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Education quarterly review
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Education quarterly review, Statistics Canada’s flagship publication for education
statistics, analyses current issues and trends in education. The 2001 issue,
available today, contains three reports: bachelor’s graduates who pursue further
postsecondary education, graduates’ earnings and the job skills–education
match, and new hirings and permanent separations.

Nearly 60% of 1990 bachelor’s graduates had taken or completed some
further postsecondary education by 1995, five years after graduating. Graduates
from fields of study that had a specific job associated with them had lower odds of
participation in further postsecondary education than did graduates from social
science programs.

The 2001 issue of Education quarterly review (81-003-XIE, $16/$51;
81-003-XPB, $21/$68) is now available. See How to order products. The
study on Bachelor’s graduates who pursue further postsecondary education is
available as a free preview article of this publication on the In depth page of
Statistics Canada’s Web site (www.statcan.ca).

For more information, contact Client Services (1-800-307-3382; educationstats@statcan.ca), Culture, Tourism and
the Centre for Education Statistics.
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OTHER RELEASES

E-commerce: Household shopping on the
Internet
1999

Transactions on the Internet made by private households
from home accounted for less than one-tenth of 1% of
personal expenditure on products and services in 1999,
according to the first-ever snapshot of household
e-commerce activity conducted by the Household
Internet Use Survey.

An estimated 806,000 households used the
Internet to place 3.3 million orders for goods and
services in 1999, spending about $417 million. These
households represented about 7% of the 11.6 million
households in Canada, and about one-quarter of those
in which someone regularly used the Internet. By
comparison, total personal expenditure in Canada
in 1999 amounted to $570 billion.

Data on household use of the Internet for purchasing
goods and services are analysed in The Connectedness
Series paper, "Internet shopping in Canada," available
today. Among other things, this paper describes the
size and scope of household Internet shopping, the
destination of e-commerce orders and payments,
methods of payment and the type of products ordered.

Households that had, on average, at least one
person purchase products and services over the
Internet from home spent $517 on goods and services
over the Internet in 1999. Each household placed an
average of four orders, each worth about $125.

Households were inclined towards products and
services that had smaller price tags. Books, magazines
and newspapers were at the top of their list, followed by
travel arrangements, computer software and hardware,
automotive products and music.

Households that purchased goods and services on
the Internet were concentrated in higher income levels
and had members that were more highly educated: 48%
had incomes greater than $65,000, and 75% had
incomes of $45,000 or more. Fifty-five percent had at
least one member with a university degree and almost
all had at least one high school graduate.

An estimated 971,000 households in which
someone regularly surfed the Internet used it simply for
window-shopping from home in 1999.

Window-shopping households reported that they
browsed the Web for purchasing ideas and to check
out prices and availability of products and services.
They may not have placed on-line orders for a number
of reasons, including concerns about the security of
financial transactions on the Web, payment options or
Web sellers not offering full retail facilities.

The survey showed that concerns about security
and privacy might have played a large role in both
the frequency and intensity of household e-commerce.
Households that only window-shopped and did not order
over the Internet expressed the highest level of concern
about the security of on-line financial transactions.

Note: Data for this report came from the Household
Internet Use Survey (HIUS), administered to a
subsample of households included in the Labour
Force Survey. In 1999, 43,034 households were eligible
for the HIUS. Interviews were completed for 36,241 of
these households, for a response rate of 84%. Results
were weighted to the entire count of households.

The HIUS collected information on e-commerce
from households that typically accessed the Internet
from home solely for household purposes between
November 1998 and November 1999. Unlike the
Labour Force Survey, where information is collected on
each eligible household member individually, the HIUS
collected information on the household as a whole. A
designated member of the household enumerated the
on-line orders made by all members of the household
in the last 12 months.

Internet shopping in Canada (56F0004MIE01003,
free), the third issue of the Connectedness series,
is now available on Statistics Canada’s Web
site (www.statcan.ca). From the Products and
services page, choose Research papers (free), then
Communications.

For data or general information, contact Marc
Nadeau (951-2183; marc.nadeau@statcan.ca). For
more information, or to enquire about the concepts,
methods or data quality of this release, contact Jonathan
Ellison (951-5882, jonathan.ellison@statcan.ca),
Science, Innovation and Electronic Information
Division.

