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PRAIRIE HIGHLIGHTS

ALBERTA .

The unemployment rate in Edmonton for February 1991 was 8.8%, down
from 9.9% in January 1991, but still slightly higher than the 8.3%
rate of February 1990. Calgary, however, has seen an increase in
its unemployment rate, from 8.9% in January 1991 to 9.0% in
February of the same year. This is also a significant increase
from the 7.1% of February 1990. The Alberta unemployment rate was
8.2% versus 7.3% in the previous year.

The All-Items Consumer Price Index for Edmonton rose 6.5% over the
last year to 122.5 as of February 1991. Calgary's current All-
items Index is 122.9, up 6.8% over the past 12 months. These
increases represent a slight drop from the 7.9% and 8.2% seen in
Edmonton and Calgary in January of 1991l.

The January New Housing Price Index for Edmonton increased 9.8%
over the past 12 months, bringing the index to 140.7. Calgary's
January index stands at 133.2, with an increase of only 0.9% over
the last year.

Alberta retail sales for the year 1990 have reached a total of
$19,713,000,000.00, topping the 1989 total of $17,106,208,000.00 by
15.2%. Alberta ranked fourth following Ontario ($72.7 billion),
Quebec ($47.6 billion) and British Columbia ($25.0 billion).

SASKATCHEWAN

Between January and February, the All-items Index of the Consumer
Price Index fell by 0.5% in Regina. The largest downward impact
originated in the Transportation Index, where lower prices for
gasoline were noted. Lower prices were also noted for fresh fruit,
cereal and bakery products, and sugar. Since February 1990, this
index has risen 4.8%, the second lowest increase of all the major
cities in canada. Toronto was the lowest at 4.4%.

In Saskatoon, their index fell by 0.4% between January and
February. Lower prices were observed for fresh fruit, beef,
chicken, and bakery products. Since February 1990, the All-items
Index has risen by 5.4%.

The All-items Index for Saskatchewan in February was 124.0 based on
1986 = 100. Between January and February, the index declined by
0.4%. The increase between February 1990 and 1991 was 5.0%.






MANITOBA

The seasonally adjusted unemployment rate in Manitoba climbed in
February to 8.5%, up from 7.8% last month; resuming the trend of
increasing levels of unemployment exhibited in the last 3 months of
1990. On an unadjusted basis, employment in the province dropped
to 483,000, down 1,000 from last month and 11,000 less than last
February. Surprisingly, the services sector is bearing the
employment loss over the year as employment has dropped by 11,000
jobs while the goods producing sector is employing the same number
of workers. Manufacturing employment, however, continued to fall,
dropping to 53,000. Nationally, employment is down 332,000 persons

from last February.

The Consumer Price Index in Winnipeg fell by 0.2% on a monthly
basis and dropped to 6.1% on an annual basis in February from 6.8%
last month. The largest downward contribution came from
transportation, where lower prices for gasoline more than offset
higher fares for local transit. The food index registered a slight
decline due to lower prices for fresh fruit, sugar, bakery
products, beef and pork. Further downward pressure resulted from
lower prices for personal care supplies, cigarettes and served
alcohol ic beverages. Moderating the impact of these declines were
advances in the clothing and housing components. The rise in the
latter was mainly due to higher prices for household furnishing and
equipment, and increased charges for rented and owned
accommodation. Price increases for packaged holiday trips were

also registered.
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LABOUR FORCE (‘000)

CANBOB. . cv cvcecsarranancssstosansanssee
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UNEMPLOYED (“000)
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UNEMPLOYMENT RATE (X)

Canada......covcaasnen SHBCS A6 6 0 00 A SO
ManitobB....cccvaveevcasscacsaaancsannes
Minnipeg....coocencenencan b o ABO00A0A0
Saskatchewsn..... toc oo 5o o oaRatas
Regine......... o 0o ARG o CAEE B AHG 5 - B0 O
SASKkAtOON. .. .ccocevvcsrcnsaronscasancns
Alberts...cceccecvacacenae 5o doob0 - e
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Calgarycccssosensnscscancnae ltaleis sloloisinia

UNEMPLOYMENT RATE (X)
(Seasonally Adjusted)
Manitobl..cvccceccscnoascsassncsncnnene
SasKatCheMBN. . ccvcncnncansnsossrsscsace
AlDertd...coveeccveccnacnsoosssssannnne

