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Introduction

In 1981, the Chief Statistician and the Federal and Provincial Deputy Ministers with responsibility for justice
in Canada began the National Justice Statistics Initiative in response to the long time absence of a
comprehensive system of comparable national justice statistics. The purpose of the Initiative is to collect
and disseminate justice statistics and information to support the administration of justice in Canada, and
to ensure that accurate information regarding the nature and extent of crime and the administration of civil
and criminal justice is available to the Canadian public. The Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics (CCJS)
is the administrative arm of the Initiative and a division of Statistics Canada. With guidance from its
provincial-federal committees, the CCJS develops and implements statistical surveys, and provides
information, products and services to both the partners in the Initiative and the public.

The purpose of this product is to provide a visual statistical overview of crime and the administration of
criminal justice in Canada. While more detailed information is available in a variety of CCJS publications
focusing on specific surveys or subject matters (see Appendices A and B), this product brings together data
trom all the CCJS's surveys, and data from two Statistics Canada victimization surveys. To provide national
and intermnational context, selected Canadian socio-demographic statistics are included, as well as
international crime statistics. Specifically, graphics are presented on the following areas: Canadian socio-
demographic characteristics; Canadian police-reported crime statistics (the incident, the accused, the
victim); police administration statistics; adult and youth court activity; the correctional population; costs of
the criminal justice system; violence against women; Canadians' experiences with crime, and their
perceptions and fears of crime; and international crime statistics.

Survey Descriptions

Uniform Crime Reporting Survey

The Uniform Crime Reporting (UCR) survey was developed by Statistics Canada with the cooperation and
assistance of the Canadian Association of Chiefs of Police. The UCR survey became operational in 1962.
It covers crime and traffic statistics reported by all police agencies across Canada. UCR survey data reflect
reported crime that has been substantiated through police investigation. The survey collects numbers of
criminal incidents, and numbers of persons charged. To date, the UCR survey has thus produced a
continuous 33-year historical record.

Throughout this report, the terms "crime" and “crime rate" refer to total police-reported Criminal Code
actual incidents, excluding traffic, unless noted otherwise. It is also important to note that, for incidents
involving multiple offences, only the most serious offence in the incident is counted. All crime rates
are based on 100,000 population unless otherwise stated.

The Revised Uniform Crime Reporting Survey

In 1983, the Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics began a major revision of the Uniform Crime Reporting
(UCR) Survey in order to collect more detailed information on the characteristics of an incident and basic
data on the persons involved in an incident, both victims and accused. In 1988, two police agencies began
reporting to the "Revised" UCR Survey. By 1994, 111 police agencies, representing about 33% of the
national volume of reported crime, were responding to the new survey.
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Homicide Survey

The Homicide Survey has collected police-reported data on homicide incidents and characteristics of the
victims and accused since 1961. Whenever a homicide becomes known to the police, an officer from the
police department in whose jurisdiction it is committed completes a survey questionnaire. This
questionnaire remained virtually unchanged from 1961 to 1990. In 1991, in an effort to respond to changing
information needs, the survey was revised to add new data elements as well as to improve some existing
ones. -

Police Administration Survey

The Police Administration Survey collects information on police personnel and expenditures from all
municipal and provincial police forces in Canada, as well as the Royal Canadian Mounted Police (RCMP).
Personnel data are available by type of personnel (police, special constables, civilians), gender and major
function. Expenditures are available by major financial category. Detailed RCMP expenditures are
collected, including the cost-sharing of municipal and provincial policing contracts.

1

Adult Criminal Court Survey

The Adult Criminal Court Survey (ACCS) has two primary components: caseload and case characteristics.
The Case Characteristics component of the survey collects detailed information on each appearance of an
accused charged with a Criminal Code or Other Federal Statute offence. The survey collects all
appearances in provincial courts for ‘completed' charges within a certain reference period. As of March
1994, Case Characteristics data are collected from five jurisdictions: Prince Edward Island, Nova Scotia,
Quebec, Saskatchewan and the Yukon. The Caseload Component of the ACCS is designed to collect
aggregate information on charges, persons and appearances on a quarterly basis from all jurisdictions in
Canada. As of March 1994, six jurisdictions participate in the caseload component of the survey: Prince
Edward Island, Nova Scotia, Quebec, Ontario, Saskatchewan and the Yukon. As a result, the coverage
of provincial and territorial adult criminal court caseload in Canada is approximately 30 percent for the Case
Characteristics component and 65 percent for the Caseload component.

Youth Court Survey

The Youth Court Survey (YCS) is a census of Criminal Code and other Federal Statute offences heard in
youth court for youths aged 12 to 17 years at the time of the offence. On each charge, data are collected
which describe the nature of the offence, the court decision and disposition, and the age and gender of the
accused. Data have been available since 1984-85 for all jurisdictions except Ontario and the Northwest
Territories. YCS data for Ontario became available in 1991-92. Data for the Northwest Territories are not
available for fiscal years 1986-87 through 1988-89.

