since the 1901 Immigration Restriction 
Act, which was amended seven times before being replaced by the Migration 
Act in 1958, immigration to Australia was practically limited to white persons, 
preferably of British birth. These very severe restrictions also resulted in limited 
immigration during this long period. During World War II, political leaders 
realized that an immense country with a sparse population was politically fragile. 
Arthur Calwell, Immigration Minister at the time, drew attention to this with 
his slogan, "Populate or Perish". He suggested increasing the Australian popula-
tion through immigration by 1% a year saying: "We need (additional population) 
for defence and for the fullest expansion of our economy. 31  However, while 
the country accepted 170,000 displaced persons from Europe, it remained relatively 
closed. Australia continued to favour immigrants from Britain; the govern-
ment paid the travel costs for them and their families. 32  Close to a million 
people settled in the country under this plan between 1947 and 1955. Australia 
also signed bilateral agreements with certain countries resulting in the rather 
unexpected list of countries supplying immigrants from 1959 to 1979 (Table 11). 
It was only in 1972 that all racial discrimination ended. 

Since that time, immigrant origins have diversified, and Asia has become 
increasingly important as a source country. In particular, the numbers have 
increased from Hong Kong, the Philippines and, because of refugees, Vietnam. 
At the same time, Europe's role declined. 

As in Canada, new immigrant admissions in Australia fluctuate with eco-
nomic conditions and according to previously set levels. These levels also show 
the effects of the country's old concerns. When the most recent levels were 
set, the opposition's pronouncements were taken into account. They said that 
a policy was needed whereby "Australia will remain united" and that the govern-
ment should make sure that the number of immigrants from any one region 
or country was not so high that "it endangers social harmony". 

30  In Canada, illegal immigrants are usually persons who remain in the country after expiry of 
their visa (work, visitor, student). 

31  This increase remained the official goal until the early 1970s. 
32  The voyage was free for former military personnel and their dependents until February 1955. 

Then, British immigrants over 19 paid 10 £, the Australian government paid the rest. Those 
under 19 travelled free. Lodging in hotels built for this purpose was also free for many weeks. 
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Table 11. Number of Immigrants to Australia by Country of Birth 

County 
1959-1970• 1982-1986• 

Number % Number % 

Africa 37,750 2.52 17,330 5.2 
South Africa 7,860 8,970 
Other Commonwealth countries 15,718 - 

America 36,060 2.41 21,570 6.5 
Canada 8,690 3,500 
United States 20,710 6,550 

Asia 79,750 5.33 130,130 39.2 
Chypria 6,050 1,160 
Hong Kong 1,990 9,800 
India 15,790 7,350 
Malaysia 4,710 8,280 
Lebanon 15,220 7,200 
Turkey 7,860 2,950 
Philippines 1,190 12,900 
Vietnam - 33,860 

Europe 1,282,640 85.72 120,390 36.3 
United Kingdom and Ireland 672,860 69,690 
Germany 53,670 7,830 
Greece 126,710 2,690 
Italy 155,490 2,300 
Netherlands 39,910 3,240 
Yugoslavia 97,340 5,830 
Poland 13,320 8,220 

Oceania 43,550 2.91 42,490 12.8 
New Zealand 30,970 35,000 

Others 16,500 1.10 20 

Total 1,496,250 331,920 

• Fiscal years. 
Source: Australian Immigration, Consolidated Statistics No. 14, 1986, table C.4, page 33; No.13, 

1982, table 24, page 60-61. 

Immigrants are accepted into Australia through "programs", the most 
important of which are for reunifying families and for independent workers. 
Although not continuous, the decline in entries in 1987 through the family 
reunification program and increase in independents demonstrates the need for 
technicians and investors. This observation is even more true in 1990. The pro-
portion of specialized immigrants was 30% in 1988-1989 and 35% in 1989-1990. 
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Immigrants in the "business" category increased 39% over 1987-1988. On the 
other hand, while immigrants in the family category represented 41% of entries 
in 1989-1990, their numbers were 30% lower than in the previous year. How-
ever, a recent policy change indicated "it was the government's intent to con-
siderably reduce the number of entries for reasons of job availability." 33  The 
third program is for refugees. The annual number of refugees accepted since 
1985 has been about 10,000. Previous levels were slightly higher. 

Table 12. Distribution of the Enumerated Population Born Outside Australia 
in various Censuses, by Continent of Birth 

Year of 
Census 

Population Born 
Outside Australia Proportion by Birthplace 

Number % Africa America Asia Europe Oceania 

1901 857,576 22.7 0.3 1.5 5.5 87.9 3.0 
1911 756,865 17.0 0.7 1.5 4.9 87.8 4.3 
1921 839,579 15.4 0.8 1.4 3.6 88.6 4.7 
1938 903,273 13.6 0.9 1.3 2.7 89.4 5.2 
1947 744,187 9.8 1.0 1.6 3.2 87.6 6.1 
1954 1,286,455 14.3 1.2 1.1 4.0 89.8 3.5 
1961 1,778,780 16.9 1.6 1.1 4.4 89.7 2.9 
1971 2,579,318 20.2 2.4 2.2 6.5 85.2 3.5 
1976 2,718,832 20.1 2.6 3.0 8.8 81.3 3.9 
1981 3,003,834 20.6 3.0 3.2 12.4 73.3 7.1 

Source: Australian Immigration, Consolidated Statistics. 

Summary 

The three countries traditionally accepting the majority of known immigrants 
from the rest of the world have some traits in common and some differences. 

The dominant culture in the three countries is Anglo-Saxon. Historically 
they selected their immigrants through race criteria, preferring immigrants from 
Northern Europe, especially the British Isles. They abandoned these 
discriminatory policies at almost the same time - around the 1960s - to admit 
persons from other parts of the world, in particular from the greatest pool 
of humanity: Asia. They are countries with territory so vast that average 
population densities are low and they appear to have great capacity to accept 
immigrants. As well, the three countries increasingly control immigration. 

The differences lie mainly in the methods of control. All three countries 
have two categories of immigrants - those whose entry is limited and those 
who face no specific restraint. Only the United States sets annual quotas by 

33  Hawkins, 1989: 298. 
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country: Canada and Australia set objectives without rigid limits. All three 
countries are open to refugees but their policies differ. As a whole, the main 
program in the three countries is reunification of families, but Canada and 
Australia also emphasize the economic role of immigrants in the country 
(growth and bringing knowledge and skills). Up to now, the United States has 
given only cursory attention to this aspect (55,000 persons out of 270,000). 
However, a significant segment of immigrants to the three countries join the 
job market, despite their admittance category. No doubt because of overall 
recruitment policy, recent studies show that immigrants to the United States 
have salaries lower than native Americans; the reverse is true in Canada and 
Australia. 34  Immigration plays a much smaller role in the U.S. job market 
than in the other two countries, perhaps explaining why the United States is 
not very competitive in attracting skilled immigrants. Other persons consider 
that this situation results from unforeseen secondary effects of changes in the 
1965 Act in comparison to the past. The 1965 Act changed the origins of 
immigrants resulting in new arrivals that were less skilled than in previous 
periods. The new law is apt to change this situation. The proportion of 
immigrants coming from Europe, where the probability of recruiting highly-
skilled immigrants is high, is lower than in Canada and Australia (Table 13). 

Table 13. Immigrants to Australia, the United States and Canada, 
according to Continent of Birth, 1982-1986 

Place of 
Birth 

Country of Immigration 

Australia United States Canada 

Number % Number % Number % 

Africa 17,330 5.2 79,518 2.8 22,061 4.6 
America 21,570 6.5 1,072,936 37.4 117,204 24.3 

Asia 130,130 39.2 1,380,180 48.1 206,631 42.9 
Europe 120,390 36.3 317,672 11.1 129,649 26.9 

Oceania 42,490 12.8 19,133 0.7 6,284 1.3 
Other 20 -- 75 -- 235 -- 

Total 331,930 100.0 2,869,514 100.0 482,064 100.0 

Source: Statist .cal Yearbooks from Australia, the United States and Canada. 

How desirable is immigration? 

This question would have seemed incongruous in the past and would still 
seem so to many who believe that immigration fosters growth and consequently 
increased economic well-being. However, some people in the three countries 
have always had reservations about large-scale immigration. Especially in slow 
economic periods, immigrants are seen to take jobs from citizens. Recent 

34  Borjas, 1990. 
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studies in the United States and Canada cast doubt on this, mainly because 
immigrants and citizens are not in a competitive but rather in a complemen-
tary situation." There are also arguments about the contribution immigra-
tion makes to the country's economy. While recognizing that these countries 
were founded on immigration, some, from the short-term view, say they doubt 
the benefits of immigration. They argue that the immigrant, not the country, 
benefits from the move. They demonstrate that economies of scale are 
negligible and they suspect that, on average, immigrants cost more in social 
assistance and language training than they contribute through spending. 36  
This might ignore, however, that the long term wealth of a whole is the sum 
of the wealth of its parts, although it brings to light that immigrants cost the 
country a significant amount at the time of arrival and during integration into 
the society, apart from the risk of social problems arising later. 

MIGRATION IN EUROPE 

Introduction 

The traditional immigration countries changed their immigration policies 
one after another in the mid-1960s. This certainly was not by chance nor did 
it reflect a simple desire to diversify the ethnic character of their populations. 
Europe had once been the source of almost the entire population of the 
Americas and Australia. Now, if it represented only a secondary fraction of 
the flow of immigrants, it is because things had changed in Europe. We shall 
see in the following pages how the phenomenon of searching for work, which 
spread to the Middle East and the Americas themselves, began in this part 
of the world. It must be remembered that the South-North pressure, which 
is now characterized as pressure put on the industrialized countries by Third 
World countries, was historically from Southern Europe on Western and 
Northern Europe. After growth ended in 1973, Europeans took stock of the 
results of 20 years of open migration. Since the European economy has become 
more international and a rival economy has failed, understanding what hap-
pened in Europe can help to clarify the American and Canadian situations. 

In 1980, the United Nations published a historical table of net migration 
in Europe from 1950 to 1974. 37  The table followed conventional geographic 
divisions, delineating four Europes: Eastern, Northern, Mediterranean and 
Western. Using statistics published annually by the various countries, the 
author has attempted to update this table to 1988. 

