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- Of the 28 persons who wintered at Quebec in 1608, only 8. surviveds “Th. irst po?enhval Family to come to B

MOMENTS IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE. CANADIAN FAMILY"

A. Jo Pelletier

Acting Chief, Divis.ion of Demography. - .
Dominion Bureav of Statisties, Oirfavao o

Pl

The first aHempf at propagahng the white race in Canada was rafher dlsecuragdng, 'ro' say fhe leas'r.h

ERNCE

Cenada, Michel OoNn and his wite, Marguerite Vienne, both died in 1616, .fhe year of their arrivaly Hlehel o

- Colin died on -the: a;‘rh of March; he was the first person to. be-burried. wiﬂm the las* rHes of the Church.. duen’ro~

the arrival of missionaries. His wife died on the 15th of July. She-vas ’rhe First EurOpesn women: o come 1o .
“this country and the first white woman to be m’rerred in a Cmadim burial ‘ground:  In the Following year, 1617,

Louis Hébert arrived with is wife, Marie Rollet, his two daugh’rers, ‘Anne and: Goillemetie, . md a.son vho died

* ‘young. This was the First real Canadien family. Their house ves. the: first: one erected in Upper Town, . Quebec.

'Hébert was the first colonist end Champlain said of Him that "He ves. +he .mm head of o lanily who made his

living From the Soil he eultivated.® He did not live long enouya, ‘however, to seée the rresult: of the, couraeeous

“exampl'e ‘he gave or of the Faith he had in the possibilities of fhis com'rryg - aeciden’r wvas the cause of his

death on Janvary 25, 1627, only ten yesis after his arrlval.. .
EAREY HISTORY OF THE CANADIAN FAHILY

The First marriege took place in 1618 when Ehenne Jonquesf married A nne;' daughfer of Louis %berf.

The Following year she brought into the world the First Cenadian-born ehild,. but unfortunately both the mother, .

end the child died. This was the first white woman to marry and. bqeome a mother in-Ganada. .. The second mgrriggg
oceurred in 1621, when Guillaume Couillard married Guillemette Hébert. He settled on a farm near Quebec city

Cand is SUpposed to have been the First one fo turn the Cmadnen soil: wi'rh Q- plouo The.-second.child wes born

‘on the 24th .of October, 1621, to the wife of Abr aham Martin, but ﬂnv’r‘dl‘ednaf blr'rh. - The.

‘Father: of this ehild,
cultivated the lend which-subsequently ‘beeame the: Famous Plains. of. Abrahem. - No other. births oecurred wntil l62u
vhen: one: child was bom, Followed by @ birth in.each of the years 1625, <1:626, 1627, 16294, 1633 ‘and 1634, with

. @' increase 06 in"1636 and a steady increase from year to year until they reached over 50 im- 1643, ;14 s or‘
" interest to mate that in 1651 Massé Gravel took to the beptismal fount his two infant daugh’rers, ‘the First
E ‘Cmadlanuborn fuuns, and . in 1697 Guillaume Pagé had the first Canadnm-born +r|pl\e’!s bq:ﬂzedo

XN

. births exceeded the number of deaths otcurring during this period: = Thi:

~In. 1635, the year champlain died, the: accumula’red marrlages hed reached ’fhe +o+al o! 8 one of Jrhe

A y

marr!ed being Canadian-born, grenddaughter of the first colomist. She wes married at-the age of :13, Blrths dld
not exceed deaths until 1638, when there were 9 births and 2 deaths. (no'r com’rlng 31, and 1633 vifh one birth.im -

LAt s.-,, T¥EE

each year end no deaths). It was not until 1643, or. 3y years af’rer the. Foundlng gr Que bec) ‘tha 'r the eceumul ated

LAY

of birth in the parochial register opened-inm 162l: In.1751.Bishop meb;am grdg red th g’r @ special regi;,fgr be
kept for the registration of stillbirths, T Ce v

Af ter “the surrender-of Quebec to the British .in 1629, the. aécmlai‘ed vital statistics showed 3 .
marriages, 7 births and Y1 deaths, and the 45 white inhabitents of New Frafice. lncludggyu families comprised.of l ~ ..

married couples end 7 children, but 10 years later, in 1639, anong: the 274 inhabi'rm’rs, ofs: :New France .the native
born accounted For 5 married women. 30 boys end 14 girlsa : . o