Adult Corrections Survey

The Adult Corrections Survey (ACS) collects aggregate caseload and case characteristics data for custodial
and non-custodial correctional services at both the federal and provincial levels. As well, the survey gathers
information on resources, expenditures and personnel. Descriptive data on organizational structure and
service delivery are also collected. The ACS became operational in 1979-80 and collects data from all
jurisdictions. ‘
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Corrections Key Indicator Report for Adult and Young Offenders

The Key Indicator Report (KIR) Project provides data on "average daily institutional counts” for all provincial,
territorial and federal facilities across Canada. Key indicator data on aduits were first gathered for the fiscal
year 1981-82 and data on youths for the fiscal year 1985-86. Information is -supplied to the Canadian
Centre for Justice Statistics by the ten provinces, two territories and Correctional Services Canada.

The Violence Against Women Survey

Between February and June 1993 and on behalf of Health Canada, Statistics Canada conducted a national
survey on male violence against women. A random sample of approximately 12,300 women 18 years of
age and older residing across the ten provinces were interviewed in depth by telephone about their
experiences of physical and sexual violence since the age of 16. Measures of violence were confined to
Criminal Code definitions of physical and sexual assault. Information was also collected about the
respondents' perceptions of personal safety. Random selection helps ensure that the women who
responded are statistically representative of all Canadian women and that the results of the survey can be
generalized to Canada's adult female population at large.

The General Social Survey

In 1988, a survey on personal risk related to criminal victimization was initiated as part of Statistics
Canada's General Social Survey program. The survey collected data on personal risk, examining the
prevalence and social and demographic distribution of eight specific types of criminal victimization
experiences. Respondents were asked about their experiences with crime during 1987 and all measures
of victimization were restricted to Criminal Code definitions. The survey also examined details surrounding
the incident, Canadians' levels of fear, and their perceptions of crime and the criminal justice system. This
survey was replicated in 1993. Two main differences exist between the 1993 and 1988 surveys. First, the
1993 survey asked respondents about their experiences with crime during the twelve months prior to the
survey rather than during the previous calendar year. Second, the definition of sexual assault was
broadened in the 1993 survey to better capture these incidents as defined by the Criminal Code: while the
1988 survey asked only about experiences of “rape”, the 1993 survey asked about forced sexual activity
and unwanted sexual touching. Both surveys conducted telephone interviews with a random sample of
approximately 10,000 Canadians aged 15 years and older residing in households across the ten provinces.

International Crime Survey

The International Crime Survey (ICS) was conducted in 1989 and 1992 in order to enable comparisons of
national crime rates. The survey measured criminal victimizations in a number of different countries using
a standard questionnaire. In 1987, a Working Group was set up to put forward a collaborative survey.’
Fourteen countries eventually took part in the first cycle of the ICS which was conducted in 1989. In
1990, participants in the first ICS and a number of other countries were invited to participate in a second
cycle of the survey in 1992. Twenty countries in all took part in either one or both cycles of the ICS.
Respondents were interviewed by telephone about their experiences with various types of victimization.
Further, data was collected on their fear of crime, satisfaction with local policing, crime prevention behaviour
and the preferred sentence for a 21-year old recidivist burglar. The sample size for each country for each
cycle ranges between 1,500 and 2,000 respondents.
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Youth Court Cases* by Age and Sex of Accused,

Canada, 1993-94
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Figure 5.8

Youth Court Cases with a Finding of Guilt, by Custodial
Disposition, Canada and the Provinces/Territories, 1993-94
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Source: Youth Court Survey, Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics, Statistics Canada.
For more information, see Youth Court Statistics 1994-95 (catalogue 85-522).
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Figure 6.9

Age of Sentenced Provincial Offenders on Admission,

Canada, 1993-94
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Total Justice Spending* 1988-89 to 1992-93,
Constant 1988** and Current Dollars
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Appendix A
Historical List of CCJS Publications

(see page 215 on how to order)

