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Civic Playground.s in Canadian Cities of 
10,000 Population and Over, 1933- - 

Organized playgrounds, apart from school grounds, are supported out of city fund.e 
by at least 46 of the 70 Canadian cities which at the census of 1931  had a population over 
10,000. In most of these the playgrounds are conducted by a city department, but in some 
cases by an independent organization with financial assistance from the cityj in a few 
cases there are organizations of both kinds. Thirteen cities do not support playgrounds 
but activities are conducted by service clubs or other organizations in four of these. 
From the remaining eleven cities no information has been received. 

A minority of the 46 cities do more than provide or equip the grounds. Twenty 
of them employ professional recreation leaders to direct or supervise the use uf tho Zroxww&e ,  
at least part of the year while ten of them earploy such 1eaers the year round. 

The types of recreation most commonly provided may be tiw from the fellouiing 
comparison: 

Number 
of Cities 

ype or Provision 	 Providing 

Parks or grounds with general equipment for play 41 
Playing fields for baseball, 	softball, 	srccor 4  etc, 	...es.. 38 
Riri:ks for skating only 21 
Rinks for hockey only 15 
Rinks for both skating ancihockey 27 
Toboggan slides 	.......... . . .. .. . . 	 4.4 	.44 . So .e o.J 44... 4.4 11 
Indoor swiinning pools 7 
Tennis 	courts 	,,. •1 	• . •• • 	•• . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . é 44444 	• ii. . 17 
Bowling greens 	.. ... • . . . . .. . . . . . . • . 	. . . . , • . . . . . . , . . . . . . . 8 
Golf 	courses 	..•.,................... .•. J..... •..•..•• ... ... 8 
Outdoor swimming pools 	.......................•..••.••..•..• 8 
Bathing 	beaches 8 ....... . . . • • . . . . . .. . . • . , . . . . . • .. . . . . . . . . . . • 
Ind.00r comrrninity recreation centres ........................ 3 

There follows a directory of the playground organizations conducted or assisted 
by the 46 cities. At the end of the list are the names of cities where service clubs or 
other organizations maintain playgrounds independently. 

City or Town 	 Managing Authority 	Official Making Report 

Prince Edward Island 
Charlottetown 	Public Property Committee 	A.A. Herinessy, Chairmai. 

Nova Scot ia  
Hall fax 
Glace Bay, Sydney 

New Brunswick 
Saint John 
Monc ton 

Playgrounds Commission 
(no civic playgrounds) 

Public Lands Department 
(no civic playgrounds) 

George J. Lynci, Secretary... 

(no repdrt) 

Quebec 
Jol i e t t e 

Lachine 	 - 

Montreal 	 Département des Parcs 
& Recrations 

Montral 	Parks & Playgrounds Assoc.  

Camille Bonin, Secrétair.-Tréso... 
rier d.e la citó 

H. Dam, Ingenieur de la Ci 
Li.ote &sselin, Assistant 
Surintendant 

Win. Bowle, Executive-Secretary. 
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City or Town Managing Authority Official Making Report 

. 	 con. 
Outrernont Comit6 des Parcs Z. Lacroix, Ing6nieur-Adminis- 

trateur0 
Quebec L'Oeuvre des Terrains d.e L'kbb6 Arthur Ferlandi Directeur. 

Jeux 
quebec Playgrounds Association JeBo O'Regan, Secretary. 
St 0  Hyacinthe - Jean Bouchard, Ingénieur de la 

Cit0 
S0 Jean Seerétaire.Trésorier d.e la Cité. 
Shwiniga.n Tails iarcisse J.A0 Vermette, Gérant 

de la Cite0 
Sherbrooke - Ant0 L)eslauriers, Greffier. 
Th3tford Mines Wen 	slas Dostie, Echevin. 
Vordun Municipal Playgrounds Corn. (no report) 
ezrnount Parks and Playgrounds PE 	Jarrnnn 	Goneral Managar 
hicoutirni, Granby, ) 

Hull, Lévis, Sorel,) 
Tr.is-Rivires, 	) 

Valleyfield. 	) (no civic playgrounds) 

Oat irio 
3e]leville Board of Education J0B0 l'indlny, Secty-Treas. 
Brantford. Board of Park Management J0C 	caller. Supt, of Parka. 
Catham Playgrounds Cornmttee calter catts 	Secretary. 
Cornwall (no report) 
East Windsor Board of Park ML.lagement C0V0 	7aters, 	Secty-Treas. 