GOVERNMENTAL AIDS T0 COLONIZATION AND POPULATION

The Faulhes uere not mcreasmg very rapidly in number, bu’r ﬂ\ey were large md were encggl d by

,_»Lrhe assedua 41»8\1 civing QQ -geres. 'ro

’ every Fa"her of 12 childrema An ordmance of ’rhe Knng da'red 'rhe 3rd Qf Aprll. 1669mgrdered that A’rhe.é‘gfen g\’r

i New Frarice ‘pay a'grent. ouir of “fhie ‘publ i € ‘Funds -of 300" livres o every Father of:10 ehildren wd-400 1 ivres ;L
every Jﬁ’rher of 12 enildreny not including the children who'-becaine: members of the - elergy or.-of. religlggg. Cy

"Pres’pn*ed before the Vital Statistics Bgetion-af the Tvenfwahlrd Annual- Hee’rmg of the Canadian Publ ic He g'
Assqeiation, Montreal, June, 193k. .

uas.;gz yeers .af ‘rg +h flrsf .reglsfraﬂon. o
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“iAnsfi.fu-ﬁons. The ordinance also stipulated that when distribution of hHonours or patromage: Yook -place,

preference be always given to.men. with a large number of children. Finally, it imposed a fine on the father. .. ... -

who did not marry his sons.at-.or under 20.years of -age and his davghters at or under 16 years of age. . A
further ordinance dated 20+h of October, 1670, made it compulsery for the Father to report every six menths
why his ehildren who had reached the age required were mot married. Marriages-of girls 15, 1y, and ever 43
‘years -of . age end boys 18 and 19 were not uncommon. In the year 1670 the King spent 6,000 livres:in-grants -~ |
te large fanllles mdnn wedding gan. S Vel : ‘ : - : o

“ The’ above regulahons, gra’n‘s, bonuses. etc., showed results and the marnages mcreased From -
75 ‘in"1667-10-125. in' 1669, 1o 122 in’ 1670 end: 109 in 1671, but dmpped to 68 in 1672 as there-was'no
mmigra'hon during that year. :

Al though immlgrahon wassmall, emlgrahon was kept to. a minimum. In a letter dated-November
2, 16715 Talon suggested toColbert that: only “those -who-had families in Canada, or who had real estate, -
be allowed to 1eave the ecountry, provided they- did not--sell. their property -before:leaving, and that they
not .bexallowed to-sell without ‘approval by: the Intendent. .Those who were only Mengagés" had, befare leaving
the country, ‘to reimburse the Government for: the ‘expenditure incurred when they were ‘brought eut. The purpose,
of this order wvas to prevent any one coming to New Frence only temporarily. In a letter writtes on the yth
of July; 1672, Colbert approved the order- without restrictions. '

iColbert and Frontenac al'so thought that if-the white men .would 'marry Indian women,: the families.. = °

would-increase rapidly,-but:this scheme.fdiled-entirely, even when the sum.of 150 livres wes .offered as a
dowry to every Indian women.who. would marry & white men.  During the perlod 1608 to 1677 there were only,
three marmages be’rueen French ‘and-Indianss .

; Every ‘encouragement was -given ﬂne new settlers; some were given 100 franecs, together with
provisions; «€Fothingénd agriculitural."implements; or paid during two years while they cleared the: Lend. - The .
" ¥end was dividedin' Nohg narrow strips: tuo. arpents wide, the purpose-of- thisbeing- to. encourager setilenents. ' ;
by creating comunli'y lhﬂe md also to enable the-settlers to assemble :at: a momentts no’rlce For defenee agams\’rm
the - Indims. e . : : L B ST e CL e

The King also gave a very substential grant to every army officer end soldier who seHled on: ’rhem
land. As the diffieulty was to find him a wife, girls for that purpose were brought From France. During the
périod 1665 te 1673 it is estimated that a Few hundreds were brought .out to Canada. - Meny of -these: girls,

- Mgs Titles du RolMy+ds they were called, were the daughters of army:officers killed.in the:wars;.-they.had -
- been 'ral sed-end seducdtédrby: the :nuns -and: consequently were €ul tured vomen. Others were recruited in.various
dts’rricfs by “the th’lSh‘-pﬂéSfSe ‘These Future-mathers of -Canada were carefully chosen; of- good. morals; -and

- accompantéd: by respectablé old-ladies; end-on. their arrival -they were placed under the carerof nuns:who .
_instructed them end ‘al'so helped: them in the. choice of a husband. :