Catalogue No. Publication
1995-1996
85-522-XPB Youth Court Statistics 1994-95
Canada: $35.00, U.S.: US$42.00, Other countries: US $49.00
1994-1995
uncatalogued Summary Report: A Description of Family Maintenance/Support Enforcement
Programs and Legislation in Canada.
Canada: $30.00; U.S.: US$36.00; Other countries: US$42.00
uncatalogued Family Law Special Study: An Overview of Family Maintenance/Support
Enforcement Legislation in Canada.
Canada: $30.00, U.S.: US$36.00, Other countries: US$42.00
uncatalogued Family Law Special Study: A Descriptioh of Fam'ily Maintenance/Support
Enforcement Programs in Canada.
Canada: $30.00, U.S.: US$36.00, Other countries: US$42.00 .
85F0016XPB Selected Police Administration Characteristics of Municipal Police Departments,
1993.
Canada: $30.00, U.S.: US$36.00, Other countries: US$42.00
85F005XPB Understanding the Canadian Criminal Justice System: Process Chart and
Handbook. Canada: $15.00, U.S.: US$15.00, Other countries: US$15.00
85F0015XPB Legal Aid in Canada: Resource and Caseload Statistics, 1993-94.
Canada: $32.00, U.S.: US$39.00, Other countries: US$45.00
85-522 Youth Court Statistics 1993-94.
Canada: $35.00, U.S.: US$42.00, Other countries: US$49.00
85-219E/F Adult Criminal Court Caseload Trends 1991-92 to 1993-94.
Canada: $30.00, U.S.: US$36.00, Other countries: US$42.00
85-214E/F Adult Criminal Court Statistics 1993.
$30.00, U.S.: US$36.00, Other countries: US$42.00
85-211 Adult Correctional Services in Canada 1993-94.
Canada: $32.00, U.S.: US$39.00, Other countries:US $45.00
85-205 Canadian Crime Statistics 1993.

Canada: $42.00, U.S.: US$51.00, Other countries: US$59.00
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85-217 Legal Aid in Canada: Description of Operations.
Canada: $35.00, U.S.: US$42.‘00, Other countries: US$49.00

85-538E\F Criminal Justice Processing of Sexual Assault Cases.
Canada: 35.00, U.S.: US$42.00, Other countries: US$49.00

85-510 National Directory of Courts in Canada.
Canada: $20.00, U.S.: US$24.00, Other countries: US$28.00

85-211 ' Youth Court Statistics 1992-93 (revised, JULY 1994).
Canada: $35.00, U.S.: US$42.00, Other countries: US$49.00

89-5410XPE Family Violence in Canada.
Canada: $35.00, U.S.: US$42.00, Other countries: US$49.00

1993-1994

uncatalogued Police Personnel Data - 1993

uncatalogued Legal Aid Resources and Caseload, 1992-1993

uncatalogued Adult Court Trends Report 1990/91 to 1992/93

uncatalogued Adult Court Statistics 1992

uncatalogued Common Assault in Canada

85-205 Canadian Crime Statistics 1992

uncatalogued Drug Use and Crime

uncatalogued Youth Court Statistics: 1992-93

uncatalogued Police Expenditures, 1992/93

uncatalogued Sentencing in Adult Provincial Courts: 1991 & 1992

uncatalogued- Legal Aid Handbook

uncatalogued Violence Against Women Survey: Planning Document

uncatalogued Violence Against Women Survey: Questionnaire Package, 1993

uncatalogued Violence Against Women Survey: Survey Highlights, 1993

uncatalpgued Adult Criminal Court Statistics - P.E.l., NS, Que, and the Yukon, 1991

uncatalogued - Adult Criminal Court Caseload Trends - P.E.l., NS, Que, and the Yukon 1990-
91 and 19891-1992

uncatalogued Adult Correctional Services in Canada 1992-93
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uncatalogued
uncatalogued

uncatalogued

uncatalogued
uncatalogued
uncatalogued
uncatalogued
uncatalogued
uncatalogued
uncatalogued

uncatalogued

1992-1993

uncatalogued

uncatalogued
uncatalogued
uncatalogued
uncatalogued
uncatalogued

uncatalogued

uncatalogued

uncatalogued
uncatalogued
uncatalogued

uncatalogued

Adult Court Trends Report 1990-92
Court Statistics 1991

An Examination of Recidivism in Relation to Offence Histories and Offender
Profiles

Adult Courts Jurisdictional Court Profiles

Police Salaries in Canada

Alternative Measures for Young Persons in Canada

Youth Custody in Canada 1991-92

Offences Against the Administration of Youth Justice

Police Vehicle Pursuits

Statistical Potential of Police Computer Assisted Dispatch (CAD) Systems

Longitudinal Court Outcome Study of individuals Accused of Homicides
Reported in 1988

Crime and Socio-Demographic Profiles at the Community Level: A Useful
Crime-Prevention Planning Tool.

Police-Reported Aboriginal Crime in Calgary, Regina and Saskatoon
Resources and Caseload Statistics for Legal Aid in Canada, 1991-1992
Interim Caseload Report

Community Corrections Programs - Provinces & Territories

~ Crime Indicators (3rd Qtr 1992)

The Use and Administration of Fines in Canada

Selected Police Administration Characteristics of Municipal Police Departments
Adult Correction Key Indicator Report

Preliminafy Statistics Adult Correctional Services in Canada

Crime Indicators (2nd Qtr 1992)

Case Characteristics Component Annual Reports, 1990
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uncatalogued Youth Court Statistics 1991-1992

uncatalogued Legal Aid Handbook

uncatalogued Youth Key Indicator Report (Y-KIR)

uncatalogued Crime Indicators (1st Qtr 1992)

uncatalogued Police Salaries in Canada: 1991

uncatalogued Profiles of Court Services : 1991-92

uncatalogued Adult Corrections Key Indicators Report

uncatalogued Crime Indicators (4th Qtr 1991)

