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1991 ABORIGINAL PEOPLES SURVEY

The Aboriginal Peoples Survey (APS) offers data users a unique source of information on
the employment, education, language, health, and housing characteristics of Canada’s
Aboriginal peoples. The APS was conducted following the 1991 Census, and developed in
close consultation with Aboriginal organizations, social service agencies, and government
departments.

The APS is a valuable tool that offers data users community-level information that can help
them successfully plan, assess, and implement important community development goals.
In helping to achieve some of these important goals, the APS provides data users with:

n Community-level data for all participating Aboriginal communities, including
Indian reserves and settlements, and Métis and Inuit communities, with a
minimum population of 40 persons;

] Information for all Aboriginal groups, including North American Indians living
on and off Indian reserves and settlements, the Métis, and the Inuit;

n Data on the employment, income, health, lifestyle and social issues, language,
tradition, disability, mobility and housing characteristics of Aboriginal peoples;

] Socio-demographic information gathered from the 1991 Census, such as
income and highest level of schooling, can be used to supplement the APS
database, thereby creating a more comprehensive profile of the APS
respondents;

] Information for various levels of geography, including Canada, the provinces
and territories, and selected metropolitan areas.

The above information is available in a variety of Statistics Canada products and services,
including catalogued publications, community profiles, micro data files, an APS workshop,
and through custom data requests that can be ordered from your regional office of Statistics
Canada.






HOW INFORMATION FROM THE ABORIGINAL PEOPLES SURVEY CAN BE USED

The 1991 Aboriginal Peoples Survey (APS) is a new survey, developed in consultation with
Aboriginal organizations and government departments, that collected information from
people who identified as North American Indian, Inuit or Métis, and/or are registered under
the Indian Act. This valuable source of information can help you to:

m Plan economic development strategies to support Aboriginal businesses and to
identify business opportunities

m Identify barriers to Aboriginal employment and to help develop needed training
programs

- ® Help determine gaps and priorities in Aboriginal health and social services,
facilities, and programs

m Plan school curriculums and adult training courses

m Improve services and facilities at home, work, and schoo! for persons with
disabilities .

m Assess the demand for programs and services in Aboriginal languages

m Determine the extent of participation in traditional activities and barriers to
participation

m Assess perceived health conditions and social problems in the community

® Determine the demand for housing and related services






APS PRODUCTS AND SERVICES

Products and services of the Aboriginal Peoples Survey have been developed based on extensive
consultations with data users. There are five types of products and services available from the
APS:

Reference Guide

A free publication, the User’s Guide - 1991 Aboriginal Data is a comprehensive guide to two
sources of statistical information about Aboriginal peoples in Canada: the 1991 Census and the
1991 Aboriginal Peoples Survey. Release date - October, 1993

Data Publications _
This series of four publications contains highlights and statistical tables for Canada, provinces and
territories, and selected Census Metropolitan Areas. The publications are divided into subject

areas, namely: Age and Sex; Language, Tradition, Health, Lifestyle and Social Issues; Schooling,
Work and Related Activities, Income, Expenses and Mobility; and Disability and Housing.

Analytical Publications
Three statistical profile publications are planned dealing with North American Indians, Métis, and
Inuit respectively. These publications are scheduled for release for Fall 1994,

Community Profiles:

. A statistical profile for individual Aboriginal communities is available following each APS data
release. These are presently available in paper output. An electronic product format is planned
for Summer 1994.

Micro Data Files:
Three files will be available: adults, children and household. Release date - Spring 1994.

Custom Data Service:
This service is available to provide custom tabulations, i.e., statistical tables that have not been
pre-produced in publications and other output formats.

APS Workshop:
The purpose of this workshop is to familiarize both new and experienced data users with the APS
and the information it collected. Release date - January, 1994,






ABORIGINAL PEOPLES SURVEY COMMUNITY PROFILES

Getting The Information You Need

Statistical profiles are available for 600 Aboriginal communities including Indian reserves
and settlements, and Inuit and Métis communities that participated in the 1991 Aboriginal
Peoples Survey.

These profiles include all communities with a minimum population of 40 persons who
identify with their Aboriginal origins, and/or are registered under the Indian Act.

Information from the Aboriginal Peoples Survey, as well as selected data from the 1991
Census, is presented in each profile for the community, the province or territory, and
Canada for comparison purposes.

Community profiles contain statistical information on a selection of topics, such as:
Aboriginal languages; traditional activities; disability; health, lifestyle and social issues;
mobility; schooling; work and related activities; expenditures; sources of income; and
housing,

Community profiles are presently available in paper format. An electronic format product
is planned for Fall, 1994.

Profiles are priced for individual communities as well as for provincial/territorial and
Canada level packages.






STATISTICS CANADA
presents
The 1991 Aboriginal Peoples Survey (APS) Workshop

"Using APS for Decision Making:
Getting the Information You Need"

The Aboriginal Peoples Survey was conducted by Statistics Canada following the 1991
Census. This new survey was developed in consultation with Aboriginal organizations and
government departments. From those people who identified as North American Indian,
Meéiis or Inuit, and/or are registered under the Indian Act, the survey collected information
on such issues as employment, education, language, health, and mobility.

The purpose of this one-day workshop is to familiarize both new and experienced data users
with the Aboriginal Peoples Survey--the information it collected, as well as the products and
services available from the survey.

This valuable workshop is intended for Aboriginal organizations and communities,
educators, health-care teams, media, economic development officers, government
departments, business people and others interested in learning how to access and use the
results of this important new survey.

Topics covered in the workshop include: using statistical indicators for community
development, survey content and suggested uses of the data, related census information,
methodology, how 10 access APS information, and other relevant subjects.

The format includes lectures, discussion groups, exercises and case studies,






Regional Reference Centres

Statistics Canada’s Regional Reference Centres provide a full range of products and services. Each reference centre is equipped
with a library and a sales counter where users can consult or purchase publications, microcomputer diskettes, microfiche, maps

and more. The staff of the Regional Reference Centres provides consultative and research services in addition to providing
after-sales service and support, including seminars and workshops on the use of Statistics Canada information.

Each centre has facilities to retrieve information from Statistics Canada’s computerized data retrieval systems CANSIM and
E-STAT. A telephone inquiry service is also available with toll-free numbers for regional users outside local calling areas. Call,
write, fax or visit the nearest Regional Reference Centre for more information.

Atlantic Region

Serving Newfoundland and Labrador,
Nova Scotia, Prince Edward Island
and New Brunswick

Advisory Services

Statistics Canada

North American Life Centre
1770 Market Street

Halifax, Nova Scotia

B3J 3M3

Local calls; (902) 426-5331
Toll-free service: 1-800-565-7192
Fax number: (902) 426-9538

Quebec Region

Advisory Services

Statistics Canada

200 René Lévesque Bivd. W.
Guy Favreau Complex

Suite 412, East Tower
Montreal, Quebec

H2Z 1X4

Local calls: (514) 283-5725
Toll-free service: 1-800-361-2831
Fax pumber: (514) 283-9350

National Capital Region

Statistical Reference Centre (NCR)
Statistics Canada

R.H. Coats Building Lobby
Holland Avenue

Ottawa, Ontaric

K1A 0T6

Local calls: (613) 951-8116

If outside the local calling area,
please dial the toll-free number for
your region

Fax number: (613) 951-0581

Ontario Region

Advisory Services

Statistics Canada

Arthur Meighen Building, 10th Floor
25 St. Ciair Avenue East

Toronto, Ontario

M4T 1M4

Local calls: (416) 973-6586
Toll-free service: 1-800-263-1136
Fax number: (416) 973-7475

Prairie Reglon

Serving Manitoba, Saskatchcwan,
Alberta and the Northwest Territories

Advisory Services

Statistics Canada

MacDonald Building, Suite 300
344 Edmonton Street
Winnipeg, Manitoba

R3B 3L9

Local calls: (204) 983-4020
Toll-free service: 1-800-661-7828
Fax number: (204) 983-7543

Advisory Services
Statistics Canada
Avord Tower, Sth Floor
2002 Victoria Avenue
Regina, Saskatchewan
S4P OR7

Local calls: (306) 780-5405 _
Toll-free service: 1-800-667-7164
Fax number: (306) 780-5403

Telecommunications Device Access for the Hearing-impaired 1-800-363-7629
Toll frec order only line (Canada and USA) 1-800-267-6677

Aadvisory Services
Statistics Canada
First Street Plaza, Room 401

. 138-4th Avenue South East

Calgary, Alberta
T2G 4Z6

Local calls: (403) 292-6717
Toll-free service: 1-800-563-7828
Fax number: (403) 292-4958

Advisory Services
Statistics Canada

Park Square, 8th Floor
10001 Bellamy Hill
Edmonton, Alberta
T51 3B6

Local calls: (403) 495-3027
Toll-free service: 1-800-563-7828
Fax number: (403) 495-5318

Pacific Region

Serving British Columbia and the
Yukon Territory

Advisory Services

Statistics Canada

Sinclair Centre, Suite 300
757 West Hastings Street
Vancouver, British Columbia
V6C 3C9

Local calls: (604) 666-3691
Toll-free service: 1-800-663-1551
Fax number: (604) 666-4863
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1991 CENSUS OF CANADA Eavsllince grexiuiioncy

HIGHLIGHTS

The 1991 Census shows...
e Over one million report Aboriginal origins
e Just over half with Aboriginal origins reported non-Aborlgmai origins as well
e The majority of the population in the Northwest Territories reported Aboriginal origins

The 1991 Aboriginal Peoples Survey shows...
e 626,000 people identified with an Aboriginal group

e Those who identified with an Aboriginat group tended to be younger than Canada'’s total
population

e The majority who identified with an Aboriginal group lived west of Ontario

Age and Sex

Aboriginal Data

1991 Census

Aborigina) Data: Age and Sax, a publication which focuses on me Aboriginal Population in Canada, is now available. The
information presented was obtained from the 1991 Census of Canada and the 1991 Aboriginal Peoples Survey (APS).

The census population consists of those persons who reported at least ona Abariginal origin (i.s., North American Indian,
Métis, or inuit ancestry) on the census long questionnaire. The census data presented show both single Aboriginal origin
responses and multiple responses broken down by Aboriginal group.

Tha APS includes persons who identifiad with at least one Aboriginal group (North American Indian, Métis, Inuit, or a specific
-group such es Cree of inuvialuit) or who reported registered Indian status under the Indian Act of Canada.

Both data sources provide age and sex distributions for Canada, provinces, territories, and census metropolitan areas.