35  Borjas: 1990 and Economic Council of Canada. 
36  New Faces in the Crowd, a summary report of the Economic Council of Canada, 1991. p. 8 

and after. 
37  Trends and Characteristics of International Migrations since 1950. United Nations, Demogaphic 

studies, no. 64. New York. 1980. 
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Table 14. Net  Migration Estimates for Selected European Countries, 
1950-1988 (in thousands) 

Area and Country 
Net Migration Estimates 

1950-1960• 1960-1970• 1970-1980• 1980-1988• 

Total -3,011 4,641 1,712 1,459 

Eastern Europe - 2,741 -1,031 - 960 -773 
Bulgaria -163 -15 - 145 -32 
Czechoslovakia 0 - 174 - 49 -82 
East Germany - 2,056 - 433 - 89 -159 
Hungary -164 9 -13 0 1  
Poland - 220 -306 - 560 -403 
Romania -138 -112 -104 _982 

Northern Europe - 500 - 278 - 124 106 
Denmark -52 20 31 31 
Finland - 73 -164 - 6 9 
Ireland -397 -161 -100 -115 
Norway -14 4 40 61 
Sweden 93 204 126 66 
United Kingdom - 57 -181 - 215 54 

Southern Europe -3,475 -3,676 - 137 976 
Greece - 196 -364 160 111 
Italy -1,166 -792 -223 537 
Malta -43 -35 -5 2 
Portugal -662 -1,234 -42 191 
Spain -826 -551 -27 135 
Yugoslavia - 582 -700 N/A N/A 

Western Europe 3,705 4,919 2,933 1,150 
Austria - 141 38 74 N/A 
Belgium 59 152 111 - 24 
France 1,080 2,177 731 167 
Germany 2,546 2,047 1,854 637 
Luxembourg 7 15 27 7 
Netherlands - 142 92 329 188 
Switzerland 296 398 - 193 175 

N/A: Data not available. 
1  1980-1986. 
2  1980-1984. 
Source: • Data published by the United Nations: Trends and characteristics of International 

Migrations since 1950, Demographic Studies No. 64. - ST/ESA/SER.A/64. 
" National statistics. The net migration has been calculated by subtracting natural increase 

from the total growth of the population. 

Generally, several observations are suggested: 

(1) Eastern Europe, then composed of communist countries, had significant 
losses - 1 million to 2.7 million people in every decade since 1950; 

(2) Countries in the three other European regions have predominantly market 
economies, and quite different histories since the end of the war. Only 
one region, Western Europe, has always had a positive balance sheet. 
Over 38 years, the total gain may have been some 13 million persons, and 
1960-1970 showed the highest gain of some 5 million persons; 
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(3) Northern Europe over the first three decades experienced progressively lower 
losses and showed an increase in the fourth decade; 

(4) Southern Europe showed the same pattern but the numbers are much higher. 
After a negative balance of 7 million from 1950 to 1970, the number dropped 
to negative 140,000 between 1970 and 1980, and grew to a positive balance 
of about 1 million for the last 10 years. 

Jobs and Workers 

After being severely affected by World War II, Western Europe experienced 
strong economic development in the post-war period. In facing the problem 
of rebuilding, it undertook economic restructuring by integrating its agents. 
This resulted in formation first of the European Coal and Steel Community and 
later the EEC (European Economic Community) in 1964. This in turn created a 
need for workers - a need the countries could not fill. They had experienced great 
losses in the war and were for the most part countries with declining fertility 
rates. 38  The free movement of workers was adopted in the EEC but this was of 
no great utility since the participating countries were short of workers. The need 
for labourers was so great that it persisted even after West Germany had taken 
in close to 2.5 million persons fleeing communist regimes in Eastern Europe, and 
despite France's repatriation of more than 1 million persons from former colonies 
(in particular, Algeria after the treaty of Evian). To a lesser extent, Belgium had 
repatriated people when the Congo became Zaire. If we concentrate on the two 
largest countries of Western Europe, we see that after 1957 Germany began to 
attract Italians, Spaniards, Yugoslavians, and Turks from Mediterranean Europe. 
Although Table 15 was compiled for 1975, it gives an idea, by counting workers, 
of immigration over the preceding years. 

France drew from almost the same sources as Germany, although with fewer 
immigrants from Turkey and more from Portugal. In general, the other smaller 
European countries had an identical history (Switzerland, Luxembourg, 
Netherlands and so on). Other countries, such as Morocco, also provided 
Western and Northern Europe with people. This demand for workers was in a 
way the positive side of a demo-economic situation of which the negative aspect 
was seen in the conjuncture in Southern Europe. Before World War H, Northern 
and Western Europe had rapidly industrialized and become urban, experiencing 
a coincident decline in fertility. Southern Europe remained less developed and 
rural and had a high birth rate. Only in the post-war period did mechanized 
agriculture increase which in turn freed workers. Some of these workers 
emigrated in the traditional way to America, but Europe had no problem in 
retaining significant numbers. An estimated 6.6 million foreign workers were 
employed in Western Europe in 1973, 39  representing one worker in seven. The 

38  Except for the Netherlands. 
39  Bernard Kayser: "European Migrations: The New Pattern", in IMR, vol. 11, 1977. 
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SOPEMI 

SOPEMI is the acronym for Systeme d'Observation Permanente des 
Migrations/Continuous Reporting System on Migration. This is one of 
many OECD bodies and is part of the Directorate for Social Affairs, 
Manpower and Education. This organization, which publishes an annual 
report, grew out of the need to coordinate many countries' data on 
immigrants, emigrants, workers, foreign populations and so forth. It has 
correspondents in the contributory countries. Because of this, SOPEMI 
is mainly a secretariat, collecting information and distributing it 
unaltered. Consequently, the concepts vary from one country to another, 
as do the time frames for the statistics. The same is true for quality of 
information, since the agencies responsible for collecting the data do not 
work with the same bases and so on. Moreover, not all countries are 
members. SOPEMI is thus a source of important information, improving 
with time, but with some very marked shortcomings. On the other hand, 
we find some specialists' analyses of the present situation of particular 
topical interest. 

majority came from the South. SOPEMI provides similar figures for 1975. 
The 1973 "oil crisis" slowed economic activity throughout the Western World. 
Europe was particularly affected. This slowdown meant fewer workers were 
needed so fewer workers came in (Table 16). Most European countries had 
planned previously that foreigners would return home when their work was 
no longer required. 4° Things did not work out that way. In Germany, they 
refer to this idea saying: "We expected workers and men arrived." 

From 1974 to 1978, studies 4 I show that the number of foreign workers 
dropped by about 775,600, at least in the four countries with available statistics -
Austria, Germany, Switzerland and France. On the other hand, foreign popula-
tions grew in the Netherlands, Sweden and Belgium by about 85,800. So the 
decline in foreign workers in Europe is not such a prominent trend as is 
sometimes thought, especially since the reduction stems from persons return-
ing to countries of origin, those retiring from jobs without leaving the country 
as well as from a decrease in entries. Table 17 and Figure 5 show this 
phenomenon for Germany. 

By collating the figures from SOPEMI, an estimated 600,000 workers may have 
returned - 235,000 to Italy, 200,000 to Spain, 145,000 to Yugoslavia, 100,000 
to Turkey and 60,000 to Greece - between 1974 and 1975. By extrapolation, 

40  Only France and Belgium considered demographic matters when they opened their borders. 
41  A. Lebon and G. Falchi in "New developments in intraeuropean migrations since 1974". In 

International Migration Review, Volume 14, 1980. 
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Table 17. Foreign Residents and Migration Flows to West Germany 
(in thousands) 

Year In- 
migrants' 

Out- 
migrants2  

Net 
Migration 

Number of 
Foreign 

Residents 3  

1973 869 526 343 3,966 
1974 538 580 —42 4,127 
1975 366 600 — 234 4,090 
1976 387 515 —128 3,948 
1977 423 452 —29 3,948 
1978 456 406 50 3,981 
1979 545 366 179 4,144 
1980 631 386 245 4,453 
1981 501 416 85 4,630 
1982 313 433 —120 4,667 
1983 273 425 — 152 4,535 
1984 331 545 — 214 4,364 
1985 398 367 31 4,366 
1986 478 348 130 4,483 
1987 472 334 138 4,630 
1988 649 359 290 4,489 

I  Movements accounted for in municipal registers (including asylum seekers) and quoted in the 
central foreign population register. 

2  Movements accounted for on municipal registers, and reported on the central foreign population 
register. This includes the out-migration of asylum seekers who were not admitted to the country 
as political refugees. 

3  Data as of 30 September of every year, based on the central foreign population register, 
summarizing the data collected in the municipal registers. The numbers may be overestimated, 
since the out-migration is not always registered. 

Source: SOPEMI, OECD, 1983, 1988, 1989, tables B2.1, B3.1, and B4.1. 

an estimated 1 million workers left between 1973 and 1978. (Lebon and Falchi 
mention a figure of 1.5 million, including workers from North Africa.) This 
reverse flow of workers was not always spontaneous. Many foreign workers 
did not look forward to returning to a country they had left because of poor 
economic conditions. Many measures were taken to encourage workers to 
return to their countries but none proved fully satisfactory. 

France tried three methods: 

(1) a subsidy for returning, 

(2) professional training, and 

(3) aid for creation of enterprises. 
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Annual resulting returns are estimated at 75,000 between 1975 and 1982, 
and 40,000 from 1983 to 1986. 42  

- Germany tried to facilitate returns, in particular to Turkey. It also subsidized 
immigrants returning to Yugoslavia in 1976. 43  

- The REMPLOD project in the Netherlands (1977) to resettle Yugoslavian 
workers in their own country, and the creation of co-operatives and 
banks by and for Turkish and Greek repatriates, are other examples of 
efforts to encourage workers to leave countries where they were no longer 
required. 

These modest successes made people realize the considerable personal, social 
and economic implications - for countries sending and receiving immigrants -
of migration organized too simplistically in the 20th century European environ-
ment. Germany's GESTARBEITERS especially highlight the mistaken belief 
that migratory movements among unspecialized workers result from simple 
calculations of economic advantages by individuals. This episode reveals that 
migratory movements tend to create ethnic communities, that organize migra-
tion networks which are not easily prohibited in the host country. France and 
England originated the formation of such networks by assimilating foreign 
populations to Western values during their long colonial regimes in Africa, 
the Caribbean, India and so on. Over the period studied, these networks have 
been used by foreign populations to settle in the traditional mother countries" 
(see study of the United Kingdom below). 

Foreign Population 

The tables created with SOPEMI statistics show that foreigners in Euro-
pean countries have not declined since the 1973 oil crisis. Entries and exits, 
controlled by a gamut of regulations adopted for each country, along with 
births, deaths and naturalizations, have even resulted in a small increase. The 
principal factor has been reunification of families. In 1989, Germany had 
5 million foreigners; 33% were Turkish, 13% Yugoslavian and 11% Italian. 
There were 1,689,300 foreign workers.° Faced with the impossibility of sen-
ding back foreign workers and also with a certain amount of need for workers 
resulting from slight, scattered economic upturns, and faced with moral 

42  G. Tapinos in "Pour une introduction au debat contemporain" in La mosaIque en France - 
Histoire des strangers et de l'immigration en France, Larousse, 1988. 

43  Agreements between the countries of Bade-Wurtenberg and Croatia to train 50 Yugoslavian 
workers. 

44 Alejandro Portes, IMR, vol. 23. 
43  Hoilig, Gerhard, Thomas Buttner and Wolfgang Lutz, Germany's Population: Turbulent Past, 

Uncertain Future, Population Reference Bureau, Publication No. 45, December 1990. 
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obligations making extradition unacceptable, European countries have thus 
favoured reunification, been sensitive to requests for political exile and finally 
opted to integrate and possibly assimilate the foreign population. 46  

Table 18. Foreign Residents and Migration Flows to the Netherlands 
(in thousands) 

Year 
In- 

migrants' 
Out- 

migrants2  
Net 

Migration 

Number of  Foreign 
Residents3  

1973 N/A N/A N/A 283 
1974 N/A N/A N/A 315 
1975 N/A N/A N/A 345 
1976 N/A N/A N/A 363 
1977 50 25 25 376 
1978 56 24 32 400 
1979 72 24 48 432 
1980 80 24 56 473 
1981 50 25 25 521 
1982 41 28 13 547 
1983 36 28 8 552 
1984 37 27 10 559 
1985 46 24 22 553 
1986 53 24 29 568 
1987 61 21 40 592 
1988 58 21 37 624 

N/A: Not available. 
1  These numbers correspond to the recorded number of foreign residents in municipal registers, 

including asylum seekers. 
2  These numbers correspond to departures of foreign residents, accounted for in municipal registers. 

