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MAJOR RELEASES

• Population projections, 2000 to 2026 3
Canada’s population will continue growing in the next quarter century, but it will age considerably
and the proportion of young people will shrink significantly, according to new population
projections. Under the medium-growth scenario, half the population will be over the age
of 43.6 by 2026, up substantially from 36.8 in 2000.

(continued on page 2)

2001 Canada Year Book

The 2001 edition of the Canada Year Book is available today. This work invites
readers on a voyage of discovery as it examines the people and culture of
Canada’s vast, ocean-fringed land.

First published in 1867, the Canada Year Book has become the premier
reference resource on the social and economic life of Canadians.

Enjoyable and easy to read, the Canada Year Book draws on various
Statistics Canada surveys to describe leading Canadian social, economic and
environmental trends. Works by some of the nation’s best photographers and
artists enrich the book’s 15 chapters, while detailed tables and figures zero in
on today’s important issues.

Feature articles invite readers to discover distinctive aspects of life in Canada: What does the average household
spend most of its income on? How many men are now stay-at-home fathers? What percentage of Canadians exercise?
What is the most commonly spoken mother tongue after English and French in Canada? For work, home or school, this
edition of the Canada Year Book is sure to engage, enlighten and educate readers.

Get your copy of the 2001 Canada Year Book (11-402-XPE, $65) today. See How to order products. For more
information, contact Nathalie Turcotte (613-951-4673; fax: 613-951-5116; turcnat@statcan.ca), Communications
Division.
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MAJOR RELEASES

Population projections
2000 to 2026

Canada’s population will continue growing in the next
quarter century, but it will age considerably and the
proportion of young people will shrink significantly,
according to new population projections.

An enormous increase in the number of seniors,
attributable to the aging of the baby boomers combined
with continuing low fertility levels and increasing
longevity, will age the population rapidly. In the
medium-growth scenario, half the population will
be over the age of 43.6 by 2026, up substantially
from 36.8 in 2000. By 2051, the projected median age
will be 46.2.

The baby boomers — those born in the two
decades after the Second World War — will have the
most profound impact on the nation’s demographics
in the next 25 years. In 2000, about one out of every
eight people in the population was aged 65 and older.
By 2026, one out of every five people will be a senior.
By 2016 at the latest, Canada will have far more seniors
than children aged 14 and under, a phenomenon never
before recorded.

Growth rate of national population will
continue to decelerate

On July 1, 2000, Canada’s population was an
estimated 30,750,000. In 25 years, it is expected to be
between 34 million and 39 million.

The growth rate will continue to decelerate.
From 1996 to 2000, the population grew at an average
annual rate of 0.9%. In the medium-growth scenario,
this growth rate is projected to slow to 0.5% by 2026.
From 2046 to 2051, the population could eventually
decline at an average rate of 0.1% a year.

In a low-growth scenario, that is, if fertility
were to remain significantly below the replacement
level and were not offset by high immigration,
the population would start to decline much earlier,
around the start of the 2030s. Under this low-growth
scenario, the rate of decline could reach 0.4% a year
between 2046 and 2051.

Immigration levels contribute heavily to the projected
population growth at the national level, as the fertility rate
is always assumed to be below the replacement level, a
situation observed since the 1970s.

Note to readers

This release contains Statistics Canada’s population projections
by age and sex for Canada, the provinces and territories. These
projections use preliminary population estimates for 2000, which
were derived from the 1996 Census of Population, adjusted for
net undercoverage.

The projections take into account emerging demographic
trends, primarily based on recent changes in the components
of population growth. These include notable changes in
immigration levels, a further reduction in fertility levels, a
continued increase in life expectancy and significant changes in
interprovincial migration trends.

This release gives four series of projections representing
three growth scenarios: high, medium and low. It provides
provincial and territorial projections for 26 years to 2026.
Projections for the national level are extended to 2051 by
keeping the fertility, life expectancy and migration assumptions
constant at the levels projected for 2026.

It should be stressed that these projections are not
predictions. Rather, they represent an attempt to establish
plausible long-term scenarios based on assumptions of fertility,
life expectancy and migration, which are subject to varying
degrees of uncertainty.
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Proportion of population aged 65 and over could
double between 2000 and 2051

%

Enormous increase in seniors expected in
next quarter century

The number of people aged 65 and over is expected
to double from nearly 4 million in 2000 to almost 8 million
by 2026. By 2051, the population of seniors could reach
between 9 million and 10 million.