Reference
Period

91-feb
91-Feb
91-Feb
91-Feb
91-Feb
91-feb
91-Feb
91-Feb
91-Feb

91-Feb
91-Feb
91-Feb
91-Feb
91-Feb
91-Feb
91-Feb
91-Feb
91-Feb

91-Feb
91-Feb
91-feb
91-feb
91-feb
91-Feb
91-Feb
91-Feb
91-Feb

91-Feb
91-Feb
91-Feb
91-Feb
91-Feb
91-Feb
91-Feb
91-Feb
91-Feb

91-Feb
91-Fed
91-feb
91-Fed

Data

for
Refererce
pericd

13471,
534.
333,
Y

96,
92.
1327.
40).
392.

11956.
483.
299.
432.

89.
79.
1220.
365,
358,

1545.
.
4.
“e.

7.
i3.
109.
35.
35.

1.2
9.5
10.1
8.9
7.4
14.1
8.2
8.8
9.0

10.2
8.5
7.6
7.6

Data

for
Previous
Period

13407.
530.
332.
47s.

97.
90.
1325.
391.
396.

11952.
484.
301.
435.

89.
™.
1209.
352.
361.

1455.
46.
5n.
40.

1.
116.
39.
35.

10.9
8.7
9.3
8.4
7.8

12.3
8.7
9.9
8.9

9.7
7.8
7.0
7.9

Percent
Change
from Last
Period

0,5
9.8
023

-1.0
2.2
0.3
223

-1.0

0.0
-0.2
-0.7
-0.7

0.0

0.0

0.9

3.7
-1.4

4.1
10.9
9.7
5.0
12.5
18.2
-6.0
-10.3
0.0

Data for
same Per.
last Year

13419.
536.
335.
470.

9.
92.
1304.
396.
382.

12288.
494.
308.
432.

85.
8.
1209.
363.
355.

1131,
43.
27.
38.

9.
8.
95.
33k
7.

8.4
7.9
8.1
8.1
10.0
8.7
=5
8.3
7.1

7.6
7.0
6.9
6.7

% Change
from

same Per,
a Year ago

-6.0
0.9
0.6
OL3

3.0
18.6
25.9
10.5
-22.2
62.5
14.7
6.1
29.6






PARTICIPATION RATE (X)

CONOUB. ccconavsvensaarnssaassaaascsanns
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INDUSTRIAL AGGREGATE (%)
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CONSUMER PRICE INDEX
ALL-ITEMS (1986=100)
CONBAB. . .cciananancaannnnn AT O880m 90
MaNitODB..ccvcrcccocccsasanacnsaanssce
SOSKAtCNeNAN. .. ccovesncncctansrsvsasnas

AlDErtd....cccececssonccncesssssssonce
WiNN{PeF.cecearcacraorososaronsoaanoss
REGiNB. ..ccccencrcenuannraossosscsnnsae

SASKALtOON. ccvvenvrcevenvoacssasassennsne
EANONLON. ccovesccvonsnnascsssoasnssnes
Colgary..cvececcnnseranasnae ¥aye PoVeYe [oVotata

FOOD

CoNadd....ccovncvcacnnascrnsesascosscsse
WinNipeg.ceccaceccsscccccccccccrsocnesn
RegINB..ccvcecrereoscrcesnncsncansrosee
SaSKAtOON..cccveccctarcancsnsasssncccs
BN ORIE ale os - s cvisis ommmas B o 0bo0nbdos
GRUGBEY e oiz oic o v viocennoneie B0 66 00 ool

NEW HOUSING PRICE INDEX

(1986=100)

CanBAdB. . coceceevccancaccsosrnsncsnsons
Winnipeg...ccceecencscecstsccccesscans
RegiNB.cccrcrrreonvorocstacsrosscsnaan
SaSKOtOON. . .couverearacsascncsrsaonsas
EMODLON: < ccocvecascccrsssnnsasassionas
Calgary.ccecevenssecacsasasancnscannne

Reference Data
Period for
Reference

Per {od

91-Feb 65.2
91-feb 68.1
91-Feb 67.0
91-fFeb 65.8
91-Feb 69.0
91-Feb 66.1
91-feb 7.5
91-Feb 70.9
91-feb 72.8