1991-1992

uncatalogued Youth Court Statistics - Preliminary Data 1990-91
uncatalogued Crime in Aboriginal Communities - Séskatchewan 1989
1990-1991

uncatalogued Adults Admitted under Sentence to Provincial/Territorial Custodial Facilities and

Probation Services for Sex-Releated offences - 1985/86 to 1988/89

1989-1990
uncatalogued The Young Offender in Canada: A Statistical Profile for 1984-85 -Preliminary
: Data

uncatalogued The Young Offender in Canada: A Statistical Profile for 1988-89
Preliminary Data

uncatalogued Youth Court Statistics 1988-89 Preliminary data
Statistiques sur les tribunaux de la jeunesse 1988-1989

11-612 #2 Patterns of Criminal Victimization in Canada - GSS Analysis Series

1988-1989

uncatalogued Adult Correctins Key Indicator Report

1987-1988

uncatalogued Young Offendef Custodial Key Indicator Report - Pilot Project

[y
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1986-1987

uncatalogued Custodial Remand in Canada - A National Survey

199



A Graphical Overview of Crime and the Administration of Criminal Justice in Canada

Appendix B
Historical List of Juristats

Current price for Juristat:
Canada: $10.00 per issue, $90.00 annually

United States: US$12.00 per issue, US$108.00 annually
Other countries: US$14.00 per issue, US$126.00 annaually
(see page 201 on how to order)

1996

1995

Issue

Vol.16, No. 5§
Vol.16, No. 4
Vol.16, No. 3
Vol.16, No. 2

Vol.16, No. 1

Vol.15, No.16
Vol.15, No.15
Vol.15, No.14
Vol.15, No. 3
Vol.15, No.12
Vol.15, No.11
Vol.15, No.10
Vol.15, No.9
Vol.15, No.8
Vol.15, No.7
Vol.15, No.6
Vol.15, No.5

Vol.15, No.4

Juristat

Youth Custody and Probation in Canada, 1994-95

Youth Court Statistics 1994-95 Highlights

‘Government Spending on Adult Correctional Services

Motor Vehicle Crimes

Police Personnel and Expenditures in Canada - 1994

Recidivism in Youth Courts 1993-94

Children and Youths as Victims of Violent Crimes
Impaired Driving - Canada, 1994

Breaking and Entering in Canada

Canadian Crime Statistics, 1994

Homicide in Canada - 1994

Factfinder on Crime and the Administration of Justice in Canada
Fear and Personal Safety |

Police Personnel and Expenditures in Canada - 1993
Youth Custody and Probation in Canada, 1 993-94
Victims' Use of Police and Social Services

Correctional Services in Canada: Hightlights for 1993-94

The Use of Community Corrections in Canada: 1993-94
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1995 cont.

1994

1993

Vol. 15, No.3
Vol.15, No.2

Vol.15, No.1

Vol. 14, No.17
Vol.14, No.16
Vol.14, No.15
Vol.14, No.14
Vol.14, No.13
Vol.14, No.12
Vol.14, No.11
Vol.14, No.10
Vol.14, No.9
Vol.14, No.8
Vol.14, No.7
Vol.14, No.6
Vol.14, No.5
Vol.14, No.4
Vol.14, No.3
Vol.14, No.2
Vol.14, No.1
Vol.13, No.6
Vol.13, No.5
Vol.13, No.4
Vol.13, No.3
Vol.13, No.2

Vol.13, No.1

Youth Court Statistics 1993-94 Highlights
Risk of Personal and Household Victimization' 1993

Public Perceptions of Crime

Urban/Rural Criminal Victimization in Canada
Trends in Justice Spending - 1988-89 to 1992-93
Homicide in Canada - 1993

Canadian Crime Statistics, 1993

Trends in Criminal Victimization: 1988-1993

The Winnipeg Family Violence Court

Youth Custody in Canada, 1992-1993

Private Security and Public Policing in Canada

Wife Assault: The Findings of a National Survey
Spousal Homicide

Criminal Justice Processing of Sexual Assault Cases
Drug Use and Crime

Impaired Driving in Canada - 1992

Homicide in Canada - 1992

Canadian Crime Statistics - 1992

Conditional Release Decision-Making in Canada 1992-93
Correctional Services in Canada: Highlights for 1992-93
Common Assault in Canada

Youth Court Statistics: Highlights 1992-93

Street Prostitution in Canada

, Correctional Services in Canada

Court Services in Canada

Parole Decision Making in Canada
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1992

-Vol.12, No.23

Vol.12, No.22
Vol.12, No.21
Vol.12, No.20
Vol.12, No.19
Vol.12, No.18
Vol.12, No.17
Vol.12, No.16
Vol.12, No.15
Vol.12, No.14
Vol.12, No.13
Vol.12, No.12
Vol.12, No.11
Vol.12, No.10
Vol.12, No.9
Vol.12, No.8
Vol.12, No.7
Vol.12, No.6
Vol.12, No.5
Vol.12, No.4
Vol.12, No.3
Vol.12, No.2

