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DOMITTTON DURTAY OF S.L“TI"‘TICS
TRAISPSRT AT IO BRACH
CTUASTA : :

1

Dominion Statistizico anCh.Cuat'-s.B.A. 1y Feioe S
Chiof, Tronsportation Dronch, u.S,1rong,D,Se.

CENSUS OF VESSELS RIGISTERED IN CATADA
1918
In 1919 o consus of Conadion registorsd vosscls was .ndertalon,
Tho official list of vosecls on tho Cancdicn registry ves usod os o bosis
cad gohodulos for oack vosdel wore meiled to tho owner og rocorded. Tho

rogistry, howovor, is primwily a rogistry of vossois, and widlo it clgo
shows tho ovmor's namo and adlross it is not ono of its functions to

- keep tho latter data revised, revecver, vhile the law rejuires mesters and

ovmers 0 notify the registrat of the destruction of vessels, the difficulty

. bf enfurcing the law in this racpact will be obvicua, espacielly where

vesgsels are sunk or otherwise desiroyed in foveigm t.at\,z-s. Tailure %o
notify the roegistrar is also frequent in cases of vessels laid up for
several years and finally abandoned,

The obstacles, therefoure, that had to be overcome in instituting, £

for tho first time, a thorough chnck of tho list of rezisterod vessels
were murerous and varied in naivre. Veseels that had besn destroyed thlrty
and forty years befcre, were found still on the list and in other cases
the greatest diffioulty was encountered in locating the present wwners, on

. ]
- b

acoount of the vessels having changed hands wany times since oripginally -

registersd and no record having been made of the changes. The Departrent
of ‘larine and the local renisbrars cooperaied most willingly in the effort
to secure, through cvery poseible cncmnsl of infurmation, definite data
on avery vessél on the list,

Of the total of 8 ,568 vagsals wi th an agpregate gross toarage of
1, +390, 615 on the registry Deocambar 31,1928, definito data wore secured for
5,849 vesgels of 1,242,396 grose tons, which wero operating or laid up but
. e%tlll in existence on that date. Tufommtion was obtained on 1,630 vossele
“which had been destroyed and were subsaquently romoved fron the regletry,
aad 1,943 veseels could not be located as in operatiocn, though no authcntio
data could ba obtainol as to their aciual 'lastrucﬁon, sale, 8tc,, that ‘
* weuld warrant the registrers immediately ramoving thom from the regishry,
.., 411 data collected, however, indicatad thaé these vessele vere no longer
~ in exlatonce, “yi |
|
Of ‘the 5,849 voscels that wore eithor in operation d.uring 190 |} 5
- or wero laid up for various reasctns, oouprohonsive tablos were oompned r
ooverinc the following datal : A ';

o w1, Conagtruction - iren,steel, wood., composite.

2. Dopoription «~ longth,lranghb, uonnom(m'ona ond not) whon 'mu

e s 70 whoro 'bu).lt vnluo (book)

E: Hig - otoam,oeil unriggedo
Class of business or gervice,

: 5 Operatiun = locality, f : . ~ Al L :
PRt 6. Crew and vagos paids | ! : M 6

; An attompt wae madoe also to colleob the dstails of froipght a.nd.
passongers carried during the year tas 50 many véasel oporators had kopt

3 no records and wera 'unable to give cupleta c.ata, that these compilabione '

- ; ¢ Fam. . W r v e ’ -1

were not made.
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: .
The viaters in which these vessola operated wore divided into
. the following gmoocropuical civisions ' . '

1 & i
. 1. Pocific Ocseon. ' ;
i |~ ~ - - - i
-, mh B o s oy 4 57 .o A L vy i
! (A "’-A- 'Ib 'a e rb::« ': a-'a ..'s ":A.-v L.‘l’-- ;0 .
ih - 7 - . -2 & § s
o ool rin ekl cd ALTEDG.

E

R : ﬂ. Great Laiwa vasin, ~ .

e G 33T 8 Ll 2, Great Laims and St.Lawrence Bivor' dom to lkntreal.
1

. St.Lavrence end Ottown Rivers. :
8o Atlontic Gesan and Gulf of St.Lavrence including the

S8 Teuesncs giree up O Weatieszl.
%. Wdsen icy.
10.Yoreisn tradc.
11,Foreign wotors, i.0., not callirg ot Canadian perts.