90-Dec 523.41
90-Dec 66,26
90-Dec 457.42
90-Dec 514.80

91-Feb 124.0
91-Feb 1261
91-Feb 124.0
91-Feb 122.7
91-Feb 124.1
91-Feb 123.6
91-Feb 126.0
91-Feb 122.5
91-Feb 122.9

91-Feb 120.9
91-Feb 122.7
91-Feb 125.0
91-Feb 126.4
91-feb 119.0
91-Feb 120.5

91-Jan 133.4
91-Jan 108.6
91-Jan 109.6
91-Jan 107.3
91-Jan 140.7
91-Jan 133.2

Data

for
Previous
Period

65.1
65.7
6.9
65.9
69.5
bh.b
7.6
69.6
73.8

523.12
464 .88
454 .67
516.01

125.0
124.2
124.5
123.9
124.3
124.0
126.5
123.9
123.9

120.9
123.0
125.3
126.9
19.7
119.8

136.1
108.9
109.3
107.7
140.1
133.2

Percent

Change

from Last
Period

as

0.06
0.29
0.60
-0.23

-0.2
-0.5
-0.4
-1.1
-0.8

0.0
-0.2
-0.2
-0.4
-0.6

0.6

-2.0
-0.3
0.3
-0.4
0.4
0.0

Data for
same Per.
last Yeer

66.1
66.7
68.0
64.9
67.8
66.6
7155
7.4
73.1

496.59
454 .90
433.30
490.68

VAR
117.0
118.1
115.2
17.0
117.7
17.7
115.0
115.1

115.1
116.5
116.8
116.7
11.7
110.4

146.2
107.0
107.5
107.2
128.2
132.0

X Change

from
same Per.
e Year ago

5.40
2.49
5.57
4.92

6.2
6.1
5.0
6.5
6.1
4.8
5.4
6.5
6.8

5.0
5.3
7.0
6.6
6.5
9.

-8.8
1.5
2.0
0.1
9.8
0.9






MANUFACTURING SHIPMENTS ($'000)

MEnIREDEE o srs o1e e o oe o 0 e%ifae salsa s s e aone
SASKALCheWAN. . ... ccvoveussvsosnsvanes
RUDRRER" . . . - oo edeoesase sevesesssesae

RETAIL SALES (millions $)
Department Store
Type Merchandise (Raw)

All Stores

Canada............
Manitoba........... T8 0 4 0GB .oB 0 ok o e
Saskatchewan........... o 0 000D R00
ALbeGtAL . . iiccccose % Do L 3god00 s

RETAIL SALES (millions $)
Canada, Total All Stores(Ram)........
Supermarkets and Grocery stores....

All other food stores....... sessess
Drugs and medicine.........
Men’s clothing stores.....ccvcuvene
Women’s clothing stores............
Other clothing stores........ aYareate
Household furnitures and appl......

Recreational snd motor veh.........
Gasoline service stations..........
General merchandise stores.........

Manitoba,Total ,All Stores............
Saskatchewan, Total ,All Stores........
Alberta,Total ,All Stores............ 5

BUILDING PERMITS ($'000)
Manitoba-Total.....veevnieronsnscnees
Man Residential Total.....eevvneee
Man Non-Residential Totel.........
EEREUEROR: o o ioib « o155 o+ claisisiaislale s 00 s ss
Seskatchewan-Total....cvevuecen 500354
Sask Residential Total............
Sask Non-Residential Total........
Regina..... o0t s ohiE 46 o) ojs/oTsjatoNiieialoio &
SRBKERODNT . o s 23+ /s ofs avisloneeesinasioee
AUBERURTOEE R 5ors Fosre du o ivio 0000 s 0 0105 &
Alta Regidential Total...ceeevnses
Alta Non-Residential Total........
EDNONLONNEG =+ +/eiate is's si5s ols s scassosaee e
A SoTe 1= <lelais)e s SJaleNioNe)s s & oo sheitlote oo