The real flows are underestimated. 
3  Number of persons recorded in municipal registers, as of 31 December of each year. 
Source: SOPEMI, OCED; 1983, tables B2.3, B3.2, and B4.3; 1988 and 1989, tables B2.4, B3.3 

and, B4.4. 

Naturalization 

Integration and assimilation are not, however, quite the same as naturalization. 
The data on European naturalization are not as adequate as those established 
for the United States and Canada. However, by reporting the annual natural-
izations among the foreign population in the country, we obtain an indication 
of how easily these countries incorporate new arrivals. For 1988, for example, 
we have the following percentages: Norway, 2.5%; Sweden, 4.3%; Belgium, 
0.2%; Netherlands, 1.5%; France 1.3%; Germany, 0.8%; Switzerland, 1.1%. 

46  By integration we mean allowing the foreign population to develop in the host country while 
respecting the foreign population's customs, way of life, language, and so on. Assimilation 
is a further step; the foreigner becomes a person of the country, adopts its language and culture, 
benefits from all its advantages and incurs all its duties. 
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'Bible 19. Foreign Residents and Migration Flows to Sweden 
(in thousands) 

Year In- 
migrants' 

Out- 
migrants2  

Net 
Migration 

Number of 
Foreign 

Residents3 

1973 25 30 — 5 398 

1974 32 20 12 401 

1975 38 21 17 410 

1976 40 19 21 418 

1977 39 15 24 424 

1978 32 16 16 424 

1979 32 16 16 424 

1980 34 21 13 422 

1981 27 21 6 414 

1982 26 20 6 406 

1983 22 17 5 397 

1984 26 15 11 391 

1985 28 14 14 389 

1986 34 15 19 391 

1987 37 12 25 401 

1988 45 12 33 421 

: Number of new residence notifications (including asylum seekers) addressed to local authorities 
by foreigners. Certain citizens from Nordic countries, only planning a short stay, may not be 
accounted for. 

2  Number of foreigners who indicated to local authorities that they were terminating their residency 
in Sweden. Some foreigners, mainly from Nordic countries, may not be included in these counts. 
The out-migration may therefore be underestimated. 

3  These numbers, for 31 December of each year, have been obtained through the notifications 
of residence, addressed to local authorities, by foreigners. Some citizens, mainly from Nordic 
countries, may not be included in these numbers, since the duration of their work permits is 
very short. 

Source: SOPEMI, OECD; 1983 tables B2.4, B3.3, and B4.4; 1988 and 1989 tables B2.5, B3.4, 
and B4.5. 

Even if not entirely accurate, such low figures show that European countries 
are not open and people do not become citizens in the same way as in the 
new world. In 1990, for example, a foreigner had to provide proof of legal 
residence in Germany for eight consecutive years before being eligible for 
German citizenship. On the other hand, a person arriving in Germany and 
giving proof of even distant German origin immediately obtained citizenship 
(see traditional immigration countries). 
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Table 20. Foreign Residents and Number of Immigrants to France 
(in thousands) 

Year In- 
migrants' 

Number of 
Foreign Residents 

1973 N/A 3,873 

1974 N/A 4,038 

1975 N/A 4,106 

1976 N/A 4,205 

1977 67 4,237 

1978 50 4,170 

1979 49 4,124 

1980 51 4,168 

1981 95 4,224 

1982 164 4,459 

1983 87 N/A 

1984 73 N/A 

1985 71 3,752 

1986 65 N/A 

1987 67 N/A 

1988 78 N/A 

N/A: Not available. 
I  These numbers correspond to the new permanent foreign workers controlled by OMI, and to 

foreigners admitted for family reunion purposes, excluding residents from the EEC (workers 
and family) who have not been admitted by the OMI. These figures include asylum seekers. 

Source: SOPEMI, OECD; 1983 tables B2.2 and B4.2; 1988 tables 3, B2.3, and B4.3; 1989 tables 
1, B2.3, and B4.3. 

Mediterranean Europe 

During the 1960s, these countries experienced net emigration, and in the 
1970s and early 1980s the emigrants returned. Now the Mediterranean penin-
sulas - Greece, Italy, Spain and even Portugal - are countries where people 
choose to come. Even though these countries are less attractive economically 
than countries in Western Europe, they interest people from North Africa, 
the Middle East, Eastern Europe and even from the Far East, precisely because 
Western European countries have a marked tendency to close their doors. In 
addition to these immigrants, South Americans of Mediterranean origin are 
returning to the countries of their ancestors. But in this sphere, as elsewhere, 
we must not take too simplistic a view. In fact, while people from North Africa 
are settling in Italy, Greece or Spain, others are leaving these countries to work 
in Libya, Algeria or the Middle East. Turkey sees as many people leave for 
Italy as for Iran. 
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Table 21. Foreign Residents and Migration Flows to Switzerland 
(in thousands) 

Year In- 
an migrants ' 

Out- 
migrants2  

Net 
Migration 

Number of 
Foreign 

Residents 3  

1973 90 73 17 1,051 

1974 68 81 -13 1,065 

1975 54 121 -67 1,013 

1976 54 110 -56 959 

1977 55 84 -29 933 

1978 53 64 -11 898 

1979 57 56 1 884 

1980 71 64 7 893 

1981 80 64 16 910 

1982 75 63 12 926 

1983 58 62 -4 926 

1984 59 56 3 932 

1985 59 54 5 940 

1986 67 53 14 956 

1987 72 54 18 979 

1988 76 56 20 1,007 

I  Number of foreigners who obtained a year-long residence permit, including those who hold 
an establishment authorization (permanent permit) who entered Switzerland after a temporary 
stay in a foreign country. The numbers include holders of short-term permit holders, like trainees, 
who have the right to stay in Switzerland for a period of less than 12 months, but the permit 
is not renewable. Starting 1 January, 1983, holders of short-term permits valid for a period 
of less than 12 months are no more taken into account. Seasonal and border workers are not 
included. 

2  Number of foreigners holding a year-long authorization (including holders of short-term, 
non-renewable, residence permit, like trainees) and those who benefit from an establishmnet 
authorization (permanent permit) who left Switzerland. Since 1 January, 1983, holders of short-
term permits valid for a period of less than 12 months are no more taken into account. These 
numbers include holders of an establishment authorization who went to another country for 
a temporary stay. Seasonal and border workers are not included. 

3  Number of foreigners registered as of 31 December of each year, holding a year-long residence 
permit (including those holding a short-term residence permit, like trainees) and holders of an 
establishment authorization (permanent permit). Since 1 January, 1983, hoders of short-term 
permits valid for a period of less than 12 months are no more taken into account. Seasonal 
and border workers are not included. 

Source: SOPEM1, OECD; 1983 tables B2.5, B3.4 et B4.5; 1988 and 1989 tables B2.6, B3.5 and 
B4.6. 
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Figure 5 

Net Migration and Number of Foreign Permanent Residents, 
1973-1988 (in thousands) 
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Immigration to the United Kingdom 

The United Kingdom, more so than France or Germany, has experienced 
profound change since World War H in its relations with the rest of Europe 
and especially with the countries of its huge former empire. Before making 
any attempt to summarize the history of migration to the United Kingdom 
since the war, it is important to remember: 

(1) Information collection, in spite of improvements since 1964, is still far 
from perfect in the United Kingdom. Figures published by the Interna-
tional Passenger Survey (IPS) provide only an estimate of immigrants, 
using the number of travellers as a base. In 1975, the IPS noted 17,861,700 
passenger arrivals and 17,893,000 departures on monitored routes (mainly 
air routes). Of this total, only 117,200 arrivals and 172,100 departures were 
interviewed. Among them were 2,800 immigrants and 4,500 emigrants. 
Using these figures, it was concluded that 192,000 immigrated and 238,000 
emigrated for the year. 47  (sic) 

Movement figures published by the Home Office vary markedly from 
those of the IPS. For a long time, foreigners and members of the Common-
wealth were counted separately, but they were not as strictly kept in both 
cases. The published figures are questionable. In 1975, the Home Office 
Secretary had to announce to the House that net migration for the New 
Commonwealth was not 17,000 as published, but 86,000! 

(2) For immigration, the United Kingdom has always concentrated on persons 
coming from the Empire (Old and New Commonwealth). 

(3) As in France, attitudes toward migratory movements have always been 
strongly political. Succeeding governments have always had opposing views 
on freedom or restriction of movement. 

As each new country was admitted to the Commonwealth, the British began 
to emigrate there. An emigration committee after World War I provided free 
transportation for former military personnel and their families wanting to farm 
or who had an employment offer in one of these countries." Only the Depres-
sion reversed British net migration for 10 years from negative to positive. 
Again, returning British citizens and not foreign immigration were the cause. 
But slowly, over the decades, fertility has dropped in the United Kingdom to 
the point where those entering the job market after World War II were not 
sufficient to fill the needs of industry. Europe obviously could not provide 
the necessary immigrants and Great Britain was worried about massive arrivals 

47  U.K. "Statistics on Immigration. Development and Limitations", David Coleman in IMR, 
vol. 21, 1987, No. 80. 

48  Commonwealth Migration, T.E.Smith, McMillan Press Ltd. 1981. ISBN 0-33-27898-4. 
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of foreigners, fearing integration problems. Emigration remained relatively 
high and the annual migratory balance was negative. That was the "brain 
drain" period. Aside from the United States, Australia attracted many immi-
grants by paying the costs of transportation (see note 31). From 1948 to 1962, 
the annual number of emigrants was about 42,000 to Australia. Canada ac-
cepted 30,000. A few tens of thousands chose New Zealand and a few more went 
to Rhodesia and South Africa. During this period, Great Britain took in Polish 
immigrants (95,000), prisoners of war who asked to remain (125,000) and 310,000 
refugees from Eastern Europe, apart from the regular flow from Ireland.° 

The first immigrants from the new Commonwealth, the former colonies, 
began slowly to appear in 1948. The catalyst was that soldiers recruited in India, 
Pakistan, the Caribbean and West Africa became familiar with Great Britain 
during the war. 

Colonists were not familiar with Great Britain. The few who went to Britain 
were members of a small elite and their stay was temporary - for study or 
training. Beginning in 1950, workers from the Caribbean entered the country 
by virtue of membership in the Commonwealth and the need for workers in 
the United Kingdom. After slowing down from 1956 to 1959, movement 
accelerated rapidly in 1960. In 1961 and 1962, entries from India and Pakistan 
became significant and the migratory potential of these countries overcame 
Great Britain's qualms. Entry restraints to the former mother country were 
erected for these subjects of Her Majesty. Entry of West Indians, which had 
started the movement, did not provoke such restraints. 