In addition to these subdivisions, certain vossdls wero i
requisitioned Ly tho Dritish Government for viar sorvices where no locality
was given., FYoreign regular and trorp service included vessels on resular
routes or trarp sorvice between Canadian sen ports and forelgn countries
othar than the United States; vuss2ls oparating along the coast between

.- Canade and the United States weére classified as Pacific or Atlantic as

" appropriate. A certoin amount of overlopping of waters was tuaveidable .
. on account of vessels belng irn repgular servico in two or more of tho o
-. natural geographical divisims. Tho copilations, howover, show clearly

‘.. +,-where the vosscls were gporating.

Atlontic and Gulf »f St.ch-n'enéo included tho St.Lawrcnce s
‘rivor up to lMontreal. Gieas Lalvs bosin included all rivers flowing

i-into tho Groat Lalps, also tnc rivers coznocting tho lakos. Tho othor

... divisicns nood no oxplonation. Tho valuo was tho valus kivon by tho
¢ o) omer and not tho bock valuo in all casos.

Tho difficulty .oxperionced in locating the ovmors of vessols
and in securing any daia at 2ll on scre hundrods of vessoles groatly
dolayod tho compilation. Thore was over'e thousand vessols on tho rogistry
on irhich no dofinita inforration could be socvrod, cnd doubtloss all of
.. thise wore out of oxistence; not only did none of theso vesesls call
4. a% any port in Canada during the yoar, btui no traco at 21l cculd bo

1"

' obtainod olther of tho vossols or their owmors, although sevoral thousand -

lottors woro writton in tho endcavour to lecats thems

This roport presents mcre complote and acovrate data on thoe

ke £ ;
.. Canadian rogistorod vessols in oxistonce on Januwary 1, 1919 thon is SR

ol a thorough periocdical investipgaticn if o truo concoptinon of Conadian

.,

o The attachod tables givo the most important dotails of all %)
.. repglatorod vossclo in operation or ladd up for various roosons during 5

-+ 1,242,396 and an aggrogate valve of $13L,798,%68. The value was the
... bock valuo in most cases but an estimntod valuo in othors; many i

Great Loakos and Atlantic Ocoan. b A

v

.« avallable from any other sourco. Tho census has daxnstrated the nmeod | ) L :
i

shipping fooilities is to be obtainod. Future consuses can bo comploted '/ .. -
‘v vwidth only a fraction of tho work entciled in this inttial offort, e
et

'+, 1918, Tho totol numter of vessele woe 5,84 having o gross tonnago of .

" vossol omers hod kept no records or bouks so that thoy woro obligad. ' !

~to estimto valuc, wapges paid, ond similag itoms. Ircludod in tho total
of 5,89 wero 27 vesscls of 48,205 grogs tcns requisiticned by tho

-f._'f British Govornmont for war purposes, ond 857 voasols of 144,220 gross tons,,'- ;

~*." or an averago of 168 tonsy that worc lald up but had mot beon destroyod v

" or discontlod. Tho latter vessols wore not oll old vosecls; 130 woro

~+ ! built betwoon 1913 ond 1918, 456 votwesn 1901 ond 1312, and the rorvining

. 271 woro built prior to 1900, A muzbkcr ef vossole woro 1aid wp on cccount

& of thoir owncr being overgcas, but as 1918 was o vory active ycor fod

. ghipping, whon almost any boat thot cuula corry freight wes put into

. cormrission, in all probability tho mjority of thoso vessols voro not
¢onsidorod soaworthy ard probably will soon bo romoved from tho rogistry.
Thono nanoparating vesscle woro classifiod undor "LocationVW according

to tho wators in wlhich thay worc actuclly locataed, of falling this
informtion, according to tho oddrossos of tho ovmors. Doducting thoso -
857 non-oporating vossols, a total of 4,992 vossols of 1,098,176 grass | -
tons e shown as actually in cormisclon, bR, s TR e
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7.0 less in draught, while 43 per cent were from 6 to 10 fect, or over 85 per ! - 1 S
“ cent drew less than 11 feet of water wnen loaded, Omly 29 vesgels vers over .’

..3..