Senior citizens will account for 21% of the
population by 2026, compared with 13% in 2000.
By mid-century, they will represent virtually one-quarter
of the population.

The most rapidly growing age group will
be 80 and older, which will more than double
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from 920,000 in 2000 to 1.9 million in 2026. By
mid-century, this group will likely have increased nearly
four-fold to 3.3 million.

The rapid expansion of this advanced age group can
be attributed to both increased life expectancy and the
entry of baby boomers into the group.

The impact of continued aging of the population is
readily apparent in the "potential support ratio" — the
number of working-age people per senior. It has been
falling and is projected to fall precipitously in the coming
decades. Between 2000 and 2026, this ratio will decline
from five working-age persons for each senior to just
three.

Age structure of population, medium-growth
scenario

Year 0
to

14

15
to

64

65
and
over

Total

’000

1996 5,992 20,098 3,582 29,672
2000 5,869 21,018 3,863 30,750

2006 5,527 22,400 4,302 32,229
2016 5,241 23,477 5,702 34,420
2026 5,382 23,056 7,753 36,191
2036 5,203 22,765 9,067 37,035
2051 5,053 22,440 9,366 36,860

%

1996 20.2 67.7 12.1 100.0
2000 19.1 68.3 12.6 100.0

2006 17.1 69.5 13.3 100.0
2016 15.2 68.2 16.6 100.0
2026 14.9 63.7 21.4 100.0
2036 14.0 61.5 24.5 100.0
2051 13.7 60.9 25.4 100.0

Working-age population likely to start declining
within two decades

The proportion of Canada’s working-age population,
composed of people aged 15 to 64, will start to decline
within two decades, according to projections from the
low- and medium-growth scenarios. The projections
show that the working-age population will rise until
about 2016, then start to fall.

This group, estimated at 21.0 million in 2000, will
number between 22.0 million and 24.2 million by 2026.
While the proportion of senior citizens in the population
will be growing strongly by then, the proportion of
working-age people will already have started to decline.

Under the medium-growth scenario, for example,
the working-age group will account for 64% of the
population in 2026, down from 68% in 2000. By 2051,
the proportion will have dropped to 61%.

This decline will be reflected in the "dependency
ratio," the ratio of children and elderly to the working-age

population. Currently, for every 100 people of working
age, there are 46 children and elderly people. But
projections show that in 2026, the dependency ratio
will range between 55 and 60. This increase is owing
primarily to the burgeoning numbers of elderly.

Most provinces likely to grow

Projections at the provincial and territorial level
should be approached with caution. This is because
interprovincial migration, a component that is very
volatile and difficult to forecast, has a major impact on
the growth of population in the provinces and territories.

Under the medium-growth scenario, population
gains are projected for all provinces to 2026, except
for Newfoundland, New Brunswick and Saskatchewan.
In general, rates of growth, though uneven, tend to
decline over the projection period in the low- and
medium-growth scenarios.

Provincial shares of the Canadian population
change slowly over time. By and large, the ranking of
provincial and territorial shares of Canada’s population
will likely remain the same as in 2000.

However, some trends common to all scenarios
emerge. First, the shares of the Atlantic provinces,
Quebec, Manitoba and Saskatchewan will all likely
decline. The shares of the territories remain more
or less constant, while those of Ontario and British
Columbia increase. Alberta’s share increases in almost
all scenarios.

As of July 1, 2000, Ontario had 38% of Canada’s
population, followed by Quebec at 24%, British
Columbia at 13% and Alberta at just under 10%. The
most notable changes in the projected provincial shares
of the total population will be in Quebec and Ontario. In
the medium-growth scenario, their share could be 21%
for Quebec and 41% for Ontario in 2026.

Available on CANSIM: matrices 6900-6913.

Population projections for Canada, provinces
and territories, 2000-2026 (91-520-XIB, $40;
91-520-XPB, $100) is now available. See How to
order products.