These restraints affected freedom. They authorized categories of immigrants: 

(1) persons who, on arrival, had a work contract from an employer; 

(2) persons with particular qualifications but no firm job (doctors, nurses, 
teachers); 

(3) persons who had served in the armed forces; 

(4) and finally, others at the discretion of the government. Obviously, 
immediate family members were admitted. 

The 1961 Census in Britain indicated that 581,000 were born in one of the 
new Commonwealth countries (including some children of British nationals 
posted there) and only 110,000 from the old Commonwealth (Canada, 
Australia and New Zealand). Table 23 summarizes the situation, showing 
annual balances of migratory movements. Net  migration figures indicate low 
immigration and maintenance of traditional emigration up to 1957. From 1958 
to 1962, immigration increased from the new Commonwealth and then it 
slowed with the new 1962 Immigration Act. 

49  T.E.Smith, Commonwealth Migration Flows and Policies, McMillan Press, 1981. 
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"BRAIN DRAIN" 

This term was first used in 1962 by the Belisle Royal Society, to 
characterize the departure of British engineers and scientists for the 
United States. Since then, the concept has been broadened, and refers 
to the selection process that generally occurs when the best trained 
members of developing countries migrate. Indeed, because of their skills, 
these members can easily satisfy the selection criteria of welcoming coun-
tries. This "brain drain" is a secondary effect of the aid given by 
industrialized countries to the Third World, especially in the fields of 
education and professional training. 

Public opinion does not always condone this process'. One can hastily 
judge that the "brain drain" deprives the underdeveloped countries of 
their elite, and curbs the development of non-industrialized countries, 
thereby increasing the differences between the industrialized and the non-
industrialized worlds. However, in sustaining this thesis, one overlooks 
the fact that in certain countries, specialized human capital is scarcely 
used, or not used at alP. Doctors, engineers, agronomists, and technicians 
cannot work to their full capacity because of a shortage of appropriate 
tools and infrastructure. Some might even be unemployed. It should also 
be acknowledged that by working in a developed country, these people 
contribute to a global welfare which, indirectly benefits their country of 
origin. Those countries also benefit directly from the money transfers 
sent to family members. 

Studies conducted by various economists showed that savings realized 
on opportunity costs reached $1.718 million in the United States in the 
fiscal year 1971-1972. In Canada, between $1 billion and $2.4 billion 
were saved between 1967 and 1973. 3  

Godfrey, Martin. The outflow of trained personnel from developing countries. 
E. C181.5/L.421, 12 nov. 1976. 

2  Johnson, Harry G. "An International model", in W. Adams ed., The Brain Drain, 
New York, McMillan, 1968. 

3  DeVorets and Maki. "The size and distribution of human capital transfers from LDC 
to Canada, 1966-1973", Economic Development and Cultural Change, 1980. 

Each year, only three-quarters of Britain's entry visas were used. However, 
as they tended to be monopolized by persons from India and Pakistan, an 
amendment set a limit of 15% per country to avoid massive entries from the 
Indian sub-continent. The 1962 Act did not affect those holding British 
passports, so Asian Africans who had not become citizens of countries that 
had become independent, particularly Kenya, took advantage of this situation 
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Table 23. Net  Migration to the United Kingdom, 1953-1964 

Year Net  Migration 

1953 —74,000 
1954 —32,000 
1955 —10,000 
1956 —17,000 
1957 —72,000 
1958 45,000 
1959 44,000 
1960 82,000 
1961 170,000 
1962 136,000 
1963 10,000 
1964 —17,000 

Source: Quoted in T.E. Smith, Commonwealth Migration. Flows and Policies, London, 
MacMillan Press, 1981. 

to settle in Great Britain around 1967. The 1968 Act closed this loophole by 
placing Asians resident in Africa under the Immigration Act. In brief, the whole 
period from 1962 to 1971 was marked by a policy aimed at containing the 
migratory pressure placed on the United Kingdom by countries in the new 
Commonwealth. This policy had more than economic motives, since unemploy-
ment was not such that it could have inspired these severe restrictions on 
immigration. It also resulted from fear of assimilation of people of different 
colours and other cultures. In 1971, only 1.9% of the population of England and 
Wales5° was born in one of the countries of the new Commonwealth - a million 
people. From 1964 to 1973, of all those arriving from the Commonwealth, 
36% came from the new Commonwealth, 21% from the old Commonwealth 
and 43% from South Africa. 

In contrast with the other countries in Western Europe, immigration in this 
period did not prevent emigration, especially to countries of the old Com-
monwealth, the so-called white Commonwealth (Australia, Canada, New 
Zealand and, of course, South Africa). This emigration took place because 
the people of the United Kingdom still saw greater possibilities in these overseas 
countries than at home. 

The United Kingdom and the Rest of the World 

Because of many exchanges with its old and new Commonwealth, the United 
Kingdom has had little to do with Europe. All records indicate a low level 
of exchanges with Europe. Only a few thousand Italians, Greeks and Portuguese 

5°  2.1% of Great Britain. 
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travelled to find work in the United Kingdom. Similarly, emigration from 
England to Western and Northern European countries was not significant at 
any time. If we believe the Home Office, the countries of the EEC sent about 
318,000 persons from 1968 to 1987 and 223,000 left the United Kingdom for 
one of these countries. Net  migration was thus about 95,000, or 5,000 per year. 
These movements are scarcely more significant than those for the same period 
for the United States - about 239,000 persons immigrated from and some 
217,000 emigrated to the U.S., for a balance of 22,000. Compare figures with 
movements to the old Commonwealth (730,000 immigrants, 1,532,000 emi-
grants) or the new Commonwealth (1,109,000 immigrants, 646,000 emigrants). 

The 1981 Census in Britain, showed the number of foreign-born at 3.4 
million - 6.3% of the total population. The foreign-born percentage was similar 
in Germany (7.4%) but much lower than in France (11%), where persons born 
in former colonies were also counted as foreign-born. When we consider the 
foreign-born from countries outside the British Empire - 1,086,277, only 2% 
of the British population - the figure is far lower than Canada's 16%. This 
figure of a million foreigners was reached with an addition of only 282,000 
in 20 years, an average rate of 14,000 a year. 

Table 25. Population of Great Britain by Place of Birth, 
1961, 1971, and 1981 

1961 1971 1981 

Number % Number % Number % 

Total Population 51,283,892 100.0 53,978,540 100.0 53,556,911 100.0 

Born in United Kingdom 49,626,734 96.8 50,669,780 93.9 50,197,086 93.7 

Born in the Old Commonwealth 110,329 0.2 142,825 0.3 152,747 0.3 
Including: 
- Canada 56,611 0.1 64,665 0.1 62,051 0.1 
- Australia, New Zealand 53,718 0.1 78,155 0.2 90,696 0.2 

Born in the New Commonwealth 581,424 1.1 1,151,090 2.2 1,325,175 2.6 
Including: 
- Africa 85,806 0.2 164,205 0.3 267,252 0.5 
- America 173,659 0.3 304,070 0.6 295,179 0.6 
- Asia, Oceania 286,322 0.6 638,285 1.2 875,801 1.7 
- Europe 34,678 0.1 44,350 0.1 45,293 0.1 

Others 965,405 1.9 2,014,845 3.6 1,881,903 3.4 

Source: Great Britain Censuses of 1961, 197 , and 1981. 

In 1981, Europeans accounted for only 430,400 of these foreigners, or 40%. 
Their numbers had also been declining since 1971, when the census counted 
632,700 out of 980,000 or 65%. Even these low figures reveal the tendency 
of Mediterranean Europeans to return to their countries. Italians numbered 
109,000 in 1971, and only 39,000 in 1981. 
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Among the other foreigners are small German and U.S. minorities, but the 
Irish community is largest with 607,428 persons, or 56%. 

The European Equation at the Turn of the Century 

It is well-known that in 1993, the countries of the European Economic Com-
munity (EEC), more numerous now than at its start, will be further united 
after a long process that was initiated after World War II. However, this com-
munity will remain very heterogeneous as to demographic and economic poten-
tial. The member countries are already very different in population composition 
and observers foresee many problems with population movement. 

- Internal mobility of legal foreigners does not seem to be a concern. It will 
no doubt be low, since the population is already aging and consequently 
less mobile. Moreover, it is substantially made up of unqualified workers 
who are less in demand everywhere and who have already adapted to the 
societies in which they live. 

- Mobility of outlying zones of the EEC to the centre. The heart of the EEC 
is far ahead in economic dynamism (France, Germany, Benelux, United 
Kingdom, to which should be added Switzerland) in comparison with the 
periphery (Greece, Spain, Portugal, Ireland) and there is a risk of signifi-
cant centripetal movement. However, we must take into account climatic 
advantages that can become decisive in a world increasingly free (through 
new technology) of the bonds that energy sources and basic materials have 
represented throughout the century. For the moment, the central EEC coun-
tries are on the way to experiencing shortages of specialized workers that 
will doubtless become increasingly significant." 

- Entry into the EEC by persons from outside who are now illegal. If present 
conditions remain unchanged, the appeal of a black market in jobs will be 
strong. The existence of immigrant settlements in EEC countries will 
facilitate clandestine flows. These flows will certainly be more difficult to 
control than in North America, especially Canada, because of the lack of 
natural borders in the EEC. 

Unexpected elements will certainly affect the course of events, but existing 
realities cause concern, too. The demographic potential of neighbouring coun-
tries is one such reality. In 2000, the Maghreb will have a population of 
72 million. Turkey will have 65 million. In 10 years, these two entities will 
have an increase of 11 million workers. 52  

51  INSEE. Horizon 2000. France will need 142,000 immigrant workers per year between 2000 
and 2009; 148,000 during the following decade and 180,000 thereafter if the fertility rate remains 
at 1.8. At 1.5, they will have to consider 315,000 workers per year. 

52  Gildas Simon, editor of Revue europeenne des migrations europeennes in "Social Europe 3/90". 
Commission of the European Communities. 
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Conclusion 

European migrations have gone through several phases: 

- From the end of the World War II to 1973, an appeal for workers from 
Western and Northern Europe resulted in heavy immigration from Medi-
terranean Europe; 

- From 1973 to the end of the decade, a mainly ineffective attempt was made 
to return immigrants who were no longer useful and were a burden on a 
stalled economy; 

- The 1980s, especially the second half, were marked by huge numbers of 
requests for asylum, particularly by persons from Eastern countries. 
Throughout this decade, Mediterranean Europe became a place that attracted 
immigrants from countries in the Maghreb, the South Sahara, the Middle 
East and Eastern Europe and at the same time admitted some of their own 
citizens coming home after their European venture. 

The current situation - the EEC integration and the foundering of the 
socialist economy - is particularly disturbing. Some fear a flood of persons 
moving from Eastern to Western Europe. The countries in the "Southern" 
bloc fear a unified Europe in a defensive posture, reinforcing its barriers against 
immigrants. They also see investments in the sinking socialist economy as a 
reduction in the amounts that they could have expected to increase develop-
ment and reduce pressure for emigration. 

