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THE SENATE

Tuesday, April 4, 2006

The Senate met at 3 p.m., the Speaker in the chair.

Prayers.

The Hon. the Speaker: As there is no business before the Senate,
is it your pleasure, honourable senators, that the Senate do now
adjourn during pleasure to await the arrival of Her Excellency the
Governor General of Canada?

The Senate adjourned during pleasure.

At 3:20 p.m., Her Excellency the Governor General having
come and being seated upon the Throne —

The Hon. the Speaker said:

Usher of the Black Rod,

You will proceed to the House of Commons and acquaint
that House that it is the pleasure of Her Excellency the
Governor General of Canada that they attend her
immediately in the Senate chamber.

The House of Commons being come,

Their Speaker, the Hon. Peter Milliken, said:

May it please Your Excellency,

The House of Commons has elected me their Speaker,
though I am but little able to fulfil the important duties thus
assigned to me. If, in the performance of those duties, I
should at any time fall into error, I pray that the fault may
be imputed to me, and not to the Commons, whose servant I
am, and who, through me, the better to enable them to
discharge their duty to their Queen and Country, humbly
claim all their undoubted rights and privileges, especially
that they may have freedom of speech in their debates,
access to Your Excellency’s person at all seasonable times,
and that their proceedings may receive from Your
Excellency the most favourable construction.

[Translation]

The Hon. the Speaker of the Senate answered:

Mr. Speaker, I am commanded by Her Excellency the
Governor General to declare to you that she freely confides
in the duty and attachment of the House of Commons to
Her Majesty’s person and government, and not doubting
that their proceedings will be conducted with wisdom,
temper and prudence, she grants, and upon all occasions will
recognize and allow, their constitutional privileges. I am
commanded also to assure you that the Commons shall have
ready access to Her Excellency upon all seasonable
occasions and that their proceedings, as well as your
words and actions, will constantly receive from her the
most favourable construction.

[English]

SPEECH FROM THE THRONE

Her Excellency the Governor General was then pleased to open
the First Session of the Thirty-ninth Parliament with the
following speech:

Honourable Members of the Senate,

Members of the House of Commons,

Ladies and Gentlemen:

As the representative of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II,
I am honoured to welcome the newly elected members of the
House of Commons on the occasion of the opening of the
First Session of the Thirty-Ninth Parliament of Canada.
Canadians rejoice in the coming eightieth birthday of Her
Majesty later this month, and in her more than fifty years of
service as Queen of Canada.

Since my appointment as Governor General of Canada,
I have had the privilege of meeting women and men who
each and every day, and each in their own way, reaffirm
their attachment to this vast land that we share and where
people from around the world have found a home. Women
and men of ideas, conviction and action who have an
abiding sense of responsibility, solidarity and commitment
to their neighbourhoods, to their communities and to their
country. And I am moved to see just how strong and vibrant
a country we are.

[Translation]

I have been particularly struck by the words of our young
people and by their wealth of ideas. Young people who are
looking to carve out their place and be heard. The new
generation of Aboriginal entrepreneurs who are creating
new opportunities. Young people in our Canadian Forces
who, through their extraordinary efforts, offer a promise of
hope for the oppressed. More than ever, our young people
represent not only the promise of a brighter future, but also
the vitality of our present.

I have met with people from our two great linguistic
communities and I can attest that our linguistic duality is a
tremendous asset for the country. Similarly, Canadian
artists from all disciplines have confirmed to me just
how important creative expression is to the health of a
democratic society.

And I have heard from Canadians who feel they often
lack a voice. Women who are victims of violence. Families
newly arrived in Canada who seek to contribute to our
society and our country’s collective well-being.
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Listening to citizens from all walks of life has
strengthened my already deep conviction that we are living
in a country where everything is possible, where each of us is
free to follow his or her dreams but also has a duty to help
build our country and prepare it for the challenges that lie
ahead.

[English]

BUILDING A STRONGER CANADA

On January 23, the Canadian people elected a new
government. The Government is honoured by the
responsibility it has been given for managing the affairs of
our great country.

