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SOURCE LIST OF PUBLICATIONS ON HOUSING 

1.0 INTRODUCTION 

This document provides brief summaries of various 
publications on housing and community facilities. 

Note that some of the general construction books 
also cover plumbing, heating and electrical 
wiring, as well as aspects of house planning. 

2.0 PUBLICATION SUMMARIES 

2.1 General Publications 

Administrative Requirements 

Reference: NHA 5062 
CMHC, National Office 

This insert is included with copies of Residential 
Standards, Canada 1977 and discusses standards, 
housing plans and inspection. 

List of CMHC Publications 

Reference: NHA 5006 
CMHC, National Office 

This catalogue lists all CMHC publications 
available to the public. 

List of CMHC and MSUA Films and Sync-Slide 
Presentations 

Reference: NHA 5202 
CMHC, National Office 

This is a list of films and sync-slide 
presentations produced for CMHC and the Ministry 
of State for Urban Affairs which are available 
from CMHC and National Film Board offices. 
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Residential Standards, Canada 1980 

CMHC, National Office 

This is a booklet of minimum building standards 
issued by the Associate Committee on the National 
Building Code, National Research Council, and 
prescribed by Canada Mortgage and Housing 
Corporation for housing built under the National 
Housing Act. 

2.2 Community Planning 

Canadian Settlement and Environment Planning 

by Alice Coleman. 1976. 
Reference: SU32-3/1976-5 
CMHC, National Office, 
Ottawa, Ontario K1A 0P7 

The author begins with a simple classification of 
land use and goes on to identify and analyse many 
of Canada's planning problems. She argues for the 
preservation of agricultural land and wilderness 
areas and for a clear separation of the various 
uses of land. Illustrated. 

Canadian Settlements - Perspectives 

by C.I. Jackson (Ed.) 1977. 
Reference: SU32-3/1975-1. 
CMHC, National Office. 

A wide range of readings on human communities are 
presented. 

Aspects covered include: 

Canadian settlement policies and development; 
social and economic aspects of human 
settlements ; 
planning and management of settlements; 
design and construction of housing, roads and 
services ; 
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the effect of settlements on the natural 
environment; and 
a world picture. 

Housing in Canada 

Reference: NHA 5060 
CMHC, National Office 

This is an outline of Canada's housing and urban 
growth including information in capsule form on 
financing under the National Housing Act, the 
house-building industry, insulation, housing in 
urban Canada, multiple dwellings and other housing 
choices. 

Materials used in Residential Construction 

Reference: NHA 5203 
CMHC, National Office 

This is an extensive and detailed study of 
material requirements for Canadian residential 
construction. It provides an important analytical 
tool for assessing the impact of projected levels 
of housing construction on the rest of the economy. 
Cost : £}ll. 00 . 

Planning Hew Communities in Canada 

by Norman E.P. Pressman. 1975. 
Reference: SU32-4/1975-1. 
CMHC, National Office. 

Various new Canadian communities are identified, 
and the effect of urban and regional planning on 
their development is discussed. The author 
identifies existing legislation for the 
development of new communities and investigates 
obstacles - administrative, financial or 
otherwise. The book includes fact sheets on new 
communities, and a bibliography. 
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A. Selected Annotated Bibliography of Rural Canada 

Reference: NHA 5150 
CMHC, National Office 

This publication lists works of research and 
information about rural areas and small 
communities in Canada south of the Yukon and 
Northwest Territories. Its focus is 
socio-economic development and planning. The 
bibliography consists of 1800 entries grouped 
under eight main subjects. Entries are indexed by 
subject, place, author, title and series. 
Cost: èlO.OO. 

2.3 Site Planning and Development 

A Medium-density Housing Study 

Reference: NHA 5155 
CMHC, National Office 

This publication presents information on housing 
at a density of about 25-75 units per hectare. 
This includes row, semi-detached, link, court and 
stacked housing and walk-up apartments. 
Cost : 2.5 0 . 

New Housing and Airport Noise, metric edition 

Reference: NHA 5185M 
CMHC, National Office 

This publication is intended to be read with Site 
Planning Criteria (NHA 5214). It describes the 
problems involved and sets out the minimum 
requirements of CMHC for the financing and 
construction of new housing near airports. 
Cost : $2.00. 