The séttlers were, moreover, carefully selected-before they were accepted as passengers on the
shipss During Talon's ‘timé not only had they fo be‘morally good, but they had to be heal thy, rugged, good:
-1ooking, -able-to bear‘"ﬂie Canadian cl imate’ andsbetween-the ages of 16-and 40, Boucher, in "L'Histoire Verd-tabli
de la Nouvelle France", ’rells that every nmew arrival, if accused of: bad-conduct or. my’rhmg which was not
“aceording to good moral S, was lmmedia’rely sent backo

FAn_'ILY LIFE

The -family life-of the early days wes exemplary and, according to the "Rel ations .desr-.-Jésu,l'v.’res(":;gxﬂ
was edifying ‘and could be likened to the community of the:Christians of the early days. The mother with.her -

numerous ‘children divided hér days bétueer the care ofiher progeny and the -household duties. With-her kindly.~ -3
fece, always smilings vigilent and. affectionate, she. was the guiding hand, the life and soul of the. happy homes .1

Despite her diversified; endless, duhes = which' vere:1égion - she unfailingly found time to- "tuckvaway . oo
tenderly her:children for'thé: nl‘gh’r. brea’rhing over them her maternal benedictions her spoken goodsnight. bemg’;-
Invariablyithe pious: recomendahm $0 - fanlltar #n: all +F rench~Canadi an: homes; "Donne : ton coeur .au Bon Dieu, acd
mon enfent.” S . S SR [ TE N e T

’

< he very Few doub’rful ‘tases that sllppedwfhrough vere immediately returmed. On:their way'sto Cenada’ they-were . = :
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The father was a strong, straight man, throwing himself \.hole»-hear?edly into the performance and
accompl ishment of his duties: -He ‘was constantly-on guard againsir the marauding, murderous Indians while
- eultivating the: land, and was of ten called to serve in the wars. - These-things, - together wi th. fhe task-of -
rearmg, protecting and providing ‘for -his YTarge’ Famlly, comple‘l'ely filled hislifes -~ -~

A most brofherly Feelmg existed between: the nelg\bours, every seﬁlemem‘ resembling one - large
family. They were always ready to help each other, and the farms of the colonists who were absent for ‘long
periods at the war or held prisoners by the Indians or disabled through accident, illness, etc., were cared
for by some of the others. It was a very rugged but wholesome 1ife. The colonist, with his natural gaiety
. end bravery carried almost to bravado, was happy in spite of ‘the hardship and -many of them lived to a grend
.- 'old age. The first centemarian mentioned in the register was buried in November, 1719. :

.For a long period, the settlers had fo carry a gun vhile tilling the soil. An ordinance dated the

. 1yth of November, 1654, ordered that every one going fo work or elsewhere had to ¢arry.-a gun with.enough -

. powder and-lead for six shots, and any one refusing to comply with this order was liable o a penalty. - Those
who did not have ammunition were fold where they eould make a fair exchange of wheat-and peas for powder and
lead,

Morals were at a high standard. Illegitimate children were practically unknown, as we are told
that between 1621 and 1690 out of 11,773 births only two illegitimate births were known. Births were
. numerous; families vere large but wnforiunately they vere sometimes visited by terrible epidemics which did
- destructive work end were responsible for a large number of deaths, ss, for instence, smallpox .in 1639, 1703,
1733, 1765 and 17843 typhus in 1665 and 16663 whooping cough, measles and scarlet Fever in 1715 and 17303 end

all these in the 17th and 18th century, not fo mention the epidemies of smallpox and cholera of the-19th .- .. .

century.

Wedding celebrations date a long way back in the history of Canada, but musical instruments: vere ot

plentiful in the early days, although it is stated that on the 2Ist of November, 1645, at ihie wedding of =+ "</
Jean Dubuisson to Elizabeth Couillard, granddaughter of the First colonist, there were two violins - to provide

the music, it being the First time violins were noted at weddings. The first regular ball in the history of =
the social life of Canada was given in 1667 at Sieur Chartier. ' B

EARLY CENSUSES OF POPULATION

At the First census taken in Cenada in 1666 (the First census of modern-times) the. bbpulay‘r‘ion-uas

3,215. Of that population, 491 were married women of vhom 8 were under 16 years of age and 45 were between 146

end 20 years of age;. or, in other. words, nearly 11 per cent of the married women were under 21 years of age.

