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s Opening Remarks

The Chairman, opened the meeting and welcomed the
delegates.

A plaque commemorating the 75th anniversary of the
Bureau de la statistique du Québec was presented, on
behalf of the Council, to the delegate from Quebec, Ms.
Nicole Gendreau.

The minutes of the previous meeting (October 1-2, 1986)
were accepted with one correction (revised minutes
attached as Appendix 1) and the current agenda was
approved.

2. Report by the Chief Statistician of Canada

Dr. Fellegi summarized key points from a recent meeting
of the National Statistics Council and provided an
overview of the current status, recent accomplishments
and future directions of Statistics Canada's programs
(see Appendix 2).

Discussion ensued concerning the National Statistics

Council, its mandate and its relationship to the na-
tional statistical system.

d. Provincial and Territorial Reports

Delegates from provinces and territories provided
reports on the current status and activities of their
. respective statistical agencies. (Reports submitted in
writing are appended to the minutes as Appendix 3).

4. Regionalization

Mr. Lynch summarized the report distributed to dele-
gates in advance of the meeting (see Appendix 4).

Delegates discussed various models of co-ordination

between Statistics Canada's regional offices and pro-
vincial/territorial statistical agencies in the area
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of data dissemination, the extent of demand for statis-
tical dissemination services and resource 1issues 1in
meeting that demand.

The current status of Statistics Canada's office in
Winnipeg was discussed, particularly with regard to the
net local employment implications of Statistics Cana-
da's reconfiguration and regionalization initiatives.
Some delegates requested that liaison with their agency
be maintained from Statistics Canada's office in their
province.

S Program Committee Report

Mr. Falk presented a report on the activities of the
committee (see Appendix 5).

Dr. Fellegi thanked Mr. Falk for having served as
Chairman of the Program Committee.

6. Secretary's Report

The Secretary, Mr. Desjardins, summarized the report
distributed to delegates in advance of the meeting (an
amended report is adjoined to the minutes as Appendix
6).

Committee Structure

In the ensuing discussions, concern was expressed
over the Council's decision to dissolve the
Federal-Provincial Committee on Energy Statistics
and refer the topic to the Committee on Business
Statistics. It was noted that the option of
reconstituting the committee remains available
should a real need to do so re-emerge, Concern
was also expressed regarding the possible disso-
lution of the Federal-Provincial Committee on
Small Area Data. It was noted that this Commit-
tee would be meeting in November and that the
future of the Committee would be discussed at
that time.
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Scheduling of Council Meetings

Several delegates commented on the poor timing of
the Council meeting relative to meetings of its
subordinate committees. It was proposed to shift
the timing of the Council meeting, possibly in
phases, from the fall to the spring of each year.
The issue was referred to the Program Committee.

Public Sector Employment Statistics

An error was noted in the Secretary's report
regarding the committee responsible for consid-
eration of public sector employment statistics
programs. The Council's previous decision, that
this issue would be examined by the Public Sector
Statistics Committee, was briefly reviewed and
maintained.

Recoverable Project Reports

It was agreed to modify reporting to the provin-
cial/territorial statistical agencies of cost
recoverable projects undertaken for departments
and agencies of their respective governments.
Summaries of the data will be generated following
a model developed by the Alberta Bureau of
Statistics. The frequency of the reports will be
quarterly or monthly as requested by the
respective provincial/territorial statistical
agencies.

Federal-Provincial Relations

Bernie Lynch presented a report on various issues

affecting federal-provincial relations that had been
distributed to delegates in advance (see Appendix 7).

Policy on Contacts with
Provincial and Territorial Governments

Discussion of Statistics Canada's policy on the
notification of provincial/territorial statis-
tical agencies of contacts with their respective



governments covered various issues of the inter-
pretation of the policy and the form and timing
of notification. Statistics Canada indicated its
intention to maintain the policy in its present
form in the near term, noting that initial ef-
forts should be directed at compliance with the
present policy before further refinements are
worth introducing. Provincial/territorial dele-
gates stated they would prefer an indication on
original correspondence that a copy is being sent
to the head of the provincial/territorial agency.
The Chairman agreed this practice should be
adopted.

Resolution of the Agricultural
Statistics Committee

A resolution of the Federal-Provincial Committee
on Agricultural Statistics was tabled as part of
the report. It was agreed that Statistics Canada
would consider the applicability of quid pro quo
arrangements with the provincial agricultural
representatives in respect of work done on the
1986 Census of Agriculture.

Memorandum of Understanding

A second draft of the memorandum of understanding

was tabled. Concerns raised during discussion
ranged from the appropriate level - political or
bureaucratic - for signing such an agreement to

whether specific procedures and policies should
be annexed to the document. The issue was again
referred to the Program Committee. Members were
asked to convey their views on the draft memoran-
dum to Mr. Desjardins within three weeks.

Social Statistics Committee

Revised terms of reference for the Federal-
Provincial Committee on Social Statistics were
tabled and approved.
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8. 1986 Census Progress Report

Mr. Petrie advised the Council that the 1986 Census
output program was, generally, on, or slightly ahead
of, schedule. Plans are being developed for release of
2B data in several stages, beginning with ethnic origin
data possibly in early December 1987.

During the ensuing discussion, it was stated by Mr.
Petrie that tabulations of aboriginal peoples' data
(question 7) would be available shortly for purposes of
evaluation. It was strongly recommended that provin-
cial/territorial statistical agencies not distribute
this data directly to potential users, but rather refer
interested users to Statistics Canada.

Delegates raised issues concerning secondary distribu-
tion of Census data by their agencies. The Chairman
confirmed Statistics Canada's position that data pro-
vided by Statistics Canada without charge should be
distributed only within the provincial/territorial gov-
ernment narrowly defined (e.g. departments, agencies,
etc.) and not to more autonomous creations of that gov-
ernment (e.g. universities, municipalities, crown
corporations, hospitals, etc.). Data purchased by the
statistical agency, other departments or consortia, are
not subject to this restriction.

9. Modification to the Agenda

It was agreed that discussion of 1986 Census
undercoverage and of plans for the 1991 Census would be
. carried forward to the following day. It was further
agreed that, if necessary for the meeting to end at the
agreed time, the Business Survey Redesign Project
presentation would be cancelled.

10. 1986 Census Undercoverage

Mr. Bruce Petrie advised the delegates that results of
the Reverse Record Check would likely be published by
late November 1987. It is anticipated there will be an
increase in undercoverage relative to that experienced
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in 1981. The increase appears to be general and cannot
be readily attributed to any single cause or set of
causes. Analysis of the results and development of
plans for evaluation and reduction of undercoverage in
the 1991 Census are proceeding.

Discussion centred on Statistics Canada's decision not
to adjust 1986 Census data for undercoverage and the
possibility of adjusting official population estimates
for this factor.

The delegate from Quebec, Ms. Gendreau, stated the
position of the Bureau de la statistique du Québec on
this issue - specifically, that it is unacceptable for
statistical agencies to publish or disseminate pop-
ulation estimates which are known not to be the best
possible. Other delegates and, of course, Statistics
Canada agreed - but the problem is that no agreement
exists in methods of estimation not based on Census
data.

Other discussion concerned the impact of increased

undercoverage on the results of the 1986 Census of
Agriculture.

[ B Plans for the 1991 Census

Mr. Petrie presented a report on plans for the 1991
Census based on notes distributed to delegates 1in
advance (see Appendix 8).

Discussion addressed the extent of interest expressed
in aboriginal peoples' data and the participation of
aboriginal groups in the consultation process.

12 Current and Future Status of
the National Statistical Syste

The delegate from British Columbia, Dr. McReynolds,
presented a draft paper on the current and future
status of the national statistical system (see Appendix
9), with the delegate from Saskatchewan, Mr. McMahon,
acting as discussant.
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Discussion focussed on recommendations of the report:

° that a sub-committee of the Council be formed
to study possible means of strengthening the
provincial/territorial component of the na-
tional statistical system, and

° that a consultant be engaged to assist the
committee in this study.

Emphasis was placed on the mechanisms available for
securing action on the eventual conclusions of such a
study.

It was agreed that the Program Committee would be
responsible for conducting the recommended study. Dr.
Fellegi undertook to determine whether an appropriate
support person could be made available from within Sta-
tistics Canada. The issue of defraying costs associat-
ed with research for the study was left in abeyance.

3 Tax Record Access

Mr. Dodds presented a report on tax record access based
on notes distributed to delegates in advance (Appendix
10).

In the ensuing discussion, members expressed general
satisfaction with the triad approach to providing
access to taxation data, except Quebec, which has lost
access, through this approach, to micro data important
to a number of its ongoing programs. Access to, and
.use of, retail sales tax data for statistical purposes
was also discussed. Statistics Canada indicated its
desire to work with one or two provinces/territories to
develop retail sales tax data as a support to its
retail trade survey.

The item concluded with a discussion of mechanisms for
securing access by provincial/territorial statistical
agencies to personal income tax records for statistical
purposes. The discussion emphasized potential actions
by provincial/territorial agencies that could assist
Statistics Canada in its efforts to obtain such access.



14. Nomination of the Program Committee

The delegate from Ontario (Ms. Kestle) was proposed as
chairperson of the Committee. The delegates from
Prince Edward Island (Mr. Palmer) and Saskatchewan (Mr.
McMahon) were proposed as members of the Committee as
were Mr. Petrie, Mr. Brackstone and Mr. Goulet.

Nominations were approved as proposed. Mr.Desjardins
is an ex-officio member of the Committee.

15. Other Business

It was agreed that Statistics Canada would look into
and report back to delegates on consultations by Canada
Mortgage and Housing Corporation with provincial
housing authorities over potential housing questions on
the 1988 Household Equipment and Facilities Survey.

Earlier in the meeting, Mr. Desjardins described a new
Statistics Canada policy providing for discount pricing
of out-of-date publications. The policy is designed to
address the 1issue of access to publications by

students. While being promoted at the post-secondary
institution level, the discounts will be available to
everyone. The policy 1is expected to be 1in effect

January 1, 1988.

16. Concluding Remarks

Dr. Fellegi thanked the Alberta Bureau of Statistics
- for hosting the meeting. :

The location of the next meeting of the Council was
briefly discussed. Dr. Fellegi noted that following
past practice the next meeting would normally be held
in Ottawa. He also noted invitations from Quebec, as
part of its anniversary celebrations, and British
Columbia. A decision on this matter was referred to
the Program Committee.

The meeting was adjourned.