- (no report) 
Parks Board T.KO Nicol. Parks-Supt. 

::arnUt.on Playgrounds & Recreation Comma 	t'J 	S;ime 	Secty. and Supt. 
H:.iilton Board of Park Management P0L Marshall, Superintendent.- 

:tston Parks Commtttee E'net Ecghson, Chairman. 
::itchener Recreation Association Harold Ballantyne, Director of 

Playgrounds. 
London Public Utilities Comm. (r.c report) 
1 ra Pails Parks Departr.ier.t G.J. 	nerr 	Supt0 of Parks. 
1th Bay Parks 3ommitee A. Beattio, Chairman. 
Ottaa Playgrounds Department E.F. Morgan, Supt. of Playg 
Owen Sound Parks Commisicn 710 111 0 Erns 	Chairman. 
Peterborough -• SR0 i.rmstrcng, City Clerk. 
Fart Arthur Board of Park Yanagement Arthur H. Evans, Secretary. 

C athp.r ine s  Board of Park Management (no report) 
- 	 cas Parks Deparbrcet VLC, Miller, City Engineer & Treas. 

Parks Commission (no report) 
Sarnia - (no report) 
Lault Ste Marie Recreation Committee Harold Tolley, City Clerk. 
Sratford. Board of Park Management (no report) 

Parks Corn'iission HP4 McKeown, Secretary. 
- H.E. Montmery, Town Clerk & 

Ti easurer 
Parks ana 	iagrounds SH0 .krnstrong, Sur ,  P1agrønds. 

Cr (omm'r of Parks. 
Walkerville Board of Park Lanagement Edward C0 Harding, Chairman. 

Board of Park Lanagement Anthony L. Moor, Secty-Manager. 
'7ooc]stock Playgrounds Ccntiittee Henry Inder, Chairman. 

7illiam, Oshawa, 
(no ci 	' 	younds) 

La 
randon 	 -•• 	 C-P0 Sykes, Soc.-Treas. of City. 

Vir.nipeg 	 Public Parks Board 	C0 Chimpion, Superintendent. 
3oniface 	 (no civic playgrounds) 

r-j3 Jaw Parks 3o.rd 	Fecreation Come (no report) 
I 	•nr. Civic Playgr'urds A5sn. Wm0H0 Turner, Secty-Treas, 
.3 	•:.toon Playgrounds Association LA0 Kreutzwieser, Hon.-Secty. 

Parks Boa .rnl1flfl, 	Secretary. 
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City or Town 
	

Mar.ging Authority 	Official Making Report 

I 
.1 

p Alb  pr ta 
Cmlge.ry 	Parks Department 	7m R. Reader, Parks Supt. 
Edmonton 	City Engineer's Department A.W. Had.dow, City Erigtheer. 
tethbridge 	Parks Department 	J. T. Watson, City Manager. 
Medicine Hat 	Parks Department 	E. Ashburner, City-Engineer. 

!ritis Columbia 

New 7estminster 	Parks Board 	william Rigby, Supt. of Parks. 
Vancouver 	Playground & Recreation 	Ian Eisenhrrd.t, Supervivor of 

Dept. 	Recreation. 
Victoria 	Parks Dept., Parks Committee J.A Worthington, Chairman. 

Clubs and other oranizptions maintaining playgrounds independently 

8ydney, Nova Scotia 
Levis, Quebec 
Sorel, Quebec 
Guelph, Ontario 
North Bay, Ontario 
Oshawa, Ontario 
Sn.u.lt St. Marie ,Ontario 
Edmonton, Liberta 

Rotary Club 
- 	Rév. Pre J.E. Carrier 
- 	Chevaliers d.e Colomb 
- 	Kiwanis Club 
- 	Lions Club 
- 	Rotary Club 
- 	Kiwanis Club 
- 	Gyro Club 

Recreational Activities Reported by Service Clubs 

Service clubs in all of the larger cities were asked to mention any activities 
conducted by them which supplemented the work of the regular playground. authorities. A 
summary of the replies follows, for its intrest in showing some of the ways in which 
independent bodies assist in the provision of recreational facilities. 

Montreal, Que. 	- Kiwanis Club - The portable wading pools and street showers, wh_ 
the club donated to the Parks and 	 awwa  
years ago, are operated by the Club at an annual cost of $500. 