The children 10 years of age and under accounted for over 1,000, nearly one-third of all the people. The
population was.increassing repidly and at the census of 1673 it had reached 6,705, or double what it was seven
years before. OF the increase of 3,490 during that period, there were 2,031 births and 462 deafhs; that is, the
natural increase contributed 1,569 or 45 per eent. .

CENSUS OF CANADA, 1666"

Fanilles des Habitens Aages Qual i tés et Mestiers )
Pierre Duchesne 29 Habittent
Catherine Rivet 20 Sa Femme
- Jean: Palletier o S 35 o+ = Habittent |
AnneLenglois - - ' 20 <o Sa femme - e
Noel-Pelletier - : . 8 S R 1 1 ¥ AR S
Anne Pelletier - . . 10 - Fille = - e
Rene Pelletier - - R . . Fils =~ v - T LT
Jean-Pelletier - : 3 o) Filsg . ot e
Une fille non baptisée - ‘ 8 jours - ’ R o
~Suillaune Le Mieux Vi Travaillent au mois I
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CENSUS OF CANADA; 1666x - continued

Femilles des Hebitans Aages ’ Qual i tés et Mestiers
Jea': Tousser 0 - Meunier Hebittent
Jeanne. de, Rlsseeourf 21 Sa femme.
Jeen. Tousser _ .3 . Fils
Gervals Tousser -2 Fils
Jeen: Rouyer. - 30 Habittant
 Marie Targor . ¥ Sa femme
.,.::,narle Amne. Royer . 6 mois Fille
Nicolas Gendron 32 Cong. Habittant
rggg.!.g.ng;rtthe Hubert 2 . Sa Fenme
1 Frencois ‘Geridron 7 . Fils
Jacques Gendron 3 - Fils
. ‘Nucol@s Gegdron 13 mois Fils | ‘
.. Thomas. Gasse ) 22 Engag‘é ddrﬁes‘rique '

o As dlsclosed by ‘rhe sehedules ‘rhe f‘amnl ies uere separa‘red by @ lme dram aeross fhe pageo .
h seeflon represmfing 'rhe Famly Was: enfered first the head oF the house, then the wif‘e Followed by

the cen$ua;-s_,_'edu,es .‘nof dlvulglng the: ménfh oF fhe year m uhoch 'rhe census was ‘rakeno . -

Ex+raef Prom original

the large Pani
Montealmenoted: i hils
f Pour: par!i shese %

~Familial Censuses

- Prior o the firs'l'
atrigy “thetnumber of”eh*ild
059 the-page. In- ‘edeh
owed+by the - ehlldren‘"

el\assl-h ed-as- to- age
: average numberxoﬁ of

: fo ¢ JBrH’lsh 'I'he numberf had»re’ hed
9266,724- for: the whole of Cenada,.

i fhe Flrs'r 'census ‘rhe‘Fanll»es .Wer
: he ffanily, fhe head of *he house was’

After the beginning of fhe 18th cenfury, the increase in populahon came practically all from.
@S 'Households of lu md 15 cbll\dren were eommon mdiﬂone, Jem Pol‘*nas,, had 27 Ch““dreﬂo
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i in; 168!, the number had increased to 2.97, the consequence of the large number of marriages m 1669, 1670 end
_1671n The highest average number of chzldren under 15 years of age per Famtly oceurred in 1707 when it was L. o

below the previous average until it reached 2,53 in 1739.  For the period 1739 1‘0 1851 we have only summary
- years with abno'mal chenges in the compl exion -of ’fhe popolaflon, 1'he censys of 1851 gave an average of 2.78
oy ;chaldren under 15 vears of age per-Family, decreasmg from cénsus to céhsus. with the’ excepfw\ of 18915 when

“i% showed an imerease of 0.02, and the censuses of 190 and 1911 when each - ‘gave the same average of 2'07,
. dropping to 2. m; in 1921 and %6 1.90 im 1931,

fhat For the Families with both Father and mother living, the average number of ehildren (all ages) lnvnng at , n
- over-living at-home; while the number -under 15 years of age deereased. The number of children per. family for: 'l} — %

~Families having a widow or a widower as head and to the large decrease in ’rhe number of children in fhese '

" averaged 1,30 per family in 1931 against 1.32 in 19213 children 7 1o 14 averaged 1. 27 in 1931 as agams’f l 28