By far tho proatest tuimoze wos ongegad in froight and freight
ond passengor service, ort tho fiehing vossols wore tho most nwacrous
¢f any class. Of tho 1,522 rogistorcd wessals lorgaged in fishing, 1,036
operatod on tho Atlantic, 320 on the Pacific, 123 on tho Creat Lakos
and tho vomyining Y43 on othor waters, Ovor 60 per cont, or 930 in muibar,
Woro stoam or gasoline vosscla, located ds follows: Pacifio 292, Atlantic. .

748G, Groat Lakus 122, and all othar waters 30, Thero wore only & sail

on tho Atlantio. o total crews

fial:ing vossols on the Pacific. anc..éon tho Groat Lalws, compared with 556
éported on ficghing vossole agrrogabed

6,925 ton being 3,465 on stoam vossols, 3,443 on sail vessols, and 17 on

© 174 on tho othor wators, Tho sail boats ‘fishing on tho Atlantic comprisecd s
‘ 45 por cont of the total sailing vossols rogistorod, although thoy wors of

unrigged vossols, Dy far $he groater part of these, (5,201) wore fishing
on tho Atlantic, with oaly 952 on the Pacific, 598 on tha Groat Lalos and

small tonmage, being on an average wnder 40 tons, wiereas tho sail vessels
oa the Great Lakes averaged about 250 tong and the sea-going vessels in
foreign trade averagad over 300 tona.

If tho vessels cperating on the Great Talws and St.Lawrencs
River (dovm to lontrezl) were addoc to those operating only in the Groat
Lalws, the total although less in rubsr, excoedod the Atiantio fleet

%" by 50,000 tons and the Pacific fleet by 117,000 tons, the everage tonnage
- of both steam and sall vessels being mmch grsater on the Great Lelws than

.. '" on the other waters. There wore only 3 smll steam freighters operating

on the Hudson Day, which was the smallest number on any of the geographical
divigiong,

The vessels engeged in coasting trade, including tinose in service

‘' between Canadian and United States ports both lon the ~Great Lakes and on S
"« the Atlantic and Pacific Coasts, accounted for over 95 por cent of the total, . . .

“while the vecsels trading between Canada and foreign countries (other than T
""" United States) were about 5 per cent, almost half of them being sailing

vaagsels.

Two thirds of the registered vessels were 100 gross tons and

under, and over half of the total vere wnder 50 gross tons, It was for S e
‘o -4 these small vessels that the greatest difficulty was experienced in cecuring .. ===~
< o data, ‘ . 38

he vessels of 10,000 tons and over/were on the oceans, two on

5w tho Pacific and one on the Atlantic, The Great Loles had a larger percentags
..~ of the vessels ranging from 1,000 tors to 10,000 tons than any other
<+ . divigion, having 20 between 1,000 and 2,500 tons, 19 between 2,500 end 4

5,000 tong, 6 between 5,000 and 7,000 tons and 3 between 7,000 and 1C,0C0 tons./

Over 42 per cent of the total vessels, or 2,468, were 5 feet or:

22 foet dramght. A notable featw'e wae that vessels draving 21 feet

; . - averaged a greater tonnage than those drawing 22 and 23 faet. The Great : - 3
ot Lakes bulk freighters draviing 20 and 21 fest undovbtedly accounted for thias, - i

Of tho 2! vossols of 20 fest draught, 12 were on the Great Lakes, and of 21

. drasing 21 fool, 9 wore on tho Great Lakes, Of 638 vessels draving 11

to 15 foot, 321 or over half were on tho Atlantic, 120 being stoam, 1k

- sail anrd 17 unrigged. All vesselo draving 23 feet and over were on the ‘
ocecns, the canals making this size of vessel iupractical on tho Great Lalwa. @
+=. Tho Cancdian lock at Sault Ste,Morie vill pass vessels of 19.5 foot draught, ‘
. ond although the American locks have 24,5 foet of water on the sills, the . .«

approachas to the locks and the channels in tho St,Claire and Detroit

Rivars limi% vessels to about 20 feet draught in the upper lakes, vhile the “bu bk

V’elland and St.Lawrenss canals will tolm v2svelo up to 14 feet draught
only, The majority of vessels under 15J feet in length operated on the

<Y Atlantic but of the classes of 300 feet and wp, 67 in number, 32 Opernted\ g
"+ on the Grect Lakes, 6 of them being 450 fee% and over in length. 39 '
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Under the healding conshruztion, tne vessecls wero classified
accordmg to their mlls, intc ivon, stecl, wood, and composite, the last
including combinationsof the other uh"'be a.nd concrote or other mateorilal,

- he iron and steel vessels azgrogcted only Y9l, or less than one tenth
oi the total, but they comprised almost hali of the tonnage and were

. valued at more than the other nine tenths of the vessels by over $19,000, 000.