To obtain a copy of Aboriginal Data: Age and Sex (94-327, $30), see "How to Order Publications®. For more information,
contact your nearest Statistics Canada Regional Refarence Centre.
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Statistics Canada conducted the 17th Census of Over 1 million with Aboriginal ancestry
Population since Confederation on June 4, 1991.

Following the 1991 Census, the agency conducted In the 1991 Census, 1,002,675 people reported

the first Aboriginal Peoples Survey. Today’s Daily having Aboriginal origins, either as their only ancestry
presents Aboriginal data on age, sex and or in combination with other origins. Thisis an
geographical distribution from both the census and increase of 41 per cent from 1986 when 711,720

the survey. These first people reported

results from the Aboriginal
Peoples Survey will be
foliowed by data on such as changes in
language, tradition, |- R A st , ; Su fertility and mortality,
disability, health, lifestyle ‘origins: : : ! : cannot explain an
and social issues in May |l increase of this size
1993. Additional census over a five year period.
data on socio-economic Clearly, significant
characteristics will be numbers of people who
published later in 1893. had not previously

The 1991 Census reported an Aboriginal

Aboriginal origins.
Demographic factors,

provides data for the origin did so in 1991,
approximately one million maost likely due to
people who reported 3 : = heightened awareness
Aboriginal onigins while the of Aboriginal issues
1991 Aboriginal Peoples Survey provides data for those arising from the extensive public discussion of these
people (some 626,000) who identified with an Aboriginal matters in the period leading up to the 1991 Census.
group and/or who were registered Indians as defined by :

the Indian Act of Canada.

Total Population Reporting Aboriginal Origins, Canada, Provinces and Territories, 1986 and 1991 Censuses

%

1986 1991 : Change

Canada 711,720 1,002,675 a1
Newfoundiand - 9,555 13,110 37
Prince Edward Island 1,280 1,880 46
Nova Scotia 14,225 21,885 . 54
New Brunswick . 8,375 12,815 . 37
Quebec 80,945 137,615 70
Ontario 167,375 : 243,550 46
Manitoba 85,235 116.200 36
Saskatchewan 77,650 ; 96,580 24
Alberta 103,925 148,220 43
British Columbia 126,625 169,035 33
Yukon 4,995 6,390 28

Northwest Temitories 30,530 35,390 ' 16
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Percentage of the Population Reporting Aboriginal Origins, Canada,
Provinces and Territories, 1991 Census

Nfid P.El. NS. N.B. Que. Ont. Man. Saskk Alta. B.C. Y.T. NW.T.

The increase in reported Aboriginat ancestry

- varied among the provincas and territories. In
Quebec, where the percentage increase was
greatest, the number of people reportirg Aboriginal
origins rose by 70 per cent, largely the result of an
increase in the number reporting Aboriginal ancestry
in combination with other origins. The Northwest
Territories experienced the smallest increase (16 per
cent), although here as well, much of the increase
was due to a rise in the number of people reporting
Aboriginal ancestry in combination with other origins,

Overall, the proportion of Canada's population
reporting Aboriginat origins Increased from 2.8 per
cent in 1986 to 3.7 per cent in 1991,

The Northwest Territories was the only province
or territory where people reporting Aboriginal origins
represented the majority (62 per cent) of the
population. People with Aboriginal origins accounted
for almost one-quarter (23 per cent) of the population
in the Yukon, 11 per cent in Manitoba, 10 per cent in
Saskatchewan, 6 per cent in Alberta, and 5 per cent
in British Columbia. In each of the provinces east of
Manitoba, the population with Aboriginal origins
accounted for less than 3 per cent of the total
popuiation.

'The amnh: ongin question on the 1991 Census was slmilar to
that asked onthe:last Census in 1988. -In an.effort to. axplain.
‘tlaarly.that the purpese of the question was to-measure the
-ancestral origins of the Canadian population, the wording’ ‘of .

the-1991.question was chariged slightly and a note-was -
included on the.questionnaire summarizing’ tha purpose:of
the question. These changes should not affect the .- -
oomparabllrty of ethntc orlgln data batwean 1986 and 1991

. 1"""\ .

Nevalthelea eaution mustbe exe:cised in maldng

‘comparisons. Measures of ethnicity are complex;: and can: be
-affectad by changes in the environment in which tha quesﬁons "
‘are asked as well as by changes In respondents’ '
:undarstanding or views about tha topic. Changesin such
‘factors:as awareness of family.background.or [ength:of time
:since immigration can affect responses to the question, as can

confusion with.other concapts such as citizenship, nationality,’

elanguaga or cultural identity. sin the case of the 1991 Census,
‘public attention on Aboriginal issuss-in the year leading up to

the Cansus may have contributed to.increased reporting. of

‘Aboriginal origins; similarly, pre-census publicity calling forthe
-reporting of Canadian as an-exprassion of national identity may -

have contributed to & 'substantial increase in the number of

;parsons providing this response and a dacreasa In other
‘ongins, especlajly British. - ..

e —r—

— —
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Just over half with Aboriginal origins number of people who reported a single Aboriginal
also reported non-Aboriginal origins origin rose by 26 per cent over the same period: from
373,260 in 1986 to 470,615in 1991,

Of those people who reported having Aboriginal

ancestors, 47 per cent reported a single Aboriginal fsmgle and Multlple Responses

origin while 53 per cent reported mulitiple ancestries. - iy : T

Among those reporting multiple ancestries, the majority :A dngle response occurs: when @ respondant reports one

(98 per cent) reported Aboriginal origins in combination ‘ethnic:origin only. For-example, 365,375 parsons 93\'6 North .

with non-Aboriginal origins. The remaining 2 per cent . f”"m Indian-as theironly ofgi. :

had rputtiple }‘\boriginal o.rigirjs_only, for example, North A mumpla rasponsa ‘occurswhena respondem prwldes two or

American Indian and Inuit onigins. imore:ethnic origins. :In:1991;'532,060 people:gave:a’ . . -

Over the 1986 to 1991 period, the number of ‘combination of at least two of the following types’ offesrmses

people who reported havirg one Aboriginal origin in | North ‘American Indian,:Métis; Inult and non-Aboriginal, * . ",

combination with other origins grew faster than the n respmding o the cansus: quesmn on ethnlc oﬂgm’ sbme _

number who reported a single Aboriginal origin only. ‘people reported a combination of ‘AboriginaVnon- Aboriginal~  °

In 1991, 532,060 people reported that they had iﬂﬂghm These %ﬂ:ﬂoﬂs of f:?ﬁmesﬂm Gﬂmﬁg ;ﬂd@f '
s . P : st ‘each relevant’ group. -As & rasult, the sum 8 .

Abt:g?:’gmal ongtl;is ] ::g;né)lr}atlon wuth_omen;:ngms, varlous Abotiginal nses s ¢ mmr mn the m| popmaﬁm

up 57 per cent from . In comparison, the ‘reporting an Abongm]'“' ancestry. g L

Total Population Reporting Aboriginal Origins Showing Single and Multlple Responses, Canada,
Provinces and Territories, 1986 and 1991 Censuses

Single Responses Multiple Responses

1986 1991 % Change 1986 1991 % Change
Canada 373,260 470,615 26.1 338,460 532,060 57.2
Newfoundiand 3,825 5,340 - 396 5,730 7,770 356
Prince Edward Island 410 395 - 875 1,480 69.1
Nova Scotia 5,960 7,530 26.3 8,260 14,355 73.8
New Brunswick 3,880 4,270 1041 5,500 8,550 55.5
Quebec ‘ 49,325 65,405 -32.6 31,620 72,210 128.4
Ontario . : 55,560 71,005 27.8 111,815 172,545 54.3
Manitoba 55,410 74,345 342 29,820 41,855 - 40.4
Saskatchewan 55,645 66,270 191 22,005 30,310 37.7
Alberta : 51,665 68,445 325 52,265 79,780 52.6
British Columbia 61,130 74,420 217 65,495 94,620 44.5
Yukon 3,280 3,775 15.1 1,718 2,610 52.2
Northwest Territories 27175 29,415 8.2 3,355 5,970 779
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North American Indian responses more
numerous

Over three-quanters (78 per cent) of the 1,002,675
people who reported Aboriginal origins reported North
American Indian ancestry. When single and multiple
responses are combined, 783,980 people reported
North American Indian, 212,650 reporied Métis and
49,255 reported Inuit.

Persons Reporting North American
Indian, Canada, 1991 Census

North Amreriosn
Inclian and Othar
Nerth Amariasn
Au?s"'
N = 783,080 A wio
%

Some people reported a combination of different
Aboriginal/non-Aboriginal origins. These
combinations of responses are counted under each
relevant Aboriginal group. As a result, the sum of the
various Aboriginal responses (1,045,885) is slightly
greater than the total population reporting an
Aboriginal ancestry (1,002,675).

Of the three Aboriginal groups, those people
reporting an Inuit origin were the least likely to report
having another origin: €61 per cent of people who
reported |nuit reported having Inuit origins only.
Among peopie who reported North American indian
origins, slightly more had North American indian
origins in combination with non-Aboriginal orgins
(379,470 people) than had only North American

Indian origins (365,375). A similar situation was
recorded for people who reported Métis origins:
99,560 reported Métis and non-Aboriginal origins
while 75,150 reported Métis origins only.

Persons Reporting Métis,
Canada, 1991 Census

Persons Reporting Inuit,
Canada, 1991 Census

* May a0 Inctude non-Aboriginal ongina.
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Indian Reserves and Settiements

The 1991 Census enumerated 207,470 people living
on Indian reserves and settlements across the
country. Of these, 188,270 people reported
Aboriginal origins. A large proportion, 86 per cent, of
all those who were living on Indian reserves and
settlements in 1991 reported having a single
Aboriginal origin.

While the 1991 Census enumerated the majority
of Indian reserves and settlements in Canada there
were 78 Indian reserves and seftlements (out of
about 950 occupied and uncccupled territories) where
enumeration was not permitted, was interrupted
before it could be completed, was late or the quality
of the collected data was considered inadequate. It is
estimated that approximately 38,000 persons were
missed on these incompletely enumerated Indian
reserves and settlements. For more information
please refer to the note on page 11 of today’s Daily.

Among people living on Indian reserves and
settlements who reported an Aboriginal origin, the
majority, 94 per cent, reported North American Indian

as their only origin. Only a small proportion (4 per
cent) reported having a single Aboriginal origin (North
American Indian, Métis or Inuif) in combination with a
non-Aboriginal origin.

Overall, 48 per cent (176,620 people) of all those
who reported having North American Indian origins
only, lived on Indian reserves and settlements. In
comparison, 2 per cent of those who reported Métis
origins only, and less than 1 per cent of those with
Inuit origins only, lived on Indian reserves and
settlements.