Reference Data
Period for
Reference

Period

91-Jan 22006147 .
91-Jan 510590.
91-Jan 316705.
91-Jan 1637778.
90-Dec 9134,
90-Dec 324,
90-Dec 271,
90-Dec 1003.
90-Dec 19516,
90-Dec 3744.
90-Dec 37
90-Dec 1035.
90-Dec 366.
90-Dec s37.
90-Dec 043,
90-0Dec 1143.
90-Dec A77.
90-Dec 1292.
90-Dec 2999.
90-Dec 709.
90-Dec 633,
90-Dec 2002,
90-Dec CeTAS.
90-Dec 8135.
90-Dec 16609.
90-Dec 21509,
90-Dec 9776.
90-Dec 26428.
90-Dec 7348.
90-Dec 2920.
90-Dec 4604 .
90-Dec 158792.
90-Dec 52307.
90-Dec 106485 .
90-Dec 56358.
90-Oec 63164,

Data for
same Per.
last Year

22546280.
565420.
269202.

1492615,

8877.
313.
261.

19713.
3836.
7.
94b.
356.
C g,
626.
1050.
2862.
1220.

719.
é12.
1970.

32158.
17253.
146905
27870.
26052.

3178.
20876.
15076.

4039.
164573 .
100957,
63616.
49317,
75356.

X Change
from

same Per.
e Year ago

2.9
% 4
17.6
9.7

2.9
3.5
3.8
4.3

223
-52.8
1.4
-22.8
-59.4
-23.6
-64.8
-80.6
4.0
=300
-48.2
67.4
14.3
-42.7

Total
Year to
date

22006147.
510590.
316705.

1637778.

68398.
2375.
2079.
7698.

194730.
42126.
3588.
9687.
2206.
4132.
4490,
9180.
41958.
146565.
20872.

6986.
6351.
19713,

731561,
344012,
387529.
480575.
453897,
123496.
330401.
111995.
180819.
2991058,
1657206.
1333852.
958965.
1069940.

XCHG, YTD
over same
period
last yr.

-2.4
9.7
17.6

9.7

2.0
1.2
2.9
6.4

1.0
2.6
4.3
1.5
-0.3
5.5
-1.9
-3.3
-4.9
5.0
1.5

2.4
2.6
2.4

-12.6
-12.7
-12.5
-27.2
9.7
-16.6
T
~24.0
-20.0
16.9
2.0
9.2
6.7
7.9






WOUSING STARTS (#)

Canada (centres 10,000+).......
Manitoba (centres 10,000+).....
Winnipeg..cceecrocicenne
Saskatchewan (centres 10,000+).
Alberta (centres 10,000+)......

ELECTRIC POWER GENERATION (MWH)
TOTAL ENERGY GENERATION

Manitoba.......... Lo oo nne. o0
Saskatchewan...... AR Hiob o rooo
Alberta...ccoccceveeces 550 00 - 3

TOTAL HYDRO GENERATIOM

Manitobl.......00.. oo~
Saskatchewdn......c.vecvevoseccs
Alberta........ BCELOCO000000000

published under the authority of the Minister of Supply and Services Canada.

Reference
Period

91-Jan
91-Jan
91-Jan
91-Jan
91-Jan

90-Dec
90-Dec
90-Dec

90-Dec
90-Dec
90-Dec

Data

for
Reference
Period

S402.
s8.
48.
27.

400.

2032067,
1292074.
4091811,

1954857.
2946135.
126396.

Data for
sam: Per.
last Year

13063.
260.
251.

1198.

1852059.
1323042.
3901702.

1732540.
314146,
124214,

X Change
from

same Per.
s Yesr ago

-58.6
LR
-80.9 .
41,3/
-66.6

9.7
783
4.9

12.8
-6.4
1.8

Total
Year to
date

, 5402.

v 58.

d 48.

a7.
400.

20149242.
13540023.
42874401.

19746872,
4220227.
2059850.

XCHG, YTD
over same
period
tast yr.

-58.6
-77.7
-80.9
-41.3
-66.6

7.5
0.3
=41

7.9
49.0
28.9

Extracts from this

publication may be reproduced for individual use without permission provided the source is fully

acknowledged.