Canada is uniquely blessed in the strength and diversity
of its people and regions. Through hard work, foresight and
good fortune, we have come together to make our vast
country one of the most successful the world has ever seen.

The distance we have travelled is remarkable. A country
once perceived to be at the edge of the world is now at the
leading edge of science, business, the arts and sport.
Whether it is on the podium in Turin, on the rugged hills
of Afghanistan, or in the bustling markets of Asia,
Canadians demonstrate time and time again that they are
leaders.

The Government is proud of what Canadians have
accomplished so far, and is inspired by the country’s bright
prospects. It believes in the capacity of Canadians to seize
the enormous opportunities before them and build an even
stronger Canada, striving for excellence, anchored by
enduring values, and infused with growing confidence that
they can make a difference at home and in the world.

In support of building a stronger Canada, the
Government’s agenda will be clear and focused. It will
clean up government, provide real support to ordinary
working families and strengthen our federation as well as
our role in the world.

[Translation]

TURNING A NEW LEAF

Canadians have chosen change. They want a government
that treats their tax dollars with respect. A government that
puts ordinary working people and their families first. A
government that is accountable.

This Government has been given a mandate to lead the
change demanded by the Canadian people.

Leading change in a minority Parliament means working
together. To this end, the Government will look for shared
goals and common ideas that will help Canadians build a
stronger Canada.

It is time to turn a new leaf.

[English]

BRINGING ACCOUNTABILITY BACK
TO GOVERNMENT

No aspect of responsible government is more
fundamental than having the trust of citizens. Canadians’
faith in the institutions and practices of government has
been eroded. This new government trusts in the Canadian
people, and its goal is that Canadians will once again trust in
their government. It is time for accountability.

[Translation]

To restore this trust, the first piece of legislation the
Government will bring forward will be the Federal
Accountability Act.

This omnibus legislation and the associated
Accountability Action Plan will change the current system
of oversight and management by strengthening the rules and
institutions that ensure transparency and accountability to
Canadians. The legislation will ban institutional and large
personal donations to political parties; it will ensure that
positions of public trust cannot be used as stepping stones to
private lobbying; and it will provide real protection for
whistle-blowers who show great courage in coming forward
to do what is right.

[English]

The Government will strengthen the capacity and
independence of officers of Parliament, including the
Auditor General, to hold the Government to account. It
will increase the transparency of appointments, contracts
and auditing within government departments and Crown
corporations.

Effective checks and balances are important, but they are
not enough. The trust of citizens must be earned every day.
The Government will work to earn that trust.

HELPING ORDINARY WORKING CANADIANS
AND THEIR FAMILIES

This Government believes that Canadians pay too much
in tax. The Government’s tax plan will, over time, reduce the
tax burden on all Canadians.

To this end, the Government will reduce the Goods and
Services Tax by one percent. Cutting the GST will help all
Canadians deal with the rising cost of living, put money
back in people’s pockets and help stimulate the economy.

[Translation]

Cutting the GST is the best way to lower taxes for all
Canadians, including low-income Canadians who need it
most.

[English]

The Government will continue with a responsible
approach to lowering taxes for the benefit of Canadians
and the Canadian economy, including a further reduction of
the GST to five percent.
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TACKLING CRIME

Canadians have always taken pride in our low crime
rates. Safe streets have long characterized Canada’s
communities — from villages to towns to cities. Safe
communities allow families and businesses to prosper.

Unfortunately, our safe streets and healthy communities
are increasingly under threat of gun, gang and drug violence.

This Government will tackle crime. It will propose
changes to the Criminal Code to provide tougher
sentences for violent and repeat offenders, particularly
those involved in weapons-related crimes. It will help
prevent crime by putting more police on the street and
improving the security of our borders.

[Translation]

It is equally important that we prevent criminal
behaviour before it has a chance to take root. To this end,
the Government will work with the provinces and territories
to help communities provide hope and opportunity for our
youth, and end the cycle of violence that can lead to broken
communities and broken lives.