The 1991 Census also coliected information on
the number of persons who were registered Indians
as defined by the Indian Act of Canada. Some
386,000 people reported being registered under this
Act. This count excludes people who were living on
Indian reserves and settlements where enumeration
was not permitted, was interrupted, occurred too late
for incluston, or where the quality of the data
collected was considered inadequate. Also excluded
from this count were Registered Indians living in
institutions and those who were otherwise missed by
the census.

Population on Indian Reserves and Indian Settiements,
Canada, 1991 Census

* May also include non-Aboriginal origins.

Aboriginal
{Single Response)
85.8%
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st all identify with one Aboriginal R
Almo iy 9 ’—1 991 Aborlginal Peoples Survey
group
- A!arge-scale survey of peopte who reported Abongma] -
gg ;1931 Abolngmhal reoﬁizz i';wfy fealur;d_ tll'uat -and/or who reported baing registered under the
/10 pacple who repo ongina_ ongins Indian Act of Canada was conducted.after the 1991
and/or who were registered under the Indian Act of ‘Census.<Ttils survey; the‘Aboriginal Peop!es Survey,
Canada identified with an Aboriginal group. The vast ‘was developed In consultation with L
majority (99 per cent) of these people identified with organizations and govemment depanmams me T
just one Aboriginal group — North American indian, those people who Identified as North American indian,’
Métis or Inuit. Métis or Iniiit, the survey collacted information on such j"
issues as’ emp!oyment, educahoq Ianguage health and
Seven out of ten lived west of Ontario bmty BT e e e R
. . . ‘It shou!d be noted that 181 indtan resarves and
Approximately 69 per cent of the population who iden- settlements’ (approximately:20, 000.persons) and .
tified with an Aboriginal group lived west of Ontario, another 14:Aboriginal communities (approxlmate!y
compared to 29 per cent of Canada's total population. 2000 persons) who participated.in the 1991 Census
The difference was most apparent in the Prairie did:not participate'in the Aboriginal. Peoples Survey E
provinces. Manitoba, Saskatchewan and Alberta were For additional information on Indian reserves and
home to almost half (46 per cent) of all people who settlements not surveyed by the Aboiginal Peoples
identified with an Aboriginal group in 1991, but home to Survey; please refar.to then nots on, :page. Aof wdaVs
only 17 per cent of Canada's total population. The - - i o '

Population Distribution, Provinces and Territories,
1991 Aboriginal Peoples Survey

40— 2
BO~F - - - =15 - e ek e e s s ete e == s - - ..o
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Population who Identify with an Aboriginal Group
Bl Canada’s Total Population
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Northwest Territonies, with less than one per cent of
Canada’s total population, accounted for aimost 6 per
cent of the population who identified with an Aboriginal
group.

People who identified with an Aboriginal group were
much iess likely to live in a major urban centre than was
the Canadian population in general. Overall, 26 per
cent of those who identified with an Aboriginal group
lived in the eleven census metropolitan areas included
in the Aboriginal Peoples Survey. In comparison, those
eleven metropolitan areas were home to almost 47 per-
cent of Canada’s total popuiation.

A young population

Age distributions reveal other differences between the
total Canadian population and the population who
identified with an Aboriginal group. The Aboriginal
Peoples Survey reveals that the population identifying
with ah Aboriginal group tended to be much younger
than Canada’s total population: 38 per cent were under
the age of 15, compared to 21 per cent for Canada's
total population. Seven per cent of the population
identifying with an Aboriginal group was aged 55 and
over, compared to 20 per cent for Canada’s total
population.

Population Distribution by Age Group, Canada,
1991 Aboriginal Peoples Survey
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North American Indian

The Aboriginal Peoples Survey found that 460,680
people identified themselves as North American
Indian. Of these, 64 per cent lived off-reserve, while
the remainder, 36 per cent, lived on-reserve. It should
be noted that 181 indian reserves and settiements
(representing approximately 20,000 people) and
another 14 Aboriginal communities (representing
approximately 2,000 people) who participated in the
1991 Census did not participate in the Aboriginal
Peoples Survey. For additional information on indian
reserves and settlements not surveyed by the
Aboriginal Peoples Survey, please refer to the note on
page 11 of today’s Daily.

Geographically, the population identifying as North
American Indian was concentrated in five provinces:
Ontario, Manitoba, Saskatchewan, Alberta and British
Columbia. Combined, these provinces were home to
84 per cent of people who reported that they identified
as North American Indian.

Population Distribution, Canada, Provinces and
Territories, 1891 Aboriginal Peoples Survey

Canada's Population

Total Identitying as

Population North American

Indian

Canada 100.0% 100.0%

Number 26,994,045 450,680
Newfoundiand 21 08
Prince Edwand Island - 0.5 02
Nova Scotia 33 1.8
New Brunswick 2.7 11
Quabec 25.2 9.0
Ontario 37.0 223
Manitoba 4.0 144
Saskatchewan 38 13.0
Alberta 9.3 141
British Columbia 12.0 20.2
Yukon 01 0.8
Northwest Territories 0.2 21

Distribution by Age Group, Canada,
1991 Aboriginal Peoples Survey

Canada’s Population

Age Total Identifying as

Group Population ~ North American

Indian

Total 100.0% 100.0%
0-4 74 14.0
5-14 14.0 23.4
15-24 14.2 , 18.4
25-34 17.9 17.6
35-54 2741 18.4
55+ 19.7 7.2

Compared to Canada’s total population, those who
identified as North American Indian were 2.5 times as
likely to live in Manitoba, Saskatchewan or Alberta.
These provinces accounted for almost 42 per cent of
the population who identified as North American Indian,
compared to just 17 per cent of Canada’s total
population.

Of the eleven census metropolitan areas included
in the Aboriginal Peoples Survey, Regina had the
highest concentration of people who idertified as North
American Indian (3.9 per cent) while Saskatoon and
Winnipeg, with 3.1 per cent identifying as North '
American Indian, were next. ‘

The Aboriginal Peoples Survey found that aimost
one-quarter (23 per cent) of the population who
identified as North American Indian was between the
ages of 5 and 14 in 1991, compared to only 14 per cent
for the total Canadian population. Some 14 per cent of -
those who identified as North American Indian were
under the age of five, compared to 7 per cent for
Canada’s total population.

When all age groups are compared, the biggest .
difference between the population identifying as North
American Indian and Canada’s total population occurs
in the over 55 age group: just 7 per cent of the North
American Indian group belong to this age group
compared to 20 per cent of Canada's total population.
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Métis
The Aboriginal Peoples Survey found that of the Distribution by Age Group, Canada

group 135,265 identified as Métis.
When compared to Canada’s total population,

people who identified as Métis were much more likely to Age cma-f:t':, T::n":?;ﬁg
live in Manitoba, Saskatchewan and Alberta. Almost Group Population as Métis
three-quarters (73 per cent) of people who identified as

Métis lived in these three provinces while the same can

be said for only 17 per cent of Canada’s total Total 100.0% 100.0%
popuiation. While 25 per cent of Canada’s total 0-4 ‘ 7.1 14.1
population lived in Quebec and another 37 per cent in 5-14 14.0 237
Ontario, these two provinces were home to just 6 per 15.24 : 142 18.6
cent and 9 per cent, respectively, of the poputation who 25-34 , 17.9 18.4

c . 35-54 27.1 18.3
idertified as Métis. 55 + 19.7 6.9

Compared to the population who identified as North
Population Distribution, Canada, Provinces and American indian, the population who identified as Métis
Territories, 1991 Aboriginal Peoples Survey was more likety to live in a major metropoiitan area.
While about one-quarter (24 per cent) of the North
. . American indian poptlation lived in the eleven census
Canada's ’,’m metropolitan areas included in the 1991 Aboriginal
Population as Métis Peoples Survey, aimost 38 per cent of the Métis
population lived in these cities. Overall, 47 per cent of
Canada 100.0% 100.0% Canac:’a;s It;c:pulatlctn lived in these eleven census
Number 26,994,045 135,265 metro areas . .
Of the eleven census metropolitan areas included
Newfoundland 2.1. 1.5 in the Aboriginal Peoples Survey, Saskatoon had the
:rinoe sﬁgﬁwam Istand gg o 2 highest concentration of people who identified as Métis
ova L - (2.7 per cent), followed by Winnipeg (2.3 per cent),
gﬂ:’;:mm" é_; 2'1 Regina (2.0 per cent) and Edmonton (1.6 per cent).
Ontario 37.0 8.9 The age structure of the population who identified
Manitoba 4.0 248 as Métis was very simiiar to that of the population who
Saskatchewan 36 20.0 identified as North American indian. A large proportion
Aberta 8.3 28.6 (38 per cent) of the population who identified as Métis
,Bﬂ':::: Columbla 1‘2‘? g';' were under age 15 and a small proportion (7 per cent)
Northwest Teritories 02 29 were over age 55. Of Canada’s total population, 21 per
cent were under age 15 and 20 per cent were aged
S85-and-over,
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Concentration of Persons who identified as Métis and North American Indian Living in Selected
Census Metropolitan Areas, 1991 Aborlginai Peopies Survey

Population identitying as:

Canada's Total

Population Métis North American Indian

# # % # %

Halifax 317,630 - - 1,135 0.4
Montréal 3,091,115 1,675 0.1 5,400 0.2
Ottawa-Hull - 912,100 1,425 0.2 5195 0.6
Toronto 3,863,105 1,430 0.1 12,920 0.3

Winnhipeg _ 645,610 14,990 2.3 20,255 3.1
Regina 189,440 3,720 2.0 7,300 39
Saskatoon 207,825 5,585 27 6,380 3.1
Calgary 748,210 4,285 06 9,870 1.3
Edmonton 832,165 13,515 1.6 15,910 1.9
Vancouver 1,584,115 4,070 0.3 21,845 14
0.1 4,130 1.5

Victoria 283,630 345

et

| : . Beceizsa the sampis for the Abariginal Peoples Survey wes selected -
lncompletely Enumerated Indian. :  toenthe 1991 phiaesd e are a0 Nt

Reserves: 11991 Census and 19917 " "= jraieq n the Aboriginal Peoples Suvey. An addtional 187 Indian

. e Bl -'-;mmmmwtwngmzo.ooom wers ...