But a reassuring element remains - the aging of the European population, 
which will increasingly deteriorate its demographic balance. In the near future, 
demand for qualified workers, and especially for workers in the services field, 
could end reluctance to renewed immigration. This renewed immigration is 
already deemed necessary by demographic and statistical agencies, and by the 
industrialists dealing directly with production. 

THE MIDDLE EAST 

Recent political developments may alter traditional population movement 
in the Middle East. However, it is doubtful that predominant trends can be 
reversed, even after the significant political and military events that have 
occurred. Economic forces are generally stronger and more persistent. 

Since ancient times, the Middle East has been a crossroads to and from the 
Mediterranean world (of which it was born) and Asia. The holy cities of the 
Judeo-Christian and Muslim worlds are in this region. Alexander the Great 
passed through the Middle East on his trek to India encountering difficulties 
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coming home - on "the march of the 10,000" as described in Xenophon's, 
Anabasis - similar to those the Kurds have recently experienced in their 
wanderings. But the wealth of the Middle East is no longer symbolized by 
the splendour of Babylon nor the magnificence of the cedars of Lebanon, but 
rather by Persian Gulf oil. 

All Middle Eastern countries except Israel have Third World characteristics -
high fertility, high illiteracy, women playing a small economic role, etc. At 
present, this world is divided into two distinct groups of Arab countries; one 
group oil-rich, the other not. Oil is not a recent discovery: it was known in 
ancient times and has been commercially developed since early in this cen-
tury, particularly since 1930. This was especially true in Iran where until 
recently, Abadan was the world's largest refinery and in Iraq, where the Mosal 
region has been known for its black gold for at least as long as Romania and 
the Caucasus. 

After World War II, demand for oil increased exponentially. The United 
States, until then the primary world supplier, was unable to satisfy this demand 
and was obliged gradually to move the "Red Line" west and even to import 
a great deal from the second Gulf," by then clearly producing the most oil. 

After centuries of turbulent history, the economic development produced 
by sudden fabulous wealth in the oil-producing countries set off very com-
plicated migratory movements. In the following paragraphs, the description 
of present circumstances has, of necessity, been painfully simplified. The reader 
must also keep in mind that in this summary overview we are dealing with 
facts rather than explanations. 

Every country in the world may have a certain amount of interest in the 
Middle East's economy. With regard to demographics and population 
movements, on the one hand we have the countries seeking workers: Saudi 
Arabia, Iraq, Kuwait, Bahrein, Qatar, the Arab Emirates, and Oman. On the 
other hand are the neighbours without oil resources: Egypt, Lebanon, Jordan, 
Syria, North and South Yemen and the Palestinian people, and more distant 
countries such as Sudan and Morocco, and even the countries of South and 
South East Asia. 

Briefly, the history of international migration shows that as soon as pro-
ducing countries become wealthy from the oil trade, they attract immigrants, 
first from the neighbouring Arab states. Policies concerning these immigrants 
have fluctuated from laissez-faire to more restrictive according to economic 
and also political conditions. Although indeed the borders of some of these 

53  Until the War, when people spoke of the Gulf in the oil world they meant the Gulf of Mexico 
where world price was fixed (Gulf plus) and The Red Line, running more or less North-South, 
defined on the map the countries that paid Gulf of Mexico price and those that paid Raz Tanura 
price. 
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countries have been drawn recently, their peoples are rooted in very ancient 
histories of both friendship and hostility between these of the same race and 
religion. A common feature of all wealthy countries is to have small popula-
tions, often much smaller before oil development. As a result they have a great 
need for workers to develop their assets or to transform their wealth into goods 
and services, and a fear that their national, religious, and ethnic integrity will 
be threatened by sudden large influxes of immigrants. Kuwait presents a good 
example of the prevailing situation in other similar countries. 

Table 26. Population of Kuwait from various Censuses 

Year Origin Males Females Total lo of 
Total 

go 
Intercensal  

Growth 

Annual 
Growth 

1957 Kuwait 59,154 54,468 113,622 55.03 - - 
Other 72,904 19,947 92,851 44.97 - - 
Total 132,058 74,415 206,473 100.00 - - 

1961 Kuwait 84,461 77,448 161,909 50.34 42.50 9.26 
Other 116,246 43,466 159,712 49.66 72.00 14.52 
Total 200,707 120,914 321,621 100.00 55.77 11.72 

1965 Kuwait 112,569 107,490 220,059 47.08 35.91 7.97 
Other 173,743 73,537 247,280 52.91 54.83 11.55 
Total 286,312 181,027 467,339 100.00 45.30 9.79 

1970 Kuwait 175,513 171,883 347,396 47.03 57.86 9.56 
Other 244,368 146,898 391,266 52.97 58.23 9.61 
Total 419,881 318,781 738,662 100.00 58.06 9.59 

1975 Kuwait 236,600 235,488 472,088 47.25 35.98 6.32 
Other 307,168 215,581 522,749 52.55 33.60 5.96 
Total 543,768 451,063 994,831 100.00 34.68 6.14 

1980 Kuwait 280,649 284,964 565,613 41.65 19.81 3.68 
Other 495,990 296,349 792,339 58.35 51.57 8.67 
Total 776,639 581,313 1,357,952 100.00 36.50 6.42 

1985 Kuwait 338,796 342,492 681,288 40.14 20.44 3.79 
Other 626,501 389,512 1,016,013 59.86 28.23 5.10 
Total 965,297 732,004 1,697,301 100.00 24.99 4.56 

Source: 1957-1980: Population Figures from Kuwait Facts and Figures, Ministry of Information, 
1984; 1985: State of Kuwait, Annual Statistical Abstract 1987, p. 25. Table 9; percen-
tages calculated by the author. I.M.R. Vol. 23, 1989 by Sharon Stanton Russell. Politics 
and Ideologies in Migration Policies Formation: The Case of Kuwait. 

From 1957 to 1985, Kuwait's population increased from 206,473 (Table 26) 
to 1,697,301, an average annual increase of 7.8%. No country achieves this 
kind of demographic growth without a great deal of immigration. It is diffi-
cult to determine net migration, but the gross increase in non-Kuwaiti population 
between those two dates - 8.9% per year - gives some idea of the numbers 
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Table 27. Placing of Workers Under Contract to Middle East Countries 
by Specific Asian Countries, 1976-1986 

Country 1976 1980 1983 1984 1985 1986 

India 4,200 236,200 220,797 198,810 160,555 109,951 
Philippines 7,812 132,044 323,414 311,517 266,617 262,758 
Pakistan 41,690 129,847 128,206 88,460 101,000 62,000 
Korea 21,269 124,834 140,100 116,050 N/A N/A 
Bangladesh 5,559 29,815 59,220 56,753 77,694 36,852 
Sri Lanka 526 24,053 68,905 N/A N/A N/A 
Thailand 1,287 20,690 63,520 67,468 61,083 72,673 
Indonesia 1,200 4,950 N/A 36,582 45,129 N/A 

N/A: Not available. 
Source: Ministry of Labour, New Delhi; Philippine Overseas Employment Administration, Manila; 

ARTEP, Impact of Out and Return Migration on Domestic Employment in Pakistan; 
Hyunho Deok , Republic of Korea, in G. Gunatilleke, Migration of Asian Workers to 
the Middle East; A.M. Siddiqui, The Economic and Non-Economic Impact of Labour 
Migration from Bangladesh in F. Arnold and N. Shah, Asian Labour Migration; Central 
Bank of the Philippines; Protector of Emigrants, Bombay; Ministry of Planning, Colombo, 
BMET Annual Reports, Dkaka; Office of Labour Administration, Seoul; Department 
of Labour, Bangkok; National Economic and Social Development Board, Bangkok; 
Department of Manpower, Jakarta. 

In J.S. Birks, I.J.. Seccombe et C.A. Sinclair, "Labour Migration in the Arab Gulf States, Patterns, 
Trends and Prospects", International Migration vol. XXVI, no. 3, 1988. 

entering the country. 54  Bringing together these figures reveals two things: a 
large number of immigrants and the country's reluctance to assimilate them, 
despite periods when efforts were made at what was called Kuwaitization, 55  
(as there had been efforts at Saudization, Bahreinization and so on). These 
initiatives were more bookkeeping operations than true assimilation. Coun-
tries proceeded with naturalization at that time to keep the percentage of foreigners 
rather low. But these efforts did not last long. 

For many reasons, at the same time as these countries were taking people 
in from the neighbouring Arab world, they sought out Asian workers (Table 27), 
especially recently. It was put forward that Asian workers were more efficient, 
that Arab immigrants were more interested in commerce, services and admin-
istration, and were, on average, less efficient in construction and manufac-
turing jobs. In addition, Asians were paid lower salaries, and because they 
were recruited by international agencies (the Korean system), presented less 
risk of remaining in the country. 

54  Increase in Kuwaiti population between the two dates is due not only to natural growth, but 
also to naturalizations and to offspring of the entire population. 

55  90,000 in Kuwait between 1961 and 1970, in Politics and Ideology in Migration Policy Formulation: 
the case of Koweit. S.S.Russel, IMR, vol. 23, 1989, p. 35. 
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Table 28. GCC: Foreign Manpower by Nationality Group and Country 
of Employment, 1985 1  

Employed in 

Nationality 
Group Bahrain Kuwait Oman Qatar Saud! 

United 
Arab Total 

Arabia Emirates 

Arabia 7,600 252,900 20,900 16,400 1,154,200 95,500 1,547,500 
Southern Asia 70,900 242,700 280,800 46,200 1,126,300 447,700 2,214,600 
South-East Asia 10,700 31,200 4,600 4,000 968,400 25,000 1,043,900 
Other 7,700 17,100 7,800 4,100 273,800 30,300 340,800 
Total 96,900 543,900 314,100 70,700 3,522,700 598,500 5,146,800 

GCC: Gulf Cooperation Council. 
Source: State of Bahrain, Central Statistical Organizations, Statistical Abstract; State of Bahrain, 

Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs, Annual Report on Foreign Employment, 1984; 
State of Kuwait, Central Statistical Office, Annual Statistical Abstract, 1986; State of Kuwait, 
Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs, Annual Report on Expatriate Employment, 1985; 
Sultanate of Oman, Directorate General of National Statistics, Statistical Yearbook, 1986; 
State of Qatar, Central Statistical Organisation Annual Statistical Abstract, 1986; State 
of Qatar, Central Statistical Organizations, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, Central Depart-
ment of Statistics, Statistical Yearbook, 1984; Saudi Economic Survey (Weekly); UAE, 
Central Statistical Department, Annual Statistical Abstract, 1984; Emirate of Abu Dhabi, 
Department of Planning, Statistical Yearbook, 1985. 

In: Birks, J.S., I.J. Seccombe and C. Sinclair, 1988. "Labour Migration in the Arab Gulf 
States. Patterns, Trends and Prospects", Migrations Internationales, Quaterly Review of Inter-
governmental Committee on Migration, 3 September: 274. 