Planning and Site Development DRM 10-7/60 
Department of Indian Affairs and Northern 
Development 
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This publication provides physical planning and 
site development guidelines for native 
communities, housing, schools, and recreational 
and other facilities. It also presents energy 
conservation considerations in site development 
and lists publications on planning and site 
development. 

Site Planning Bibliography 

Reference: NHA 5139 
CMHC, National Office 

This publication provides a bibliography of 
information on planning, site development, 
standards and codes, recreation, design and 
performance. 

Site Planning Criteria, metric edition 

Reference: NHA 5214 
CMHC, National Office 

This publication lists the basic requirements for 
planning a site to provide an acceptable quality 
of housing. 
Cost : $1.50. 

Site Planning for Mobile Homes, metric edition 

Reference: NHA 5053M 
CMHC, National Office 

This publication is intended to be read with Site 
Planning Criteria (NHA 5214) to provide developers 
and interested organizations with criteria for the 
acceptance of mobile home parks and subdivisions. 
Cost: $4.00. 

Yard Access in Row Housing 

Reference: NHA 5226-1 
CMHC, National Office 
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This four-page pamphlet describes the importance 
of providing access to the rear yard. Illustrated 
examples are provided. 

2.4 Financial Planning 

Financing Information 

Reference: NHA5207 
CMHC, National Office 

This is a collection of information sheets 
describing various programs authorized under the 
National Housing Act. It is available either as a 
complete kit or as individual sheets relating to 
each program. The titles are: 

- "Home Improvement Loans" 
"The Inspection of your House" 
"Rural and Native Housing Program" 
"Graduated Payment Mortgages" 
"Residential Rehabilitation Assistance 
Program for Home Owners" 
"Non-Profit Cooperatives" 
"Private Non-Profit Housing Corporations" 
"Provincial and Municipal Non-Profit 
Corporations" 

- "Loans for Home Ownership" 
"Community Services Program" 

- "insured Loans for New Rental Housing" 

Here's Help to Fix Up Your Home 

Reference: NHA 5289 
CMHC, National Office 

This publication describes the Residential 
Rehabilitation Assistance Program as it applies to 
rural areas. 

2.5 House Planning 

Acceptable Building Materials, Systems and 
Equipment 
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CMHC, National Office 

This publication is a loose-leaf manual of 
building materials, systems and equipment accepted 
by CMHC for use in buildings financed under the 
National Housing Act. The book is issued free, 
and an annual subscription of $5 provides 
supplements. 

Building Finishes Selection Guide DRM 10-7/85.2.1 

Department of Indian Affairs and Northern 
Development 

This publication provides guidance on the 
selection of interior and exterior building 
finishes. 

The Conservation of Energy in Housing 

Reference: NHA 5149. 
CMHC, National Office. 

This publication discusses site and building 
design and provides guidelines for upgrading 
insulation, heating and cooling systems, water 
heating, and lighting, all of which contribute to 
energy conservation. 
Cost: $3.00. 

Earth Sheltered Housing Design 

By the Underground Space Center of the University 
of Minnesota. 

This contains almost everything you might want to 
know about underground housing. Topics covered 
include rough floor plans and photos, excellent 
detailed advice on site planning, waterproofing, 
building codes and design. 

The Higson Home-Builder's Guide 

by James D. Higson 
Nash Publishing Corp. 
9255 Sunset Boulevard,Los Angeles, CA 90069 
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This book contains information about choosing a 
house design and site, lumber and layout, and 
budgeting and financing. 

Information is general with limited details or 
specific direction. The do-it-yourselfer would 
require additional information before undertaking 
construction. 

House Designs for Classroom Use 

Reference: NHA 5199 
CMHC, National Office 

This is a selection of designs from Modest House 
Designs which is suitable for use by students. 

A Home Selection Guide 

Reference: NHA 5179 
CMHC, National Office 

Are you dissatisfied with your present 
accommodation? This comprehensive brochure will 
help you decide what you need and can afford. 