“could cause an increase in those with 2 or less, merely by a ‘transfer of class, so ’fha'f the |ncrease in1 and 2 ' o

wBe

In 1666 the number of chlldren under 15 years of age averaged 2.21 per Fauuly, but. 13 years, 1a'rer,

3,03, after which it-kept decreasing gradually with occasionally e slight - increase, but 'ro Fall"back : agam

$ables of the cemsuses and the ageagrouPs do not-tend 1hemselves to eo«nparlsono A'r 1he expsrahon of this 112

‘ ~ AlL ?he family figures quoted so Far-referred to. the census family, which means 2 group of persons
living fogether in the same dwelling house. The Figures quoted hereafter refer 10 what we may call fhe

, privafeyramilfyg, that is, the father,: the mother: and chlldrenm PRI A N

The ‘census of 1921 was the first one to publish tables giving ’fhe number of private families re- o . ‘ ,"_,'-

~porhng chnldren,, also tables segregating the fam:lues repor’rmg no chlldren, one ¢hild, two chiidren, etc.

(“omparmg the 1931 census with 1921 For the Province of Quebec (the only one eomplefed). ve find
home -shows an increase from 3.67 to 3,72, This increase was dve to the larger number 15 years of age and
all families reporting children dropped from 3,58 in 1921 to 3.49 in 1931, owing to the large increasse in fhe . i
familieso .

If we segregate the children by age groups and compare 1931 with 1921, usmg only the famnlles with ~
both parem‘s living end reporting children living at home, we get the followings Children under 7 years of age

in 1921 children under 15 years ‘averaged 2.57 in 1931 and 2.62 in 19213 children 15 years of age “and over
averaged 1ol in 1931 against 1,05 in:1921. The increese in the older age group ltvmg at. home is probably due
to the number returning home on account of mo work, end to the larger number staying at home because of no’ .‘
prospect for work elsewhere, also probably because of later marriages or non-marriage on the: parf of ﬂ':e young

adul ts of the family. )

Comparmg the results of the 1931 census with 1921, it is very lm‘ereshng to note. fha‘t fhe pro~ .
portional number of Families reporting no children, one child and two children, *ogefher with the fanllles ’

" reporting 10 children or more, shov an increase, while the families repqrfmg from 3 o 9 chlldren shov a

decrease, It should be remembered im this connection that fhe decrease tin the families of 3% 9 chlldren o !

duldren does not necessarily mean greater fertility in the recent marriages.

TABLE 1 :
Percen*'age of Families Reporting the Following Number of Chlldren Livmg a’f Home

Families reporting 1931 1921 Families reporting 1931 1921

Total es00s00400000500000000] 100000 100,00 {| 9 children cccocccccesse | 172 ‘ 1.86 S
“No children coscassvcacosssn] 26017 25,51 10 " coocssccvses | 1a04 0.8Y X
"~ 1 .child cosvsvoososoosoncss] 17469 17.16 | 1m " sa00asscecss | 0s59 0.4y h
_2-children cocscooscveossos) 1lhobl 14,09 12 v e N 0.19 I
3 B ssecsesvssasssa| 11526 11,61 13 cosovasscase | 0012 0.07
Ty M sssoovsasovvsos] Bob2 9,24 " sos0000000000]| 0405 0,03

5 " ecscccssssccoso|  6o57 718 ff 15 0w css000s0s00e | 002 0.0l

é W souvevescsousaca] 4097 5028 {| 16 vacevoacssse | 001 -

7 M cusuecsesssossal 3067 3.87 17 cooyevessove |« , -

-8 Mo vevevesouuvesseol 2,57 2,62 1 18 v cvsqesessees | = - —
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‘ The pravafe famlles during the deeenmal period 1921 to 1931 increased from 473,868 to 579,252,

: mcrease of 22.2u per cent subdwnded as follousx Families of one person increased from 28,971 to 42,018 or
43,03 per cem‘; fo’ral Fan|l|es of 'two ar more persons From L4Y4,897 to 537,234 or 20. 75 per cent; families of
two or more persons repor'hng chlldren From 353,000 to 435,567 or 23.39 per cent, and families of two or

more persons not reporhng ohlldren From 91 891 to 101,667 or 10.63 per ecent! To put it another way, the
families of one person represem‘ed 6.11 per cent of all families in 1921 and 7.26 per cent in 1931, and oF
the. fanllles oF 'h\'O or more persons 20 65 per cent reported no children in 1921 and only 18.92 per cent in’
193. 7

CULTURE AND CHARACTERISTICS OF THE YOUNG CANADIAN FAMILY

The lmmngran‘s during the French reglme, as a rule, ,came from good stock; fhey nearly all read md
wro’re, as shown by the early registers of births, deafhs and marr|ages. But their descendaﬂs were not B
educated to the same degree due to. the difficulty of es'rabllshlng schools over a large area for a sca’r’rered R
population and to the scarcity of feachers in those days. The Fnrsf sehool s were opened by the Recollet :
Fathers in 1616 and the Frrs? college'in 1635.