The immigrant population in Gulf countries is mainly, but not exclusively, 
workers. In 1985, non-nationals represented 71% of workers in Saudi Arabia, 
81% in Kuwait and Qatar and 91% in the Arab Emirates. Of these 5.1 million 
workers, 63% came from Asia (43% from South Asia and 20% from South 
East Asia). Arabs made up 30% of non-national workers. 

It would be erroneous to see non-nationals involved only in construction, 
manufacture and commerce. The greatest number, almost 30%, are employed 
in services and some work in agriculture and fishing. Surprisingly, only 1.1% 
work in mining and the petroleum industry where, however, they make up 
55% of the workforce (Table 28). 

Despite very strict entry control and very stringent laws limiting opportunities 
for settling in the country of entry, governments know that there are illegal 
immigrants. Many are extradited, but some, especially Arab workers, succeed 
in settling. The wages they earn are much higher than if they returned to their 
own countries, outweighing the risks of extradition. 56  

56  J.S. Birks, J. Seecombe, and A. Sinclair, "Labour Migration in the Arab Gulf States: Patterns, 
Trends and Prospects", in Migrations Internationales, vol. XXVI, no. 3, 1988. 
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REMITTANCES 

One aspect of migration, well-known to specialists but less so to the 
general public, is the economic benefits of temporary migration to emigration 
countries. When the migrants are mainly workers, there is a beneficial 
easing of pressure on their job market. But if all or part of their families 
remain in the emigration country, the expatriate workers will send home 
part of their earnings. Money is thus injected into the emigration country's. 
economy. The real benefit in the short or long term for the emigration 
country is a controversial topic. Some claim that these injections of money 
have had only limited benefit because they were used to buy consumer 
goods manufactured in the immigration countries and therefore the money 
was very quickly returned to the: immigration countries. These inputs 
may also have had an inflationary effect on prices of land and durable 
goods. Others have replied that over :the:long term, part of these money 
injections were actually used tastart new businesses in the emigration 
coiintriesFihally; some` countries, : such as Asian countries dealing 
Arab countries, use placement agencies:,to deal directly with countries 
needing workers. In this case, sums are  from the workerP ear-
nings and injected into their countries' economies. 

This sourceof funds is of prime importance to many countries. The 
amounts are unknown because we cannot account for unofficial sums:
of money or for non-monetary things such as objects, services and so 
on. In its 1984 report, the World Bank gave figures of $3 billion in 1970 
and $27 billion in 1980, which indicate the'growing importance of this 
aspect of international migration to world economic development. Countries 
such as Egypt and the countries in the Maghreb, to name only a few, 
depend greatly on this revenue for survival. Institutions like the 

In fact, these countries during the short recent period have had to change 
their population policies several times to reconcile continually the ideologies 
and diverse interests of certain powerful segments of their elite, and to come 
to terms with a reality their leaders have difficulty controlling. 

For example, the basic laws in Kuwait, enacted in the early 1960s (a foreign 
residents act in 1959, a nationality act in 1959, a labour act in 1964, a 
commercial companies act in 1960 and Act 1 in 1962, creating the Ministry 
of the Interior), bear witness to the contradictory objectives to be reconciled 
in immigration: 
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World Monetary Fund, the Asian Development Bank, the Habib Bank of 
Pakistan and authors such as Kim, Korale Stahl, AbeIla, Arnold and 
Shah have given dollar amounts for the funds received and the significance 
of these funds in the national economies. 

Thus, Pakistan received $2.81 billion dollars in 1983, which paid for 
50.3% of its imports. This sum almost equalled total revenues from 
exports (97.7%). Ir was 11% of the GNP and more than twice what the 
country received in international aid (209.4%). 

Country 
Values 

in 
US$ 

% 
of 

exports 

% 
of 

imports 
of 

GNP 

% 
of 

foreign 
aid 

Bangladesh (1983) 610 84.2 28.2 5.6 42.2 

India (1980' 1,600 19.3 1I:5 1.3 56.7 

Pakistan (1984) 2,405 91.4 37.3 8.6 N/A 

Philippines (1983) 955 19.1 12.8 3.6 178.2 

South Korea (1982) 1,538 7.0 6.3.  2.3 2,050.7 

Sri Lanka (1984) 301 20.6 15.6 5.1 N/A 

Portugal (1989) 3;581 N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Italy (1988) 2,755 N/A N/A N/A N/A 

N/A: not available 

- to ensure economic growth through allowing free immigration; 

- to allow the reigning family to control the entry, movements and rights of 
foreigners through systems of documentation and permits; 

- to reinforce the traditional policy of reciprocity with the other Arab states; 
and 

- to arrange measures that give special privileges to the elite in the commercial 
sector. 
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All of this resulted in a "differentiation strategy", that distinguishes between 
non-Kuwaitis and Kuwaitis. The government would have to provide only its 
citizens with certain advantages. Thus, Kuwait went through a period when 
the annual number of naturalizations was set at 50. 57  Only Arabs who had 
lived in Kuwait for eight years after the 1959 Act was passed could apply. 
When the laws were relaxed, 90,000 persons (some say 200,000) were 
naturalized between 1961 and 1971 (Kuwaitization). But the 1980 Census reveals 
a surprising demographic portrait of the country. From 1975 to 1980, the 
Kuwaiti portion of the population fell from 47% to 41.5%. The Asian seg-
ment increased from 9.8% to 15% and made up 26% of the non-Kuwaiti 
population. Close to a third of the non-Kuwaiti population had been in the 
country for 10 or more years, 16% for more than 15 years. 

Other oil-rich countries have had similar experiences. In short, a great deal 
of movement has made the Middle East a very demographically active region. 
The situation where workers come and go as needed is reminiscent of Europe's 
"guest workers" in the 1960s, especially in Germany. It was demonstrated 
that contrary to what was expected, the program resulted in demographic 
growth and changed socio-economic balances. It is likely these countries will 
choose to control entries more strictly in future. 

However, some think an overly restrictive immigration policy could have 
harmful consequences, namely an increase in wages that would reduce 
governments' profits and their investment capacity. On the other hand, as 
previously seen, it would be mistaken and naive to imagine that immigration 
in these countries is simply a movement of interchangeable unskilled labourers. 
A significant number of non-nationals are well-integrated into their host 
populations58  (Table 29). Many are public servants, doctors, high-level 
technicians, and business people who have become indispensable. Experts 
say that, among other future possibilities, temporary immigration, for longer 
or shorter periods, will continue to be important. It allows countries that 
lack capital, but which have large numbers of workers, to benefit from the 
wealth of the oil countries because money paid to expatriates comes back 
into their countries of origin. Others think that the wealthy countries will 
be more open to permanent immigrants. This would offer a stable market 
for the surplus skilled population trained in the capital-poor Arab countries 
and in Asia. 

57  "Politics and Ideology in Migration Policy Formulation: the case of Kuwait", Sharon Stanton 
Russell in IMR, Vol. 2, 1989. 

58  Russell, S.S., 1987. "Migration and Political Integration in the Arab World" in The Politics 
of Arab Integration. Edited by Luciani and Salame. London: Croom Helm and Beirut: Center 
for Arab Unity Studies (forthcoming). 
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Oil prices dropped significantly in the second half of the 1980s. The Gulf 
countries cut back on expenditures and consequently engaged fewer foreign 
workers. However, over the long-term, changes observed in the last few years 
may continue: that is, requirements for non-specialized workers will decrease 
proportionally while the demand for specialized workers will increase as services 
and industries develop. These countries will no doubt require engineers, doctors 
and other professionals, both for their own immediate needs and to form a 
professional elite. 

Table 29. GCC: Foreign Manpower by Work Domain, 1985 1  

Economic Sector Bahrain Kuwait Oman 
1 

Qatar' 
Saudi 
Arabia 

United 
Arab 

Emirates 
Total ah 

Agriculture and Fishing 1,150 9,800 11,000 4,450 394,550 32,300 453,250 8.8 
Mining and Quarry 
Excavation (Petroleum) 750 4,350 3,750 - 35,200 11,900 55,950 1.1 

Manufacture 6,900 46,800 7,200 10,850 359,300 53,250 484,300 9.4 
Public Services 1,400 6,000 1,250 1,050 144,450 10,800 164,950 3.2 
Construction 31,500 123,450 148,600 15,700 1,021,600 128,700 1,469,550 28.6 
Commerce 15,200 70,700 65,000 13,300 468,500 89,200 721,900 14.0 
Transport and 

Communications 7,950 29,900 2,500 6,300 176,150 48,500 271,300 5.3 
Financial Services 900 16,850 5,050 3,400 63,400 16,150 105,750 2.0 
Other Services 31,000 236,050 69,750 15,500 859,550 207,700 1,419,550 27.6 
Total 96,750 543,900 314,100 70,550 3,522,700 598,500 5,146,500 100.0 

GCC: Gulf Cooperat'on Council. 
2  Jobs in Mining and Quarry Excavation Petroleum- in Qatar are included in the manufacturing 

sector. 
Source: State of Bahrain, Central Statistical Organizations, Statistical Abstract; State of Bahrain, 

Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs, Annual Report on Foreign Employment, 1984; 
State of Kuwait, Central Statistical Office, Annual Statistical Abstract, 1986; State of 
Kuwait, Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs, Annual Report on Expatriate Employment, 
1985; Sultanate of Oman, Directorate General of National Statistics, Statistical Yearbook, 
1986; State of Qatar, Central Statistical Organisation Annual Statistical Abstract, 1986; 
State of Qatar, Central Statistical Organizations, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, Central 
Department of Statistics, Statistical Yearbook, 1984; Saudi Economic Survey (weekly); 
UAE, Central Statistical Department, Annual Statistical Abstract, 1984; Emirate of Abu 
Dhabi, Department of Planning, Statistical Yearbook, 1985. 

In: Birks, J.S., I.J. Seccombe et C. Sinclair, 1988 op. cit.: 275. 

It is reasonable to believe that profound changes will occur in the Middle 
East's economic role. After being on the sidelines of the industrialized world, 
now almost the entire world is paying hard cash in exchange for its underground 
oil riches. But things may not stop there. It may also become an industrial 
and manufacturing region. Given the importance of their oil energy and their 
capital, these countries are thinking of developing export industries. 
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SOUTH AMERICA 

Latin America and South America are not synonymous. South America, 
which makes up the largest part of Latin America, is the area we shall deal 
with in the following pages. 

The South-American sub-continent was conquered almost at the same time 
as North America. Thoroughly explored and conquered by the Spanish and 
the Portuguese, at first it seemed to have potential comparable to North 
America and even, because of long-standing demand for tropical products, 
some advantages. But the recent observations are that after a time of relative 
success, the tide has turned increasingly in disfavour of those large countries -
Argentina, Brazil and Venezuela. 

According to the latest census figures, the foreign-born population is small. 
Only in Argentina and Venezuela are the proportions similar to those in the 
United States, 6.6% and 6.8%. Brazil, with less than 1%, appears to lack any 
immigration. Within these low percentages, the segment of non-Latin American 
is generally large. This leads us to believe either that there is very little internal 
movement in South America or that it is not well-documented, even though 
we know Bolivia has been weakened by emigration to Argentina. 