[English]

PROVIDING CHILD CARE CHOICE AND SUPPORT

Strong families ensure a bright future for Canada. The
most important investment we can make as a country is to
help families raise their children.

This Government understands that no two Canadian
families are exactly alike. Each has its own circumstances
and needs. Parents must be able to choose the child care that
is best for them. The Government will help Canadian
parents, as they seek to balance work and family life, by
supporting their child care choices through direct financial
support.

[Translation]

In collaboration with the provinces and territories,
employers and community non-profit organizations, it will
also encourage the creation of new child care spaces.

ENSURING CANADIANS GET THE HEALTH CARE
THEY HAVE PAID FOR

Canadians have paid their taxes to support our system of
public health insurance. But all too often, they find
themselves waiting too long for critical procedures. That is
not good enough. It is time Canadians received the health
care they have paid for.

The Government will engage the provinces and territories
on a patient wait times guarantee for medically necessary
services. This guarantee will make sure that all Canadians
receive essential medical treatment within clinically
acceptable waiting times.

A health system that is timely and sustainable will require
innovation. The Government will support and enable
innovative approaches to health care delivery consistent
with the principles of a universally accessible and equitable
public health care system embodied in the Canada Health
Act.

[English]

A CANADA THAT WORKS FOR ALL OF US

One of Canada’s greatest strengths is our federal system
of government. The founders of our country had the
foresight to build a flexible federal system that would
accommodate our diversity and build upon the unique
strengths of the different parts of our federation.

To remain strong and effective, our federation must keep
pace with the evolving needs of Canadian society. Building
on the work begun in the last Parliament, this Government
will seek to involve parliamentarians and citizens in
examining the challenges facing Canada’s electoral system
and democratic institutions. At the same time, it will explore
means to ensure that the Senate better reflects both the
democratic values of Canadians and the needs of Canada’s
regions.

All too often, the strength of our federation is
compromised by jurisdictional squabbles that obscure
accountabilities and prevent governments from working
together in the best interests of Canadians.

[Translation]

This new government will take a new approach. It is
committed to building a better federation in which
governments come together to help Canadians realize their
potential. To this end, the Government will respond to
concerns about the fiscal imbalance and will work to ensure
fiscal arrangements in which all governments have access to
the resources they need to meet their responsibilities.

The Government is committed to an open federalism that
recognizes the unique place of a strong, vibrant Quebec in a
united Canada. It will work with the government and
legislature of Quebec in a spirit of mutual respect and
collaboration to advance the aspirations of Quebecers.

In the international community, Canada is stronger when
we speak with one voice, but that voice must belong to all of
us. In a more interdependent world, decisions on
international issues increasingly affect not only countries,
but also individuals, communities and regions.

This is why the Government will facilitate provincial
participation in the development of Canadian positions that
affect areas of provincial responsibility. The Government
recognizes the special cultural responsibilities of the
Government of Quebec and will therefore invite Quebec to
play a role in the United Nations Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization. By harnessing the diversity of
experience and expertise found within our federation, we
can present a strong, united and confident voice to the
world.
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[English]

CANADA — STRONG, UNITED, INDEPENDENT
AND FREE

Canada’s voice in the world must be supported by action,
both at home and abroad. Advancing our interests in a
complex and sometimes dangerous world requires
confidence and the independent capacity to defend our
country’s sovereignty and the security of our citizens.

The Government will work cooperatively with our friends
and allies and constructively with the international
community to advance common values and interests. In
support of this goal, it will build stronger multilateral and
bilateral relationships, starting with Canada’s relationship
with the United States, our best friend and largest trading
partner.

More broadly, this Government is committed to
supporting Canada’s core values of freedom, democracy,
the rule of law and human rights around the world. In this
regard, the Government will support a more robust
diplomatic role for Canada, a stronger military and a
more effective use of Canadian aid dollars.

Just as it honours the past efforts of our veterans, the
Government stands firmly behind the vital role being played
by our troops in Afghanistan today. The dedicated
Canadians in Afghanistan deserve all of our support as
they risk their lives to defend our national interests, combat
global terrorism and help the Afghan people make a new
start as a free, democratic and peaceful country.

