
Penitentiaries 7 
Reformatories and 

Industrial Schools 33 
Homes for Adults 66 
Mental and Neurological 

Hospitals 28 

Sanatoria 25 

3, 7 49  

	

)4,317 	 3 
	

1,134 

	

4 ,390 
	121 	5,96)4 

	

25,2)40 
	

28 
	

6,332 

	

14,585 
	

6 
	

847 

Published by Author&ty of the Hon. H. H. Stevens, 
Hinister of Trade and Commerce. 

DOMflTION BEAU OP STATISTICS 

Dominion Statistician: 	R.E. Coats, 3.A. , P.S.3.(Hon.), F.R.S.C. 
Chief, Education Branch: 	M.C. MacLean, M.A., P.S.S. 
Assistant Chief, Education Statistics: J.. Robbin, M.A. 

LIBRARIES IN SAIATORIA, HOMES, ME1TMJ MID PE1LAY flTSTITLTIONS 
IN OAN.ADA I  1931 . 

This bulletin treats of library provision in several groi.qs of 
institutions which have a more or less nermanent population. That is, the ixnates 
remain for a period of years, or moths at least. It is this reason that has 
caused them to be treated toether from the stanclDoint of library provision. The 
tabular summary below shows the number of the different kinds of the included 
institutions in Canada in 1931,  and the number of their inmates on a specific 
date, which was in most cases June 1. 

Number of Inmates of Number of Inmates of 
inst itut ions Inst itut ions inst itut ions inst itut ions 
with a with a without a without a 
library library library library 

The population (exclusIve of staffs) in these five groups of 
institutions Is over 56,000, or about 90 p.c. of the number in universities, 
colleges and professional schools. Those in penitentiaries all have library 
accommodation, about 80 p.c. of those in reformatories and industrial schools, a 
similar proportion of those in mental and neuroloIcal hosritals, and 814 p.c. of 
those in sanatoria for tuberculosis. enly about a third of the homes for adults, 
however, report what could be called a library, but this third have a little more 
than 40 .c. of all Inmates of such homes. 

Neglecting now those without libraries, the following table 
gives some details of the library provision in the others:- 

Average Average Average Expendi- Volumes 	Expendi- 
number number number ture per per 	ture per 
of inmates of volumes of Den- iristitu- inmate 	inmate 
per insti- per insti- odicals tion on for books 
tution tution per insti- books and and 

tut ion priodi- periodi- 
cals cals 

Pcnitentiaries 	536 6,906 54 $ 878 13 	1.64 

Reformatories and 
Industrial Schools 131 837 14 50 	6 .35 

In'ns for Adults 67 563 14 29 	8 .143 

Mental and Neu- 
rological Hospitals 901 1,231 12 127 	1 alk 

Sanatoria 183 1,993 9 81 	11 .114 

Note?- In the last four rroir .ps the e,cnenditiire is strongly uo'1emented by 01oivitInns 





-2- 

The first four columns give average figures for the institutions 
of each grou, and the last two columns average figures per inmate in each. In 
terms of volumes Der inmate the penitentiaries toke first 'laco with 13, sanatoria 
follow with 11, adult homes come next with 8, reformatories with 6, and mental 
hospitals last with 1. Library expenditure per head follows the same order. Much 
the largest libraries are in the penitentiaries. Their size, in fact, merits space 
for listing individually, as hereunder: 

Penitentiaries 
Number 
of 
Inmates 

Volumes 
in 
library 

Periodi- 
cals 
received 

Expenditure 
on books and 
periodIcals 

Volumes 
oer 
inmate 

Expenditure 
per 
Inmate 

Dorchester, 1T.3. 1403 2,135 814. 568 5 1.41 

St. Vincent de 
Paul, que. 904 15,790 62 1,689 17 1.87 

Cingston, Ont. 809 19,463 56 1,272 24 1.57 

Collin's Bay, Ont. 198  1,1400 211 350 7 1.77 

Stony Mountain, Man. 439 4,546 41 725 10 1.65 

Prince Albert, Sask. 589 3,1171 79 7115 6 1.26 

New Westminster, B.C. 1406 1,537 33 800 4 1.97 

The average library in a sanatorium too, must contain quite a 
good collection of books, standing as It does at practically 2,000 volumes. The 
mental hospital libraries average over 1,200 volumes but they each serve about 
five times as many inmates as the sanatoria libraries. Neither of these nor the 
two al.tr-average groups are listed individually due to the amount of space 
that would be required. 

A considerable pronortion of the book stock and magazines In 
each of these four groirDs is the result of donations. In this connection the 
following connuent from a tubercular hospital is significant, and perhaps typical;- 
"Our books are given to us by local citizens, and if we put a note in our local 
papers, I can assure you we have plenty of books coming in. We subscribe to a 
few regular periodicals, but we have many old journals given to us from week to 
week." And the following from P. reform school:- "Shrinkage of books, especially 
fiction, is considerable. About 80 p.c. of our books are gifts of discarded 
volumes from public libraries, and therefore are not in the best shape when 
received. Another reason for shrinkage is careless handling by inmates." 

As to the ooeration of these libraries, the following commonts 
are informative. Pirst from a hospital: "Books are available to the oatients from 
11 to 1 o'clock. There is a catalogue of the library on each floor. Circulation 
averages 375 volumes a week; a few patients read in the library, but not many. 
We use patients as librarians." This from a reformatory: "Each inmate is allowed 
to obtain two books per week for reading in the dormitories. Half of those 
using the library exchange their books three or four times per month. School text 
books are provided for those requiring them. Officers of the institutions also 
use the library regularly. Of the circulating books about 90 .c. are fiction, 
the rest montly travel, engineeri'g and nhiloo-'h:'." And the following from a 
mental institution: "We have our main library with small branch libraries in 
several different buildings. The books in the branch libraries are not returned 
to the main library but are changed about from building to building every month 
or two, and when they wear out or are destroyed, are replaced by volumes from the 
main library. The main library is used extensively by the staff." Very few of 
the Institutions have trained librarians, the library wo"k beirr done by other 
members of the sta:f or by iratee. 
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