Abongmal Pe?'?lye s §u"rvey 5 f(;; e E s :;momplsmlyenwnerated dumgmeAboriginalPeoplasSurvay T

mnmmmlmmmmmm -becausa v

enumerated during the 1991 Census. . As a rasul, data for 1991 are * ; el y s . : G

mmﬁ;m arem:m toraﬂectedgao;;t?;arsas. tl.astsofthesa !momptetely envinerated reserves and sstiements .

comparisons (e.9. percentage change) betwean 1986 and 1991.afe . ;canbetomd me%mmmmwnm (Catalogua No. . .

not exact. -For larger areas (Canada, provinces, terriioriss, census “94'327) ireleas today L
men'opomanareas)melmpactofmenﬂsshgdmalsqunemaﬂ ‘

1
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Inuit

The Aboriginai Peoples Survey found that 36,215
pecple identified as Inuit.

Aimost 91 per cent of people who identified as
Inuit lived in the Northwest Territories, Quebec
(primarily the northem azreas), Newfoundland and
Labrador. In comparison, 28 per cent of Canada's
total population lived in these areas.

Population Distribution, Canada, Provinces and
Termritories, 1991 Aboriginal Peoples Survey

Canada'’s Population

Total Identifying

Population as Inult

Canada 100.0% 100.0%
Number 26,904,045 36,215
Newfoundland 21 . - 13.0
Prince Edward island 0.5 -
Nova Scotia 33 0.2
New Brunswick 2.7 0.2
Quebec 252 19.4
Ontario 37.0 2.2
Manitoba 4.0 1.3
Saskatchewan 36 0.4
Albenta 9.3 a7
British Columbia 12.0 1.4
Yukon 0.1 0.2

Northwest Tarmritories 0.2 58.1

Distribution by Age Group, Canada,
1991 Aboriginal Peoples Survey

Canada's Population
Age Total Identifying
Group Poputation as Inuit
Total 100.0% 100.0%
0-4 71 17.0
5-14 14.0 255
15-24 14.2 20.3
25-34 17.8 16.6
35-54 271 14.2
55+ 19.7 63

Whiie the under-15 proportions of the North
American Indian and Métis populations were larger
than that for the total Canadian population, this
difference was even greater for those who identified
as Inuit: almost 43 per cent were under 15 years-of-
age, compared to 37 per cent of those who identified
as North American indian, 38 per cent of those who
identified as Métis and 21 per cent of the total
Canadian population.

Compared to the other two Aboriginal groups, a
slightly smaller proportion of those who identified as
inuit were over age 55: 6 per cent of the population
who identified as Inuit versus about 7 per cent for the
populations who identified as North American Indian
or Métis.
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Data Comparabllity and Content Conslderatlons employment authorizations, Minister’s permits or who ware
. : . ‘refugse claimants; the 1991 Cansus enumerated some 223,410
Users of Census data should take into account factors which ~ ™™™ "mm &ﬁl??&hmmmgs 3;:“;1"9 Sliﬂbheﬁy less
gﬁdpgwgmﬂw 0t 1891 Census data with thosa - | espedially careful when comparing data trom 1891-and previous
' W+ ‘Censuses in'geographic areas where thare is a:concantration of. -
Changes In the completaness of Enumeutlon Nonationsl ~_non-pemmanant residents, particutarly the major metropolltan
~oensus:can ubtﬁn ;acomplate snumeration:of the: popu[atbn [, ..EI'BES of QUSDBB Onmrio and British OOIUMbh- -
"Vanations in the completeness of enumenation can.occur rom =~ - ) .
-ane census to ancther. Estmatesofmeoomplatenesso!ﬂw .Excluslonofmsmuﬁonalnes!dom Thaanatvsissbasedm .
1991 cGl-sus ara now. miab]e . - . o : dam WIMN fm asample Of 20 par. cent Of fbuseholds which .
- ; s ’ .compieted_tha long form questionnaire. .As with the 1686 and
'Non-peﬂ'nanerlt residents: in 1991 ‘the’ Canws eounted both 1881 Censusas, the data do not includs institutional residents.
permanent and non-permanant:residents of Canada. - L. 7 UThe'total number after-weighting (26,994,000} is slightly smaller
--Non-permanamrasldemsareparsmswhoheldstudentor . -than the 100 per cent data {27,297,000).
_ — =

1991 Aboriginal Data Products

From the 1991 Census:

Canada’s Aboriginal Population by Census Subdlvislons, 1991 - Second quarter 1993

Proflle of Canada’s Aborlginal Population, 1991 - Fourth quarter 1993

From the 1991 Aboriginal Peoples Survey:

Languadé, Traditlon, Disabllity, Health, Lifestyle and Soclal Issues - May, 1993
~ Schooling, Work and Related Activitles, Income and Expenses - Fall, 1993

Mobllity and HousIng - First quarter, 1994

Community Profiles - First quarter, 1994

Mlcro Data File - Spring, 1994

North American Indlans - A Statistical Proflle - Fall, 1994

The Métis - A Statistical Protlle - Fall, 1894

The Inult - A Statistical Profile - Fall, 1994
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Upcoming Release Dates

Information on
April 13, 1993 Income
April 27, 1993 Social and economic characteristics of families, housing costs, educational
: , attainment, school attendance and major field of study
May 11, 1993 Fertility, mobility, migration, place of work and religion

Simplify your search for data with the Statistics
Canada Catalogue 1992. Using the keyword index,
you'll find sources for statistics on all areas of
Canadian social and economic activity. For easy
access to over 800 Statistics Canada products and
services, order the Siatistics Canada Catalogue
1992 (11-204E, $13.95; United States: US §17;
Other Countries: US $20).

You may order Statistics Canada products and
services by telephone. From Canada and the
United States, cali toli-free 1-800-267-6677. From
all other locations, call 613-951-7277 (not toli-free).

You may purchase Statistics Canada
publications by writing to Publication Sales, Room

How to Order Publications

1710, Main Building, Statistics Canada, Ottawa
K1A OTS6.

Please enclose a cheque or money order
payable to the Receiver General for
Canada/Fublications. Provide full information on
each publication order (catalogue number, litle,
issue). Canadian customers, please add 7% GST.

Fublications may also be ordered from Stalistics
Canada’s Regional Reference Centres in St. John's,
Halifax, Montréal, Ottawa, Toronto, Winnipeg,
Regina, Edmonton, Calgary and Vancouver, or from
authonzed bookstore agents or other booksellers.

Canada K1A OT6.

Statistics Canada’s Official Release Bulletin for Statistical Information

- Catalogue 11-001E. Price: Canada: $120.00 annually; United States: US $144.00 annually;
Cther Countries; US $168.00 annually

Published by the Communications Division
Statistics Canada, 10-N, R.H. Coats Bidg., Tunney's Pasture, Ottawa, Ontarioc K1AQT6

Senior Editor: Greg Thomson (613-851-1187)
Editor: Tim Prichard (613-951-1103)

Pubiished by authority of the Minister responsible for Statistics Canada. © Minister of
tndustry, Sclence and Technology, 1993. Allrights reserved. No part of this pubiication may
be reproduced, stored in a retrieval systemn or transmitted in any form or by any means,
electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording or otherwise, without prior written pemmission
from the Licence Services, Marketing Division, Statistics Canada, Ottawa, Ontario,
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Language, Tradition, Health, Lifestyle and Social Issues,
1991 Aboriginal Peoples Survey 3
® Close to one-third of the North American Indian, Métis and Inuit population aged 5 and

older reported being able to carry on a conversation in an Aboriginal language. The
proportion was 36%,_ for adults aged 15 and older and 21% for children aged 5 to 14.

® Among Aboriginal adults aged 15 and older, 3% reported having tuberculosis. For the
Canadian population aged 15 and older, the incidence of tuberculosis was less than 1%.
® Among the Aboriginal population aged 15 and older, 67% identified unemployment, 61%
alcohol abuse and 25% suicide as a social problem in their community.
®  Aboriginal adults aged 15 and older proposed more policing, family service counselling,
improved community services and more employment as solutions to their communities’
social problems.
{continued on page 2)

Language, Tradition, Health, Lifestyle and Social
o o Issues
1991 Aboriginal Peoples Survey

nE =

soclales

|
|

The information in this publication was obtained from the 1991
Aboriginal Peoples Survey.

Data tables include information for Canada, the provinces and
territories, 11 selected census metropolitan areas, and on and off
Indian reserves and settiements; data are tabulated for adults and
children by both total Aboriginal populatlon and by specific
Aboriginal group.

To obtain a copy of Language, Tradition, Health, Lifestyle and
Social Issues (89-533, $45), see "How to Order Publications”. For
more information, contact Post-Censal Surveys Program (613-951-
4414).

l * l Statlshcs gt:mtif';ggue Can 1 dl*l
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DATA AVAILABILITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

Gypsum Products, May 1993

Rigid Insulating Board, May 1993

Steel Wire and Specified Wire Products, May 1993
Process Cheese and Instant Skim Milk Power, May 1993
Sub-provincial Retail Trade, 1990

NN N NN

PUBLICATIONS RELEASED

o

2 Statistics Canada - Cat. No. 11-001E
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MAJOR RELEASE

Language, Tradition, Health,

Lifestyle and Social Issues
1991 Aborigina! Peaples Survey

Today's release highlights information on language,
tradition, health, lifestyle and social issues coilected
from 625,710 persons who reported in 'the 1991
Aboriginal Peoples Survey that they identified with an
Aboriginal  group. That is, they considered
themselves to be North American Indian, Métis or
Inuit.

Those who identified with an Aboriginal group
represented approximately 63% of the total number of
people who, in the 1991 Census of Population,
reported having Aboriginal origin(s) and/or being
registered under the Indian Act of Canada.

Further information is available in the March 30,
1993 issue of The Daily, which presented the first
results of the Aboriginal Pecples Survey.

One-third Spoke an Aboriginal Language

Close to one-third (171,090) of the North
American Indian, Métis and Inuit population aged 5
and older were able to speak an Aboriginal language
well enough to carry on a conversation. Among
adults aged 15 and older, 369% (139,375) were able to

Abillty to Speak an Aboriginal Language

speak an Aboriginal language compared with 21%
(31,715) of children aged 5 to 14.

Among North American indlans . ..

For the population aged 5 and older who identified
as North American Indian, 34% spoke an Aboriginal
language. However, among North American Indians
living on Indian reserves and settlements, almost 60%
indicated that they spoke an Aboriginal language, with
Cree (46%) and Ojibwa (17%) being the most
frequently reported spoken languages.

Of the 253,760 North American Indians aged 5
and older living off reserves, 19% reported that they
spoke an Aboriginal language, with Cree (44%) and
Ojibwa (20%) being the most frequently reported
spoken languages.

Among Aboriginal children aged 5 to 14 who
identified as North American Indian, the difference in
reported ability to speak an Aboriginal language
between those living on and off Indian reserves and
settlements was even more pronounced than among
the adult population. Of the 40,500 children who
identified as North American Indian living on Indian
reserves and settlements, 44% reported speaking an
Aboriginal language compared with 9% of children
who identified as North American Indian living off
reserves.