FobDukAaL-PRUVIENC 1AL
CONSULTATIVE COUNCIL
ON STATISTICAL POLICY

CONSELL CUNSULTATIF
FEDERAL-PROVINC JAL
DE LA POLITIQUE STATISTI(UE

List of Delegates(*)
and Participants

Rob Lietting
Alberta bBureau of Statistics
Sir Frederick W. haultain Building

7th Floor, 9811-109th Street
Edmonton, Alberta

T5K (8

George Courage (*)

Director

Newfoundland Statistics Agency
Executive Council

3rd Floor, Confederation Building
St. John's, ikewfoundland

ANS 317

Jan Kestle (*)

Senior Policy Advisor

Statistics Unit

Sectoral and Regional Policy Branch
Cffice of Economic Policy

Ministry of lQreasury and Economics
4th Floor, Frost Building North
Queen's Park

Toronto, Ontario

M7A 1Y7

Denis Desjardins
Directeur géneral
Lirection du marketing et
des services d'information
Statistique Canada
9€ gtage (J), Idifice R.l. Coats

Parc Tunney
Cttawa (Ontario)
Kla Cre

Liste des deléegues(*)
et participants

David Dodds

Director

Business Survey Transitionu
Statistics Canada

6th Floor (B8), Jean Talon Building
Tunney's Pasture

Ottawa, Ontario

K1A (reo

Paul Lober (*)

Director

Statistics and Research
Services Branch

Policy and Planning Division

Department of Levelopment

oth Floor, World Trade and

Convention Centre
1800 Argyle Street,
Halifax, Nova &cotia
B3J Z2R7

P.0O.Box 519

Wilf Falk (*)

Director

Manitoba Bureau of Statistics
155 Carlton & reet, Room 615
Winnipeg, Manitoba

R 8

lvan Fellegi (*)

Chief Statistician of Canada
Statistics Canada
26th Floor (A), R.H.
Tunney's Pasture
Ottawa, Ontario

Kl1A (T 6

Coats building



(*)

Harvey lord
Director
Alberta Bureau of Statistics

Sir Frederick W. Haul tain Building

7th Floor, 9811 -109th Street
Edmonton, Alberta
TSK C8&

Nicole Gendreau (*)

Lirectrice generale

Bureau de la statistique du (uéebec
117, rue Saint-André

Quebec (Quebec)

GlK 3¥3

Glenn Grant (*)

Director

Bureau of Statistics
Executive Council Of fice
Goverrment of Yukon

Yukon Covermment Building,
P. G.EBox 2703
znd Avenue,
Whitehorse,
YIA 26

st Floor, S.W. Corner

Yukon

Grey Jones
Alberta Bureau of Statistics
S1r Frederick W. Haul tain building

7th Floor, 9811 -109th Street
Edmonton, Alberta
TSK C8

-
- -

Ralph Jdoyce (*)
Territorial Statistician
Bureau of Statistics

5th Floor, Laing Building
Frankl in Avenue

Yellowknife, Northwest Territories
X1A 2.9

Bernie Lynch
Director General
Operations Branch
15th Floor (A), E.H.
Statistics Canada
Tunney's Pasture
Ottawa, Ontario

K1A OT6

Coats Building

Cliff Marks (*)
Director

New Brunswick Statistics Agency
Cabinet Secretariat

Room 274, Centennial Bailding
King Street

Fredericton, NhNew Brunswick

E138 [EHIL

Ron McMahon (*)

Director

Saskatchewan Bureau of Statistics
Room 207, Walter Scott Building

308t Albert Street
Regina, Saskatchewan
S45 Bl

William McReynolds (*)
Provincial Statistician

Central Statistics Bureau
Ministry of Econamic Levelopment
2nd Floor, 140b Douglas Street
Victoria, bBritish Columbia

V&i 31

Arch MNoseworthy
Statistics Unit
Sectoral and Regional
Policy Branch
Of fice of Economic Policy
Ministry of Treasury and Economics
4th Floor, Frost Building lNorth
Cueen's Park

Toronto, Ontario
M7A 1Y 7

A7



John Palmer (*)

Director

Econamics, Statistics and Fiscal
Analysis Division

Department of Finance

2nd Floor, Walter Shaw Building
Rochford Street, P.0O.Box 2000
Charlottetown, Prince Edward Island
ClA 7N8

Jerry Page

Director

Regional Office
Prairie Region
Statistics Canada

HYS Centre, Suite 215
11010-101 Street
Edmonton, Alberta

TSH 4C5

Marjorie Pedrick
Alberta Bureau of Statistics
Sir Frederick W. Haultain Building

7th Floor, 9811-109th Street
Edmonton, Alberta
TSK 0OC8

Br uce Petrie
Assistant Chief Statistician

Social Institutions and
labour &t atistics Field

Statistics Canada

26th Floor (N), K.H.
Tunney's Pasture

Ottawa, Ontario
Kla OTro

Coats Building



A

14

APPENDIX 1



of

MINUTES
FEDERAL-PROVINCIAL COUNCIL
ON STATISTICAL POLICY

(October 1St and 2nd, 1986)

3

Simon A. Goldberg Conference Centre
Statistics Canada, Ottawa




MINUTES

- Page
1. Introduction 1
2. Report by the Chief Statistician 1
3. Secretary's Report 1
4. Progress in Regionalization 1
5. provincial and Territorial Reports 2
6. Budgets Cuts and Fiscal Restraints 2
7. Report on the 1986 Census ) 2
8. 1991 Census Planning 2
9. Business Survey Redesign 3 .

10. Small Business Statistics 3

11. Provincial-Territorial Access to Individual

Tax Return 3

12. 1990 SIC Revision 3

13. World Trade Data Base 3

14. Provincial-Territorial Reaction to Cost-Recovery 4

15. Memorandum of Understanding on the role éf

r Focal Points i d 4

16. Review of the Committee Structure 4

17. Nomination of the Program Committee 5

18. Closing Remarks 5



JFC Introduction

Mr. Yvon Fortin opened the meeting and welcomed the
delegates.
= 3
" The minutes of the previous meeting (September 23-24, 1985)
were reviewed and endorsed and the current agenda was approved.

2. Report by the Chief Statistician

The Chief Statistician outlined the key developments that
had taken place in the Bureau during the last vyear (see
Appendix 1 for a summary report).

Discussion focussed on such issues as the impact of the
sample size reduction for the Labour Force Survey, the ceiling
on person years and the regional composition of the WNational
Statistics Council and the Advisory Committees. '

3. Secretary's Report

Mr. Michel Rochon summarized the report distributed
beforehand (see Appendix 2).

Following the discussions, it was agreed that a document
containing operational policies related to the Council be
prepared. Follow-up items from the 1986 meeting indicate a
contact point. Statistics Canada provides the fullest possible
information to focal points when there is correspondence
between Statistics Canada and provincial departments. A list
of micro-computer applications by subject-matter be compiled
and that the part of this 1list pertaining to the Field of
Business Statistics be presented at the next meeting of the
Federal-Provincial Committee on Business Statistics.

45' Progress in Regionalization 7

- €
Rased on cost-benefit considerations and improved
efficiency measures, changes to the management and financial
aspects of the regional offices are being proposed. These
changes would entail regrouping certain administrative
functions into five centres (Halifax, Montreal, Toronto,

Edmonton and Vancouver), maintaining data collection activities
in other existing offices, and opening new offices in London
and Calgary for data collection purposes.
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5. Provincial and Territorial Reports

Each province and territory provided a verbal and/or
written report covering recent /current/pending activities. The
swritten reports have been attached (see Appendix 3 - Quebec;
Appendix 4 - Alberta; Appendix 5 - Prince Edward Island:
Appendix 6 - British Columbia).

6. Budget Cuts and Fiscal Restraint

Mr. Wilf Falk presented a paper which he had submitted
earlier to Council (see Appendix 7).

During the ensuing discussions, members noted the measures
that have been adopted to sustain the statistical system during

periods of restraint. These measures include: productivity
increases, contracting-out, elimination of duplication,
cost-recovery and increases in the costs of products. Members

also stressed the need for «client support and several
jurisdictions have started information programs to demonstrate
how data are required/used for decision-making.

7. Report on the 1986 Census

. Mr. Bruce Petrie stated that, up to now, every major task
has been completed on schedule and within budget. Two concerns
were raised however: the degree of undercoverage (unknown at

this point) and the difficulties encountered in enumerating the
population on Indian Reserves.

Interim counts will be released in January 1987 and the
focal points will have an opportunity to review them two weeks
in advance of the date of release.

Twenty EA level tabulations (or CSD tables, if preferred)
will be provided to the focal points free of charge. . Twenty
% ;83itional tabulations will be available for purchase. ©

8. 1991 Census Planning

Mr. Petrie presented a paper prepared by Dr. Ed Pryor (see
Appendix 8). It was stressed that the next several months will
be the appropriate period for proposing changes for 1991
relative to 1986 or 1981.
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9. Business Survey Redesign

Mr. Jacob Ryten gave a report based on summary notes (see
Appendix 9).

>~

More documentation will be available at the next meeting of
the Federal-Provincial Committee on Business Statistics.

10. Small Business Statistics

Mr. Ryten made a presentation (see Appendix 10).

In response to queries raised by the focal points,
Mr. Ryten stressed that data would be available separately for
each province and that before data could be provided on births
and deaths of businesses, a considerable amount of work had to
be done to standardize concepts. {

11. Provincial/Territorial Access to Individual Tax Returns

Mr. Guy Labossiére presented a paper (see Appendix 11) but
provided additional information included in another document
(see Appendix 12).

With regard to provincial/territorial accessibility to
federal tax records, it was pointed out that Revenue Canada's
special agreement to share information with Statistics Canada
clearly excluded any other party. Under the present
circumstances, the best arrangement that could be obtained from
Revenue Canada would be “triads”.

12. 1990 SIC Revision

Due to lack of time, this agenda item was not covered. It
will be tackled at the forthcoming meeting of the
Fgﬁeral—Provincial Committee on Business Statistics. &

13. World Trade Data Base

Mr. Ryten's presentation is summarized in Appendix 13.
Courses on the Harmonized System of Classification would be

available for provinces and territories. Further documentation
on the project will be distributed to Council members.
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14. Provincial/Territorial Reaction to Cost-Recovery

Jurisdictions remarked that the cost-recovery policy of
Statistics Canada should have been discussed with focal points
prior to implementation and that Statistics _Canada's
publications are more costly than similar publications
available in bookstores.

Statistics Canada noted that little time was available for
consultation since cost recovery is a government policy and the
specific targets had to be part of the urgent discussions which
preceded the reinstatement of the 1986 Census. Revenues have
tripled for publications and increased by two-and-a~-half-times
for CANSIM. Special consideration continues to be given to
provincial-territorial focal points through the distribution of
a free set of all publications, through quid pro quo
arrangements that enable recognition of special services as
have been done for the economic accounts and the Census of
Population, and through a wide range of privileged
relationships (advance consultations, joint data collection,
close collaboration through a wide range of committees and
personal contacts, etc.).