Vol.12, No.1

Legal Aid in Canada: 1990-91

Correctional Expenditures and Personnel in Canada, 1991-92

Gender Differences Among Victims of Violent Crime
Police Personnel and Expenditures in Canada - 1991
Arson in Canada

Homicide in Canada, 1991

Impaired Driving - Canada, 1991

Youth Court Statistics 1991-92 Highlights

Elderly Victims of Violent Crime

Youth Property Crime in Canada

Preliminary Crime Statistics - 1991

Motof Vehicle Theft

Female Young Offenders, 1990-91

Robbery in Canada

Trends in Custodial Counts and Admissions in Canada
Correctional Services in Canada: Highlights for 1990-91
Crime Trends in Canada, 1962-1990

Teenage Victims of Violent Crime

Fraud in Canada

Sentencing in Youth Courts, 1986-87 io 1990-91
International Incarceration Patterns, 1980-1990 |
Recidivism in Youth Courts, 1990-91

Break and Enter in Canada
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1991

1990

Vol.11, No.18
Vol.11, No.17
Vol.11, No.16
Vol.11, No.15
Vol.11, No.14
Vol.11, No.13
Vol.11, No.12
Vol.11, No.11
Vol.11, No.10
Vol.11, No.9

Vol.11, No.8

Vol.11, No.7

Vol.11, No.6

Vol.11, No.5
Vol.11, No.4
Vol.11, No.3
Vol.11, No.2

Vol.11, No.1

Vol.10, No.20
Vol.10, No.19
Vol.10, No.18
Vol.10, No.17
Vol.10, No.16
Vol.10, No.15

Vol.10, No.14

Youth Custody in Cénada

Police Personnel and Expenditures in Canada - 1990
Violent Offence Cases Heard in Youth Courts, 1990-91
Homicide in Canada 1990

Youth Court Statistics Preliminary Data 1990-91 Highlights
Trends in Impaired Driving Statistics, 1990

Weapons and Violent Crime

Legal Aid in Canada: The 1980's in Review

The Changing Workload in Youth Courts

Preliminary Crime Statistics - 1990

Children as Victims of Violent Crime

Government Spending on Justice Services

Adult Female Offenders in the Provincial/Territorial Corrections
Systems, 1989-1990

The Application of Dispositions Under the Young Offenders Act
Processing Time in Youth Courts, 1986-87 to 1989-90

Court Services in Canada

Motor Vehicle Theft and Vehicle Vandalism

Public Perceptions of Crime and the Criminal Justice System

Women and Crime

Decisions and Dispositions in Yquth Court 1986-87 to 1989-90
Revenue, Expenditure, Personnel Data for Law Enforcement - 1989
Impaired Driving Statistics, 1989

Victimizati.on in Canada: the Findings of a Survey

Violent Crime in Canada

1989 Homicide Highlights
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1990 cont.

1989

1988

Vol.10, No.13
Vol.10, No.12
Vol.10, No.11
Vol.10, No.10
Vol.10, No.9

Vol.10, No.8

Vol.10, No.7
Vol.10, No.6
Vol.10, No.5
Vol.10, No.4
Vol:10, No.3
Vol.10, No.2

Vol.10, No.1

Vol. 9, No.5
Vol. 9, No.4
Vol. 9, No.3
Vol. 9, No.2

Vol. 9, No.1

Vol. 8, No.5
Vol. 8, No.4
Vol. 8, No.3
Vol. 8, No.2

Vol. 8, No.1

Highlights of 1989-90 Youth Court Statistics Data
Youth Crime in Canada, 1986-1988

Drug Possession Offences in Canada

The Future of Crime Statistics from the UCR Survey
Preliminary Crime Stat/:stics - 1989

Recidivists in Youth Court: An Examination of Repeat Young Offenders
Convicted in 1988-89

Conjugal Violence Against Women

The Supply of lllicit Drugs in Canada

Violent Offences by Young Offenders, 1986-87 to 1988-89

Drug Trafficking, 1988

Family Courts in Canada

National Summary of Alternative Measures Services for Young Persons

Sentencing in Youth Courts, 1984-85 to 1988-89

Impaired Driving Statistics -1988

Policing Expenditures in Canada - 1988

Police Personnel in Canada - 1988

Legal Aid in Canada: Resource and Caséload Statistics, 1987-88

Homicide in the Family (1974-1987)

Policing Expenditures in Canada - 1987
Impaired Driving in Canada, 1974-1987
Police Personnel in Canada - 1987
Drug Offences in Canada, 1962-1987

Break and Enter in Canada, 1962-1986
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1987

1986

1985

1984

1983

Vol

Vol.

Vol.

Vol.

Vol.