Residential construction investment
2000

The total value of investment in the housing sector
was $42.7 billion in 2000, up 3.9% from 1999. This
strong performance was the result of increases in
all three components of residential investment: new
housing, renovations and acquisition costs.

High levels of full-time employment, sustained
growth in disposable income, continued consumer
confidence and higher prices for new housing had
positive repercussions on residential investment
in 2000.
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The biggest contributor to the advance was the
renovations component, which rose 5.9% compared
with 1999. The cumulative value of renovations for the
year was $18.2 billion.

The new housing component grew 2.4%
to $20.8 billion. This increase stemmed primarily
from higher expenditures for single houses (up 7.9%
to $13.6 billion) and apartments (up 14.6%
to $3.1 billion). In the case of single houses, the gain
was entirely owing to an advance in the average
value, while the growth for apartments resulted from
increases in both the number of units and the value of
the units. By contrast, investment in the conversions
category declined.

Acquisition costs climbed 2.5% to $3.6 billion.

Among the provinces, the largest increases in
dollar terms in residential investment were posted in
Ontario (+5.1% to $18.8 billion), and Alberta (+3.7%
to $5.4 billion). Appreciable gains were also reported
for British Columbia (+3.3%) and Quebec (+1.9%).
Saskatchewan (-3.3%) and the Northwest Territories
(-40.8%) posted the greatest decreases in total
residential construction investment.

Residential construction investment

1999 2000 1999
to

2000
$ millions % change

Canada 41,120.8 42,723.3 3.9
Newfoundland 478.2 505.1 5.6
Prince Edward Island 139.1 155.8 12.0
Nova Scotia 990.3 1057.1 6.7
New Brunswick 654.7 734.8 12.2
Quebec 8,144.7 8,297.9 1.9
Ontario 17,862.7 18,776.4 5.1
Manitoba 997.9 995.8 -0.2
Saskatchewan 918.9 889.0 -3.3
Alberta 5,222.7 5,418.5 3.7
British Columbia 5,569.3 5,754.9 3.3
Yukon 55.7 62.9 13.0
Northwest Territories 46.3 27.4 -40.8
Nunavut 40.4 47.7 18.1

Note: Data may not add to totals due to rounding.

Note: Residential construction investment is divided
into three main components. The first is new
housing construction, which includes single dwellings,
semi-detached dwellings, row housing, apartments,
cottages, mobile homes, and additional housing units
created from non-residential buildings or other types
of residential structures (conversions). The second
component of residential construction investment,
renovations, includes alterations and improvements in
existing dwellings. The third component consists of
acquisition costs, which refer to the value of services
relating to the sale of new dwellings. These costs

include such items as sales tax, land development
and service charges, and record processing fees for
mortgage insurance and the associated premiums.

Available on CANSIM: matrix 441.

For more information, or to enquire about
the concepts, methods or data quality of this
release, contact Étienne Saint-Pierre (613-951-2025;
saineti@statcan.ca), Investment and Capital Stock
Division.

Electric power statistics
Year 2000 and December 2000

Increased domestic demand throughout Canada
caused by colder temperatures led to increased electric
power generation in December. Net generation of
electricity increased to 55 482 GWh (GWh), up 4.4%
from December 1999. Exports decreased 22.4%
to 3 333 GWh, and imports increased from 1 326 GWh
to 2 868 GWh.

Increased generating capability in Quebec
compensated for reduced industrial generation of hydro
electricity and enabled an increase in generation of
hydro electricity by 0.2% to 33 809 GWh. Colder
temperatures throughout Canada and reduced
hydro generation in many parts of the country led
to a 15.6% increase in conventional thermal generation
to 15 171 GWh. Generation from nuclear sources was
up 3.6% to 6 501 GWh.