15. Memorandum of Understanding on the Role of Focal Points

The delegate from New Brunswick and the Chairman of the
Program Committee presented the draft Memorandum (see Appendix
14).

The !emorandum of Understanding should be divided into two
parts:

A general document followed by operational procedures. The
Memorandum would be signed by Council members.

A draft letter for the Minister would be prepared by the
Secretariat of the Council and sent to focal ?oﬁnts for
review prior to being submitted to the Minister. Such™ a
letter would then be sent to each provincial minister
responsible for focal points asking them to reconfirm the
role of the focal points.

16. Review of the Committee Structure

Mr. Rochon summarized a paper that he had prepared (see
Appendix 15).

1]
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It was decided that: the Committee on Social Statistics
not be abolished and that a meeting be reconvened at least on a
trial basis; the Committee on Energy be abolished and that its
relevant issues be studied under the Committee on Business
Statistics; the Demography Committee be organized as. a full-
fledged committee with its own terms of reference; the role of
the Small Area Data Committee be examined; the focal points be
invited to the Vital Statistics Council meetings if Provincial
Registrars agree.

17. Nomination of the Program Committee

The delegate from Manitoba (Wilf Falk) was nominated
chairman of the Committee. The delegates from Quebec (Nicole
Gendreau) and Nova Scotia (Paul Dober) were proposed as members
of the Committee as were Jacob Ryten, Yvon Fortin and
Ed Pryor. Michel Rochon is an ex-officio member. 3

18. Closing Remarks

The Chairman thanked the delegates for their
participation. He summarized the issues raised at the meeting
and the required follow-ups.
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DRAFT

Nov. 20/87
STATISTICS CANADA PROGRAM REPORT
“I.~ BROAD ISSUES AND DEVELOPMENTS
d The Honourable Michel Coté was sworn in as Minister of

Supply and Services and Minister Responsible for
Statistics Canada on August 27, 1987. He succeeded the
Honourable Monique Vézina.

° Over the last three years, the Agency has succeeded in
meeting its downsizing targets without major program
reductions. Two new developments could lead to addi-
tional budget cuts of up to $5 million in 1988-89.
Should these cuts materialize, widespread program
reductions would be unavoidable. Statistics Canada is
optimistic these additional cuts can be avoided.

° Since the last meeting of the Consultative Council, the
National Statistics Council has met twice. The Nation-
al Statistics Council is composed of members appointed
by the Minister responsible for Statistics Canada,
though the Council serves to advise the Chief Statisti-
clan. It is intended that members will be appointed
for three year terms. The first rotation of membership
should occur in the coming year.

Over the last year, the National Statistics Council, in
addition to providing invaluable advice, has played a
useful supportive role for Statistics Canada. The
Council gave its support to Statistics Canada in the
Agency's efforts to obtain funding for 1991 Census de-
velopment work and person-years for cost-recoverable
services. This support contributed significan€ly o
positive outcomes in both instances.

2 A Strategic Overview paper was prepared at the request
of the National Statistics Council. The paper under-
lined the importance of continuing to adapt programs to
meet the evolving data needs of policy-makers, even in
periods of restraint and cut-backs. Priorities for new
initiatives were identified in the areas of health,
education, linkages between international trade and
manufacturing industries, and service industries. 1In
identifying priorities, the principal criteria adopted
were new data requirements arising from societal
change, the present condition of the various
statistical programs, and opportunities that facilitate
development in a particular program area. Without an
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infusion of outside resources, however, Statistics
Canada will only be able to support conceptual
development in these areas.

The Strategic Overview also identified a number of
cross-cutting issues to be addressed, specifically:
efficiency; output improvements; respondent issues;
data quality indicators; and program balance.

Despite cut-backs, all evidence suggests Statistics
Canada has maintained, and even improved, its reputa-
tion for excellence, both nationally and international-
ly. While the Agency has long enjoyed such a reputa-
tion in its statistical work, recent praise has also
concerned the management of its programs, and particu-
larly the management of downsizing requirements.

PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS OF THE PAST YEAR

]

Resource reduction targets for 1986-87 and 1987-88 have
been or will be met without a significant impact on
statistical programs.

1986 Census processing is ahead of schedule and within
budget. Final population counts and the 2A datz base
have been released and a large number of associated
products are now available.

Broadly based consultations are being conducted on the
content of the 1991 Census. These consultations, for
the first time, include public meetings in major urban
centres across Canada.

Canadian Social Trends, now in its second year, is con-
tinuing to build on its initial success. It. i€ now one
of Statistics Canada's best-selling publications, with

3,100 subscriptions sold in the first year of publica-

tion.

The products of the Small Business Statistics program
have been similarly well received. Despite some delays
in their production, the small business profiles have
been greeted with particular enthusiasm both by small
business and government agencies serving that sector.

The 1986 General Social Survey gathered data on the
daily activities of Canadians over a 24-hour period.
This is the first time that time budget data has been
collected for the whole coun £y . )
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The U.S. - Canada Memorandum on Trade Statistics has
had a major impact both in improving the accuracy of
trade data and in enhancing Statistics Canada's stand-
ing in the federal community.

All National Accounts data were converted from a Gross
National Product basis to a Gross Domestic Product
basis. The GDP-based accounts have the advantage of
being directly comparable with other measures of
economic activity in Canada and with the National
Accounts of most other countries.

Statistics Canada's regional offices were restructured
to reduce overhead costs while increasing the number of
cities from which survey operations are conducted.

A pilot Survey of Capital Stocks was successfully con-
ducted, opening the way for a full-fledged survey in
this important area.

A similar exploratory Survey of Manufacturing Technolo-
gy has also been conducted, providing the first compre-
hensive information on the use of advanced technology
by Canadian manufacturers. The information is more
valuable in that it can be linked to data of the Census
of Manufactures and will be comparable to the results
of a similar survey by the U.S. Bureau of the Census.

Statistics Canada took the initiative to organize an
international cooperative endeavour to develop a new
classification of service industries.

Development of the World Trade Database was a relative-
ly inexpensive project, but very timely in light of
current interest in trade issues. ]

- €
The Business Survey Redesign project is proceeding and
will increasingly impact on survey collection and
output over the coming year.

Statistics Canada is pursuing its application of
Computer Assisted Telephone Interviewing (CATI). It is
anticipated CATI will be a significant source of effij-
ciencies in the future.

An advisory committee on Social Conditions has been
created. The committee will focus on the General So-
cial Survey, Canadian Social Trends, the social subject
matter of the Census and income data.
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Provincial and Territorial
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Summary of Newfoundland's Statement at

Statistics Canada Meeting

October, 1987

We offered for the first time this year a one day survey course
in conjunction with the Regional Office of Statistics Canada. One
of the'components of the course was explaining the sources of available
data which may be used in place of a survey. In July we issued a computer
disk containing data on Newfoundland. We are now in the midst of contact-
ing the recipients to get their comments. The budget has remained
at almost the same level as past years and we are putting more money
into the purchase of microcomputers and hope to have one on each pro-

fessional's desk in 1988.

GC/jf
November 4, 1987
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Ddctober 19, 1987

1987 ACTIVITY REPORT

Economics, Statistics & Fiscal Analvsis

Annual Statistical Review:
Involves col lsec ting a wide range of soclo-economic
statistics on the P.E.I. economy and presenting them in an

informative format.

Quarterly Statistical Review
This report 1s compiled and presented quarterlv. It acts as

an update for the Annual Review.

"Prince Edward Island at a Glance: Statistical Summarv"
This brochure acts as a quick reference for a wide variety

of Economic and Social variables for P.E.k.

Statistical Operations

This department was asked to review and report on the
statistical operations within the Government of P.E.I. with
the possibility of re-structuring and co-ordinating these

operations.

Zeconemic Teends
The Department publishes Excmonta firends

June 1987 - A First Loovk at the 1986 Census.
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September 1987 Mid Year Review - Economic Overview,

Economic Forecasting: Statistical economic 1indicators are
assembled and constructed for economic rorecasting

purposes.

Brown Book. Economic statistics are compiled for prepara-

tion of the Brownbook.

Requests for statistical i1nformation on provincial, national

and ifnternatinnal economier wvariables are answered.

Population and economic statistics are analvzed for the

purpose of Constructing population ana economic f[forecasting

models.

- Special projects

- completed a population forecasting model describing the
province, the thige e counties and the Charlottetown

region.



NEW BRUNSWICK REPORT TO FEDERAL-PROVINCIAL

CONSULTATIVE COUNCIL ON STATISTICAL POLICY

Over the past year there were no significant
changes in the organization or operations of the New
Brunswick Statistics Agency which is now three years old.
Economic forecasting continues to be the focus of activity,
along with the regular dissemination of statistical
indicators via a series of bulletins and factsheets. 1In
addition, the Agency responds to about 3,000 information

requests annually.

In conjunction with our departments of Health and
Community Services and Income Assistance, a profile of the
elderly was prepared. Updating will take place as Census
statistics become available. The Agency continued the
" development of its sub-provincial database and updated its
statistical profile of forestry - the main base of the New
Brunswick economy. In response to inquiries from several

departments we prepared economic impact studies, using the



1979 input-output tables, covering such subjects as
residential construction, government expenditures on
agriculture programs, 1inter-industry relationships., and
energy proposals. Work 1is underway on the estimation of

municipal populations and labour force projections.

In recent vyears, the most frequently unmet
information needs have been in the areas of small business
and service industries (including tourism). Thanks to the
Small Business Statistics program at Statistics Canada,
some of these demands can now be answered. We look forward
to further products from this program, as well as to

results from the Service Industries initiative.
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INTRODUCTION

The Bureau de la statistique du Québec, the constituent
legislation for which was adopted in December 1912 and
went into force in November 1913, is celebrating its
75th  year. The oldest statistical organization in
Canada, it is therefore, in December 1987, entering a
very special year. It wants to underline the occasion
and has developed a theme for the year - "75 ans de
fiabilité"™ (75 years of reliability). In the last few
months, the Bureau has established a program to commem-
orate its 75th anniversary, and the activities
planned, which will take place from December 1987 to
November 1988, should enable it to reach 1its main
clients and colleagues, as well as the general public.
This program is part of a larger plan of the Bureau,
which, in the last year, has intensified its communica-
tions efforts per se, in order to increase its visibil-
ity and bring itself closer to its clients.

The year 1987 marks another important event in the his-
tory of the BSQ. In June, with the adoption of the
legislation to amend the act respecting the Bureau de
la statistique (QSs, 1987, c¢ 60), a fund was created
which would allow the Bureau to charge for some of the
services it provides to meet the specific needs of
particular clients. A wide variety of services are
involved; examples are data collection, methodological
support, provision of data, special statistical com-
pilations and development of special econometric tools
on request. The BSQ is currently setting up adminis-
trative mechanisms to make the fund operational.