Vol.

Vol.

Vol.

Vol.

Vol.

Vol.

Vol.

Vol.

Vol.

Vol.

Vol.

Vol.

Vol.

Vol.

Vol.

Vol.

.7, No.5
7, No.4
7, No.3
7, No.2

7, No.1

6, No.3
6, No.2

6, No.1

5, No.4
5, No.3

5, No.2

5, No.1

4, No.6
4, No.5
4, No.4
4, No.3

4, No.2

4, No.1

3, No.2

3, No.1

4, No.7 -

Policing Expenditures in Canada, 198

Traffic Enforcement Statistics, 1982-1986

Police Administration: Statistical Highlights - 1986
Violence in Canadian Society (1965-1985, 1982, 1985)

Custodial Remand in Canada - A National Survey (1984-85 and 1985)

Traffic Enforcement Statistics, 1981-1985
Police Administration: Statistical Highlights - 1962-1985

Traffic Enforcement Statistics, 1979-1984

Homicide in Canada: Statistical Highlights - 1984
Police Administration - Statistical Highlights - 1984

Manpower, Resources and costs of Courts and Criminal Prosecutions in
Canada 1983-84

Legal Aid in Canada: Resource and Caseload Statistics, 1983-84

Data from the Juvenile Courts - 1983

Homicide in Canada: Statistical Highlights - 1983
Adult Correctional Services in Canada

Police Administration - Statistical Highlights - 1983
Data from the Juvenile Courts - 1982

Manpower, Resources and Costs of Courts and Criminal Prosecutions
in Canada, 1980-82

Homicide in Canada: Statistical Highlights - 1982

Police Administration - Statistical Highlights - 1982

Adult Correctional Services in Canada (1978-79 to 1981-82)
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1982

1981

Vol. 2, No.5

Vol. 2, No.4

Vol. 2, No.3

Vol. 2, No.2

Vol. 2, No.1

Vol . 1 No.2

Vol. 1, No.1

1981 Preliminary Crime Statistics, A Review of Crime in Canada, 1977-
1981

Overview of Adult Corrections ( 1980-81)
Homicides of Police Officers in Canada (1961-1980)
Police Administration - Statistical Highlights - 1981

Homicides: Canada and Selected Countries (1975-1979, 1961-1980,
and 1980)

Juvenile Delinquents, 1980

Police Administration - Statistical Highlights (1978-1980)
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Glossary of Terms

Absolute or conditional discharge: Where an accused pleads guilty to or is found guilty of an
offence, other than one which carries a minimum punishment prescribed by law or is punishable by
imprisonment for 14 years or life, the court may, instead of convicting the accused, direct that the
accused be discharged absolutely or upon the conditions prescribed in a probation order. Although
there must be a determination of guilt before a discharge may be imposed, the recipient of a discharge
is shielded from the stigmatizing consequences of a criminal record.

Acquittal: The release or judicial discharge from an accusation of suspicion of guilt. An individual is
acquitted by a court either when a verdict of not guilty has been rendered at the close of a trial or when
an appellate court decision has absolved him or her of the charges that were the bases of the action.

Accused: A person who has been identified by police as an offender in an incident and against whom
a charge may be laid in connection with that incident. Does not include suspects.

Admissions: An indicator of the utilization of correctional facilities. Admissions are the number of
persons entering a correctional facility in a given time period. The Adult Corrections Survey collects the
following information on those admitted to custody: sentence disposition/length; age and sex of the
offender; ethnicity of the offender (i.e. native/non-native); and, offence for which the offender was
convicted.

Adults: Adults consist of all persons aged 18 and over. As opposed to youths, the target group here
falls under the delegation of the adult justice system.

Alternative measures: Actions other than judicial proceedings used to deal with a young person
alleged to have committed an offence. These measures are not the responsibility of the police service
but rather specific programs developed pursuant to section 4 of the Young Offenders Act. Young
persons participating in Alternative Measures may or may not have been charged by police. The
existence of such programs is one factor among many that are likely to explain the divergence between
UCR and Courts data. In addition, youths may be diverted from the court system with a referral to an
informal diversion program sponsored by the police service. These youths are not charged for the
offence.

Appearance (Adult Criminal Court Survey): A court event recorded by the type of hearing for an
accused appearing in court in relation to one or more charges, where all charges were first presented in
the same court on the same date.

Average counts: An indicator of the utilization of correctional facilities. Counts describe the number of
inmates in the institutions at a given instant and provide the average daily population in correctional
institutions. The only other data collected by the Adult Corrections Survey in conjunction with the
counts are the status of the inmates (remand/sentenced). '

Case (Adult Criminal Court Survey): An accused person or corporation having one or more charges

where the charges are first presented in the same court on the same date. Charges are linked to a
case on the basis of court location, accused identifier and date of first court appearance.
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Census Metropolitan Areas (CMA): An urbanized core with at least 100,000 population.