ARGENTINA 

Very early in its history, Argentina understood the need for a sizeable popula-
tion. In the early 19th century, Rivadavia made the first official pronounce-
ments on the matter, which unfortunately, civil wars in the following decades 
rendered ineffective. The Rosas government left commerce to the Italians, at 
the same time ceding territory to the Irish for settlement and sheep ranching. 
But these decisions did not cause notable migration. Alberdi, whose motto 
was "populate to govern", was the champion of immigration. 

The United States' model was followed. Immigrants were to come from 
Northern Europe because that was where the industrial revolution began. 
However, it was only in the 1880s that Argentina began to attract immigrants, 
and not from Northern Europe but from the Mediterranean, particularly Italy. 
This continued until World War I. The crisis that rocked Italy at the time of 
its unification under Cavour increased the already substantial emigration. 
Another reason for this immigration was that world demand for grain was 
strong and Argentina had the necessary land but lacked workers. The Argen-
tinean countryside was thus populated with many immigrants from Italy and 
Spain. However, as in Canada and the United States, industrialization brought 
about urbanization and an exodus from the rural areas. Buenos Aires was 
almost the only urban area that experienced growth, with the result that a third 
of the Argentinean population is centred in the capital. 
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Figure 7. 

Recent Immigration Flows to South America 

This map summarizes graphically the major migratory flows; it is not 
an exhaustive description. 
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While "European" immigration represented a higher percentage of immigra-
tion than from other countries in South America, the latter should not be 
minimized. It has been going on for a long time: many Uruguayans living in 
Argentina were in fact Europeans migrating for a second time, often for 
political reasons. 

South Americans migrated to Argentina for jobs. Agricultural production 
other than grain and livestock always requires rural labourers, and the native 
population was leaving the country for the city. Jobs on cane, mate and fruit 
plantations were filled by immigrants from neighbouring countries. However, 
the size of this job market and the size of the countries in question, much 
smaller than Italy and Spain, have meant that this immigration flow has 
remained small. 

But since the 1960s, Argentina has become a country of emigation. It must 
be said that, more so than other countries, Argentina has experienced a great 
deal of movement, even in transatlantic migrations. For example, while there 
has been a significant inflow of Italians, many have also returned to Italy. 
Balan59  estimates that the migratory balance over the long-term has never 
represented more than half the number of entries. Because of these movements, 
Italians were called "swallows": they appeared in both countries (Italy and 
Argentina) at harvest time and disappeared in winter. Quite another phenomenon, 
chronic emigration, has appeared in recent years. Unfortunately, very little 
information exists in this area. In such cases we must turn to estimates by 
experts. First seen as a "brain drain", the number of Argentineans leaving 
for more prosperous countries was relatively low. But since 1975, Argentina 
has gone through serious recessions affecting its job market. It has been suggested 
that 35% of industrial jobs disappeared between 1975 and 1981. This greatly 
increased emigration of skilled or semi-skilled workers. In addition to this move-
ment is the more-or-less forced exile of persons disagreeing with the government. 

CHILE 

With a foreign-born population of 85,000 persons, 0.7% of its population 
in the 1982 Census, Chile is definitely not a country of immigrants. On the 
contrary, many Chileans are leaving for Argentina, and particularly the 
southern provinces at the time of the rural exodus. They are also leaving for 
the industrialized countries of the Northern hemisphere and, more recently, 
for Venezuela. Those who migrated to Argentina were untrained workers who 
lived near the border, mostly miners or agricultural workers, while those who 
moved to industrialized countries were from the educated class, mainly 
professionals and skilled workers. Again, no accurate figures can be stated. 

59  Jorge Balan. International Migration In the Southern Cone. Centro de estudios des Estado 
y Societad, Buenos Aires, Argentina, 1985. 
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BOLIVIA AND PARAGUAY 

Bolivia and Paraguay are two small countries with 7 and 4 million inhabitants 
respectively. They have experienced devastating wars and their population 
growth and development have suffered. While there is movement toward the 
capital city in each country, these societies remain essentially rural. Conse-
quently, there are only cross-border migrations to respond to needs for 
agricultural workers in Argentina. However, Paraguay's migration may have 
been more to urban areas. 

BRAZIL 

By far the most populous country in South America is Brazil. Persons born 
abroad accounted for only 1,110,000 in its 1980 Census, less than 1% of its 
121 million population. There is very little information on these people. Close 
to a quarter of those born abroad are Portuguese, as might be expected, but 
the second largest group is Japanese, followed by Italians and Spaniards. There 
are few cross-border immigrants. Considering only the numbers involved, we 
can see that the present situation is quite different from the past - the days 
of sugar, coffee and rubber, each attracted immigrants who then contributed 
to natural growth of the country. As in Argentina, this transoceanic popula-
tion is now relatively old. Since those aged 40-60 form a majority, it appears 
that this population is not growing. It is a population that by some measures 
is very educated, particularly the men. It is also a population of professional 
or highly-skilled technicians, settled temporarily or permanently to develop 
the country and mainly employed in commerce, manufacturing and the service 
industries. 

VENEZUELA 

Wealth from oil has made Venezuela the most attractive country in South 
America for immigrants in recent times. 

According to the 1981 Census, a little over a million persons were born out-
side the country, 7.2% of the population of 14 million. About 350,000 were 
Europeans, mainly from Spain, Portugal and Italy. This immigrant popula-
tion is younger than in other South American countries, which shows that 
immigration is still taking place. Net  migration was positive throughout the 
1970s. Numbers fluctuated according to the political situation, always greatly 
influenced by the country's oil revenues, which increased by 5% to 6% in the 
1960s, 18% in 1971, 31% in 1973 and 160% in 1974. 60  

6°  J. Balan. International Migration Today, vol. I, UNESCO, University of Western Australia 
and Center for Migration and Development Studies, 1988, ISBN 92-3-102527-9. 
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Table 30. Registered Foreign-born Population in Venezuela, 
by Country of Origin, 1941-1971 

Origin 
1941 1950 1961 1971 

Number % Number % Number % Number % 

Western Hemisphere 23,000 48 64,000 33 125,000 27 240,000 40 
United States 4,000 7 11,000 6 12,000 3 11,000 2 
Colombia 17,000 35 41,000 21 88,000 19 180,000 30 
Others 3,000 6 11,000 6 25,000 5 49,000 8 

Europe 24,000 49 127,000 66 320,000 69 330,000 55 
Italy 3,000 6 43,000 22 114,000 25 88,000 15 
Spain 7,000 14 36,000 18 135,000 29 150,000 25 
Portugal 1,000 1 11,000 6 40,000 9 60,000 10 
Others 13,000 28 37,000 19 31,000 7 32,000 5 

Others 1,000 3 3,000 2 17,000 4 27,000 5 

Total 48,000 100 194,000 100 462,000 100 596,000 100 

Source: National Censuses, Venezuela. 

Table 31. Net  Migration for Venezuela by Nationality, 
197149791  

Year Colombia 

Other 
L atin 

American 
Countries 

Europe Others Total 

1970 7,000 2,100 - 6,100 8,000 11,500 

1971 10,500 7,800 1,600 5,900 26,500 

1972 5,800 1,300 2,500 1,200 10,800 

1973 9,800 8,100 4,600 - 7,500 22,400 

1974 24,700 20,400 25,100 -30,000 70,700 

1975 27,700 13,000 7,700 1,200 51,200 

1977 10,800 7,100 -2,700 100 5,700 

1978 9,000 31,000 23,000 34,900 102,200 

1979 -4,400 11,000 9,600 3,800 23,100 

Official data unavailable for 1976. 

Source: Kritz and al., 1981, p.225; Kuper-d'Alessandro, 1982, p. 75 (from official statistical volumes). 
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However, according to experts, legal immigrants are outnumbered by illegal 
immigrants, especially from Colombia, who number between 500,000 and 2 
million. These immigrants are similar to the Paraguayans in Argentina - rural 
people who settled in agricultural areas abandoned by Venezuelans moving 
to cities. 

Table 32. Foreign-born Population of Venezuela, by Age Group, 
1981 Census 

Place of Birth 

Age 
Total Spain Portugal Italy United 

States Others 

Total 1,048,159 141,760 90,629 79,106 13,027 723,637 

0-9 66,015 3,682 4,669 1,118 3,263 53,283 

10-19 113,726 5,720 8,739 2,333 2,715 94,219 

20-29 251,872 16,688 23,044 6,046 2,133 203,961 

30-39 240,719 26,956 21,878 14,364 1,833 175,688 

40-49 175,200 36,168 16,550 23,924 1,239 97,319 

50-59 122,435 32,355 10,214 20,383 1,251 58,232 

60+ 78,192 20,191 5,535 10,938 593 40,935 
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OVERVIEW AND CONCLUSION 

Our overview of principal world migration trends reveals several important 
features of direct or indirect interest to Canada. 

The day of populating countries is past. Consequently it is misguided to 
think of Canada as a country needing immigrants to populate the frontier in 
the short or medium term. In current world economic conditions, the need 
for land and space to live has, momentarily, disappeared. Almost all recent 
immigrants to Canada and the United States live in large cities. For example, 
with few exceptions, the Vietnamese refugees, sponsored and welcomed by 
rural communities, have gradually migrated to large Canadian centres. 61  

The former migratory flows, based on population supply and demand and 
similar cultural identities, supported by commercial and political institutions 
with long-standing policies, have dwindled. These movements are now based 
on the same mutual advantages, but, because of political and economic 
changes, are numerous, temporary and more precarious. Also, more problems 
adapting and integrating exist because of the greater diversity of persons and 
countries. For this reason, the distinction between traditional immigration 
countries and other regions of the world is becoming ever more blurred, 
whereas a clear distinction between developing countries and industrialized 
countries becomes evident. 

Industrialized countries are increasingly confronted with difficult situations 
in their relations with underdeveloped countries. In fact, avoiding the current 
pressure from Third World countries would have required preventing their 
demographic growth after World War II. To do this, industrialized countries 
would have had to make an unthinkable and impossible decision like refusing 
Third World countries easy methods (such as new medical treatments) to lower 
their mortality rates which until that time had nullified their high birth rates. 
Since this rapid demographic growth is now a fact, one widespread thesis holds 
that these countries must be provided with the means to achieve higher stan-
dards of living, resulting in less desire to emigrate to wealthy countries. How-
ever, it is known that this reasoning, while it may be sound, cannot be directly 
applied in the real world. It has been noted that one of the first results of 
development in a country is emigration pressure (see Introduction). To develop, 
these countries must have significant capital. Only industrialized countries can 
supply this capital through various methods such as direct aid from state to 
state - grants or loans - some of which will never be repaid. Another method 
is to take in immigrants who send money home to their families and inject 
capital into their countries. Those who propose this theory believe there are 
four reasons why this solution would work: (1) it reduces pressure on the job 

61  The 1986 Census shows that of 23,970 Vietnamese immigrants entering Canada between 1970 
and 1980, 21,460 (90%) lived in a Census Metropolitan Area. 
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market in the workers' own countries; (2) the country receiving the immigrants 
has the benefit of their work; (3) the industrialized countries become a training 
school for the immigrant workers; and (4) the workers' home countries usually 
receive more money this way than from direct aid. In practice, the results are 
not clear. Moreover, it is not evident that industrialized countries have an 
absolute need for labourers. Immigrants then could become a burden (although 
they are always useful to entrepreneurial recruiters) when social costs - welfare, 
pension payments and health care, to name only the main ones - exceed their 
contribution to production. 