In 1667 _young lndlms.were, at the King's request, adnitted to the schools, but this proved a
Failure md was detrimental 'ro the educahon of ‘the French boys. The natural mclmahon of the boys was for
advem‘ure, and the stirring s‘tor!es of fhe Mcoureurs des bons" made it hard to make them take interest in
their sfudles. when the young Indl ens were admitted to the schools, the contact of such wild compenions who
'rhoughf of no'rhlng elsé buf roaming the woods, hunting the beaver or canoeing over unknown lakes and rivers,
fired 'rhe French boys with such intense longing For the outdoor life that application For study was lacking.
In addition, Canada was at war with the Indians, or with rival colonies,. and it is no wonder the young were
restless and not very eager to settle down to study.

. v _ In 1667 11Abbé de la Tour wrote: UCanadian d'uldren, as a rule, have shown great br:ghfness, P

memory and 'ralenf, learn qmekly, buf, lenging’ for adventure, very fond of freedom, with a great desire ‘a\d
capacrry For physmal exermse, fhey lack the sysfema'rlc application necessary to acquire learmng. Sahs
with a cer’rann amoum‘ of kmqwledge to help them in their daily avocahons, none af fhem became hlghly educafed" =
Al fhough they were not adding much to book Iearning, it had a compensa’nng Facfor in that" ‘they ‘were increasing ¢
their, physncal s’rreng\‘h ad their mental alerthess, and were developing into a rugged hardy raceswhich was
very necessary for the coun’rry at the time.

.. There was also enother compensating factors the women in the early days of the eolany were .
highly educafedob The . Ursullnes and Hospital nuns arrived in 1639 and .a convent was opened the same year, and . -
it became the ambl ion and prlde of -every father 1o send his daughters fo school (convenfs) as long. as
possibles Durlr\g 'rhose early. days, in so.far as the general public was concerned, as a rule the women carried
on 'the eorrespondence for: the male members of the family, kept the accoum‘ books, ete., and, as explained,
before, befveen the years 1665 to 1673 from 800 to 1,000 girls were brought out, who marrned within six
months of their arrival and who had been educated in the convents of France before coming to this New World.

SCHOOL ATTENDANCE, ILLITERACY, AND SIZE OF FAMILY

It was indeed fortunate that the mothers of the early Canadian-born population were educated, con- =
sidering the fact that the mother Forms the lamguage of the.children, and also has a greater influence on .
the school a’rfenda'mce and llferacy of the children than the father, as shown conclusively in the censuses '
of 1921 and 1931. T. he Tast two censuses oomplled tables showng the number of children, the schoel attend-
‘ance and the’ |ll|+eracy of the children cross—classlfled according to the luferacy of the parents. It is
remarkableqhoy the schoal attendance and the illl’reracy of the children vary with the literacy of the parents
"but more pronounced as with that of the mofhere‘ In 1921 and 1931 the school attendance and |ll|+eracy of the. .
children 7 to 1y years of age. for the Provmce of Quebec, cross»classnhed with the llln‘eracy of ‘rhe paren'rs,
was as followse ln Families _having both parenfs ll’rerafe 9lou2,per cent of the children attended schoeol au,d,,
2.33 per cent vere\ illiterate. With father illiterate “and mofher literate 81.09 per cent attended ;school . and-
7.01 were illiteraté. With Father literate and ‘mother llln‘era‘le 80.09 per cent attended school and 10.41 . |
wvere illiterate, and with bofh parenfs |ll|1erafe only 70 39 a’r’rended school and 20.29 per cenf were |ll|fera+e.-

Y
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TABLE 1L

Literacy of Parents, Province of Quebec, 1921 :