Cleared by charge: When a police investigation leads to the identification of at least one suspect, an
“information” is laid against that person (i.e:, the person is formally charged with at least one offence).
From a statistical point of view, the laying of an information means that at least one actual incident can
be "cleared by charge". An incident can be cleared by charge even if the police have not apprehended
the accused person, provided that person has been identified and there is sufficient evidence to lay a
charge.

Conditional release: The planned and gradual release of inmates into the community through release
mechanisms such as day parole, full parole, temporary absence passes, and statutory release.

Constant Dollars: Dollar amounts calculated on a one-year base which adjusts for inflation making
the yearly amount directly comparabie.

Crime Rate: Refers to total police-reported Criminal Code actual incidents, excluding traffic. All crime
rates are based on 100,000 population uniess otherwise stated.

Criminal Code Incidents: An accumulation of violent, property and other criminal code incidents
(e.g. arson, prostitution, mischief).

Criminal Code Traffic incidents: These incidents involve offences such as impaired driving,
dangerous operation of a motor vehicle, and failing to stop or remain at the scene of an accident.
Incidents related to impaired driving account for over one-half of the incidents in this category.

Drug incidents: These incidents involve offences under the federal Food and Drugs Act and the
Narcotic Control Act. These offences comprise possession, trafficking, importation or cultivation of
various illicit, controlled and restricted drugs.

Elapsed Time From First Appearance to Disposition (Adult Criminal Court Survey):
The time taken to dispose of all charges for a case.

Federal correctional facility: Correctional facilities for adult offenders run by the Correctional
Services of Canada (CSC) which is part of the federal Ministry of the Solicitor General. Offenders who
are sentenced to an aggregate term of imprisonment of two years or more are the responsibility of CSC
and are housed in federal correctional facilities. Federally sentenced offenders are first admitted to
provincial correctional facilities to allow the offender to exercise their right to appeal (normally takes
place within 30 days). Federally sentenced offenders who wave their right are then transferred to a

. tederal correctional facility (penitentiary).

Homicide: Homicide incidents include first and second degree murder, manslaughter and infanticide.
Median: The median refers to the middle value when data are ranged in order of magnitude.
Mischief - Bill C-18: Bill C-18 changed the way mischief offences are categorized. Before 1986,
mischief offences were distinguished between damage to public property and damage to private
property. Since the amendment, mischief has been categorized according to the value of property

damage: mischief with property damage over $1,000, and mischief with property damage $1000 and
under.
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Most Serious Disposition (Adult Criminal Court Survey): A rule that applies in the event that a
case contains more than one charge. Dispositions are ordered from most to least serious as follows:
found guilty as charged or guilty of a lesser or included offence; committed for trial in Superior Court;
other (acquitted on account of insanity, waived infout of province or territory, other); stay of proceedings;
acquitted, withdrawn, dismissed, discharged at preliminary hearing; unknown.

Most Serious Sentence (Adult Criminal Court Survey): A rule that applies in the event that
more than one sentence is associated with a charge or the most serious conviction for a case.
Sentences are ordered from most to least serious as follows: prison; probation; fine;
restitution/compensation; other (absolute discharge, conditional discharge, suspended sentence;
payment of legal costs, other suspension of driver's license).

Most Significant Charge (Youth Court Survey): The most serious charge from the perspective
of the final outcome of the case upon adjudication or disposition. Where a person or case has only one
charge, it is defined as the most significant. Where more than one charge is linked to a person or case,
three criteria are used to select one charge as the most significant: (1) the decision of the court; (2) the
nature of the offence; (3) the disposition of the charge. Decisions are ordered from most to lease
serious as follows: transfer to adult court; guilty; other decision (not fit to stand trial); stay of
proceedings, charges withdrawn, or transfer to other jurisdiction; not guilty or charges dismissed.

Where two or more charges have the highest priority decision, the charge with the most serious offence
is selected as the most significant. Violent charges are given first priority in the selection process,
followed by drug and narcotic offences, property offences, other Criminal Code offences, offences under
the Young Offenders Act, and other federal statute offences. Offences are prioritized within these
offence categories. Where two or more charges are tied at this level, the charge with the most
significant disposition is selected.

Most Significant Decision (Youth Court Survey):  The most serious decision rendered for a
person or case. Decisions are ordered from the most to least serious as follows: transfer to adult court;
guilty; other decision (not fit to stand trial); stay of proceedings, charges withdrawn, or transfer to other
jurisdiction; not guilty or charges dismissed.

Most Significant Disposition (Youth Court Survey): The most serious disposition for a person or
case. The seriousness of the disposition is determined by the effect it has on the young person.
Dispositions are ordered from the most to the least serious as follows: secure custody; detention for
treatment; open custody; probation; fine; compensation; pay purchaser; compensation in kind;
community service order; restitution; prohibition, seizure or forfeiture; other disposition; absolute
discharge. If the disposition with the highest priority is a fine, compensate or pay purchaser, and there
is a combination of these, the disposition with the largest dollar value is selected as the most significant.
In the event that multiple charges result in multiple custody orders, the highest priority is assigned to the
longest custody order. The same situation applies in the case of multiple probation orders.

