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ALBERTA

Consumer Price Index

The Consumer Price Index for Alberta in June rose slightly from 126.7 to reach
128.1, a 1.1% increase over June 91. Edmonton saw an increase of 1.7 percent,
bringing the index to 1°26.7, while a 1.2% increase brought Calgary to an index of
TRE.T.

Labour Force

Labour Force rose 16,000 in Alberta between May 92 and June 92, possibly due to
students’ participation. Edmonton saw an increase of 2000 while Calgary gained
5000 participants to the labour force.

Unemployment rates were 9.0 Alberta, 10.7 Edmonton, 9.5 Calgary. All of which are

higher than one year ago.

Building Permits

Value of Building Permits are down in Edmonton but up in Calgary compared to the
same period (April) last year.

Both Residential and Non-Residential permits have dropped from the same month
(April) last year.

Nonetheless, year-to-date total are up.

Retail Trade

Alberta Retail Sales, all stores are down 1.2% from May last year, but up 1.7% on
year-to-date dollars sold.

In Canada, dollar amount sold in drug and medicine stores increased by 4.7% , while
supermarkets and grocery stores reduce d by 3.7% or 48.1 million dollars. The
highest percentage decrease was in men’s wear with 11.7% for May and 8.0%
decrease for the year-to-date.
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MANITOBA

Consumer Price Index

The June All-items Consumer Price Index for Winnipeg increased 0.6% from the
month of May. A contributing factor was the increase in the transportation index,
primarily caused by higher prices for gasoline, increased vehicle rental charges and
higher fares for air and rail travel. Higher prices for newspapers and alcoholic
beverages were also recorded, while lower prices were in effect for men’s wear, fresh
vegetables, prepared meats and chickens. Since June 1992, the All-items index has
risen 1.3%.

Labour Force

In June, the seasonally adjusted unemployment rate in Manitoba decreased to 9.6%
from 9.7% in May. The number of people in the labour force decreased from
536,000 in May to 532,000 in June.

Retail Sales

Retail sales in Manitoba totalled $510,600,000 in April, an increase of 6.2% over the
month of March. The total value of retail sales for the first four months of 1992
stood at $2,459,600 in April or an increase of 33% over the same period last year.

Manufacturing Shipments

Manitoba manufactures shipped $552,657,000 worth of manufactured goods in May,
an increase of 1.5% over the same month last year.

Building Permits

The total value of building permits in Manitoba for the month of April was
$49,433,000, an increase of 37% over the month of March and an increase of
10.6% over the same month last year. This increase was accounted for largely by
the rise in value of permits issued for non-residential construction as opposed to
residential construction. The value of non-residential construction increased from
$8,393,000 in March to $18,850,000 in April, or a rise of just over 124%. in
comparison, the value of residential building permits increased from $27,625,000 in
Varch to $30,583,000, or an increase of about 10.7%.
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increased fares for air and rail travel. The decline in the d ] - k'
Housing index was mainly due to lower prices for Cotrg a8 «
household furnishings and decreased charges for owned OMRUAST
accommodation. Largely offsetting these dxeclines were Mm ® 0 ®
higher prices for cigarettes, alcoholic beverages,
personal care supplies and food. Since june 1991, the el = -
All-items index has risen |.0%. Haung @ ©
Saskatoon: Compared to last month the All- g p ",
items index rose 0.2%. A large part of the increase was

attributable to higher transportation charges and to

increased prices for cigarettes and alcoholic beverages. Higher food prices also exerted a considerable upward impact, A
decline in the Housing index had a major dampening effect. as lower prices for household furnishings and equipment and
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HOUSING STARTS

/ /\ Housing starts continue their strong

i /f /r \\ showing compared to last year. For population

120 A centres (0,000 and over the housing starts are
/ / X A double what they were last year. Estevan is at
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= compared to 8, Prince Albert 20 compared to