Seen in retrospect, prohibiting immigration, as European industrialized countries 
have done, increases pressures on borders and illegal immigration results. In 
such circumstances, increasing direct aid to developing countries seems advisable. 
Industrialized countries appear to have difficulty setting up such aid for various 
reasons, ranging from fear of misuse to lack of funds in national budgets. 

This fundamental, insuperable problem between industrialized and Third 
World countries is now reflected in a similar problem between Western 
industrialized countries and former Eastern bloc countries in economic dif-
ficulties. Unless their economies recover quickly, additional pressure will be 
put on the Western borders. At the same time, South-North pressure will 
increase since part of the aid formerly sent to the South will go to Eastern 
countries. At the first G7 meeting on financing the USSR's financial recovery 
(summer 1991, London), the clearly differing attitudes of European countries 
on the one hand, and of Canada, the United States and Japan on the other, 
were apparent. The Europeans fear excess supply of workers because they are 
so geographically close to the USSR; the other group takes a calmer view 
because distance protects them from direct pressures. 

Canada is sitting in a privileged position - far from the Eastern bloc and 
the Third World, and rather protected from South and Central American illegal 
immigrants by the proximity and attractiveness of the United States. It might 
be asked, however, how long this situation can continue in a world that is 
shrinking into a global village as rapidly as population is increasing. 

It is obvious that distribution of world population will change in the long 
term, but in the short and medium term, it is uncertain what course interna-
tional migration will take. It is difficult to predict industrialized countries' 
(such as Canada) interest in increasing their populations, as well as their ability 
to keep in check people wanting to settle in wealthy countries. Refugees will 
be the big variable for some time to come. The disappearance of the socialist 
regimes in Eastern Europe and the dismantling of the former USSR certainly 
do not mean the end of racial, religious, and political oppression. On the 
contrary, a period of instability - during which reorganization of a society 
that has up to now been controlled - will likely give rise to intolerance and 
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REFUGEES 

Refugees are now at the forefront of international attention. In all 
areas of the world, intolerance (and in particular, wars) force individuals, 
sometimes in significant numbers, to flee their countries and seek asylum 
in another part of the world. A massive exodus is generally a short-
distance move to a neighbouring country. This is the case, for example, 
of Somalia or Sudan taking in Ethiopians by the hundreds of thousands, 
and of Iran and Pakistan giving refuge to millions of Afghans. In other 
cases, bigger groups of people scatter to much farther distances. The 
American Council for Nationalities Service has counted worldwide 
refugees by continent and per country, using the best available data for 
1989 (see next table). The grand total, an impressive 15 million persons, 
of whom Europe and North America together have taken in only 700,000. 
Canada has taken in 22,000 - 122,000 if we count the requests from 
previous years waiting to be processed. This category of migration is most 
intense in Africa, with 4.5 million, and the Middle East and South. East 
Asia with twice as many as Africa. However the 22,000 figure for Canada 
should not be misinterpreted. This is the number of persons who 
requested refugee status in 1989. We must consider that from 1975 to 
1988, 252,225 refugees were admitted as landed immigrants and most 
of them are now Canadian citizens. 

force many individuals to migrate. It will always be difficult to know whether 
people are fleeing solely to avoid violence, or whether they are departing to 
search for better economic conditions when stagnation is installed in the 
country. 



Africa 

Algeria 	 170,000 
Angola ' 	 26,500 
Benin 	 900 
Botswana 	 800 
Bukina Faso 	 300 
Burundi 	 90,200 
Cameroun 	 4,200 
Central African Rep. 	2,800 
Congo 	 2,100 
Djibouti 	 46,500 
Egypt 	 7,500 
Ethiopia 	 740,000 
Gabon 	 100 
Ghana 	 100 
Guinea 	 13,000 
Ivory Coast 	 55,800 
Kenya 	 15,500 
Lesotho 	 4,000 • 
Liberia 	 200 
Malawi. 	 812,000 
Mauritania 	 22,000 
Morocco 	 800 
Mozambique 	 400 
Namibia  ''' . 	25,000 .  

. Nigeria.... . 	 51,000. 
. .0yganda 	 170.500 
' Ruanda 	 20,500 

Senegal 	 48,000 
Sierra Leone 	100 
Somalia 	 350,000 

• South Africa 	201,000 
Soudan . 	. 	694,000 
Swazildnd ' 	 71,700 
Tanzania.  • 	266,200 
Togo 	 500 
Tunisia 	 200 
Zaire 	 338,800 
Zambia 	 131,700 
Zimbabwe 	 185,500 

Total: 	 4,524,800 

Eastern Asia and Pacific 

Korea 	 200 
Hong Kong 	 55,400 
Indonesia 	 8,000 
Japan 	 2,000 
Macau 	 400 
Malaysia 	 19,900 
Papua. New 

Guinea 	 8,100 
Philippines 	 26,300 
Singapore 	 300 
Taiwan 	 200 
Thailand 	 436,000 
Vietnam 	 16,700 

Total: 	 574, 100 

Europe and North America 

Germany (+ +) 	121,000 
Austria 	 22,800 
Belgium 	 8,000 
Canada(+) 	 21,700 
Cyprus 	 1,000 
Denmark 	 4,600 
United States 	101,700 
France 	 60,000 
Hungary 	 27,000 
Norway 	 4,400 
Netherlands 	 14,000 
United Kingdom 	10,000 
Sweden 	 32,000 
Switzerland 	 24,400 
Turkey (+ + +) 	233,000 
Yugoslavia 	 8,000 
Other Countries 	7,000 

Total: (+) 	 700,600 

Latin America and Caribbean 

Argentina 	 2,100 
Belize 	 5,100 
Bolivia 	 200 
Brazil 	 200 
Chile 	 100 
Colombia 	 200 
Costa Rica 	 33,400 
Cuba 	 3,000 
Ecuador 	 200 
French Guiana 	10,000 
Guatemala 	 4,400 
Honduras 	 34,900 
Mexique 	 46,300 
Nicaragua 	 7,400 
Panama 	 1,200 
Peru 	 700 
Dominican Republic 	1,600 
El Salvador 	 500 
Uruguay 	 100 
Venezuela 	 200 

Total: 	 152,800 

Middle East and Southern Asia 

Gaza Strip 	 469,400 
India 	 260,800 
Iran 	 2,825,000 
Iraq • 	 60,000 
Jordan 	 899,800 
Lebanon 	 298,700 
Nepal 	 12,000 
Pakistan 	 3,588,000 
West Bank 	 398,400 
Yemen Arab Rep. 	56,700 
Syria 	 272,800 

Total: 	 9,141,600 
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Refugees and Asylum Seekers requiring Protection and/or Assistance )  
by Country of Reception 

GRAND TOTAL: 15,093,900 

Declared refugees and asylum seekers - some need protection but not assistance. Such 
refugees can be termed international. A better view of the phenomenon is provided by 
including internal refugees (i.e., those inside a country but required to stay in a different 
region within that country). The estimated number of such persons varies between 13.5 
and 18.3 million. 

To the Europe and North American totals, must be added 450,000 unprocessed 
requests over the preceding years, including 100,000 in Canada. 

+ + Without adding 720,000 Germans who entered as emigrants, in 1989. 
+ + + This number does not include 250,000 Turks from Bulgaria, received as immigrants. 
Source: World Refugee Survey. U.S. Commitee for refugees, American Council for 

Nationalities Service - ISBN 0-9365-48-05-7. 
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Glossary' 

Census year: A neologism patterned after "fiscal year". In Canada, it refers to 
the 12-month period between June 1 of one year to May 31 of the following 
year. It can equally designate the year during which a census is held. 

Cohort: A group of individuals or couples who experience the same event 
during a specified period. For example, there are birth cohorts and mar-
riage cohorts. 

Cohort, fictitious: An artificial cohort created from portions of actual cohorts 
present at different successive ages in the same year. 

Crude rate: Relates certain events to the size of the entire population. For 
example, the crude birth rate for Canada is the ratio of the number of births 
in Canada in a year to the size of the Canadian population at mid-year. 
Crude death rates and crude divorce rates are calculated in the same way. 

Current index: An index constructed from measurements of demographic 
phenomena and based on the events reflecting those phenomena during a 
given period, usually a year. For example, life expectancy in 1981 is a current 
index in the sense that it indicates the average number of years a person 
would live if he or she experienced 1981 conditions throughout his or her life. 

Dependency ratio: A ratio that denotes the dependency on the working popula-
tion of some or all of the non-working population. 

Depopulation: The decline in the population of an area through an excess 
of deaths over births (not to be confused with the depletion of an area 
through emigration). 

Endogamy: Marriage within a specific group. 

Endogenous: Influences from inside the system. 

Excess mortality: In differential mortality, the excess of one group's mortality 
rate over another's (see Sex ratio). 

Exogamy: Marriage outside of a specific group. 

Exogenous: Influences from outside the system. 

1  For further information consult the following: International Union for the Scientific Study of 
Population, Multilingual Demographic Dictionary, Ordina Editions, Liege, 1980; van de Walle, 
Etienne. The Dictionary of Demography, ed. Christopher Wilson. Oxford, England: New York, 
NY, USA. 
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Fertility: Relates the number of live births to the number of women, couples 
or, very rarely, men. 

Fertility, completed: The cumulative fertility of a cohort when all its members 
have reached the end of their reproductive period. 

Fertility, cumulative: Total live births from the beginning of the childbearing 
period until a later date. 

Frequency: Frequency of occurrence within a cohort of the events 
characterizing a particular phenomenon. 

Frequency, cumulative: Total frequency from the start of the period of 
exposure to risk of event up to a later date. 

Infant mortality: Mortality of children less than a year old. 

Intercensal: The period between two censuses. 

Life expectancy: A statistical measure derived from the life table that indicates 
the average years of life remaining for a person at a specified age, if the 
current age-specific mortality rates prevail for the remainder of that person's 
life. 

Life table: A detailed description of the mortality of a population giving the 
probability of dying and various other statistics at each age. 

Migration: Geographic mobility between one locale and another. 

Natural increase: A change in population size over a given period as a result 
of the difference between the numbers of births and deaths. 

Neonatal mortality: Mortality in the first month after birth (part of infant 
mortality). 

Net migration: Difference between immigration and emigration for a given 
area and period of time. 

Nulliparous: Pertaining to a woman or a marriage of zero parity (has not 
produced a child). 

Parity: A term used in reference to a woman or a marriage to denote the 
number of births or deliveries by the woman or in the marriage. A two-parity 
woman is a woman who has given birth to a second-order child. 

Population growth: A change, either positive or negative, in population size 
over a given period. 
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Population movement: Gradual change in population status over a given 
period attributable to the demographic events that occur during the period. 
Movement here is not a synonym for migration. 

Post-neonatal mortality: Mortality between the ages of one month and one 
year. 

Prevalence: Number of persons with a certain characteristic in a given group 
of persons. 
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