The classification of vessels by date of construction indicated
. that the heavy ship building years were 1906 to 1914, with a slump in
11915 and 1916 and an increase in 1917 and 1918 in bota steam and sail vessels.
Of the U418 vessels obuilt prior %o 1885, i.e,,33 years old or older, 103
-~ were operating on the Great Lakes, 187 wa.the Atlantio, 34 on the Great
. Lales and St,Lawrence River, and 50 on the St,Lawrence and Ottawa Rivers.

Of tho 676 veasels built in 1915- 1918, 316 wors oporating on the Atlantic, -

190 on the Pacific and only 3% on the Great Lokes, All tho vesseln
.requisitioned by the Dritishk Government were built during 1917-1918 and
were in various classes of tonnage, length and draugh$. Over 86 per cent
.of the vessels were of Cancdian build while 580 or 10 per cent were built
in the United States and only 173 ware built in Great Britain of which 161

were stoam. Y

: There wore 575 vessels equipped with auxiliary power, 556 or
97 per cent. using gacsoline and 19, or 3 poer cent using steam. ' Ovor two -
. thirds of these vossols, or 389 were engaged in fishing, 364 operating

. on t.he Atlant:\.o and Gulf of St,Lawrenca aad 23 on the Pec ﬁo Ocea.n.
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VESSHLS REGI

-5

SLTRLD 131 CANADA

= =

L NUMBER ,TONMAGE-GROSS AND WET, ANMDL VALUE,BY SERVICE AND RIG
&t Table 1, TCTAL VESSELS |
,CA-U 4] T l‘re‘.',
Sorvice o, Tong Tong Valuo
 Pagganger 76 i By G0l 1,013 $259 63
"Pagsenger & Freight 250 226,085 134,000 27,625
Freight 1:878 ¥ 507,671 © 391,261 39, h22,561 -
Dredging + . 133 55, 607 , 762 6,199.922 _
v Towing 746 55,815 36,783 12,666,745
' Fiphing 1,§22 46,237 37,050 5,633,214
Pleasure 27 5,761 4,057 = . 825,598
Ferries 90 29,280 19 219 . 3,7‘4@,962 e
Other 78 56,935 ,530 285,930
" Roquisitioned a7 Lg 205 317 6,,34 §07 .
. Yon Operating 857 ' 11;&,(,20 111+ by 12 581,756,
. Yot Operating in Canadian WWaters 35 59,819 - 37,352 2= 7,919,000
| Totel for Canadn 55, 849 1,242,396 893,865 13,798,468
~ STRAM VESSELS
Pagsenger bt 33 ~ ?975 : 3,227 40,333
Pagsonger & Freight 257 22k, 60 131,003 - 27,498,780
© Sk Treight % 393 317,81 09 777 30,453,470
4% 1« Dredging % 5,321 ,9h; : 1,162, oz
RSN Toving : 660 s Lz, oLz 24,333 12 l;}}, 1
Aawiegs Fieghing 930 $®1 20 295 16 27h 3,136,295 I

' Ploasure 237 5,215 W 159,323 5855

! Forries g2 - 23,308 15, 103 3,378, f,

(oo Other 253 35, 768 19,322, "= .g(l 433

" Roquisitiomed , 27 g ,205 28,317 %4 6,: 31+ 807

~» . Non Operating 502 . 5& 269 35,282 - 5,965,561

', w. Not Operating in Cmdian VWaters 2 ,?72 37,135 7,821,000
SunEel Tosal for _ 3,585 848, : 5.-.&.903 & 107 056 21&1
4 » SAZL VESSILS
4 ' Pacsenger 2 L6 L6 4,000
. "' Pogsenger and Freight 17 +5r¥ 1§,865 M) 1,584 - 78,450
A7 Freight i b . Tt by ESTEY 74, 637 £ 73,30 k6,362,093 e
o, 7 Towing T e 62 .| 500, 475 A 18,400 /o
5 Fighing PR 5 - 2,h1 - 19,325 - 2 h77 539 (<

“'/. Pleasure 4 * 39 MRS | 470 3 RSNy 66,775 itk

e " Ferries Ve T I SR - 4 ¥ v

Other 12 S5 1 735 =, 1, 662 hg 17&,776 Nk

i Requi sitioned S . - s LB

. Ton Operating . ° e 10l T 123 6,378 588,793 .-

.. - Not Operating in Canadian Wa.ters & oy 1 . el 21 TSRk 95,000 * .