Total Number %

Total Aboriginal population aged 5 and older 537,060 171,090 319
North American ndian 396,335 133,800 338
Living on Indian reserves and settlemants 142,575 84,665 59.4

Living off reserves 253,760 49,140 194

Métis 116,140 16,305 14.0
Inuit 30,050 21,700 722
Aboriginal chiildren aged S to 14 148,160" 7S 21.4
North American Indian 107,970 24,035 223
Living on Indian reserves and settiements 40,500 17,945 . 443

Living off reserves 67,465 6,095 9.0

Métis 31,985 1,580 4.9
Inuit 9,245 6,190 §7.0
Abocriginal adutts aged 15 and older 388,9001 139,375 358
North American Indian 288,365 109,765 38
Living on indian reserves and settiements 102,075 66,720 65.4
Living off reserves 186,295 43,045 231

Métis 84,155 14,725 17.5
Inuit 20,805 15,510 74.5

! An individual may identity with more than one Aberiginal group; therefore the individual groups do not add to the total.

Statistics Canada - Cat. No. 11-001E
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Among the adult population aged 15 and older
who identified as North American Indian living on
Indian reserves and setilements, 65% reported
speaking an Aboriginal fanguage. Of the 186,295
adults who identified as North American indian living
off reserves, 23%. reported being able to speak an
Aboriginal language.

Cree and Michif were Spoken by the Métis

Of the 116,140 persons aged 5 and older who
identified as Métis, 14% reported speaking an
Aboriginal language.

Among Métis children aged 5 to 14, this
proportion was lower (5%). For Meétis adults aged 15
and older, 18% reported speaking an Aboriginal
language; of these, 70% spoke Cree and 6% Michif.

Three of Four inuit Spoke an Aboriginai
Language

The majority of Inuit aged 5 and older reported
that they spoke an Aboriginal language. Among the
30,050 Inuit aged 5 and older, 72% spoke an
Aboriginal language, with 96% reporting that they
spoke Inuktitut. .

Unlike the North American Indian and Métis
groups, there was little difference in the ability to
speak an Aboriginal language between Inuit children
and adufts. Two-thirds {67%) of Inuit children aged 5
to 14 spoke an Aboriginal language, compared to
75% of Inuit adults aged 15 and older.

Chronic Health Probiems

Rheumatism and Arthritis were the Most
Commoniy Reported Heaith Probiems

Of the 388,900 persons aged 15 and older who
identified with an Aboriginal group, 31% were told by
health care professionals that they had a chronic
health problem. Thirty-three percent of Métis, 30% of
North American. Indians and 23% of Inuit reported a
chronic health problem.

Fifteen percent of Aboriginal adults aged 15 and
older reported having arthritis or rheumatism. The
proportion was 10% for Inuit and 17% for Métis.
According to the 1991 General Social Survey, arthritis
or rheumatism among the Canadian population aged
15 and older was 14%. Differences in age
distribution have been adjusted to permit comparisons
between the two populations.

The presence of diabetes was reported by 6% of
Aboriginal adults aged 15 and older, compared with
2% of Canadian adults aged 15 and older (adjusted
for differences in age distribution) who reported
diabetes in the 1991 Generat Social Survey.
Approximately 9% of North American Indians living on
Indian reserves and settlements and 2% of inuit
adults reported diabetes as a chronic health problem.

Three percent of Aboriginal adults aged 15 and
older reported that they had tuberculosis. For the
Canadian population aged 15 and older, the incidence
of tuberculosis was less than 1% in 1991. Among
adults who identified as North American Indian living
on Indian reserves and setilements, 3% reported
tuberculosis as a chronic health problem; among Inuit
adults, 7% reported tuberculosis.

Total N.A.LY on N.ALT Métis Inuit
Indian reserves off-
and settlements reserves
number Yo number % number % number % number %
Total Aboriginal
population 15 and :
older 388,900 100.0 102,075 100.0 186,295 100.0 84,155 100.0 20,805 100.0
Diabetes 23,255 6.0 8,635 8.5 8,790 53 4,670 55 405 1.9
High blood pressure 44,735 115 13,110 12.8 20,635 1.1 9,555 114 1,895 9.6
Arthritis, rheumnatism 57,995 14.9 14,410 14.1 27,870 15.0 14,375 174 2,150 10.3
Heart problems 25,580 6.6 6,940 6.8 11,695 6.3 5,905 7.0 1,275 6.1
Bronchitis 32,650 B4 6,190 6.1 17,040 9.1 8,875 10.5 1,035 5.0
Emphysema‘shortness
of breath 22,155 57 6,785 6.6 9,685 5.2 4,835 5.7 1,120 5.4
Asthma 22,135 5.7 4,545 4.5 11,375 8.1 5,755 6.8 690 3.3
Tuberculosis 11,655 3.0 3,445 34 4,970 2.7 2,075 25 1,350 6.5
Epilepsy, seizures 5,810 15 1,640 1.6 2,870 1.5 1.030 1.2 380 1.8

T North American Indian.

Statistics Canada - Cat. No, 11-001E
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Soclal Problems Facing Aboriginal
Communities . ..

The Aboriginal population aged 15 and older were
asked for their opinion on the social problems facing
Aboriginal people in their communities.

Unemployment was identified by 67% of adults as
a problem in their community. it was a problem for
78% of North American Indians living on Indian
raserves and settlements and for 76% of Inuit adults.

Alcohol abuse was a problem reported by 61% of
adults. Among North American Indians living on
Indian reserves and settlements, 73% reported
alcohol abuse as a social problem.

1991 Aboriginai Peopies Survey

A large-scale survey of people who reported Aboriginal
ancestry and/or who reported being registered under the indian
Act of Canada was conducted after the 1991 Census. This
survey, the Abonginal Peoples Survey, was developed in
consultation with Aboriginad organizations and govermmant
departments. From those people who identified as North
American Indian, Métis or inuit, tha survey collectad information
on such issues as employment, education, language, tradition,
health, lifestyle and social issues, mobility, housing, disability,
and income and expenses.

Upcoming Data Products from the 1991 Aboriginai
Peoples Survey

Twenty-five percent of adults reported suicide as Data Product Reiease Date
: ; : ; . Schooling, Work and Related
a problem in their community. Slightly more than two Activitiss, ncome and Expe Summer 1993
fifths (41%) of Inuit reported that suicide was a ivipeiiadiice ey U
( 1) 2p Mobility and Disability Fall 1993
problem in their community. Housing December 1993
Community Profiles -
Availabie on the Electronic
Shet First quarter 1984
North American Indians - A
Statistical Profile Fall 1994
The Métis - A Statistical Profile Fall 1994
The inuit — A Statistical Profile Fali 1994
Microdata File Spring 1994
Soclal Problems Faclng Aboriginal Communities
Total N.ALY on N.AlLT Métis Inuit
indian reserves off-
and settlements resarves
number %  number %  number % number % number %
Totat Aboriginal
population 15 and
cider 388,900 1000 102,075 1000 186,295 100.0 84,155 100.0 20,805 100.0
Sociai issues?
Suicide 98,690 254 35,95 345 38,005 204 18,200 2186 8,575 41.2
Unemployment 261,100 7.1 79,900 76.3 112,195 60.2 56,230 66.9 15,505 74.5
Family violence 152,435 29.2 44,975 441 57,820 364 32,805 38.0 9,040 43.5
Sexual abuse 85,400 245 28,555 200 40,805 218 19,350 23.0 7,308 35.1
Drug abuse 186,425 479 60,010 58.8 80,390 43.2 38,060 45.2 10,195 49.0
Alcoho! abuse 237,680 1.1 74,715 73.2 104,280 56.0 48,520 58.8 11,980 57.6
Rape 58,120 149 16,735 164 24,725 13.3 12,305 14.6 5,190 24.9

T North American indian.

2 persons reporting that they feel [social issue] is & problem in the community where they are now living.

Statistics Canada - Cat. No. 11-001E
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.. . and Reported Solutions

Aboriginal adults aged 15 and older were asked to
propose solutions to the social problems that they felt
existed in their commurities. Their proposed
solutions included increased policing, family service
counselling, improved Community services and more
employment.

-

Among adults who identified as North American
Indian living on Indian reserves and settlements, 17%
proposed more policing and 14% suggested family
service counselling as possible solutions to social
problems within their Aboriginal communities.

Of Inuit adults, 13% proposed improved
community services and 12% proposed more
employment as possible solutions to the social issues
that they felt existed in their communities.

Solutions to Social Problems Proposed by Aborigina!l Peopies

Total N.ALT on N.A.LT Méts Inuit
Indian reserves off-
and settlements reserves
number % number % number % number Y number %
Total Aboriginal
population 15 and
older 388,900 100.0 102,075 100.0 186,295 100.0 84,155 100.0 20,805 100.0
Proposed solutions
More poticing 39,425 10.1 17,810 17.4 13,200 7.1 6,245 7.4 2,380 14
Shelters for abused women 22,390 5.8 6,790 6.7 10,600 57 3,910 46 1,215 5.8
Family service counselting 40,815 10.5 14,255 14.0 16,495 8.9 8,705 10.3 1,805 87
Counseliing services (other
than family) 34,895 9.0 8,690 8.5 17,075 9.2 7,385 8.8 2,330 11.2
Improved community services 38,260 9.8 10,465 10.3 17,140 9.2 8,515 101 2,795 13.4
More employment 30,385 7.8 7,170 7.0 14,055 7.5 7,225 8.6 2,450 11.8
Improved education 28,835 74 3,615 as 16,450 8.8 8,180 9.7 1,415 6.8
T North Amarican indian.
Incompletely Enumerated Indian Resarves and
Settiaments
There were 78 incompletely enumerated Indian reserves
and settiements during the 1991 Census. These resstves and
settiements represent appraximately 38,000 persons. Because
the Aborigina! Peoples Survey (APS) sample was selected
from the 1991 Census, these 78 reserves and settiements are
not included in the APS tables.
An additional 181 Indian reserves and settiements,
representing  approximately 20,000 individuals, were
incompletely enumerated during the APS because enumeration
was not permitted or was interrupted before all questionnaires
cauld be campleted.
Another 14  Aborginal communities, representing
approximately 2,000 persons, were also incompletely
enumerated for the APS.
Lists of these incompletely enumerated Indian reserves and
setttements and other Aboriginal communities can be found in
Language, Tradition, Heaith, Lifestyle and Social Issuves
(89-533, $45), released today.
]
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Schooling, Work and Related Activities, Income, Expenses and Mobllity,

1991 Aboriginal Peoples Survey 3

® Use of Aboriginal languages in elementary and secondary schools increased among younger
generations.