As co-ordinator of the Quebec statistical system, the
Bureau de la statistique du Québec has continued to
speak for Quebec 1in its dealings with Statistics
Canada, and, over the year, has played for Quebec a
role more and more similar to that played by Statistics
Canada for the country as a whole. The BSQ had several
opportunities to play this role during 1987. 1In par-
ticular, it consulted Quebec government departments
regarding the content of the 1991 census and the con-
tent of the data base from Statistics Canada's Health
and Activity Limitations Survey. The BSQ is organizing
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INTRODUCTION (continued)

more and more round tables to identify the needs of the
Quebec statistical system or the directions that that
system should take,. In this context, meetings have
been held on the program to redesign the business
surveys and on the harmonized system of product classi-

fication for international trade. Major developments
in these two areas at the Canadian level have created
considerable challenges for Quebec. Moreover, the

Bureau leads Quebec round tables on, among other
things, cultural and communications industries statis-
tics and demographic analysis and forecasting.

Another first took place during the year. Training
courses organized 1in co-operation with Statistics
Canada and certain private organizations are now
provided on a regular basis to various departments and

agencies. For two consecutive years now, the BSQ has
organized, as part of the ACFAS conference, a symposium
on the applications of statistics. In addition, 1in

1987, it was responsible for organizing a session for
the annual conference of the Statistical Society of
Canada.

It should be noted that, in 1987, the BSQ took a posi-
tion with respect to undercoverage in the census. TRt
asked that the undercoverage calculated for the 1986
census be taken into account in the postcensal and
intercensal estimates. As far as the 1991 census is
concerned, the BSQ is of the opinion that the census
should provide the best count of the population, and it
has asked Statistics Canada to establish an action plan
for making any correction that should prove necessary.

Budget cuts have continued to place heavy pressure on
the Bureau's human and financial resources. Every
effort has been made to maintain the basic statistical
programs and continue to provide the staff with the
tools they need for their work, principally in the area
of computer equipment.

On the following pages, the highlights from the 1last
year are presented for each of the Bureau's activity
programs.



REPORT ON ACTIVITIES

During 1987, the Bureau continued its work on the orga-
nization of economic statistics on agricultural and
fishing businesses. Methodological and other changes
were made to some of the relevant surveys, and, for all
statistics in this sector, administrative data are used

whenever possible. A compendium on the agri-food
industry was prepared, as was a statistical retrospec-
tive on fisheries from 1955 to 1985. Steps are

continuing for the signing of a memorandum of under-
standing with Fisheries and Oceans Canada and Quebec's
Ministere de 1'Agriculture, de la Péche et de
l1'Alimentation.

With respect to the organization of information on man-
ufacturers, the switch from the 1970 to the 1980
Standard Industrial Classification continued to have
repercussions. Although it is encountering problems in
standardizing the data processing programs and, to some
extent, in meeting user needs, the Bureau now has some
short time series.

Changes being made by Statistics Canada in some of its
programs were a major concern during the year. We
measured the effects of the redesigning of the business
surveys and of adoption of the harmonized system of
product classification on data quality. Organization
of data for purposes of structural studies by activity,
size or geographical location requires highly
disaggregated, quality data. To provide such data, the
BSQ undertook consultations with the main users to
assess their needs and ways of responding to them.

Finally, Statistics Canada's program for the production
of small business data was the subject of numerous ana-
lyses and evaluations. The BSQ will use the informa-
tion on magnetic tapes to meet the needs of the Quebec
government.

Efforts to improve coverage of the tertiary sector con-
tinued. The survey on the provincial government's
cultural spending continued and a publication on the
subject is being produced for a second consecutive
year. The monthly survey of movie theatres and drive-
ins continued and a publication containing the 1986

s



data on film productions is being prepared. Finally,
the Bureau continued to publish the monthly occupancy
rate for the Quebec hotel industry.

In the area of international trade, the BSQ continued
to improve the data received from Statistics Canada by
excluding from exports and imports data on products
that are only in transit in Quebec. The computer pro-
grams were improved through inclusion of information-
validation tests, which allow us to produce much more
precise information. The main users were made aware of
the upcoming establishment of the harmonized system of
product classification, .and the projects +that the
Bureau will have to carry out to adapt its programs to
this new system were started up. With respect to
interprovincial trade, the Bureau published an analysis
of exchanges of manufactured products between Quebec
and the Canadian provinces ("Les échanges de produits
manufacturés entre le Québec et les provinces cana-
diennes, 1967-1984").

As far as the organization of statistics on investment
is concerned, the BSQ produced a publication on private
and public investment in Quebec for the 1984-86 period.
For the third consecutive year, data on investment by
controlling country were included. The wuniverse
surveyed by the BSQ was expanded to cover local govern-
ments, and the questionnaire was modelled on that used
by Statistics Canada. In addition, the frequency of
the surveys was doubled to provide better control of
data quality. Finally, the data on industrial research
and development were published for the 1984 period.

Development of the program on employment, payrolls and
hours of work as completed, except for the federal-=
government sector, for which the information possessed
by Statistics Canada makes production of complete and
reliable data impossible. Statistics Canada should
endeavour to solve this problem, since the situation is
becoming more and more unacceptable. The data are now
published on a quarterly basis. Finally, the publica-
tion of monthly bulletins on the labour force, prices
and employment continued.



With regard to the organization of financial statis-
tics, regular production of new products began and the
following steps in the long-term development plan for
this sector were undertaken. As far as private finan-
cial statistics are concerned, two publications -one
annual, the other quarterly - are now produced on
Quebec deposit institutions. These two publications
are now available by subscription and the marketing
program 1is continuing. A feasibility study for a
publication on the entire insurance sector in Quebec,
including both public and private insurance, was pro-—
duced and the development work is continuing. As far
as public financial statistics are concerned, a first
publication on Quebec government enterprises was
produced and a second will soon appear. Computeriza-
tion of the data produced in accordance with the Cana-
dian financial management system progressed, with
inclusion of the data on government enterprises. Pro-
duction of the publications on local governments
containing nominative accounting data was transferred
to the Ministére des Affaires municipales. Development
work was undertaken with respect to public health and
educational institutions, in order to complete coverage
of the Quebec public sector.

There were also several achievements in the economic
revenue and expenditures accounts program. The 1987
edition (now in press) of the annual economic accounts
presents, in addition to revised historical data (1971-
1985), provisional data for 1986. Moreover, publica-
tion of the quarterly economic accounts is now in its
first year. Reaction to this document has been very
encouraging. For a year now, the Bureau, as an
experiment, has been producing quarterly data on the
provincial government's revenues and expenditures on
the basis of the economic accounts. These data were
the subject of several methodological discussions with
Statistics Canada specialists in this field. The
Bureau plans to produce these data officially in the
next few months. The Bureau is now carrying out its
projects to deflate the statistics on final demand. In
this regard, most of the categories of personal
expenditures on goods and services, as well as some
investment categories, have been deflated in accorance



with the methods employed by Statistics Canada and with
maximum use made of information from Quebec sources.
Finally, a program for seasonal adjustment of the main
variables in the economic accounts and various other
variables began.

The activities connected with the economic indicators
and current economic analyses program were in three
stages. PFirst, a system was maintained for provision
of current economic information. The system centres on
three publications appearing at different intervals -
namely, "La quinzaine statistique," which comes out
every two weeks, "Statistiques," a quarterly review,
and "La situation économigque au Québec," which is
published every September. 1In addition, in December,
the BSQ prepares an overview of Quebec'seconomic
situation for the year Jjust ending ("Apergu de la
situation économique au Québec". The second stage was

the establishment and management of a system of
composite indexes for Quebec, within the context of
which two indexes were produced - one current and one

1n advance of the economic cycle. These indexes are
now published regularly. Finally, several activities
were carried out to develop new statistical data and
provide econometric support to the other units. Thus,
preliminary estimates for the main statistics on Quebec
manufacturers were produced wusing an appropriate
econometric model. Finally, work on development of
use rates continued.

Over the past year, as part of the industrial-structure
analysis and modelling program, the BSQ worked on

updating in 1987 dollars the data bank of the
INTERSECTORIEL model for 1labour and for federal and
Quebec 1income taxes, parafiscal contributions and

indirect taxes. In addition, as part of its program
for continuous updating of the INTERSECTORIEL model's
parameters, the BSQ revised the manufacturing block
using the latest data available from the Census of
Manufactures. This work will 1lead to a new
publication, which will replace that entitled "Le
tableau d'entrées-sorties du Québec pour 1978, le
modele INTERSECTORIEL et ses applications" (Quebec 1978
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input-output table, INTERSECTORIEL model and 1its
applications). This document will provide an overview
of the sources, concepts and construction methods for
the input-output tables, an aggregated version of the

tables, impact matrices in 1984 dollars and many
application examples. buring the fiscal year ended
March 31, 1987, 128 economic impact studies were

carried out using the BSQ's INTERSECTORIEL model for a
total of 360 simulations.

As far as medium- and long-term economic analysis,
modelling and forecasting are concerned, changes were
made in CHOIX, the general-equilibrium model, in order
to make it more suitable for analysis of technical
progress and simulation of impact on prices in Quebec.
In particular, models were created for production
functions and for primal and dual price relationships.
Study of the spreading of new technologies in some
sixty sectors of the Quebec economy was completed. The
more general exercise using the CHOIX model is under
way and should be completed by next spring. Finally,
the scenario for the Quebec economy in the year 2005
was updated for the user government departments. New
developments in the model will make it possible to
facilitate CHOIX impact studies and increase the number
of types of factors which it can take into account, and
to do this more quickly and at a lower cost. The
Bureau's own computer equipment will soon be in place.
With this equipment, the BSQ will be able to keep down
simulation costs, which will be charged to the users
once the BSQ's special fund is operational.

In the field of demography, the Bureau completed the
redesigning of the computerized system for collection
and compilaton of vital statistics. It is now carrying
out projects with respect to undercoverage of the popu-

lation, using vital statistics and the beneficiary
registration file of the Régie de l'assurance-maladie
du Québec 1in particular. Each year, the Bureau

produces a publication on the current demographic
situation in Quebec. In addition, it published two
monographs, one on the elderly, the other on households
and families. It is about to publish a study on
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migration 1in Quebec. In the area of demographic
forecasting, the Bureau developed an interactive
forecasting model for the entire province of Quebec
and, as after each census, it is preparing to produce
the first series of official forecasts, that for Quebec
as a whole. 1In addition, at CELADE (the Latin American
Demographic Centre), a United Nations organization, it
set up a regional demographic forecasting model.
Finally, methodological studies were conducted on
assessment of the cost of children and on household and
family forecasting models.