Low-Cost Wood Homes for Rural America: 
Construction Manual 

by L.O. Anderson 
Agriculture Handbook No. 364, May 1969 
U.S. Dept, of Agriculture Forest Service, 
Superintendent of Documents, 
U.S. Printing Office, 
Washington, D.C. 20402 

Many helpful hints are provided on selecting 
building material, foundation, roof and wall 
systems, wall coverings and insulation. 

Although this book does not follow a step-by-step 
format, it does contain information which would 
supplement many other publications on house 
construction. 
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Modest House Designs, metric edition 

Reference: NHA 5184 
CMHC, National Office 

This publication contains 25 designs for 
bungalows, split-level and two-storey houses, both 
single and semi-detached, which should be eligible 
for financing under the National Housing Act. 
Financing will depend on local land and building 
costs. Inquiries regarding working drawings 
should be directed to CMHC local offices. 
Cost: $1.00 per copy. 

Painting and Protective Coatings 
for Buildings DRM 10-7/85.2.2 
Department of Indian Affairs and Northern 
Development 

Guidance is given on the use of paints and 
protective coatings for buildings. 

The Sensible Rehabilitation of Older Homes 

Reference: NHA 5204 
CMHC, National Office 

This publication helps people avoid destroying the 
features that make older homes attractive while 
bringing them up to proper physical standards. 
Cost: $1.00. 

The Use and Design of Space in the Home 

Reference: NHA 5077 
CMHC, National Office 

This publication provides design and space 
criteria that should be considered in the design 
of dwellings, particularly the smaller home. 
Cost: $2.00. 

Wood Basements for Housing DRM 10-7/89.8 
Department of Indian Affairs and Northern 
Development 
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The advantages and disadvantages of wood basements 
are discussed. Only low-rise single or multiple 
residential dwelling units of wood frame 
construction, up to three stories high are covered. 

NOTE : The recommended design reference is 
Construction Guide for Preserved Wood 
Foundations, by the Canadian Wood 
Council, Ottawa, Ontario. 

2.6 General House Construction 

Build Your Own Low-Cost Home 

by L.O. Anderson & H.F. Zornig 
Dover Publications, Inc., 1972 
180 Varick St., New York, N.Y. 10014 

Eleven different house designs are presented in 
this book. Working drawings and step-by-step 
construction information are given for each 
house. All are designed primarily for a rural 
setting and are safe, durable and inexpensive. 
The suggested use of wood and preservative treated 
wood for foundations is just one example of 
reducing costs without sacrificing durability. 
The last part of the book provides step-by-step 
information on house construction including the 
following: house parts, material selection, 
foundation, floor, wall and roof systems, 
insulation finishes, etc. 

Builder's Guide to Energy Efficiency in New Elousing 

Housing & Urban Development Association of Canada 
& Ontario Ministry of Energy, 
15 Toronto Street, 
Toronto, Ontario M5C 2E3. 
Cost : $6.00. 

The purpose of this guide is to give the average 
Canadian builder practical information and 
guidance on energy conservation for new housing. 
It provides advice on energy efficient techniques 
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with cost comparisons suitable for low-rise 
housing in Canada. 

Building Construction Technology 

by Kenneth F. Cannon & Frederick A. Hatley 
McGraw-Hill Ryerson Ltd., 1982. 

This very comprehensive "how to" book, written by 
two well-known Canadian teachers of building 
construction, is suggested as a companion volume 
to OIHC's Residential Building Standard and the 
interpretations book. It starts with tools, 
styles of houses and blue-print reading, and 
proceeds chapter by chapter through all the phases 
of house construction from site preparation to 
cabinet work. Mechanical and electrical work are 
omitted. Good illustrations. 

Building with Logs 

by Allan Mackie 
Harrowsmith Books, 
Camden, Ontario, KOK 1J0 

This is an authoratative and informative book on 
log construction. The material is clearly 
presented and well illustrated. 

Canadian Wood-Frame House Construction, metric 
edition 

Reference: NHA 5031M 
CMHC, National Office 

An essential reference for the novice 
homebuilder. This booklet describes in detail the 
construction requirements for wood frame houses 
set out by the National Building Code (1970). 

Although this booklet does not cover all the 
aspects of house construction, it does provide 
practical information about excavation, site 
selection, layout, framing, insulation, finishing, 
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and general plumbing and wiring techniques. 
Cost: 33.00. 