Number -

Children 7 fo 1} Years
Literacy of : ) - S
families Number At : Iliterate

‘ . » NQ- i § P.C_. i ) NOo P Ce
All C185S€Scsosconccancocoe 312,993 . k00,1£59 359,792 oo 89.84 l3,h21 . : . 3 55
Bo*h llfera*e ooooooo.‘oooob 276,k3l 350,’}58 320,!}00 91 .l;2 8,232 ) .‘ 2 35
Mother only illiterateceoos 6,275 8,047 6,510 80.90 838 |5 '10.41
Father only illiteratecescs { 21,391 31,327 25,402 - 81.09 2,195 T 7.01 : ’ '
BO"'h ill.lferaoneoooooooaoo 8,896 10’627 7"{80 70°39 2,156 20‘29 A

TABLE 111
‘Literacy of Parents, Province of Quebec, 1931
€ —— : "
| Number Children 7 fo 1h vears
Literacy of Al School Illiterate
families Number No. P.C. No. * P.Ce
. .n - . :é
All ClasseSoq'ooeoeoe‘ouoooo 36‘}’361 . l}63’682 h22,181 i 91005 16,62] 3.58 ’
Both liferafguoa--noco-oooa 330,573 . h18,550 385,‘278 92005 11,’591 2.77
Mother only illiteratecccss | 5,832 7,116 - 5,908 83.02 813 11.42
Fafher only illiterateceoos 20,799 30,0!] ‘. 25’0",3 . 834'{5 ] 2,5“9 8-[{9
» Both illiteratessosscocecss 7,157 8’005 : - 5,952 ) 7!}035 . 1,668 20081{ '
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In 1926 Mr. M.C. Macl.ean of the Dominion 8ureau of Statistics publlshed e complete analysis
on this question of school attendance and tllHeracy : :

Other remarkable ‘data, when cross-classified with the 1iteracy of parents, are the average
number of children 15 years of age and over per family living at home.
more illiterate the parents are, the larger is the number of older children living at home. The average
number of children 15 years of age and over in families having both parents literate was 1.01, with
mother only literate 1.19, with Father only literate 1.39, and with both parents illiterate 1.45.

TABLE

v

Families with Both Parents ,Living.aep,orﬁng Children, 1921 and 1931

The Following table shows that the

1921 -~ . 1931
. ‘{Children 15 years ¢ - Children 15 years of
Literacy of Parents Number |of age and over at Number " age and over at '
of L , of ° _hgue

Famil ies Total | No. per -~ {Femilies Total No. per

4 . Family ‘ family

ALl ClasseSiecsssessccccacsnsi 312,993  |329,449 | '1.05 364, 361 416,132 l.iy
Bofh paren’rs literateoeosass | 276,431 279,370 1 1,00 330,573 363,313 “1.10
Ho‘rher only literateecososoos 6,275 7o44Y 1,19 5,832 8,358 "To43
Father only literatescoceace | 21,391 29,748 | 1.39 20,799 33,097 1.59
Both illiterateccocoocosscos 8,896 12‘,8_86 1.45 1,157 11,372 1.59
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The number of children 15 years of'age and over living at home is largest with both parents
illiterate and lowest with both parents.literate, and in view of the Fact that the children of literate
parents are better educated then the-children of illiterate parents, the probabilities are that educated .
children have larger opportunity and a wider field to find employment, while the ofd- job young men are
. .as well off in one place as another and consequen’rly s’ray at home longero . S

‘mother feature of the 1931 census-is that we have’ compnled For the first time the number of
children 1iving ‘at home according to the occupational status of the father, which shows  the following..
The average number of ¢hildren 15 years of age and over living in the Memployer" Family. is 1.8y, in the
families where the head is classed as "own account": the mumber 'is 0.52, and in the families of Ywage
earner® heads the average is 0.75, showmg the employer ‘with the largest average number of older chnldren
living at’ home.

CONCLUSION

We have only touched on the family as it is to-day because it is impossible fo make a
complete study of this subject in a short paper. Enough, however, has been shown to make us justly proud
of our Canadian Family, and al though most references were to the Quebec Family it is applicable to all,
‘This ‘can not' be better exemplified than by quoting from "The Cl ash™ by W. . Noore. Speaking of fhe
proverbial hospitality of the Canadian family, he Salds :

: "The stranger - English or French - was made. welcome in 1he home, and the guest of to-day was
the host of to=morrow. The Fi res were kept burning under the kettle; pea soup end soupe-aux-pbis werevone
end the same thing when served in the rough-hewn log houses. There was a difference between English and

" French; it is true; but it was that between pwe-a-s and p-o-iss.
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