In the area of statistics on individuals and
households, the BSQ's activities mainly 1involved
assisting Statistics Canada by organizing consultation
with Quebec organizations and government departments
regarding the contents of the 1991 census and by
preparing a synthesis report for Statistics Canada. A
similar operation is under way regarding the contents
of the Health and Activity Limitations Survey data
base. On its own behalf, the BSQ carried out a study
on the mobility of yocung workers using the longitudinal
file it created at the request of the Régie des rentes
du Québec. It began work on a compendium of social
indicators for Quebec; the chapter on health was
completed and development was done for the chapter on
personal income. Several projects have been carried
out at the request of the governmental working group on
the economic situation of families. A version of a new
social-accounting matrix (for 1985) will soon be com-
pleted. It will allow us to perform simulations at the
request of users. During the year, the BSQ published a
revised and expanded edition of Les 15-29 -Portrait
statistique des jeunes par région (persons aged 15 to
29 - statistical portrait of youths by region), Colts
de participation des femmes québécoises au marche du
travail (an econometric analysis of the costs of par-
ticipation of Quebec women in the job market), Le
succes professionnel des jeunes sur le marché du tra-
vail (a study on the occupational success of young
people in the job market) and Le travail a temps
partiel: nouvelles tendances (a new study on interest
in part-time work).
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In the organization of regional statistics program, the
first half of the year was devoted to putting the
finishing touches on twelve manuscripts of regional-
data compendiums for as many administrative regions.
Seven publications have already appeared and the other
five will come out in November. Each regional compen-
dium presents a very wide-reaching and diverse set of
socio-economic data for Quebec, the region involved and
the regional county municipalities in that region; it
also contains the results of a sizable comparative-
analysis project. The production of this series is an
important event in the history of the Bureau because it
responds to user demand for statistical syntheses on
each of the major regions of Quebec.

Finally, the annual brochure Le Québec chiffres en main
(Quebec By Numbers) was produced 1n three distinct
versions - French, English and Spanish. Until 1987,
the information involved was issued in a folder enti-
tled Le Québec vous est compté (Quebec Recounted).
The brochure provides a brief look at the makeup of
Quebec and at the province's various socio-economic
aspects; a regional overview is presented for the first
time. This document is a statistical information and
dissemination tool aimed primarily at the general
public. It is used in the schools in particular and is
distributed widely abroad through government depart-
ments with external relations responsibilities (inter-
governmental and international), at conferences and
summits, and so on. It was part of the official
documentation distributed to the representatives of the
participating countries and to the media representa-
tives at the summit of Prancophone countries held in
September in Quebec City.

In the area of environmental statistics, the Bureau, in
conjunction with the Ministere de 1'Environnement, con-
tinued an exploratory analysis aimed at co-operation in
statistical production.

A new policy established last year for the handling of

outside requests within the framework of the consulta-
tion and statistical methodology activities was applied

o8



and generalized. This policy fits in with efforts to
integrate and standardize the Quebec statistical
system. Under it, the user must help cover project
costs. In this context, establishment of the BSQ's
special fund will enable the BSQ to invoice directly
outside organizations using the BSQ's services.
Requests for expertise grew again this year, both in
number and in scope. The main projects completed or
undertaken were the Santé-Québec survey, the survey on
student lifestyles, the pilot survey on manpower move-
ments and training needs, the preliminary feasibility
study on construction of a Quebec socio-economic
microdata bank, the pilot survey on remuneration around
the minimum-wage level, the survey of municipalities,
reception centres and local community services centres
for the SEPH, the survey on the sale of Quebec savings
bonds, estimation of apple production, the survey on
occupancy rates in the hotel industry, evaluation of
the aptness of employability development, analysis of
the quality of precipitation, the study on the effect
of microwaves on biowaste, and the survey on prices for
beer, wine and spirits.

The user services program has experienced some impor-
tant changes over the past year. The bank containing
non-confidential data that can be accessed by the
Quebec government's departments and agencies through
microcomputers was installed on the main computer.
Thus, the information content was gradually expanded
and the system now has additional processing capabili-
ties (SAS transfer, transfer to microcomputers, summary
tables, use of the population register, access to
Quebec's geographical coding system, and so on).

In the area of geographical classification, in addition
to carrying out its regular geographical coding opera-
tions, the Bureau performed the tasks necessary for
integration of the geographical-coding system with the
Banque de statistiques du Québec. This new approach to
dissemination of and access to Quebec's geographical
coding is expected to be made operational in the next
few weeks.
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Various auxiliary and complementary activities were
also conducted, including production of a geographical
postal code/regional-county-municipality correspondence
table, which was mainly constructed using the Canada
conversion file produced by Statistics Canada. This
table proved useful to the Bureau statistique du Québec
for the carrying out of its own statistical programs,
as well as to the Quebec government as a whole for an
assortment of specific uses.

Finally, within the framework of the 1991 census in
particular and the various statistical programs of
Statistics Canada and the BSQ in general, a second
meeting of the BSQ/SC working group on geographical
coding is planned for next November. The first meeting
was 1in September 1986. The goal is to predict and
define the means for establishing and using uniform
geographical coding in the context of gradual replace-
ment of the municipal counties by regional county
municipalities (RCMs) as census divisions in the
various existing statistical files and automated sys-
tems.

The Bureau was involved in the carrying out of 63
surveys over the last twelve months. Most of these
surveys are conducted on a regular basis as part of
statistical programs initiated by the Bureau. Some are
conducted in co-operation with Statistics Canada.
Others are done to meet the needs of government
organizations that contribute financially to their
execution. Among these projects are the monthly survey
of film productions, which is conducted for the Régie
du cinéma, the monthly survey on occupancy rates in the
hotel industry, which was requested by the Ministére du
Tourisme, and the survey on remuneration around the
minimum-wage level, which 1is carried out for the
Commission des normes du travail.

The information and documentation centre set about
making a major change in its classification system that
should eventually allow for the linking of the Bureau
with the networks being established within the govern-
ment.
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In the area of data processing, the Bureau continued to
work over the past year on the implementation of its
master plan for the management-information systems,
setting up on a data base Quebec's geographical-coding
system. This system, the technical aspects of which
are now being completed, will, among other things,
allow for greater autonomy of managers, dissemination
of data via the Banque de statistiques du Québec, and
maintenance of the integrity of the data involved,
which are used by all the other systems in the Bureau.

On the technological level, the Bureau will, in the
next few months, have its own data-processing environ-
ment. In addition, it is contemplating the purchase of
a minicomputer to provide operational support and, in
particular, improve the staff's productivity.
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ALBERTA BUREAU OF STATISTICS
1987 ACTIVITY REPORT

A second year of significant downsizing has occurred. During the past
year, 11 positions (about 24% of total staff) were deleted. Over the past two
years, staff has decreased by more than one-third,

All areas of the organization have been trimmed to meet the reduction
in resources. The revised organization chart is attached. A major cut was the
discontinuation of the annual Retail and Service Trade Survey. This, coupled
with the cuts in the previous year, has eliminated the Bureau's own surveys. We
still co-ordinate, within government, several Statistics Canada Ssurveys and dare
prepared to jointly collaborate with otner departments to carry out special ad
hoc Surveys.

Qur Department (Treasury) is developing a three year plan. The
Bureau's submission is attached. To date, departmental senior management has
accepted the submission so our planning is baing done on that basis.
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MAY, 1987
ALBERTA BUREAU OF STATISTICS

1988-91 PLANNING CYCLE

Mission Statement

To ensure the government's statistical activities efficiently provide the
economic ana social data required by Alberta public and private sector decision
makers/policy formulators.

Current Role

As the central statistical agency, the Bureau (i) carries out those major
statistical activities which are most effectively done on behalf of government by
a central agency, and (ii) facilitates/supports the statistical efforts of
Jovernment departments by providing expertise or specialized output which 1t 1s
not feasible for individual departinents to provide themselves.

Included in the forimer are:

1 Production activities {2.9., demoyraphic estimates and projections, economic
accounts, extracting statistics from agministrative records).
Being the government's central source for access to Alperta statistics.

1. (p-ordinating and integrating the government's statistical activities.

To facilitate/support the statistical efforts of gyovernment departments, the
3ureau collaborates with them to find feasible solutions to unmet needs, provides
mnethodological advice and sampling lists for surveying activities, produces
custom output {(2.9., demographic projections Dy administrative district), and
develops appropriate software for the geoyraphic conversion of data.

Functions and Activities (Fiscal 87-88)

1

LA

-Collaboration with government departments
- pefine statistical needs; develop solutions for unmet needs; produce
custom tabulations; co-ordinate and integrate statistical activities to
eliminate redundancies.

2. Demograpnic statistics (i.e., population and its characteristics)

- Proguce current estimates and short and long-run projections; represent
the Alberta government in dealings with Statistics Canada on all aspects
of the Canada Census (planning, deternining needs, ensuring required
output is available in a cost efficient way).

3. clectronic data dissemination
- Manage and enhance the Bureau-developed Alberta Statistical Information
system (ASIST) - the goverament's medium for the public electronic
dissemination of 1ts statistical data.
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Methodological assistance

- Improve the quality of departments' statistical activities by providing
methodological advice and maintaining and making available sampling lists
(businesses and households) for use in surveying.

Exploitation of secondary data sources

- Extract needed sub-provincial socio-economic statistics from administra-
tive data sources (e.g., Health Care, Unemployment Insurance) and
Statistics Canada surveys (e.g., retailing, manufacturing).

Geographic conversion

_ Develop and utilize software to enable statistical data on any geoyraphic
basis (including 1986 Lensus output) to de regrouped into the administra-
tive areas required by government departments.

Hard copy data dissemination

- Answer telephone and written data requests (7,000 - 8,000 per year) from
the public and private sectors; procuce overview publications (Alberta
Facts, Ministerial Statistical Handbook, Quarterly Statistical Review).

Inteyration of economic statistics

. Produce comprehensive annual provincial economic accounts 1n current and
constant dollars, including getailed data by industry, on capital stocks,
axports/imports, consumer expenaitures, personal income and savings;
provide special odutput, analysis and consultative support to government
with respect to input-output and economic multipliers.

Inter-government co-ordination

- As the government's focal point for dealings with Statistics Canada,
ensure the province's needs are clearly articulated and Alperta is well
represented on some 15 Federal -Provincial statistical committees;
co-ordinate Statistics Canada's data gathering witnin government; and seek
cost efficient ways to obtain data from Statistics Canada; liaise with
otner provincial statistical agencies.