Net generation reached a new all-time high
of 581 264 GWh in 2000, up 4.2% from 1999. This
increase is mostly attributable to an 8.7% increase
in generation by thermal conventional generating
stations to 159 718 GWh, because of higher demand
resulting from colder temperatures during periods of
heating requirements, increased generating capacity
and temporary replacement of reduced capability from
hydro and nuclear sources. Generation from hydro
sources grew 3.3% to 352 868 GWh, surpassing
the 1996 historic peak of 351 156 GWh to take
advantage of increased export opportunities and higher
reservoir levels. Generation from nuclear sources
declined 0.9% to 68 679 GWh, because of maintenance
shutdowns in New Brunswick and Ontario.

Exports rose for the third consecutive year
in 2000, this time by 16.5% to 50 012 GWh, thanks
to increased exports from Quebec, Ontario and
Manitoba. While the value of exports from British
Columbia increased because of its participation in
the California power market, the volume of exports
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declined 8.8% to 9 961 GWh. Imports, meanwhile,
fell 5.7% to 13 684 GWh. British Columbia and New
Brunswick contributed most to the decline in imports.

Available on CANSIM: matrices 3985-3999.

The December 2000 issue of Electric power
statistics (57-001-XIB, $9/$85) will be available in
March. See How to order products.

For more information, or to enquire about the
concepts, methods or data quality of this release, contact
André Lefebvre (613-951-3560; alefeba@statcan.ca),
Manufacturing, Construction and Energy Division.

Coal and coke statistics
Year 2000 and December 2000

The continued impact of mine closures in Alberta led
to a decline in coal production for the tenth consecutive
month in December.

Coal production in December
totalled 5 825 kilotonnes, down 0.9% from
December 1999. Coal production declined 16.7% in
Alberta to 2 507 kilotonnes, while in other provinces
production increased 15.7% to 3 318 kilotonnes.
This increase was to service export markets, and
reflects greater production capacity in Nova Scotia.
Exports decreased to 2 428 kilotonnes, down 6.2%
from December 1999. Exports to Japan (the largest
consumer of Canadian coal) decreased 6.5%
to 1 163 kilotonnes during the same period. Increased
reliance on imported coal for electric power generation
led to an 18.7% increase of imports in the fourth quarter
of 2000, compared with the same period in 1999,
to 6 405 kilotonnes.

Coke production in December decreased
to 265 kilotonnes, down 4.4% from December 1999.

In 2000, coal production declined 4.6%
to 69 163 kilotonnes. This was the third annual decline
in coal production. Reduced production in Alberta
because of mine closures and the replacement of
Canadian coal by imported coal for electric power
generation are the main reasons for the decrease.
As in 1999, British Columbia, where coal mining is
export-oriented, was the only province to register an
increase in production (up 3.4% to 25 681 kilotonnes).
Weaker demand for both metallurgical and thermal coal
in Europe and Japan led to a 5.4% reduction in exports
to 31 735 kilotonnes. Exports from British Columbia
increased 2.8% to 25 177 kilotonnes, while those from
Alberta declined 27.5% to 6 558 kilotonnes. Imports
totalled 21 834 kilotonnes, up 14.2% from 1999, as
imported coal displaced domestic coal for electric
power generation in Nova Scotia and Ontario.

Available on CANSIM: matrix 9.

The December 2000 issue of Coal and coke
statistics (45-002-XIB, $9/$85) will be available in
March. See How to order products.

For more information, or to enquire about the
concepts, methods or data quality of this release, contact
André Lefebvre (613- 951-3560, alefeba@statcan.ca),
Manufacturing, Construction and Energy Division.

Steel primary forms
Week ending February 24, 2001 (preliminary)

Steel primary forms production for the week ending
February 24 totalled 274 608 metric tonnes, up 2.3%
from 268 441 tonnes a week earlier but down 17.2%
from 331 431 tonnes in the same week of 2000.
The year-to-date total at the end of the week of
Feburary 24 was 2 107 089 tonnes, an 18.8% decrease
compared with 2 595 646 tonnes for the same period
in 2000.

For more information, or to enquire about the
concepts, methods or data quality of this release, contact
Greg Milsom (613-951-7093; milsomg@statcan.ca),
Manufacturing, Construction and Energy Division.