CONCLUSION

The Government’s clear and focused agenda reflects its
commitment to Canadians. It will not try to do all things at
once. Instead, the Government will work diligently to make
tangible improvements that contribute to stronger families
and safer communities, and a stronger country.

[Translation]

During this Thirty-ninth Parliament, the Government
will be bringing forward fiscally responsible budgets and a
legislative program that will achieve the results that
Canadians expect from their elected representatives. In this
work, it will rely on the support and counsel of a dedicated
and professional Public Service. In turn, it will give the
Public Service the leadership and tools it needs to excel in
the service of Canadians.

[English]

Recognizing the important role of parliamentarians,
members of Parliament will be asked to conduct
comprehensive reviews of key federal legislation,
including the Canadian Environmental Protection Act, the
Anti-Terrorism Act and the Bank Act. The Government will
act in Parliament to offer an apology for the Chinese Head
Tax. Significant international treaties will be submitted for
votes in Parliament.

Over the course of its mandate, and starting with the clear
priorities set out today, the Government will work diligently
to build a record of results. It will promote a more
competitive, more productive Canadian economy. It will
seek to improve opportunity for all Canadians, including
Aboriginal peoples and new immigrants. It will work to
improve the security of seniors. It will take measures to
achieve tangible improvements in our environment,
including reductions in pollution and greenhouse gas
emissions.

This Government recognizes the unique challenges faced
by those who make their livelihood from our land and
oceans in our vital natural resource and agriculture
industries. It will take action to secure a prosperous future
for Canadian agriculture, following years of neglect. It will
respond to short-term needs, create separate and more
effective farm income stabilization and disaster relief
programs and work with producers and partners to
achieve long-term competitiveness and sustainability.

[Translation]

Together, the Government’s actions will ensure Canada’s
future success.

With the efforts and contributions of members from both
chambers, the Government looks forward to making this
Parliament work for the benefit of the Canadian people.

Members of the House of Commons:

You will be asked to appropriate the funds required to
carry out the services and expenditures authorized by
Parliament.

[English]

Honourable Members of the Senate and Members of the
House of Commons:

May Divine Providence guide your deliberations.

[Translation]

The sitting was resumed.

RAILWAYS BILL

FIRST READING

Hon. Gerald J. Comeau (Deputy Leader of the Government)
presented Bill S-1, relating to railways.

Bill read first time.

6 SENATE DEBATES April 4, 2006



[English]

SPEECH FROM THE THRONE

CONSIDERATION AT NEXT SITTING

The Hon. the Speaker: Honourable senators, I have the honour
to inform you that Her Excellency the Governor General has
caused to be placed in my hands a copy of her Speech delivered
this day from the Throne to the two Houses of Parliament. It is as
follows —

Hon. Senators: Dispense.

The Hon. the Speaker: Honourable senators, when shall this
speech be taken into consideration?

[Translation]

Hon. Gerald J. Comeau (Deputy Leader of the Government)
moved:

That the speech of Her Excellency the Governor General
delivered this day from the Throne to the two Houses of
Parliament be taken into consideration at the next sitting
of the Senate.

Motion agreed to.

COMMITTEE OF SELECTION

MOTION TO APPOINT—DEBATE ADJOURNED

Hon. Gerald J. Comeau (Deputy Leader of the Government)
moved:

That, pursuant to rule 85(1), the Honourable Senators
Austin, P.C., Bacon, Carstairs, P.C., Champagne, P.C.,
Cook, Fairbairn, P.C., Oliver, Stratton and Tkachuk
be appointed a Committee of Selection to nominate (a) a
Senator to preside as Speaker pro tempore and
(b) the Senators to serve on the several select committees,
except the Committee on Conflict of Interest for Senators,
during the present Session. The Committee of Selection will
report with all convenient speed the names of the Senators
so nominated.

[English]

The Hon. the Speaker: Is it your pleasure, honourable senators,
to adopt the motion?

On motion of Senator Stratton, debate adjourned.

The Senate adjourned until tomorrow at 2 p.m.
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