Details of House Construction 

Reference: NHA 5031M 
CMHC, National Office 

This is a poster providing a cutaway view of a 
house illustrating the various construction 
components. 

Do-It-Yourself House Building Step-by-Step 

by Charles D. Neal 
Macmillan Publishing Co., 1973 
866 Third Ave., New York, N.Y. 10022 
Collier MacMillan Canada, Ltd. 

An illustrated step-by-step guide to building a 
wood frame house. Every phase of construction is 
explained including: site selection, excavation, 
foundations, framing, finishing, plumbing, wiring 
and heating. 

Suitable for persons with some knowledge of the 
construction trade. 

The Home Pro Guide To Carpentry 

Minnesota Mining and Manufacturing Co. 1976 
Hardware-Paint Trades Division 
3M Center, Saint Paul, Minn. 55101 
Cat. No. 051144-09780 
(Available W.H. Smith, Canada) 

This book provides step-by-step instruction for 
wood frame house construction. Topics covered 
include: framing, walls, floors, ceilings, roof, 
windows and doors. 

This book contains a good number of details but 
would have to be supplemented by a more complete 
book on wood frame house construction. 
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Homeowners' Encyclopedia of House Construction 

by Morris Krieger 
McGraw-Hill Book Co., 1978, New York 

This book is divided into various sections, each 
dealing with specific topics related to house 
construction. 

Examples of topics covered include: acoustics, 
built-up roofing, electrical wiring, circuits and 
foundations. 

The written descriptions are generally concise and 
informative. An inexperienced individual would 
require additional sources of information. 

How to Build Your Own Home 

by Robert C. Reschke 
Structures Publishing Co., 1976 
Box 423, Farmington, Mich. 48024 

An informative manual covering many aspects of 
house construction. Subjects covered include: 
site planning, foundation footings, floor and wall 
framing, exterior siding, insulation and chimneys. 

This book would be a valuable aid for the novice 
homebuilder. 

Housebuilding Illustrated 

by R.J. DeCristoforo 
Book Division 
Times Mirror Magazines Inc., 1977 

This book contains many instructions and tips on 
house building including: site planning, form 
work, foundations, wall sheathing and finishing 
materials, window and door framing, insulation, 
basic plumbing, heating and electrical 
installation techniques. 
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The illustrations and photographs accompanying the 
text are good. This would be a valuable aid for 
the do-it-yourself builder. 

Méthodes de construction en bois 

by Laszlo Demeter 
Ecole d1Architecture 
Faculté de l'Aménagement, Université de Montréal 
(Available in French language only) 

This manual covers in detail numerous aspects of 
wood construction. Topics covered include the 
following: type and characteristics of wood used 
in building construction; modern wood construction 
methods; wood finishes (paints, stains and 
varnishes); and wood preservative and fire 
retardant treatments. 

Principles and Practices of Light Construction 

by Ronald C. Smith 
Structures Department 
Southern Alberta Institute of Technology 
Prentice-Hall Inc., 1970 
Englewood Cliffs, New Jersey 

The purpose of this book is to describe the 
conventional construction methods used in light 
construction. It also records new design and 
construction ideas and demonstrates the importance 
of planning. 

The book describes in sequence the phases of light 
construction. A chapter on the use of hand and 
power tools and the different types of sheathing, 
roofs, interior and exterior finishes is * 
included. In addition, the use of rafters, beams 
and steel joists in light construction are 
explained. * 

Technological Self-Sufficiency 

by Robin Clarke Faber & Faber Ltd. 
3 Queen Square, London WCI 
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The author attempts to acquaint the reader with 
the technology available for the do-it-yourself 
homebuilder. It is based on his experiences 
gained while completing a home. 

Information concerning tools,materials, 
insulation, solar energy, wind power, and waste 
and compost methane gas generation, is provided. 
Costs are given in British currency, and imperial 
and metric units are used. 

This publication is written in a simple manner, 
but does not contain many details. In addition, 
some aspects such as solar energy and wind power 
would probably be beyond the technical 
capabilities of the average do-it-yourselfer. 