To obtain data, contact Lise Champagne
(613-951-2320; fax: 613-951-2307;
chamlis@statcan.ca), Demography Division, or
the nearest Regional Reference Centre. For more
information, or to enquire about the concepts, methods
or data quality of this release, contact M.V. George
(613-951-9580), Demography Division.
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OTHER RELEASES

Light bulbs and tubes
January 2001

Light bulb and tube manufacturers sold 25.7 million light
bulbs and tubes in January, a decrease of 0.2% from
the 25.8 million sold in January 2000.

The January 2001 issue of Electric lamps, light bulbs
and tubes (43-009-XIB, $5/$47) is now available. See
How to order products.

For more information, or to enquire about
the concepts, methods or data quality of this
release, contact Sharon Marcellus (613-951-6422;
bennsha@statcan.ca), Manufacturing, Construction
and Energy Division.

Steel pipe and tubing
January 2001

Steel pipe and tubing production for January
totalled 217 825 metric tonnes, a 7.5% decrease
from 235 348 tonnes in January 2000.

Available on CANSIM: matrix 35.

For more information, or to enquire about the
concepts, methods or data quality of this release, contact
Julie Mayer (613-951-5370; julie.mayer@statcan.ca,
Manufacturing, Construction and Energy Division.

Dairy statistics
January and February 2001 (preliminary)

Monthly dairy statistics for January and February are
now available.

The January–March 2001 issue of The dairy review
(23-001-XIB, $27/$89; 23-001-XPB, $36/$119) will be
released in May. See How to order products.

For more information, or to enquire about the
concepts, methods or data quality of this release, contact
Anna Michalowska (1-800-465-1991; 613-951-2442;
fax: 613-951-3868), Agriculture Division.

Innovation analysis bulletin

The February 2001 issue of the Innovation analysis
bulletin (88-003-XIE, free) is now available on Statistics
Canada’s Web site (www.statcan.ca). From the
Products and services page, choose Free publications,
then Science and technology.

For more information, or to enquire about the
concepts, methods or data quality of this release,
contact Rad Joseph (613-951-6830; fax: 613-951-9920;
robert.joseph@statcan.ca), Science, Innovation and
Electronic Information Division.
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NEW PRODUCTS

Canada year book, 2001
Catalogue number 11-402-XPE ($65).

Electric lamps, light bulbs and tubes, January 2001,
Vol. 30, no. 1
Catalogue number 43-009-XIB ($5/$47).

Innovation analysis bulletin, Vol. 3, no. 1
Catalogue number 88-003-XIE
(Free).

Population projections for Canada, provinces and
territories, 2000–2026
Catalogue number 91-520-XIB ($40).

Population projections for Canada, provinces and
territories, 2000–2026
Catalogue number 91-520-XPB ($100).

All prices are in Canadian dollars and exclude sales
tax. Additional shipping charges apply for delivery
outside Canada.

Catalogue numbers with an -XIB or an -XIE extension
are Internet versions; those with -XMB or -XME are
microfiche; -XPB or -XPE are paper versions; -XDB are
electronic versions on diskette and -XCD are electronic
versions on compact disc.

How to order products

Order products by phone:
Please refer to the • Title • Catalogue number • Volume number • Issue number • Your VISA or MasterCard number.

In Canada and the United States call: 1-800-267-6677
From other countries call: 1-613-951-7277
To fax your order: 1-877-287-4369
Address changes or account inquiries: 1-800-700-1033

To order a product by mail write: Statistics Canada, Circulation Management, Dissemination Division, Ottawa, K1A 0T6.
Include a cheque or money order payable to Receiver General of Canada/Publications. Canadian customers
add 7% GST and applicable PST.

To order by Internet: write to order@statcan.ca or download an electronic version by accessing Statistics Canada’s
Web site (www.statcan.ca) under the headings Products and services and Fee publications ($).

Authorized agents and bookstores also carry Statistics Canada’s catalogued publications.

Statistics Canada’s official release bulletin
Catalogue 11-001E.

Published each working day by the Communications Division, Statistics Canada,
10-H, R.H. Coats Bldg., Tunney’s Pasture, Ottawa, Ontario K1A 0T6.