0. Total for Ca.nada sal,2hb 111,435 /103,753 " 9 ,869, 826

UNRIGGZD VESSELS . AT

(e Pragenger e et 1 f 740 . Tho ‘15,300

’ Fasgonger & I‘reight 6 UgHBiDY 3 613 b hl} Sl 48,110

YT Meaight 362 /,118,220 'F108,1 Fiey 2 609 998

UL Dredging 15¢ . hg,zgh h6.5+6 ‘5,029,ssh b

heget Toviing 77 vitetss 13,270 Bty 21,975 218,604 . .

% TFighing 26 IRO%EN- 4,451 1,851 19,380 &

' Pleasure 18 75 ‘ 76 2,500 : a0
¢+, TFerrioe = 5,972 5, 216 ‘ 361,502 .o
v i Other 113 ke A7, 12 .4 6,546 5394721
= il ?aquisitioned e ; I e O = sy
L " Non Operating ahk 78,832 72,811 6,027,402
. " Hot Operating in Canadion Wo.ters Ml T NS 5 T

Tom for Canada 1,018 282,481 265,209 14,872,400
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VESTLS ASGISLIMLD L1 ( cm DA
i NUIMHER ,GROSS TONS AiD VALUA DY TOCALITY A RIG,
‘00 Table 2. N :
‘ OOTLL VESCHLS
v ' Grocs
Gt Docality Yo, Tons Valuo
Paciiic I 590, 226,125  $50,220,374
British Columbia Lokes & Rivers 79 15,491 Eae 1,182,722
Przigie Lokos & Rivers 89 123’0 806,457
Creat Lakes Bogin 156 255,107 2k,397,504
; Great Lokes & St.Lovrence . 102 99,640 4,863 »1‘91 :
; Groat Lakes & Atlantio e 11,71,0 : 809,127
.0 st,Lovrence & Ottawa 653 151,536 gh} ,230

.00 Atlantic & Gulf of SteLowronoco 2,425 293,753 P, 127

..t FEudson Bay % 476 51’500

1140 Foreign-Regular 46 34,652 5,630, 35&
Uy Foreipn-Trawp 29 11,850 2,51 RLLE
Othor Bonadian Watere 259 28,633 2,293,292

'" Req,uisitloned Doats 27 1‘,8.205 6.334 807 2 A
[ 1t Operating in Canadian thars 25 9,819 7,913,000
. Total : i 5,8h9 11,242,396 #28 131 798,168
it STEAM VISSTLS
£t T Prcifio 1,007 159,130 " 27,972,315
Pritish Columbia-Lokes ond Rivers 65 - 1k,727 - 1,177,249
Prairie-Lakon ond Rivers 8, ! 10,373 R (7 1197

: Groat Lakes Basin 526 &R 195,,76 : 20 0.-3,896

. ' Great Lokos and St.Lawrenco 75 4 67,971 b, J32,01

-; Great Lalws and Atlcmtio & i 9 165 120,297

st oni €t Lowrence and Ottow 35":‘ o : ? do Ty b620518
aind 350 Atlantic and Culf of St.Lawrence 11,166 “pad:ein 167, 662 21,910,936

i Hudson Bay 4 A . Y76 i 21,500

e Foreign-Regular | 2 15} 33,675 2R o, 340,163 3 A

; Tor eign-Tramp - Il 5 4 , (718 i e ,H00 .

1 Other Conadian Waters , 225 22,873 4% 2, 068 ,665 e
5';?" _* Requisitioned Boa.t.e 27 b 205 6,33 ,uo7 |
il o g . 2

: ' Not Qporuidrig in Gmxmuan Watsrs &4 ?9. 72 7,821,000 ¥

' Total 3,585 88, 1180 107 056 2N

] AR o -

T SAIL VESSELS . 8
L A : * A o

711,1, it Pacific et ey T el P 1%,585 |

S British Columbia Lolkes & Rivers Ve RG] ese FRENPWN
.17 Praitie Lokes & Rivers e oo TprTEEE L, ;
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