2.7 Plumbing 

Basic Plumbing - Illustrated 

A Sunset Book 
Lane Publishing Co., Memlo Park, CA 94025 

This book is available in bookshops and hardware 
stores across Canada. It contains many helpful 
instructions on installing and maintaining new 
plumbing systems and fixtures. 

Planning, layout and material requirements are 
explained. Many details and illustrations aid in 
understanding the written descriptions. 

CMHC Septic Tank Standards, metric edition 

Reference: NHA 5213 
* CMHC, National Office 

This provides regulations for the construction, 
■* operation and maintenance of septic tanks. 

Cost : $1.50. 
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Heating 

The Canadian Wood Heat Book 

by Gordon Flager 
Harrowsmith Books, 
Camden, Ontario, KOK 1J0 

This is a comprehensive book on wood heat - 
everything from choosing and installing the right 
appliance to bringing in the wood. It emphasizes 
safety and is geared for the Canadian user. 
Included is a guide to the best fuel wood and 
regulations governing cutting permits in various 
provinces, as well as a catalogue of stores, chain 
saws, splitters and chimney cleaning supplies. 

Heating with Wood - Safely 

Reference: NHA 5178 
CMHC, National Office 

This booklet describes wood-burning space-heaters 
and furnaces, and how to use them safely. 
Cost: Sjl.OO. 

The Woodburner's Handbook 

Rural Center for Appropriate Technology Algonquin 
College of Applied Arts and Technology, P.0. Box 
260, Plantagenet, Ontario KOB 1L0. 

The author's advice on the proper choice, safe 
installation and operation of woodburning 
appliances is quite complete without lapsing into 
superfluous technicalities. The book is 
generously illustrated with simple-to-follow 
diagrams. Included is a guide to basic stove 
designs and models and a chart of trouble-shooting 
cures for common woodburning problems. 

Electrical Wiring 

Basic Home Wiring - Illustrated 

A Sunset Book 
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Lane Publishing Co., Menlo Park, CA 94025 

This book is available in bookshops and hardware 
stores across Canada. It is a step-by-step guide 

« to basic home wiring and installation techniques 
complete with diagrams and illustrations. 

O' , 
It provides information on general layout, service 
entrance equipment, grounding, branch circuit 
connections and conduits. 

2.10 Home Maintenance 

House Repairs and Maintenance BTP-HS-1 
Department of Indian Affairs and Northern 
Development 

This publication provides information for those 
who wish to undertake the more common household 
repairs and maintenance tasks. 

Reader's Digest Complete Do-it-yourself Manual 

Reader's Digest Association (Canada) Ltd. 
Montreal, 1978 

As the title suggests, this is a very complete and 
well presented book for the home owner. There are 
chapters on: tools, household repairs, plumbing, 
heating, electricity, painting, wood, metals, 
glass, brick, concrete, planning, and a group of 
home projects. Well illustrated. 

t 

i 
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3.0 BUILDING CODES AND STANDARDS 

The following list of national codes and standards is 
provided in order that readers may select those which 
are applicable to their projects. 

Name of Code 

National Building 
Code 1980 

N.B.C. 
Residential 
Standards 
(Metric) 1980 

Canadian Plumbing 
Code 1977 NRCC 
No. 15561 

Canadian Heating, 
Ventilating and 
Air Conditioning 
Code 1977 NRCC 
No. 15560 

Name and Address 
Where Available 

National Research 
Council, Ottawa, 
Ontario K1A 0R6 

II 

Price 

On 
Request 

32.00 

31.25 

Standard for 
Residential 
Electric 
Heating 

Installation Code 
for Oil Burning 
Equipment 

Installation 
Code for Natural 
Gas Burning 
Appliances and 
Equipment 
CAN-1-B149.1-7 8 

Installation Code 
for Propane 
Burning 
Appliances and 
Equipment 

Canadian Standards 
Association 
178 Rexdale Blvd. 
Rexdale, Ontario 
M9W 1R3 

Canadian Gas Assoc. 
55 Scarsdale Road 
Don Mills, Ontario 
M3B 2R3 

35.50 

38.50 

38.50 

38.50 

* 

■it 

■< 

◄t 

* 
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