However, reproduction of this publication in whole or in part for purposes of resale

or redistribution requires written permission from the Publishing Services Group, Permissions Officer,
Canadian Government Publishing Centre, Ottawa, Canads K1A 0S9






NORTHWEST TERRITORIES

Reference Data Data Percent Data for X Change
Period for for Change same Per. from
Reference Previous from Last last Year’ same Per.
Period Period Period + @& Year ago
¢
AVERAGE WEEKLY EARNINGS
(ALl Employees, incl.
overtime)
INDUSTRIAL AGGREGATE ($)
Northwest Territories... 90-Dec 733.64 735.09 -0.31 667.13 9.97
CONSUMER PRICE INDEX
ALL- ITEMS (1986=100)
Yellowknife.....ccocaeee 91-Feb 121.8 18%.7 0.1 113.9 6.9
FOOD
Yellowknife....co.ccc... P1-Feb 116.5 116.0 0.4 110.7 5.2
Reference Data Data for X Change Total XCHG, YTD
Period for same Per. from Year to over same
Reference last Year same Per. date period
Period a Year ago last yr.
RETAIL SALES (millions $)
Department Store
Type Merchandise (Raw)
All stores
Northwest Territories........ «e 90-Dec 21. 22. 4.5 194. 1.0

RETAIL SALES (millions $)(Raw)
Northwest Territories
Total ,All Stores......ceovceesve 90-Dec 31. 32. -3.1 L 3.3

BUILDING PERMITS ($'000)

Northwest Territories-Total.... 90-Dec 1890. 570. 231.46 59794. -13.0
N.W.T. Residential Total.... 90-Dec 796. 474, 67.9 23061, -26.5
N.¥.T. Non-Residential Total 90-Dec 1094. 96. 1039.6 36733. -1.6

ELECTRIC POWER GENERATION (MWH)
TDYAL ENERGY GENERATION
Northwest Territories.......... 90-Dec 47003. L6664 . 0.7 471676. 0.4

TOTAL HYDRO GENERATIONM
Northwest Territories.......... 90-Dec 23867. 23978. -0.5 257185. <0.9






The March issue of the Canadian Economic Observer is now available
for purchase. Dealing with timely Canadian economic issues, this
publication is a fitting complement to the Prairie Update. A must
for all those interested in the state of our economic situation,
Canadian Economic Observer may be purchased on a monthly basis for
$22.00 per issue or as a subscription for $220.Q0 a year. Contact
the Regional Office nearest you to place yourforder.
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CANADIAN L'OBSERVATEUR
ECONOMIC ECONOMIQUE
OBSERVER CANADIEN

¢ CPI jumps in January, as GST ¢ Bond de 'IPC en janvier avec
introduced l'introduction de la TPS

¢ Unemployment rate passes 10% in ¢ Le taux de chomage a plus de 10 % en
February Jevrier

¢ Stock markets rally ¢ Reprise des marchés boursiers

¢ Fourth quarter National Accounts: ¢ Comples nationaux du quatriéme
Spending fulls in ail major trimestre : Baisse des dépenses dans
sectors tous les principaux secteurs

¢ Feature article: Tracking down ¢ Etude spéciale : Détermination du
discretionary income revenu discretionnaire

ol 3 =5 Canada






OEFINITIONS

Labour Force - that portion of the civilian non-fnstitutional population
15 years of age and over who, during the refereénce week were employed or

unempl oyed

Employed - persons who, during the reference week, did any work at all or
had a job but were not at work due to: (1) own 111ness or disability

(2) personal or family responsibilities (3) bad weather (4) labour
dispute (5) vacation (6) other reason not specified above (excluding
persons on layoff and persons whose job attachment was to a job to start
at a definite date in the future)

Unemployed - persons who, during the reference week, were without wo rk
and were available for work, had been on layoff, or had a new job to
start in four weeks or less from the reference we ek

Unemployment Rate - represents the number of unemployed persons expressed
as a per cent of the labour force

Participation Rate - represents the labour force expressed as 2
percentage of the population 15 years of age and over

Emp) oyment/Population Ratio - represents the number of persons empl oyed
expressed as a percentage of the population 15 years of age and over

SA (Seasonally Adjusted) - A seasonally adjusted series is one fram which
seasonal movements have been eliminated. Seasonal movements are defined
as those which are caused by regular annual events such as climate, crop
cycles, holidays and vacation periods. It should be noted that the
seasonally-adjusted series contains {rregular as well as longer-term
cyclical fluctuations,



STATISTICS CANADA LIBRARY ;‘ ‘.Ca 0\)5
BIBLIOTHEQUE STATISTIQUE CANADA

IRULATTR R

1010123286