® Unemployment among Aboriginal adults was 25% in 1991, two and one-half times the national
rate.

® Fourteen percent of Aboriginal people reported having participated in activities such as fishing
for food, or bartering goods and services for food, to support themselves and their families.

® In 1990, 5% of Aboriginal adults had a total income of over $40,000, compared with 15% of
Canada’s adult population.

® Contrary to a commonly held view, Aboriginal people do not move more frequently than
Canada’s total population. In 1991, 15% of Aboriginal people had recently moved, compared
to 16% of Canada’s total population.

(continued on page 2)

al

Schooilng, Work and Related Activities, Income,
Expenses and Mobliity
1991 Aboriginal Peoples Survey

Data tables in this publication include information for Canada, the
provinces and territories, and 11 selected census metropolitan
areas. Data are tabulated for adults and children by both total
Aboriginal population and by specific Aboriginal group.

To obtain a copy of Schooling, Work and Related Activities,
Incorne, Expenses and Mobility (89-534, $60), see “How to Order
Publications”.

For more information, contact the Post-Censal Surveys Program
(613-951-4414),

3 |
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MAJOR RELEASES - Concluded

® Sales of Natural Gas, July 1993 9
Sales of natural gas in Canada increased 11.3% from July 1992. The strong growth in July 1993 was
largely due to increased industrial demand.

DATA AVAILABILITY ANNOUNCEMENT

Corrugated Boxes and Wrappers, August 1993 10
PUBLICATIONS RELEASED 11
REGIONAL REFERENCE CENTRES 12
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MAJOR RELEASES

Schooling, Work and Related
Activities, Income, Expenses and
Mobility

1991 Aboriginal Peoples Survey

Today's release highlights information on schooling,
work and related activities, income, household
expenses and mobility that was collected in the 1991
Aboriginal Peoples Survey. Respondents in this
survey were those who identified with an Aboriginal
group, that is, they considered themseives to be
North American Indian, Métis or Inuit.

Those who identified with an Aboriginal group
(625,710) represented approximately 63% of the
people who, in the 1991 Census of Population,
reported having Aboriginal origin(s) and/or being
registered under the Indian Act of Canada.

The Aboriginal Peoples Survey was first
conducted foliowing the 1991 Census; therefore,
historical data for most information presented today
do not exist for comparative purposes. Further
information on the Aboriginal population’s age, sex,
and geographic distribution was released in the March
30, 1993 issue of The Daily. Information on language,
tradition, health, lifestyle and social issues was
released in The Daily on June 29.

Use of Aboriginal languages In elementary
schools increased among vounger generations

Among Aboriginal adults aged 15 to 49, only 11%
of those who attended elementary school were taught
in an Aboriginal ianguage at any time during their
elerentary school years. However, among children
aged 5 to 14, 25% were taught in an Aboriginal
language.

The largest difference between the two age
groups occurred for North Amarican indians living on
indian reserves or settiements. = Among North

American indian adults (aged 15 to 49) who reported |

attending elementary school, 18% had been taught in
an Aboriginal language. Among North American
Indian children, however, 49% had been taught in an
Aboriginal ianguage in their elementary school yaars.

Use of Aborlginal Language In
Elementary School, 1991
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NAI - On: North Amencan Indian Living on Indian Reserves
’ and Settliements.
" NAIl - Off: North American indian Living off Reserves.

Formal education levels for Aboriginal people
were lower compared with Canada’s total
population

One-third of the Aboriginal popuiation aged 15 to
49 reported some postsecondary education and 17%
reported less than Grade 9 (including no schooling).
By comparison, just over half of Canada’'s total
population aged 15 to 49 reported some post-
secondary education and only 6% reported iess than
Grade 9. For this same age group in the Aboriginal
population, North American indians living off reserves
(11%) and the Métis (12%) had the Ilowest
proportions reporting Iess than Grade 9, followed by
North American Indians living on reserves (28%) and
the inuit (38%).

Among older Aboriginal peopie aged 50 to 64,
22% had some postsecondary education and 53%
had less than Grade 9. By comparison, one-third of
Canada’s total population aged 50 to 64 had some
postsecondary education and 26% had less than
Grade 9.
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The most notable differences in levels of
schooling between Canada's total population and the
three Aboriginal groups occurred with the North
American Indians living on Indian reserves and
settiements and the Inuit. Among those aged 15 to
49, 28% of North American Indians living on reserves
and settlements, and 38% of Inuit, reported less than
Grade 9. Among those aged 50 to 64, 70% of North
American Indians living on reserves and settlements
and 76% of the Inuit reported less than Grade 9.

Tabie 1

Level of Schooiing

1991

Lessthan Soms
Grade & postsecondary
Age Age Age Age
1548 50-64 1549 50-64
%

Total Aborigina! Population 17 . 53 a3 22
NAI - On 28 70 25 15
NAJ - Off 1 44 38 . 28
Métis 12 45 34 25
Inuit 38 76 26 15

Canada's Total Population 6 26 51 33

Note:  NA! - On: North American Indian Living on indian Reservas and

Settlements.

NA! - Off: North American Indian Living off Resorves.

Adults who identified with an Aboriginal group
were asked about their experience during their school
years. Among those aged 15 to 49 who had attended

elementary school, 11% (34,860) had lived in

residential schools during all or part of their
elementary school years. By contrast, among the 50
to 64 age group, just over one-third (15,080) had lived
in residential schools during all or part of their school
years. )

Almost one-quarter of Aboriginal aduits aged 15 to
49 (B0,670) tcok on-the-job or classroom training
during 1980 andfor 1991. Among those who
participated in training courses, 62% had taken one
course and 13% had taken two courses.

Unemployment higher among those who
identified with an Aboriginal group

Unemployment among Abcriginal adults aged 15
and older was almost 25% in 1991; by comparison,
the unemployment rate was 10% for Canada’s total
population. Among Aboriginal groups, North American
indians living on iIndian reserves and settlements
reporied the highest unemployment (31%), over three
times the national rate, while the Métis reported the
lowest rate at 22%.

The higher unemployment rates among Aboriginal
people refliect, in part, a higher proportion of people
living in rural and remote areas where employment
opportunities are limited. When respondents were
asked about barriers to finding employment, most
Aboriginal pecople raported limited opportunities as the
major barier. Of the 127,680 Aboriginal aduits who

. locked for werk during 1990 and/or 1991, almost two-

thirds (83,685) reported that few or no jobs were
available, 41% stated that their education or work
experience did not match the available jobs and 16%
reported difficulty finding employment because they
waere Aboriginal people.

Table 2
Barriers to Finding Empioyment
1991
Total NAI-On NAI-Off Métis Inuit
Aboriginat
Population
Number looking for work 127,680 31,790 61,840 28215 7.250
Problems finding a job
Few or no jobs in area 66% 75% 61% 62% 71%
Education or work expenence did
not match jobs 41% 41% 41% 43% 38%
No one available to look after
children 8% 8% 8% 8% 9%
Not enpugh information about available jobs 26% 32% 25% 22% 24%
Because of being an Aboriginal person 16% 22% 16% 12% 12%

Note:  NAI- On: North American Indian Living on indian Reserves and Settlerments.

NA! - Off: North American Indian Living off Reserves.
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Unemployment Rate, 1991
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Proportion who worked for Income was highest
among the Inuit

Just over 59% (229,905) of Aboriginal adults
worked for income during 1890 and/or 1991. The
Inuit had the highest proportion (68%) who worked for
income, followed closely by the Meétis at 65%.
Among Aboriginal adults who worked for incoms, 29%
worked at more than one job during the period.

Traditional activities continued to piay an
important role in the support of Aboriginai people
and their famiiies

Almost 20% (73,390) of Aboriginal adults were
involved in additional work-related activities for which
they received money to support themselves and their
families during 1990 and/or 1991. These included
traditional activities such as carving, trapping and
guiding.

Fourteen percent (53,595) also reported that they
participated in other activities to support themselves
and their families for which they did not receive
money. These activities included fishing for food, and
bartering goods or services for food.

Just over B% (32,680) of Aboriginal adults
reported that they had, at one time, owned or
operated a business. Among this group, 57% owned
or operated a business in 1991.

1990 total income was lower among Aboriginal
peopie .

Among Aboriginal adults, 13% reported no
income during 1990 while 5% reported a total income
of $40,000 or more. By comparison, among
Canada’s total population aged 15 and older, 9%
reported no income during 1990 and 15% reported
total income of $40,000 or more.

Among North American indian adults who were
living on indian reserves and settiements, only 2%
reported a total income of $40,000 or more in 1990.
Among Inuit adults, 17% reported no income in 19390.

Tabie 3

Totai Income

1990

No Under $2,000 $10,000 $20,000 $40,000 +
Income $2,000 10 $5,999 10 $19,999 10 $39,999
%

Total Aboriginal Population 13 12 29 23 18 5
NAI - On 1 18 36 22 12 2
NAL - Off 14 10 26 23 20 7
Métis 13 10 26 24 20 6
inuit 177 10 30 20 16 7

Canada's Total Population 9 [ 20 - 22 28 15

Note:
NAI - Off: North American Indian Living off Reserves.

NAI - On: North American Indian Living on indian Reserves and Settlements.
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Employment income was lower among Aboriginal
people

Of the 388,900 Aboriginal adults aged 15 and
older, 60% (231,865) reported employment income in
1890. Among those, 17% reported employment
income of under $2,000, and only 8% reported
employment income of $40,000 or more., By
comparison, among Canada's total population aged
16 and older, 8% reported having employment
income of under $2,000 during 1980, and 18%
reported $40,000 or more.

Among North American Indian adults who were
living on Indian reserves and settlements, only 3%
reported having employment income of $40,000 or
more in 1980,

During 1990, 29% of Aboriginal adults reported
receiving social assistance

Among Aboriginal adults, 29% (111,020) had

received social assistance ‘during 18890. This
percentage rose to 42% among North American
Indian adults living on Indian reserves and
settiements.

Five percent of Aboriginal adults received an
allowance for postsecondary studies. This percen-
tage was smallest among the Inuit: only 2% reported
that they had received a postsecondary allowance
during 1990.

Table 4

Employment Income

1990

Under $2,000 $10,000 $20,000 $40,000+
$2,000 to $3,999 to $19,999 o $39,95¢
%

Total Aboriginal Poputation 17 30 ] 24 8
NAI - On 20 36 23 18 3
NAlI - Off 16 28 20 27 9
Métis 14 29 23 28 8
fnuit 20 33 18 21 8

Canada’s Total Population 8 21 20 33 18

Notee  NA/ - On: North American Indian Living on Indian Reserves and Settlements.