Particleboard, oriented strandboard and
fibreboard
December 2000

Oriented strandboard production in December
totalled 667 001 cubic metres, up 6.5%
from 626 211 cubic metres in December 1999.
Particleboard production reached 168 817 cubic
metres, a decrease of 14.5% from 197 556 cubic
metres in December 1999. Fibreboard production
totalled 61 669 cubic metres, down 24.6%
from 81 748 cubic metres in December 1999.

For 2000, oriented strandboard production
totalled 7 847 112 cubic metres, a 2.0% increase
from 7 693 768 cubic metres in 1999. Particleboard
production reached 2 516 875 cubic metres,
up 3.3% from 2 436 197 cubic metres compared
with 1999. Year-to-date fibreboard production
reached 999 690 cubic metres, down 2.8%
from 1 028 541 cubic metres in 1999.

Available on CANSIM: matrices 31 (series 2, 3 and 5)
and 122 (series 8).

The December 2000 issue of Particleboard, oriented
strandboard and fibreboard (36-003-XIB, $5/$47), is now
available. See How to order products.
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For more information, or to enquire about the
concepts, methods or data quality of this release, contact
Gilles Simard (613-951-3516; simales@statcan.ca),
Manufacturing, Construction and Energy Division.

Cereals and oilseeds review
December 2000

Data from the December issue of Cereals and oilseeds
review are now available, and include that on production,
stocks, cash and futures prices, domestic processing,
exports, farmers’ deliveries and supply-disposition
analyses.

The January situation report, an overview
of current market conditions, both domestic and
international, is also included in the December issue
of Cereals and oilseeds review (22-007-XIB, $11/$112;
22-007-XPB, $15/$149), which will be available in
March. See How to order products.

For more information, or to enquire about
the concepts, methods or data quality of this
release contact Les Macartney (613-951-8714;
les.macartney@statcan.ca) or Karen Gray
(204-983-2856; karen.gray@statcan), Agriculture
Division.

Domestic air travel
Third quarter 1999 (preliminary)

Air passenger origin and destination data are now
available for the first nine months of 1999. The data
represent passengers who travelled on scheduled flights
within Canada. Passengers carried by WestJet Airlines,
Canada 3000 and Royal Aviation are not included in
these statistics.

The air travel market data are available in electronic
(.txt) format. For more information, to order data, or to
enquire about the concepts, methods or data quality
of this release, contact Jimmy Ruel (613-951-3239),
Transportation Division.

Civil aviation operating statistics
November and December 2000

Operational data for November and December 2000 on
civil aviation (Air Canada and Canadian Airlines Ltd.) are
now available.

Available on CANSIM: matrix 385 (series 1 to 6).

The November and December operational data
on civil aviation for Air Canada and Canadian
Airlines will appear, respectively, in the February
and March 2001 issues of Aviation service bulletin
(51-004-XIB, $8/$82). A print-on-demand service is
also available. See How to order products.

For more information, or to enquire about the
concepts, methods or data quality of this release,
contact Robert Lund (613-951-0125) or Lisa Di Piétro
(613-951-0146), Transportation Division.

Bus industry
1999

Data for the bus industry are now available for 1999.

Available on CANSIM: matrices 346 and 347.

To obtain data, contact Jean-Robert Larocque,
(613-951-2486; laroque@statcan.ca), Transportation
Division.

For more information, or to enquire about the
concepts, methods or data quality of this release, contact
Harold Kohn, (613-951-0162; kohnhar@statcan.ca),
Transportation Division.

Management, scientific and technical
consulting services
1998

Data on the Management, scientific and technical
consulting industry (NAICS 5416) for 1998 are now
available. The statistics will be available on CANSIM at
a later date.

To obtain data, for more information, or to enquire
about the concepts, methods or data quality of
this release, contact Patrick Adams (613-951-3473;
pat.adams@statcan.ca), Service Industries Division.

Real estate agents, brokers, appraisers
and other real estate activities industry
1998

Data on the Real estate agents, brokers, appraisers and
other real estate activities industry (NAICS 531210 and
531320) are now available for 1998. The statistics will
be available on CANSIM at a later date.

For more information, or to enquire about
the concepts, methods or data quality of this
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release, contact Sharon Neufeld (613-951-0409;
sharon.neufeld@statcan.ca), Service Industries
Division.
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