‘Internal support services

- Provide necessary data processing and administrative support To dureau
activities.

Term Objectives

/3

To enhance the Sureau's relevance to Treasury and the rast of government by
responding more fully to legitimate unmet statistical needs and playing a
greater role 1in developing/integrating/analyzing data relating to current
policy conceras and significant trends.

To effect operating efficiencies over the next three years (e.g., continued
greater use of micro computers, more cost-sharing with users) to allow for a
5.10% reduction in expenditures without severely impacting on our ability to
ne an effective central statistical agency.
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3. To place greater emphasis on the use of electronically disseminated data.

4, To explore and implement economically feasible alternatives for acquiring
new statistical data required by departments for planning and policy
purposes. Gaining access to administrative files and developing appropriate
statistics from these will be an important thrust.

5. To further refine and streamline our ability to produce accurate demographic
estimates and projections for departmental administrative areas.

65 To increase the use of our geographic conversion tools within government to
reduce the manpower now involved in complex yeographic conversions of data.

Resources to accomplish objectives 1 and 3-6 will be found by seeking further
efficiencies in our existing activities. Achieving the objectives will have the
additional important benefit of increasing the Bureau's ability to successfully
co-ordinate and integrate government statistical activities using the "soft”
(i.e., service griented) approach.

Proposed/future Role of the Division

The Bureau's role should remain essentially as it is, i.e., an effective central
s+atistical agency carrying out those functions necessary to ensure efficient
gjovernment statistical operations. Eliminating any of the functions will impact
significantly on the efficiency of such operations. Other departments will try
to taxe over any dropped functions with, in our viaw, considerably less success
and without a geovernment-wide perspective.

Proposed/Future Functions and Activities

While the functions/activities and priorities pasically will remain as listed
earlier, changes in emphasis will occur. The shift will be towards enhancing our
facilitating/support role for government clients. This will be reflected in more
joint Bureau-department collaboration to co-ordinate and integrate activities,
find solutions to unmet needs, and produce more data and analysis relevant to
current policy concerns and significant trends. More custom-type work ~111 be
required; having the flexibility to modify our existing products or participate

in the development of new products to meet needs will pe essential.

To accomplish this shift, a smaller proportion of resources will be devoted to
(1) standard statistical output, (i) services to the non-pruvincial government
sector and (iii) nard copy dissemination,



BRITISH COLUMBIA REPORT

Organization

In January of 1987, the Central Statistics Bureau which had
been administratively associated with the Economic Policy area
of the Ministry of Economic Development, resumed its former
status as a separate entity reporting directly to the Deputy
Minister. At the same time, Bill McReynolds re-assumed the
role of official British Columbia delegate to the Consultative
Council - a role which had been handled by Tom Beynon during
the three year period 1984-1986. No other organizational
changes of interest to the Council have taken place within the
past year.

Role of CSB within Government

The Central Statistics Bureau is presently undertaking an
enguiry to determine the extent and nature of survey taking and
other statistical activity within Government in British-
Columbia. Included in the fact finding will be the extent to
which British Columbia provides information to and receives it
from departments and agencies of other governments (including
Statistics Canada). The results of this enquiry will determine
whether there is duplication or overlap in government
statistical activities and whether the government is imposing
an unnecessarily large response burden on the public. This
information in turn, will help establish whether there is a
need to invoke Section 17 of the Statistics Act which permits
the Lieutenant-Governor in Council to make regulations
respecting statistical coordination within Government.

In a separate but related area, the Bureau is surveying
Government ministries to determine the level of satisfaction
with its products and services. The results of this survey
will likely impact more on Bureau marketing, client contact and
follow-up than on the range and nature of our products.

Budget

Treasury Board guidelines for fiscal year 1988/89, which
have just been released, indicate that the Central Statistics
Bureau funding and personnel allocation next year will likely
be unchanged from present levels. After allowing for
inflation, this decision means that the Bureau
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will suffer a small reduction in 1its real strength. This
continues a policy of reduction (at times major) that has been
in effect for the last five years. Needless to say, these
reductions have curtailed our developmental activities and made
the mere maintenance of past investments a difficult task. We
have recently prepared several Treasury Board 1issue papers
requesting additional funding for what we consider to be high
priority activities, but the outcome of these requests is still
unknown.

Dissemination of Business Statistics

In the past twelve months, the Bureau has moved strongly
into the dissemination of statistics of use to small business,
using an assistance network that already exists within the
province. This network includes municipal and regional
Economic Development Officers, community college Enterprise
Centres, Chamber of Commerce Business Information Centres, as
well as Government Agents.

These agencies all receive direct funding from the Ministry
of Economic Development or other ministries of the B.C.

Government. Each agency has received a complete set of the
small Business Profiles prepared by the Small Business
Statistics Project. In addition, some 45 1locations with

appropriate computers have received the BCSTATS statistics
package. This contains just under two megabytes of information
prepared by the Bureau. Two test sites have installed CD-ROM
drives and are ready to accept the Small Business Disk prepared
by Cansim Division, and some 20 sites are preparing to access
the FBDB AIM system by telecommunication with the Bureau using
the CARBON COPY software package.

The Bureau's medium range intention 1is to expand the size
of the BCSTATS package, and to extend the number of sites at
which the package can be installed. In addition, CD-ROM is
viewed as a major dissemination option. Numerous missed
deadlines for production of CD-ROM's by Statistics Canada are a
serious cause for concern, and most importantly, policy and
pricing decisions are required from the Census and from Cansim
to govern the inclusion of these major data sources on future
ROM releases.

CSB Vancouver Sub-Office

The Ministry of Economic Development has recently opened
the B.C. Enterprise Centre at the former Expo '86 site in
Vancouver. The Centre is planned as a one-stop information
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and service centre for businessmen, especially visiting foreign
businessmen seeking to invest in B.C. Additionally, the Centre
is a communications hub for B.C. overseas offices, providing
B.C. businesses with electronic access to information about
overseas markets. In support of the Centre's mandate, the
Central Statistics Bureau has opened an on-site statistical
office.

At present the Bureau's involvement is limited to a single

data dissemination officer, who 1is employed on contract. The
office does not have a full statistical library nor on-site
subject matter expertise. As a result, emphasis is being

placed on custom computer outputs with a heavy reliance on
CANSIM retrievals, CD-ROM based business statistics and the
Atlas* Graphics geocartographics system for visual
presentation.

For the time being, the Bureau's office at the Centre is
being treated as an experiment. However, the Ministry of
Economic Development views the Centre as a very high priority
and, consequently, some ongoing level of Bureau presence in
Vancouver is to be anticipated.

Central Statistics Bureau
September 1, 1987
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The Bureau of Statistics has undergone some minor realignments over the
past year. As a new unit we have attempted to clarify and formalize our
role within the Yukon Goverqfent__The e Bureau initiated an organizational
and administrative review/which 1nc1uded1&/secur1ty and program design
evaluation along with an updatewfdﬁaﬁf'management information system. These
processes are ongoing and should ultimately contribute to the effectiveness

and efficiency of our operations

Bureau of Statistics: Overview

The Bureau has two gubmprograms Public Information and Consultative and
Technical Services. —

A. The Bureau provides Public Information to a broad base of users.| This
includes the provision of information through its "Information Services"
actlvxty {the production and distribution of new informationjthrough

“Data Development and Distribution" activities and the representation of
the Yukon by its “Liaison with Statistics Canada"

* In general this refers to all activities that involve the provision
of information to the user whether they are the government, public
or private sector. This function includes the provision of data,
graphics, publications, electronic information or other means of
transferring statistical information to the user.

{1] Information Services

- hand outs of any information produced by the Bureau.

- provision of information from our resource center or assis-
tance to users in the obtaining of information from alter-
native sources.

- provision of any data or information held by the Bureau
either in printed, computer or micro-fiche format.

- distribution or access to Statistics Canada, Federal Govern-
ment, Provincial Government or The Yukon Government statis-
tical information.

[2} Product Development

- secondary processing of information for use by the client
department.

- all data development. This activity includes the process of
researching, verifying and making available information.
Specifically the procedure of obtaining data and making it
into useful information.

[3] Support/other

- all liaison activities
- Federal Government (Statistics Canada)
- Provincial Governments (Statistical Agen-
cies)
- Departments
- marketing or public relations related to the products or
services of the Bureau of Statistics



The other type of work the Bureau carries out is Consultative/Technical
Services or information on "how to" conduct research, statistical or
survey activities. This represents research support activities with
departments or ourselves for our own internal purposes.

*  This program represents any assistance provided directly to the
user. Specifically "how to" type of issues.

{4] Statistical Services

- assistance in statistical analysis, computer analysis or
methodological issues.

- technical support to the Bureau or other departments when
related to an approved project.

- information systems or other statistical data bases related
to an approved project.

- all statistical analysis activity related to or on behalf
of a client.

[5] Survey

- all activities related to design and administration of sur-
veys.

- activities on behalf of or in support of a client depart-
ment.

- advice or information referring to surveys; their design,
operation or execution.

[6] Support/other
- other related activities such as education and support and

advice that is not associated directly with a specific pro-
ject.



Bureau of Statistics: Update

In the area of Public Information Services the Bureau has engaged in a
series of data development activities which include the running of a Yukon
Employment Survey, formation of a comprehensive Business Directory, auto-
mation of C.E.I1.C. records for community information along with the devel-
opment of several administrative record files for community data (examples
include education and Yukon Liquor Commission records).

We have continued to produce our range of publications for the Yukon. These
include:
1) Yukon Statistical Quarterly
2) Yukon Statistical Profile (a researcher's document)
3) Range of annual publications
a> Yukon Income Tax Report (Revenue Canada and Statistics
Canada information)
b> Yukon Population Estimates
¢> Energy Report
d> Yukon Community Profiles
e> Yukon Fact sheet
4) and ad hoc publications as required
a> Economic Accounts

We have also undertaken a variety of projects with Statistics Canada.
Examples of these include the Yukon Economic Accounts and the development
of unemployment estimates for the Yukon. Several other projects are jointly
being planned with Statistics Canada and the Bureau of Statistics for the
Northwest Territories.

The Bureau has taken on a wide variety of consultative services with our
departments. This activity ranges from providing input on a series of
management committees to taking on the administration, execution and ana-
lysis of a major survey for a department. Our involvement is dependent upon
the level of sophistication of the departmental resources. We have also
sponsored technical workshops with U. of A. for departmental researchers.

Examples of some of these activities include:
. a) Yukon Visitor Exit Survey
b) Minimum Wage Survey
¢) Education Profiles
d) Market Surveys
1) Tourism
2) Business Development
e) Management Information Systems for several departments
f) Native Harvest Survey
g) Health Survey

In summary the past year has been a very active one for the Bureau. Unfor-
tunately not all has been positive. Our contract personnel are subject to
termination at the end of this fiscal year. Without this staff renmewal much
of what the Bureau does will have to be modified.