2 // /\/ \\ /\ 5, Swift Current | compared to 6 and Yorkton

s )// / T \V/-\\\ is down slightly with 5 compared to 7. Regina
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/ \ compared to 123.
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R R T R il LABOUR FORCE
—— Unempioyment for the month of June
for Sasiatchewan was 7.5% which is up slightly
from iast month but up 1.1% over June of 1991. There were 37,000 people unempioyed which is up 5.000 from last year.
The unemployment rate in Regina was 8.2% slightly
down from last month but up 1.3% from fast year.
There were 8,000 peopie without work in Regina. w;nﬁl
The unemployment rate in Saskatoon was 12.3% 1

slightly down from last month but slightly up from last m :
year. There were {2,000 people without work in \
Sasiatoon. e , \r :
RETAIL TRADE 1 - 11\\
As of May this year Retail Sales for the v e —

b d

. . - o V—
z;:::?o "v:::e :o!d;r:gatienrz;wn with fast year at |.6 | \\ —
. Up just over 2%.
MOTOR VEHICLE SALES rd \\//
There were 12,251 units soid as of the end of

May this year compared to 13,670 fast year. However
the doilar value remains very ciose but down at e ey My B |'F W O Tw e

$254,000.000.
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Reference
Period

1992-Q2
1992-Q2
1992-@2
1992-Q2

1992-Q1
1992-a1
1992-01
1992-Q1

1992-Q1
1992-Q1
1992-a1
1992-Q1

1992-Q1
1992-Q1
1992-Q1
1992-Q1

92-May
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92- Jun

Data
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Reference
Period
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Percent
Change
from Last
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Data for % Change
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DEFINITIONS

LABOUR FORCE: that portion of the civilian non - institutional

population 15 years and over who, during the reference week, were employed
or unemployed.

EMPLOYED: persons who, during the reference week, did any work at all
or had a job but were not at work due to : (1) own illness or disability (2)
personal or family responsibilities (3) bad weather (4) labour dispute (5) vacation
(6) other reason not specified above (excluding persons on layoff and persons
whose job attachment was to a job to start at a definite date in the future).

UNEMPLOYED: persons who, during the reference week, were without

work and were available for work, had been on layoff, or had a new job to start
in four weeks or less from the reference week.

UNEMPLOYMENT RATE: represents the number of unemployed

persons expressed as a percent of the labour force.

PARTICIPATION RATE: represents the labour force expressed as a

percentage of the population 15 years of age and over.

EMPLOYMENT/POPULATION RATIO: represents the number of

persons employed expressed as a percentage of the population 15 years of age
and over.

SA (SEASONALLY ADJUSTED): a seasonally adjusted series is one
from which seasonal movement have been eliminated. Seasonal movements are
defined as those which are caused by regular annual events such as climate, crop
cycles, holidays and vacation period. It should be noted that the seasonally-
adjusted series contains irregular as well as longer term cyclical fluctuations.
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CAN WE TALK?

Interested in staying completely informed about Canadian society? Need to keep abreast of
the nature of various communities?  Statistics Canada is proud to present a seminar on
Canadian Social Trends. Topics include population trends, fertility, divorce, families,
youth, seniors, visible minorities, and more. This session is an educational talk on all the
topics which are continuously covered in Canadian Social Trends magazine. Here are
the thoughts of two CST readers:

The format is perfect. The language is good. The charts are beautiful. It could
be just the kind of vehicle to significantly upgrade social, political and economic

discussions in this country, and to provide 8 model for other countries.
Professor Alex C. Michalos, Editor, Social Indicators Research, University of Guelph

After reviewing the available material, in my opinion, Canadian Social
Trends/Tendences Sociales Canadiennes provides the most reliable and topical

overview of the rapidly changing nature of the Canadian Population.
David E. Bond, President, The Canadian Assembly of Broadcasters

ABOUT THE SPEAKER...

Dr. Craig McKie will present the seminar. Born in Toronto in 1944, he received his formal
education in Sociology, completing his B.A. at Glendon College in 1967, his M.A. at York
University in 1969 and his Ph.D. at the University of Toronto in 1974.

Dr. McKie came to Statistics Canada in 1977 from the Faculty of Sociology at the University
of Western Ontario. At that time, he had also served as Senior Advisor on Social Policy for
the Royal Commission on Corporate Concentration. At Statistics Canada, he worked as
Senior Analyst for the Justice Statistics Division and Senior Research Officer for the
Research and Analysis Division. Currently, Dr. McKie is Chief of Social Reporting in the
Housing, Family and Social Statistics Division and Editor of Canadian Social Trends
magazine.

TO ATTEND OR FOR MORE INFORMATION

If you are interested in attending the seminar, please contact Ms. Anastasia Lim, Manager,
Data Dissemination at (403) 495-3027.
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