To access The Daily on the Internet, visit our site at http://www.statcan.ca. To receive The
Daily each morning by E-mail, send an E-mail message to listproc@statcan.ca. Leave the
subject line blank. In the body of the message, type "subscribe daily firstname lastname".

Editor: Tom Vradenburg (613-951-1103, tom.vradenburg@statcan.ca)
Head of Official Release: Madeleine Simard (613-951-1088), madeleine.simard@statcan.ca

Published by authority of the Minister responsible for Statistics Canada. © Minister of
Industry, 2001. Citation in newsprint, magazine, radio, and television reporting is permitted
subject to the requirement that Statistics Canada is acknowledged as the source. Any other
reproduction is permitted subject to the requirement that Statistics Canada is acknowledged as
the source on all copies as follows: Statistics Canada, The Daily, catalogue 11-001E, along
with date and page references.
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REGIONAL REFERENCE CENTRES

Statistics Canada’s Regional Reference Centres offer a full range of the Agency’s products and services. Each
reference centre is equipped with a library and sales counter where you can consult or purchase publications,
diskettes, CD-ROM discs, microfiche, maps and more.

Each centre has facilities to retrieve information from CANSIM, Statistics Canada’s data retrieval system. A
telephone inquiry service is available with toll-free access for those located outside local calling areas. Many other
valuable services—from seminars to consultations—are also offered. For information, contact your nearest Regional
Reference Centre.

Newfoundland and Labrador, Nova
Scotia, Prince Edward Island and
New Brunswick
Advisory Services
Statistics Canada
1741 Brunswick Street
2nd Floor, Box 11
Halifax, Nova Scotia
B3J 3X8

Local calls: (902) 426-5331
Toll free: 1-800-263-1136
Fax: 1-902-426-9538
E-mail: atlantic.info@statcan.ca

Quebec and Nunavut
Advisory Services
Statistics Canada
4th Floor, East Tower
Guy Favreau Complex
200 René Lévesque Blvd. W.
Montréal, Québec
H2Z 1X4

Local calls: (514) 283-5725
Toll free: 1-800-263-1136
Fax: 1-514-283-9350

National Capital Region
Statistical Reference Centre (NCR)
Statistics Canada
Lobby, R.H. Coats Building
Holland Avenue
Tunney’s Pasture
Ottawa, Ontario
K1A 0T6

Local calls: (613) 951-8116
Fax: 1-613-951-0581
E-mail: infostats@statcan.ca

Ontario
Advisory Services
Statistics Canada
10th Floor
Arthur Meighen Building
25 St. Clair Avenue East
Toronto, Ontario
M4T 1M4

Local calls: (416) 973-6586
Toll free: 1-800-263-1136
Fax: 1-416-973-7475

Manitoba
Advisory Services
Statistics Canada
Via Rail Building, Suite 200
123 Main Street
Winnipeg, Manitoba
R3C 4V9

Local calls: (204) 983-4020
Toll free: 1-800-263-1136
Fax: 1-204-983-7543
E-mail: statswpg@solutions.net

Saskatchewan
Advisory Services
Statistics Canada
Park Plaza, Suite 440
2365 Albert Street
Regina, Saskatchewan
S4P 4K1

Local calls: (306) 780-5405
Toll free: 1-800-263-1136
Fax: 1-306-780-5403
E-mail: statcan@sk.sympatico.ca

Alberta and the Northwest
Territories
Advisory Services
Statistics Canada
15th Floor, Park Square
10001 Bellamy Hill
Edmonton, Alberta
T5J 3B6

Local calls: (780) 495-3027
Toll free: 1-800-263-1136
Fax: 1-780-495-5318
E-mail:
Johane.Tremblay@a.statcan.ca

British Columbia and the Yukon
Advisory Services
Statistics Canada
Library Square Tower, Suite 600
300 West Georgia Street
Vancouver, B.C.
V6B 6C7

Local calls: (604) 666-3691
Toll free: 1-800-263-1136
Fax: 1-604-666-4863

National toll-free enquiries line (Canada and the United States): 1-800-263-1136
Toll-free order-only line (Canada and the United States): 1-800-267-6677
Toll-free fax order line (Canada and the United States): 1-877-287-4369
Toll-free telecommunications device for the hearing impaired: 1-800-363-7629
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