NAI - Off: North American indian Living off Reserves.

Table 5

Income From Sources Other Than Employment

1990

Social Postsecondary Training Worker's
Assistance Allowance Allowance Compensation
%

Total Aboriginal Population 29 5 4 2
NAI - On 42 5 4 2
NAI - Off 25 6 4 3
Métis 22 4 4 3
Inuit 23 2 5 2

Note:  NA/ - On: North Amarican Indian Living on indian Reserves and Setilements.

NAI - Off: North American Indian Living off Reserves.
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Fitteen percent of Aboriginal adults had moved
recentiy —silghtly less than the proportion of
movers in Canada’s totai popuiation

Movers for 12 month period prior to survey

3; Aduits (15 and older) #{ Children (1-14)
Contrary to a commonly held view, Aboriginal 20
people do not move more freguently than Canada’s '
total population. Only 15% of Aboriginal adults had _

maved during the 12 months prior to the survey.
According to the 1991 Census, 16% of Canada’s ;
population in the same age group moved during the 10 ' 14—
12 months prior to the Census. ' ;
Among adult North American Indians who were
living on Indian reserves and settlements, only 9%
had moved during the 12 months prior to the survey.

A similar pattemn is noted when comparing 0 ol B i I
Aboriginal children aged 1 to 14 with Canada’s total Total NAI- NAl- Méts  Inuit Canada's
population of the same age group. Among Aboriginal . Aboriginal  On"  Off* total
children, 13% had moved during the 12 months prior Populaton population
to the survey, while 16% of children in Canada had
moved in the 12 months prior to the Census. * NAI-Om North American Indian Living on Indian Reserves

and Settlernents.

= NAI - Oft North American Indian Living off Reserves.

1991 Aboriginal Peopies Survey

A large-scale survey of people who reported Aboriginal ancestry and/or who reported being registered under
the Indian Act of Canada was conducted after the 1991 Census. This survey, the Aboriginal Peoples Survey,
was developed in consultation with Aboriginal organizations and govemment departments.

From those people who identified as North American Indian, Métis or Inuit, the survey collected
information on such issues as employment, education, language, tradition, health, lifestyle and social issues,
mobility, housing, disability, income and household expenses.

Upcoming Data Products and Services from

the 1991 Aboriginal Peoples Survey Release Date

Aboriginal Peoples Survey Workshop Fall 1993
Disability and Housing _ December 1993
Community Profiles (available in electronic format) Spring 1994
Microdata File Spring 1994
North American Indians: A Statistical Profile Fall 1994

The Métis: A Statistical Profile Fall 1994

The Inuit: A Statistical Profile Fall 1994

Statistics Canada -~ Cat. No. 11-001E
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Incompletely enumerated Indian reserves and settlements

There were 78 incompletsly enumerated indian reserves and settlements during the 1991 Census. These
reservas and settiements represent about 38,000 people. Because the Aboriginal Peoples Survey (APS)
sample was selected from the 1891 Census, these 78 raserves and settlements are not included in the APS
tables.

An additional 181 indian reserves and settiements, representing about 20,000 people, were incompletely
enumeratad during the APS because enumeration was not permitted or was interrupted before all
guastionnaires could be compleated.

Another 14 Aboriginai communities, representing about 2,000 people, were also incompletely enumeratad
for the APS.

Lists of thase incompletely enumerated Indian reserves and settlements and other Aboriginal communities
can be found in Schooling, Work and Related Activities, income, Expenses and Mobility (89-534, $60),

reisased today.

8 Statistics Canada - Cat. No. 11-001E
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MAJOR RELEASE

Disabiiity and Housing, 1991 Aboriginal Peoples Survey 3
® QOver 30% of Aboriginal adults reported a disability, more than double the national rate.

® Among Aboriginal adults aged 15 to 34, the disability rate is three times the national rate
for the same age group.

® Hearing disabilities are highest among the Inuit—almost twice as prevalent as with Canada's
adult population with disabilities,

® Aboriginal dwellings on Indian reserves or settlements had fewer safety devices than
dwellings in Canada as a whole, while Inuit dwellings had more.

® Aboriginal dweliings on Indian reserves or settiements were newer, but not in better
condition than dwellings in Canada as a whole.

Disabliity and Housing
1991 Aboriginal Peoples Survey

Today's release on two distinct topics—disability and housing—is the final release from the 1991
Aboriginal Peoples Survey (APS). The information was collected from 625,710 persons who reported
in the APS that they identified with an Aboriginal group (i.e., they considered themselves to be North
American Indian, Métis or Inuit).

Those who identified with an Aboriginat group represented approximately 63% of the total who, in
the 1991 Census of Population, reported having Aboriginal origin(s) and/or being registered under the
indian Act of Canada.

To obtain a copy of 1—Disability 2—Housing (89-535, $48), see "How to Order Publications”. For
further information, contact Post-Censal Surveys Program (613-951-4414).
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Abridged edition

This is an abridged edition of The Daily of March 25, 1994, showing only the major release on Aboriginal
peoples.

How to Order Publications

Simplify your data search with Statistics Canada Catalogue, 1993 (11-204E, $13.95; United States: US$17; Other Countries: US$20).
tts keyword index will guide you to statistics on Canada’s social and economic activity.

Order The Daily and other publications by phone:

Plgase refertothe « Tile « Catalogue Number « Volume Number e Issue Number e« your VISA or MasterCard Number,

In Canada and the United States call: 1-800-267-6677
From other countries call: 1-613-951-7277
Or fax your order to us: 1-613-951-1584

For address changes: Please refer to your Customer Account Number.

To order a publication by mall write: Sales and Service, Marketing Division, Statistics Canada, Ottawa, K1A 0T6.
include a cheque or money ordsr payabie to Receiver General of Canada/Publications. Canadian customers add 7% GST.

Statistics Canada Reglonal Reference Centras provide a full range of the Agency’s products and services.
For the reference centre nearest you, check the blue pages of your tafephone directory urider Statistics Canada.

Authorized agents and bookstores also carry Statistica Canada's catalogued publications.

Statistics Canada’s Official Release Bulletin
Catalogue 11-001E. (Canada: $120; United States: US$144; Other Countries: US$168.)

e Published each working day by the Communications Division, Statistics Canada,
prevrrp— 10-M, R.H. Coats Bldg., Tunney’'s Pasture, Ottawa, Ontario K1A 0T6.
cemetwm L . Editor. Tim Prichard (613-951-1103)

DAL ST L e Editor in chiet: Greg Thomson (613-951-1187)

— Published by authority of the Minister respansible for Statistics Canada. © Minister of
e—— Industry, Science and Technology, 1994. Al rights reserved. No part of this publication may
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MAJOR RELEASE

Disability and Housing
1881 Aboriginal Peoples Survey

in 1991, 117,080 or 31% of Aboriginal adults aged 15
and older reported some degree of disability—more
than twice the national rate. The 1991 Health and
Activity Limitation Survey shows the disability rate for
Canada’s adult (aged 15 and older) population
(excluding the population in institutions and on Indian
reserves and settlements) to be 15%. Rates for
Canada’s total population have been adjusted for
differences in age distribution, in order to permit maore
meaningful comparisons between the two populations.

Among Aboriginal groups, North American Indians
living on Indian reserves and settlements reported the
highest disability rate (33%); the Inuit reported the
lowest rate {29%). '

This is consistent with the observation made over
a decade ago by the Special Parliamentary
Committee on the Disabled and the Handicapped.
The Follow-up Report: Native Population observed
that "native communities, and native people living in
non-native communities, suffer on a daily basis from
iiving conditions which other Canadians experience
only rarely. These adversities—palitical, economic,
social, and cultural in nature—greatly increase the
probability of being disabled at some point in a
person’s lifetime. Although hard data is not available,
it is generaily felt by those who are knowledgeable
about Native lifestyles, that the percentage of disabled
perscns is much higher among the Native population
than it is among other groups of Canadians.”

Disablilty rate for aduits (aged 15 and over), 1991

0 15 20 25 30 35%

o

5

Canada's total
population*

Total Aberiginal
population

NAI

NAI - On2

NAI - Off?
Matis

inuit

NAI North American Indian.

NAI-on:  North American Indian living on Indian reserves
and ssttiements. '

North American Indian living off reserves and
sstiiements.

Adjusted for differences in age distribution.

NAI-oft:

Aboriginal disabllity rates were higher for ail age
groups

As with the total population, disability among the
Aboriginal population increases with age. But among
young Aboriginal adults aged 15 to 34, the rate (23%)
is almost three times higher than among Canada's
totat population in the same age group (8%). Among
those aged 55 and older, the difference in disability
rates between Aboriginal persons and the total
population is less pronounced. But the rate is still
markedly higher for Aboriginal persons.

Disabiiity rates
1991
Canada's Total North North North Métis Inuit
Age group Total Aboriginal American American American
. Population Poputation Indian indian-On tndian-Off
Ressrve Reserve
%
15t0 4 7.9 22.6 227 22.4 228 22.5 22.0
35t054 13.7 355 35.4 35.5 35.3 37.2 333
55 and older 52.8 66.5 66.4 70.1 63.3 68.1 62.5
Statistics Canada — Cat. No. 11-001E 3
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Nature of disabiiity

Different types of disabilities were identified among
Aboriginal adults aged 15 and older. ‘
Mobiilty: iimitad in the ability to walk, move from room
to room, carry an object for 10 metres, or
stand for long periods.

Agility: limited in the ability to bend, dress or
undress oneself, get in or out of bed, cut
toenails, use fingers to grasp or hendie
objects, reach or cut one's own food.
Seeing: limited in the ability to see & printed page or
to see someone from four metres, even
when wearing corrective glasses.

Hearing: limited in the ability to hear what is being
said in a conversation with one or more
people, even when wearing & hearing aid.
Speaking: limited in the ability to be understood when
talking.

Other: iimited because of a leaming disability or
because of a mental health condition or
probiem.

Severlty of disablilty

A severity scale for adufts has been developed using the
responses o the actvity limitation questions in the 1991
Health and Activity Limitation Survey.

Each respondent received a severily score by adding
together the individual's responses to all actvity limitetion
questions. One point was scored for each partial loss of
function and two points wera scored for each total loss of
function (i.e., a complete inability to perform a function).
The total score was then categorized as follows: mild (less
than 5 points), moderate (5 10 10 points), or severe (11 or
more points).