Assists the Griffintown Club in its various 
amusements and athletic activit..'- This club was built by the 
Kiwanis Club in 1929  at a cost of $ 125, 000 . 

On seven occations in 1933  community singing was 
organized in Fletchers Field with an estimated attendance of 
10,000 an evening0 

Quebec, cue. 	- Kiwanis Club - Bui].t and equipped a swimrriing pool for the Ltmoilou. 
Playgrounds. 

Gives financial assistance to the Quebec Playgrounds 
Association. 

Cornwall, Ont, 	- Kiwanis Club - Paid one half of the c3st of a $ }-,OOO waining pool 
built in 1929.  Has in the past employed, playground and swimming 
instructors but discontinued this xactice last year. 

Tort William, Ont, - ro 1ub - Free wwinming instructions for school children, In 
the last three years 1,600 children have been taught to swim. 

Hamilton, Ont. 	- Rotary Club - Pays the memhcrch1 of T ' 	the Y.M.C.A. 

London, Ont. 	- Kiwanis Club - Pays thc rembcrship of So boys in the Y.M.C.A. 

Niagara Falls, Ont. - Li.ons Club - Free swimming instructions for school children. 
About 200 children taught to swim each year. 

Port Arthur, Ont. - Gyro Club - Spends $125 each year on swimming instcttons for 
school chi1dren. 

St. Catharines, Ont. - L.ons Club - Contributes $300 annually to city playgrounds. 
Pays the membership of 28 boys in the Y.M.C.A. 





St. Cr.tharines, Ont. - Rotary Club - Gives financial assistance to city plr.yrounds. 
* 	 Pays the nembership of 25 boys in the YaM.C.A. 

¶ 	Stratford., Ont. 	- Lions Club - Recently constructed a 16,000 swimr.iing pool whichIN 
OF 	 has been donated to the city. 

Toronto, Ont. 	- Kiwanis Club - Operates a club for boys with an active membership 
of 496 in 1933. In addition to the programme of athletics and 
different amusements, arranged for the boys, vocational classes 
in printing, woodworking, basket-weaving and telegraphy were held 
during the year. 

- Botary Club - Has secured the use of three public schools and one 
collegiate institute as centres for organized recreatjon,l 
activities in one of the poorer sections of the city. About 
2,200 boys and girls took part in softball games and swimming 
during the sumer tind l400 participated in the gymnasium 
exercises and games, svthti1ng and tifferent forms of entertainment 
provided during the winteri 

Brandon, Man. 	- Xinsmen Club - Has in the past operated several plftygrounds in the 
city but wore forced to drop them 

- Kiwanis Club - Built and operate5aptLcldling pool and .a 

cinnipeg, Man. 	- Kinsmen Club - Sponsors a olix1b for bo 	th0 4otion C I a. 
trained supervisor. 

- Kiwanis Club - Has a.r, nized 10 clubs for boys and 10 for girls 
supervised by men and women with Y.M.C-J... and Y.W.C.A. training. 
rranges each year for the buildi3ig and mmintanance of a number 

of open air skating rinks. Annual cost of work $3,000. 

- Rotary Club - Has organized a number of clubs for boys holding 
weekly meetings in public schools. Operates 5 open air rinks 
used by the clubs' three hockey leagues. 

Moose Jaw,.Sask, 	- Rotary Club - Constructed a wading pool in one of the city parks 
at a cost of $3,000. Pays the membership of a number of boys 
in the Y.M.C.A. 

Regina, Sask, 	Rotary Club - Or&-Anize,& -racre;m*;Lwiz& exil-vit1as. for the uneu].oyed 
of the city. Thiring the winter of 1 933, 4 ,4141 adults and 3,842 
children were registered as participating in 
hockey leagues, boxing and wrestling d vrio 	*te 
organized by the club. 

Calgary, Alta. 	- Rotary Club - Three years ago the club equipped a playgroind fox 
boys and girls, which is being conducted by the city. 

Lethbridge, Alta. - Rotary Club - Last year built two open air skating rinks for 
children. 

Medicine Hat, Alta. ---Rotary Club - Has provided the city with three swimming pools at a 
cost of $15,000. 

Vancouver, B.C. 	- Gyro Club - In the last eleven years has spent $50,000 equipizg 
seven city playgrounds. 

Victoria, B.C. 	- Kiwanis Club - Has built two wading pools in city parks.  
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