Activities of the Northuest Tercitories Bureau of Statistics

4 Geport Prepared for the Annual Meeting cof the Ffederal-Provinciral
Ccnsultative Counctl on Statistical Policy
Edmonton, Alberta, October 22-23, 1987

Present Situation

The recent past for the NWT Bureau of Statistics has been a period of major
staff turnover combined with some grcwth 1n staff and other resources.
While resource growth has improved the Sureau's capacity to fulfil 1ts
mandate, 1n the short run staff turnover nas resulted in a somewhat more
limited capability.

Presently, Bureau staff comprises five professionals, four statisticians
and one computer support person, as well as a clerk. This staff complement
represents a growth of two professional positions during the past year.
Moreover, an additional @.5 PY 1s budgeted for FY 1988-1983. These
increases reflect the Bureau's positive track record i1n meeting GNWT needs
for statistical information.

To complete 1ts work, Bureau operations are heavily computerized using
Haewlatt Packard micocomputer and mainframe equipment. All staff have
micro-computer equipment at their desks, and recently the Bureau has added
3 MACII micro-comauter for desk-top publishing and other applications.

Current Efforts and Work Completed over the Past Year

- work with private consultant on the completion of tre 1987 NWT business
directory survey.

- continuing statistical assistance for GNWT budget planning and financial
negotiations with the federal government.

- major revisions to the NWT Statistics Quarterly document.

- release of 1982-1984 community personal income statistics report.

- completion of early stages of the T-Stat computer system, an on-line data

~Yratriaval system for GNWT users of statistics maintained by the Bureau of

Statistics.

continued participation in the small business statistics development

project.

finalization with Statistics Canada of territorial aconomic accounts

estimates for the period 1877-1985.

completion of June 1987 Yellowknife-Edmonton spatial price estimates.

completion of first stages of the 1387 NWT community food price survey.

- work with Statistics Canada Labor Division on development of separate
labor income estimates for NWT.

- work with Science, Capital Stock and Technology Oivision on the
davelopment and dissemination of separate NWT estimates on capital stock
and repair estimates.

- nagotiation of a Section 1) agreement with Statistizs Canada for the
public and private 1nvesiment surveys.

- work with Input-Output Division regarding the preparation of separate
tables input-output tables feor NWT.

- work with Statistics Canada's Education and Culure * ./i1s5:0n cn the



imorovament of the presentation of NWT informaticn in that Orvision's
sutlicaticns.

- znliaboration with Public Institutions Oivision to improve NUWT
statistics.

- assistance to Public Instiutions Division with its government employment
survey by providing data on computer tapes 1n the format required.

- work on the development of NWT mining stattistics.

- work with Statistics Canada Public Finance Divisicn on the provision of
finmancial institution statistics separately for NWT.

- work with Statistics Canada Health Division on vital statistics matters,

- assistance in the davelopment of and negotiation of access to the GNUWT
computer system for vital statistics.

- early stage of efforts to provide Statistics Canada with access to NWT
health care records for use i1n the 1986 Cansus reverse record check.

- continued provision of quarterly apartment rent and inventory data to
Statistics Canada Prices Oitvision.

- planning for the 1988 NWT Labor Force Survey.

- consultations with Statistics Canada on the development of labor force
measures for NWT.

Future Plans

Over the next year, Bureau efforts will be focused even more intensely
towards the development of statistics required for economic analysis
purposes as well as for fiscal nolicy and GNWT budget preparation. To
~aalize the goal of improved economic indicators for the NWT, the Bureau of
Statistics will be continuing 1ts close contacts with Statistics Canada- as
well as seeking advice from other provincial and terr:torial statistics
agencies. Another priority will be working with Stati:stics Canada, Yukon
and 1nterested provinces towards the development of Tzansus products
relating to native persons. As well, the Bureau wil! be preparing a
Statistics Act for Executive Council consideration arz approval by the
Legislative Assembly.
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REGIONALIZATION AT STATISTICS CANADA

At the time of the first report on the subject of
Integration of Operations and Regionalization at Statistics
Canada in May 1983, certain objectives were held out for the
initiative, consisting of increased productivity, an enhanced
regional presence, improved corporate perspective, and the need
to re-balance responsibilities between subject-matter mandates
and operational tasks. The results achieved through the
integration program in terms of both improved productivity and
the re-balancing of responsibilities have been reported upon in
different ways since the actual program began in 1984. The
focus of this paper 1is to provide an update on the
regionalization initiative, defined as the movement of certain
additional statistical activities to the regional offices of
Statistics Canada which were previously performed in Ottawa.

Since the initiative began, some 35 projects have been
regionalized, including those activities which previously were
entirely conducted from Ottawa, and some in wnich a greater
range of work is now assigned locally. (The entire list of
such activities is available on request.) It is useful at this
point to summarize the experience and review the original
objectives in light of that experience.

In a summary way, the following achievements are worth
noting:

1. The effort has been able to take advantage of the simple
proximity of our network offices to both respondents and

users. We believe this to be an important element in
reducing some respondent resistance through a more
sensitive local presence. It is also helping to lay the

groundwork for a Dbetter appreciation on the part of
Statistics Canada of the total burden placed on local
respondents, especially in the business community.

2. There have been a number of instances of considerably
improved timeliness, brought about not only by assigning
collection, but also certain editing functions locally,
reducing the need in many instances for re-contacting local
respondents. This facet of the program has also been
helped by the flexibility enjoyed by regional offices to
hire personnel for short periods of time to perform data
collection, edit and capture.
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3. Along with the companion program of Integration of
Operations at Headquarters, and their joint impact in terms
of saving resources either for meeting the Bureau's lowered
resource targets, or for assignment to new of expanded
progran elsewhere, the effort has allowed scarce
professional subject-matter resources to be more fully
dedicated to responsiblities associated with analyses,
research and evaluation. At the same time, the Bureau has
more sharply than previously, by virtue of this joint
program, brought into focus the need to rationalize
operational resources, both in Ottawa and the regions, so
as to achieve maximum possible efficiency. Clearly, new
technologies in areas such as data collection, editing,
transmission and dissemination are an important element in
this initiative, and serve to effect a more unified local
presence, bringing all participants in the statistical
system closer together.

For the future, Statistics Canada sees a continuation of
this entire initiative, with, among other things, very
considerable further work in the direction of Computer Assisted
Telephone Interviewing (C.A.T.I.), already implemented in the
case Of the monthly Shipments Inventories and Orders survey,
and a quantum expansion in work associated with profiling, an
essential element in the Business Survey Redesign Project.
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PROGRAM COMMITTEE REPORT

On February 20, 1987, the Program Committee to the Federal-
Provincial Consultative Council on Statistical Policy met in
Ottawa to review items arising from the October 1-2, 1986
Council meeting as well as preparing for the 1987 meeting. The
agenda and minutes of this meeting are attached.

Of special note were the discussions on the following:

1. Memorandum of Understanding

A work plan for the preparation of a revised draft
Memorandum of Understanding were discussed and agreed to.
This revised draft would:

a) describe the role and responsibilities of Statistics Canada

and the provincial focal points in a single paragraph
entitled "“The Role of the Partners 1in the Statistical
System".

p) Replace the term "provincial focal point" with "provincial
statistical agency”. Council members would be referred to
as "head of the statistical agency".

c) Include the essence of existing operational policy and

procedures (i.e. communication policy, quid pro quo
agreements, cost-recovery notification, Section L1
Agreement notification, consortium arrangements, travel
policy).

d) Allow for the inclusion separate bi-lateral arrangements
between Statistics Canada and a provincial statistical
agency.

- The revised Memorandum of Understanding would be submitted
for ratification at the next council meeting.

2. Problems of Under Enumeration in the 1986 Census

The Program Committee was advised that a wmeeting of the
Federal-Provincial Census Committee was arranged for March 3-4
in Ottawa. This meeting would review data quality and data
output issues relating to the 1986 Census. The Program
Committee agreed that the issue of adjustment of census
population counts for under enumeration would not be on the
agenda. This issue was for council discussion at its next
meeting.
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Subsequent to the Program Committee meeting, the proposed
1987 Council agenda with assigned presenters, meeting location
and dates were finalized by telephone. Harvey Ford, Alberta,
agreed to host the Council in Edmonton on October 22-23.

The chairperson would 1like to thank Program Committee
members and the Council Secretariat for their active
participation in developing and finalizing the agenda for the
1987 Council meeting.
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SECRETARY 'S REPORT

HIGHLIGHTS 1986-1987

Since the Council's last meeting in October 1986, a number
of changes have taken place in the Council Secretariat. Michel
Rochon is absent on extended sick leave and Frangoise Singh has
left to apply her managerial talents to new challenges. Since

September, I have been Director General, Marketing and
Information Services Branch, and, consequently, Secretary to
the Council. Wayne Smith 1is now responsible for the

Secretariat.

1. Update on decisions since last meeting

The Council Secretariat has followed up on the specific
actions taken in response to the thirty decisions made in
October 1986. The action taken is summarized at the end of
this report. All of the decisions have been implemented,
except in four cases, where final solutions have not yet been
found. The problems relate to the following:

- the tables produced for the aboriginal peoples program
which was suspended owing to underenumeration (3.2):

- confirmation of the existence of the Federal- Provincial
Committee on Demography and its frame of reference
(description of which is now being written) (3.3); and

= drafting and reviewing of the Memorandum of
Understanding, which will be discussed at this meeting
(4.5, 4.6).

2. Special projects undertaken since October 1986

a) Memorandum of Understanding

The Program Committee met in Ottawa in February 1987 and
discussed, among other things, the Memorandum of Understanding
on relations between the provincial and territorial statistical
agencies and Statistics Canada. The basic principles for this
memorandum had been discussed at the April 1986 meeting. The
memorandum will be presented for approval at this Council
meeting. Its principal purpose 1is to confirm co=-operation
between Canadian statistical agencies.
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b) Renewal of co-operation agreement

In March 1987, the Minister, the Honourable Monique Vézina,
contacted each department responsible for provincial and
territorial statistical agencies, in order to renew the 1974
co-operation agreement. The provinces and territories were
unanimous in their agreement that the mandate for co-operation
with respect to statistics should be renewed, and your presence
here is further confirmation of such.

c) Information policy

A policy relating exclusively to contacts with provincial
and territorial statistical agencies was prepared and presented
to Statistics Canada's Policy Committee. This policy, which
was approved, specifies the need to inform the provincial and
territorial agencies of visits and exchanges between them and
Statistics Canada.

d) List of projects for which costs are recoverable

During the past year, we instituted an information product
which provides a summary of purchases made by all provincial
departments. It takes the form of an information package on
provincially-funded recoverable projects. This new initiative
was well received, and we hope to improve the presentation in
the coming year.