Aboriginai adults (aged 15 and over) with disabliities

Mobiiity and hearing disabiiities were common

Among North American Indians (living on or off
reserves and settlements) and Métis adults with
disabilities, mobility was the most common {over 4 out
of 10) type of disability—the same is true of Canada’'s
adult population as a whole. However, for Inuit adults
with disabilities, hearing was the most prevalent
(44%) type of disability. Hearing disabilities were also
high (39%) among North American Indian adults living
on Indian reserves and settiements. Their hearing
disability rates were almost double those of Canada’s
adult population. The higher incidence of hearing
disabilities among these Aboriginal groups may be
attributed to the prevalence of chronic ear infections
(otitis media) and the resuiting hearing loss, especially
among Aboriginal persons living in northem areas.

As with the total Canadian population, a
substantial proportion of Aboriginal adults (36.3%)
reported that they were limited because of a leaming
disability or because of a mental health condition
(included in "Other" in the table below). (For an
explanation of the different types of disabilities, see
the "Nature of disability” box on this page.)

Mild disabliities predominate among Aboriginai
peoples

Almost two-thirds of Aboriginal adults with
disabilities were classified as having a mild disability.
This is slightly higher than the rate reported for
Canada’s total population. Among the Inuit, however,
the "mild" classification accounted for almost three-
quarters of the adult Inuit population with disabilities.
(For a full description of the measurement of severity,
see the "Severity of disability” box on this page.)

1991

Cenada's Total North North North Métis Inuit

Nature of disability? Total Abcriginal American American American

Population! Population Indian Indian-On Indian-Off

Reserve Reserve

%

Mobility 45.4 44 8 45.6 48.8 448 44.2 356
Agility 43.8 353 35.2 338 a6.0 38.1 26.3
Hearing 22.7 35.1 349 387 326 336 44.0
Seeing p.2 24.4 251 318 20.9 221 241
Speaking 98 12.9 132 13.6 129 12,9 96
Other 37.4 36.3 6.7 35.9 ass 351 36.4

1 Adjusted tfor differences in age distribution.

2 Nature of disahility: for an explanation of the different types of disabilities refer to the bax an this page.

Statistics Ganada - Cat. No. 11-001E
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What is a disabitity?

The 1991 Aboriginal Peoples Survey, like the 1991 Health
and Activity Limitaton Survey, uses the Word Health
Organization's definition of disability: °..any restriction or
lack (resulting from impairment) of ability to perform an
activity in the manner or within the range considered
normal for @ human being.”

" Aboriginal adults were asked questions about various
limitations In activites related to daily living (sensory,

mobility, agility, or other physical and psychological |

abilites) to determine the presence of a disability. The
answers to the questions on disability represent the
respondents’ perception of the situstion and are,
therefore, subjective.

Aboriginal adults (aged 15 and over) with
disabiiities, by level of severity, 1991

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80%
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b7 Mitd
1 NAL North American Indian.
2 NAl-on:  North Amarican Indian living on Indian reserves
and settlements.
2 NAl-gft:  North American Indian living off reserves and
settiements. ’

4 Adjusted for difterences in age distribution.

Aboriginal dweliings were newer but not in better
condition

Slightly over half (54%) of Aboriginal dwellings
were constructed since 1971, compared with 46% of
dwellings in Canada as a whole. Among the
Aboriginal groups, North American Indians living on
indian reserves and settlements have by far the
greatest proportion (79%) of housing built since 1971,
followed by the Inuit (69%). For North American
Indians living off indian reserves and settlements, the
period of construction of their dwellings was very
similar to that of dwellings in Canada as a whole. For
the Métis, slightly more than half (53%) of the
dwellings were built after 1970,

For Aboriginal dwellings, newer construction does
not always translate into better-quality housing. About
20% of Aboriginal dwellings were reported to need
major repairs, compared with 9% of dwellings in
Canada. Among the Aboriginal groups, North
American Indians iiving on Indian reserves and
settlements reported a much greater percentage of
dwellings in need of major repairs at 39%—aimost
twice as high as any of the other Aboriginal groups,
and more than four times the national rate.

Residents in 21% of Aboriginal dwellings reported
that their housing needs were not adequately met.
The percentages were much higher for North
American indians living on indian reserves and
settiements (39%) and for tha Inuit {33%). The types
of housing inadequacies varied among the Aboriginal
groups, ranging from needs for additional space (e.g.,
additional bedrooms or a larger kitchen) to better
ways to keep the house warmer and new roofs.

Statistics Canada - Cat. No. 11-001E
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Period of construction and housing conditions

Canada's Total North North North Métis Inuit
Total Aboriginal American Armnerican American
Dwellings Dwoellings Indian Indian-On Indian-Off
Reserve Resarve
Number of dweliings 10,018,265 239,240 177,450 39,870 137,560 65,005 9,655
%
Period of construction
Before 1971 §3.7 46.0 46.3 214 536 472 33
1971-1991 46.3 54.0 53.7 78.6 464 52.8 68.7
Dweliings In need of
Maijor repairs 8.2 19.6 20.8 38.8 15.6 16.8 18.3
Minar repairs 236 29.5 294 28.7 29.6 30.3 28.2
Regular maintenance 68.2 50.8 49.8 325 54.8 52.9 574
Dwellings where needs
were not adequately met 21.0 21.7 3g.2 167 18.6 329
Figures not availabie.
Aboriginal dweilings were 50% more crowded
g g Crowding indicator, 1991
in 1991, Aboriginal dwellings were reported to
have an average of 0.6 persons per room; by A n
. . ' verage number of persons per room
comparison, the corresponding average for dwellings 0 0.2 0.4 0.6 08 1.0

in Canada was 0.4 persons per room. Although both
of these averages wers below the “overcrowding”
standard of more than one person per room,
Aboriginal dwellings were on average 50% more
crowded than those in Canada as a whole.

Among the Aboriginal groups, crowding was
highest in Inuit dwellings and in dwellings on Indian
reserves and settlements, with an average of 0.8
persons per room—twice the average for Canada as a
whole. The lowest level of crowding was found
among Métis dwellings and among Aboriginal
dwellings off Indian reserves and settlements, with an
average of 0.6 persons per room.

| l | i

Canada's tolat
dwellings

Total Abariginal
dwellings

NAIT
NAJ-on?
NALoff?

Métis

inuit

T NAI North American Indian.

2 NAl-on:  North American Indian living on Indian reserves
and settiements.

¥ NAl-oft  North American Indian living off reserves
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Aboriginal dwellings on Indlan reserves had the
poorest housing conditions

Aboriginal dwellings on Indian reserves and
settlements had almost equal dependence on
electricity (42%) and wood stoves (41%) as heat
sources. The use of wood stoves as a heat source
by this group was 10 times greater than in Canada as
a whole. Métis dwellings (63%) and Inuit dwellings
(71%}) were mostly dependent on fumace heating (oil,
gas or other types of fumaces).

The vast majority (over 9 out of 10) of Aboriginal
dwellings, like dwellings for Canada as a whole, were
reported to have bathroom facilities. But the
proportion was lower (83%) for Aboriginal dwellings
on Indian reserves or settlements.

The presence of safety devices such as smoke
detectors and fire extinguishers was almost as
prevalent in Aboriginal dwellings (8 out of 10
dwellings) as it was in dwellings in Canada as a whole
(9 out of 10 dwellings). One exception was the

Dwelling faclilties

What Is an Aboriginal awelling?

An Aboriginal dwelling refers to an occupied private
dwelling with at ieast one person who identified with an
Aboriginal group endlor reported being registered under
the Indian Act.

Aboriginal dwellings on Indian reserves and settle-
ments, which had the lowest percentage of dwellings
with smoke detectors (63%) and fire extinguishers
(38%).

Inuit dwellings were best-equipped with safety
features

inuit dwellings were better equipped with safety
devices than were dwellings in Canada as a whoie.
About 90% of Inuit dweliings had smoke datectors
(compared with 88% for Canada), and 76% of their
dwellings had fire extinguishers (a rate over 13 times
the rate for Canada as a whole).

19N

Canada's Total North North North Métis Inuit
Facilites Total Aboriginal American American American

Dwellings Dwellings indian Indian-On Indian

*  Reserve Reserve
%%
Fumace heating 66.4 556 52.2 33.7 57.6 62.8 70.9
Electric heating 29.8 nse 343 _ 423 31.9 27.7 16.0
Wood stoves 4.4 17.2 18.8 413 12.2 13.8 9.7
Bathrooms 99.4 91.2 80.3 834 923 93.4 96.3
Smoke detectors 87.9 776 76.2 63.3 79.9 80.6 B9.6
Fire extinguishers 46.3 44.0 424 38.0 43.7 43.0 75.7
Statistics Canada — Cat. No. 11-001E 7
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1991 Aboriginal Peoples Survey

A large-scale survey of peopie who reported Aboriginal
ancestry andior who reported being registered under the

indign Act of Canade was conducted after the 1991
Census. This survey, the Aboriginal Peoples Survey, was
deveiloped in consultation with Aboriginal orgenizations and
government departments.

. Further information on the Abofiginal populalion's age,
gender and geographic distribution was released in the
March 30, 1993, issue of The Daily. information on
language, tradition, health, lifestyle and social issues was
reieased in The Daily on June 29, 1993. Additional
information on schooling, work and related activities,
income, expenses and mobility was released in The Daily
on September 20, 1993.

Upcoming Data Products and Servlces from the 19917
Aboriginal Peoplas Survey

Data product or service Release date
Microdata Files Spring 1994
Community Profiles—Persons with

Disabiliies and Housing Characteristics

{uncetalogued publication) Spring 1994
Community Profiles—Complete

Statistical Profiles (electronic format) Fall 1994,
North American Indians: !

A Statistical Profile Fall 1994
Métis: A Statisticel Profite Fall 1994
Inuit: A Statistical Profile Fall 1994

Incompietely enumerated indian reserves and
settiements

There ware 78 incompletely enumerated Indian reserves
and settlernents during the 1991 Census. These reserves
and setlements represent about 38,000 persons.
Because the Aboriginal Peopies Survey (APS) sample was
selected from the 1991 Census, these 78 reserves and
settfements were not included in the APS tables.

An additional 181 reserves and settiements,
representing about *20,000 persons, were incompletely
enumerated during the APS because enumeration was not
parmitted or was interrupted before all qQuestionnaires
could be completed.

Another 14 Aboriginal communities, representing about
2,000 parsons, ware also incompletely enumerated for the
APS

L}sts of these incompletely enumerated Indian reserves
and setiernents, and other Aborginal communities, can be
found in 1—Disability 2—Housing (89-535, $48), released
today.

The paper used in this publication meets the minimum

requirements of American National Standard for
Information Sciences - Permanence of Paper for Printed
Library Materials, ANSI 239.48 - 1984,
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