Other Criminal Code incidents: These incidents involve the remaining Criminal Code offences that
are not classified as violent or property (excluding traffic offences). Examples are mischief, bail
violations, disturbing the peace, arson, prostitution and offensive weapons.

Open custody: Custodial facilities for young offenders may be designed as either “open" or "secure”.
Open custody facilities closely monitor the actions and whereabouts of young offenders, but the
residents are allowed to leave the facility for reasons such as attending school. Group homes are an
example of an open custody facility.
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Other Federal Statute offences: These incidents include violations under federal statutes other than
the Criminal Code, the Narcotics Control Act and the Food and Drug Act. About one-half of the
incidents in this category fall under the Canada Shipping Act, the Immigration Act, the Customs Act, the
Excise Act, and the Bankruptcy Act.

Persons charged: The Uniform Crime Reporting Survey records the number of persons charged in
association with cleared incidents. For incidents cleared, the UCR survey collects the number of adults
charged (male and female) as well as the number of youths charged (male and female). The “persons
charged” category includes the number of people charged or recommended for charges by police, not
the number of charges laid or recommended against those people.

Probation: Probation orders are dispositions imposed by the Court that are a non-custodial sentence.
They are the release of an offender into the community under the supervision of a probation officer.
The release is conditional on the offender acting in a manner stipulated by his or her probation officer.

Property incidents: These incidents involve unlawful acts with the intent of gaining property but do not
involve the use or threat of violence against an individual. Theft, breaking and entering, fraud and
possession of stolen goods are examples of property crimes.

Provincial correctional facility: Correctional facilities that are run by the provincial or territorial
correctional services. Offenders who are sentenced to an aggregate term of imprisonment which is
less than two years are the exclusive responsibility of provincial/territorial correctional services and are
housed in provincial correctional facilities. Federal offenders sentenced to two years or more are first
admitted to provincial correctional facilities to allow the offender to exercise their right to appeal
(normally takes place within 30 days). Federally sentenced offenders who wave their right are then
transferred to a federal correctional facility (penitentiary).

Rate per 100,000 population: "Rate per 100,000 population® refers to the total number of incidents
divided by the total population and muitiplied by 100,000. A ‘rate® is an approximation of the relative
risk of being victimized by a criminal act. Rates may be calculated per other standard populations. For
instance, the General Social Survey calculates criminal victimization incidents per 1,000 population.

Remand: Typically, a person is remanded into custody pending the arrangement of Judicial Interim
Release, or to ensure that the accused appears in court, or to protect society from the accused.

Reported incidents: When a crime is reported to the police by a citizen, the incident is recorded as a
“reported” incident. Police then conduct a preliminary investigation to determine the validity of the
report. In addition, "reported” incidents include those which are uncovered by the police themselves.

Restitution/compensation: The act of paying the crime victim for any loss, damage or injury through
monetary payment or through the performance of specified services for the victim.

Secure custody: Custodial facilities for young offenders may be designed as either ‘open” or "secure"”.
Secure custody facilities are often called Youth Detention Centres and the premises are secured and
the movement of young offenders is strictly monitored.

Stay of proceedings: A halt by the Crown in the judicial proceedings where the court will not take

further action until the occurrence of some event. A stay can be temporary or permanent. The effect is
to suspend the proceedings rather than to terminate them altogether
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Suspended sentence: Where an accused pleads guilty or is found guilty of an offence, other than one
which carries a minimum sentence or is punishable by 14 years or life imprisonment, a sentencing court
may suspend the passing of sentence and direct that the offender be released upon the conditions
prescribed in a probation order. This sentencing option allows the court to later impose any sentence
that could have been imposed if the passing of sentence had not been suspended, a decision which
may be taken if the offender violates his/her probation order.

Violent incidents: These incidents, as collected by the Uniform Crime Reporting Survey, involve
offences that may result in physical injury to a person. These include homicide, attempted murder,
various forms of sexual and non-sexual assault, robbery and abduction. Traffic incidents that result in
death or bodily harm are included under Criminal Code traffic incidents.

Young Offenders Act (YOA): The YOA came into effect in 1984, replacing the Juvenile Delinquents
Act (JDA). At this time, 12 became the minimum age requirement for criminal responsibility under the
YOA. However, it was not until 1985 that the maximum age of 17 (up to the 18th birthday) was
established in all provinces and territories.

Youths: Youths, as defined in this publication, refer to those aged 12 to 17 (inclusive). This definition
applies to the target group that falls under the delegation of the Young Offenders Act (YOA). In this
publication, rates of accused youths are represented only by those aged 12 to 17 (inclusive). The
number of YOA incidents reported to police are included in the category "Other federal statute
offences".
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