3. Federal-provincial committees

a) Activities

The federal-provincial committees operated well during the
year. With the exception of one committee, they all met at
least once. A complete report on the activities of each
committee is attached (see pages X to Y).

b) Meeting of committee chairpersons

The Council Secretariat organized a meeting of the
chairpersons of the thirteen federal-provincial committees.
This meeting gave us an opportunity to discuss our principal
accomplishments, as well as problems faced by each of these
committees.

Some general conclusions were drawn at the meeting. All of
the chairpersons confirmed that their committees were useful in
carrying out their statistical mandate. It was pointed out
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several times that the committees make it possible to identify
and attend to potentially problematic situations. The
chairpersons are generally satisfied with the mandate and
achievements of their committees.

The Federal-Provincial Committee on Agriculture Statistics
approved a recommendation that the provincial departments of
agriculture not be required to pay the acquisition costs for
the products of Statistics Canada's Agriculture Division.

c) Structure

1) Status of Committee on Social Statistics and Committee
on Demography

The Committee on Social Statistics was originally
created to oversee the Committee on Demography. It has
been reactivated and met in April 1987. The role and
mandate of the Committee on Demography will be confirmed 1in
the next few months.

2) Committee on Energy Statistics

The Committee on Energy Statistics has been dissolved
and questions in the energy field will henceforth be
handled by the Committee on Business Statistics.

3) Committee on Labour Statistics and Committee on Public
Sector Statistics

Data on government employment are now examined by the
Committee on Public Sector Statistics, rather than by the
Committee on Labour Statistics.
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FEDERAL-PROVINCIAL RELATIONS

There are a number of issues concerning Federal- Provincial
Relations requiring follow-up or further discussion by the
Council.

1. Policy on Informing Provincial and Territorial-Statistical
Representatives

At the last meeting of the Council, several provincial and
territorial delegates expressed concern that they were not
veing adequately informed of contacts between Statistics Canada
and provincial and territorial governments.

Following the Council meeting of October 1986, the Chief
Statistician circulated a memorandum to Statistics Canada's
senior managers reminding them of the importance of keeping
provincial and territorial statistical representatives advised
of contacts with their respective provincial and territorial
governments.

On August 26, 1987, Statistics Canada adopted a more formal
policy on informing provincial and territorial statistical
representatives (e} communications with provincial and
territorial officials, a copy of which is annexed to this
report (Annex A).

The policy distinguishes between routine and non-routine
contacts. Provincial and territorial representatives are to be
advised directly of non-routine contacts with their respective
governments. Routine contacts, however, are to be reported
annually to the Government Relations Section of Statistics
Canada. This section will compile the individual divisional
data into overviews for each province and territory which will
then be distributed to provincial and territorial
representatives. It is anticipated that an initial annual
report on routine contacts will be distributed by the end of
December 1987.

2. Resolution of the Federal—-Provincial Committee on
Agricultural Statistics

At their meeting of September 11, 1987, provincial and
territorial delegates to the Federal-Provincial Committee on
Agricultural Statistics discussed and adopted a resolution,

&



addressed to the Minister responsible for Statistics Canada,
concerning subsidization of the distribution of agricultural
statistics products to provincial and territorial governments
(Annex B).

It was pointed out that the Federal-Provincial Committee on
Agricultural Statisties 1is a subordinate committee to the
Council.

3. Memorandum of Understanding

A draft revision of the Memorandum of Understanding was
submitted to the Council at its meeting of October 1986.

At that meeting, it was agreed that provincial and
territorial statistical representatives would be asked to
provide specific comments. These comments were received and a

new draft submitted to the Program Committee meeting, held on
February 20, 1987.

The Program Committee requested changes to the draft
memorandum, as detailed in Mr. Falk's report on the Program
Committee. On completion of these revisions, the new draft
memorandum was to be circulated to the members of the Council
for a further round of review and comment.

Changes requested by the Program Committee have been made
and are reflected in the draft Memorandum of Understanding
attached to this report (Annex C). Unfortunately it was not
possible to obtain and incorporate comments from Council
members on the current draft prior to this meeting.

It is Statistics Canada's recommendation that the current
draft of the Memorandum of Understanding be reviewed, modified
as required and be given final approval by Council at this
meeting.

4. Ministerial Letters Confirming the Role of Provincial and
Territorial Statistical Agencies

As agreed to by the Council at its last meeting, the then
Minister responsible for Statistics Canada, the Honorable
Monique Vézina did write to her provincial and territorial
counterparts requesting confirmation of the provincial-
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territorial representative as a member of the Consultative
Council and that of the representatives role as a participant
in the statistical system.

5. Federal-Provincial Committee on Social Statistics

As agreed at the April 30, 1987 meeting of the Federal-
Provincial Committee on Social Statistics, the terms of
reference of this committee have been reviewed and revised.
The draft revision is appended to this report (Annex D) for
discussion by the Council.
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MEMORANDUM
DATE: September 16, 1987
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Directors ]
FROM: Ivan P. Fellegi

SUBJECT: STATISTICS CANADA'S POLICY

ON INPORMING PROVINCIAL &
TERRITORIAL STATISTICAL
REPRESENTATIVES AND
REGIONAL DIRECTORS

?lease find attached, for your
information, a copy of Statistics
Canada's Policy on Informing

Provincial & Territorial Statistical

Representative and Reglonal
Directors approved by the Policy
Committee on August 26, 1987.
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Ivan P,
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NOTE DE SERVICE

DATE: le 16 septembre 1987

AUX: Statisticiens en chef
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Directeurs généraux
Directeurs

DE: Ivan P. Fellegi

POLITIQUE SUR L'OBLIGATIObM
D' INFORMER LES
REPRESENTANTS STATISTIQUES
PROVINCIAUX ET TERRITORIAL
ET LES DIRECTEURS
REGIONAUX

OBJET:

Veuillez trouver ci-joint, 3 titre
@¢'information, une copie de la
politique sur l'obligation
d'informer les repré&sentants
statistiques provinciaux et
territoriaux et les Directeurs
régionaux approuvée par le Comitéd
des politiques le 26 aolt 1987.
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August 26, 1987

POLICY ON INFORMING PROVINCIAL &
TERRITORIAL STATISTICAL
REPRESENTATIVES AND REGIONAL
DIRECTORS

Policy statement

Statistics Canada will keep
statistical representatives of the
provinces and territories informed of
developments with respect to the
national statistical program. To
this end, information on contacts
with ana visits to officials of the
provinces and territories by
Statistics Canada will be provided to
the respective provincial and
territorial statistical-:
representatives and to regional
dl1lEECEcisk

Responsibilities

1. All Divisions (including Regional
Ctfices) -

- Icentify routine contacts with
provincial ana territorial
officials and report these to
the Government Relations
Section, Communications
Division, on an annual basis.

- Inform the appropriate
provincial and territorial
statistical representative, of
planned, non-routine visits Dby
Statistics Canada staff to
provincial and territorial
government offices.
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POLITIQUE SUR L'OBLIGATION
D'INFORMER LES REPRESENTANTS
STATISTIQUES PROVINCIAUX ET
TERRITORIAUX ET LES DIRECTEURS
REGIONAUX

Enoncé de politique

Statistique Canada tiendra les
représentants statistiques des
provinces et territoires au couran
de l'@volution du programme
statistigque national. A cette fin
les représentants statistiques
provinciaux et territoriaux et les
directeurs régionaux seront
informé&és chaque fois que des —
fonctionnaires de Statistigue
Canada auront des contacts avec le
représentants des provinces et
territoires ou leur rendront
visite,.

Responsabilit®s

l. Toutes les divisions (y
compris les bureaux r&gionaux)

- Icentifier les contacts
courants avec les
représentants provinciaux
et territoriaux et en faire
rapport annuellement a3 la
Section des relations avec
les administrations
publiques de la Division
des communications.

- Informer les repr&sentants
statistiques provinciaux et
territoriaux concern&s des
visites sp&ciales que le
personnel de Statistique
Canada prévoit faire dans
les bureaux des
administrations
provinciales et
territoriales.
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- Provide a copy of correspondence
from Statistics Canada to
provincial and territorial
government officials, other than
that of a routine nature, to the
appropriate provincial and
territorial statistical
representative.

2. All Headquarters Divisions

- Inform the appropriate Regional
Director of planned, non-routine
visits by headquarters staff to
provincial and territorial
government offices.

- Provide a copy of correspondence
from heaaquacters staff to
orovincial and territorial
government officials, other than
that of a routlne nature, to the
appropriate regional director.

.
3. Communications Division

- Compiles information on routine
contacts with provincial and
territorial departments and once
a year distributes it to:

(a) provincial and territorial
statistical representatives;
(b) regional directors; (c)
senior managers.,

3.

Fournir aux repré&sentants
statistiques provinciaux et
territoriaux concernés
cople de toute
correspondance, sauf la
correspondance courante,
entre Statistique Canada e
les repré&sentants des
administrations
provinciales et
territoriales.

Toutes les divisions du burea:
central

Informer le directeur
régional concerné des
visites spéciales que le
rersonnel du bureau centra.
prévoit faire dans les
bureaux des administration:
provinciales et
territoriales.

fournir au directeur
régicnal ccncerné copie de
toute corespondance, sauf
la correspondance courante
entre le personnel du
bureau central et les
représentants des
administrations
provinciales et
territoriales,

Division des communications

Rassembler 1l'information
sur les contacts courants
avec les ministéres
provinciaux et territoria
et distribuer cette
information une fois par
année: a) aux
repr&sentants statistique
provinciaux et
territoriaux; b) aux
directeurs r&gicnaux; c)
aux gestionnaires
supérieurs.

veo/3



- Ensures that the policy 1s
applied in a consistent manner
throughout the Agency.

Definitions

Provincial and Territorial
Statistical Representatives: Those
persons named by the responsible
Provincial Ministers and by
Territorial governments as official
representatives to the Federal
Provincial Consultative Council on
Statistical Policy.

Routine contacts: Encounters or
correspondence that are part of
established program operations.

Inquiries:
1rector, Communications Division,
50-8223.

B
%

at

- S'assurer que la politique
est appliqu&e de fagon
uniforme dans tout le
Bureau.

Définit;on

Par représentants statistiques
provincaux et territoriaux, on
entend les personnes nommées par
les ministres provinciaux
responsables et par les.
gouvernements territoriaux pour les
représenter officiellement au
Conselil consultatif
f8d&ral-provincial de la politique
statistique.

Par contact courant, on entend les
rencontres ou l<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>