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MAJOR RELEASES

Wives, mothers and wages: Does
timing matter?
1998

The timing of motherhood appears to have a significant
bearing on the wages of Canadian women, according to
a new study using data from the Survey of Labour and
Income Dynamics.

Trends in fertility patterns suggest that young
women are delaying having a family to concentrate
on developing their careers. In 1996, mothers
were 27.1 years old on average at the birth of their first
child, compared with 25.7 in 1986.

The study shows that the work experience of women
that postponed motherhood was different from that of
women who had children early.

In 1998, women who postponed having a family
averaged roughly 1.7 more years of full-year, full-time
work experience, and spent a larger proportion of
potential years working full year and full time.

The study found that, among women of the baby
boom generation, mothers who delayed having children
spent 80% of their career working full year, full time
compared with 68% for mothers who had children early.

The wages of women who postponed motherhood
were different from those of women who had children
early, the study showed.

Women who had postponed having children until
later in life earned at least 6% more in 1998 than women
who had their children early. This observation takes
into account important differences in work histories and
education.

Why the wage gap?

There are several possible reasons for this 6% wage
gap between mothers who interrupted their careers early
to have children and those who waited until later.

Wage growth and promotion opportunities are
substantial early in one’s career. If women miss this
stage due to child-rearing, they may not recover, relative
to others who do not miss this stage.

Women who postpone childbirth may be exiting
during a period when interruptions are less critical for
their careers, and consequently may have higher wages
in the longer run.

Furthermore, women who do not have children early
in their careers might be more flexible making decisions
on training, promotions, travel, and other factors that
affect job advancement. Those who have children early

Note to readers

This release is based on the report, Wives, mothers and wages:
Does timing matter?, which sheds light on the association
between family formation decisions and wages using data from
the 1998 Survey of Labour and Income Dynamics.

The study investigates whether the timing of family formation
decisions has an impact on women’s wages, and whether these
decisions have a permanent or transitory impact on the earnings
of mothers.

The concept of delaying parenthood refers to the difference
between a woman’s actual age at the birth of her first child and
an average age at first birth, for groups determined by education
level, major field of study, urban size class and birth year of the
mother.

may be more restricted in their choices because of the
presence of young children.

In addition, women who postpone children may
be inherently more career-oriented and may have had
higher wages at the beginning of their careers than
those women who had children early.

Wage gap decreases as children grow older

The wage advantage of mothers who delayed
parenthood persisted after the birth of their first child,
but decreased as children grew older. This may reflect
the fact that mothers who delayed parenthood may
assume traditional family roles that may in turn limit their
involvement in the labour market.

The wage gap between mothers who delayed
having children and those who had children early was
widespread among mothers of all ages, but was greatest
among younger women.

This may reflect changes in the types of careers
available to women born at different times. For example,
from 1971 to 1991, the share of women increased in
male-dominated occupations such as management,
and occupations in natural sciences, engineering and
mathematics.

Older groups of women may have had fewer
initial career opportunities and flatter age-earnings
profiles than more recent age cohorts. Thus, the wage
advantage associated with delaying motherhood may
have mattered less in the types of careers entered by
older women.

Among younger groups of mothers, the wage
advantage of delaying motherhood tended to erode
slightly. However, at this point it is impossible to
ascertain whether these gaps will persist or disappear
completely by the end of their careers.
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The report Wives, mothers and wages: Does timing
matter? (11F0019MIE, no. 186, free) is now available
on Statistics Canada’s Web site (www.statcan.ca). From
the Our products and services page, choose Research
papers (free), then Social conditions.

For more information, or to enquire about the
concepts, methods or data quality of this release, contact
Marie Drolet (613-951-5691; drolmar@statcan.ca),
Business and Labour Market Analysis Division.
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OTHER RELEASES

Electric power statistics
February 2002

Warmer-than-normal temperatures across the
country led to lower net generation of electricity in
February. Net generation was 49 456 gigawatt hours
(GWh), down 2.1% from February 2001. Exports
decreased 15.7% to 2 690 GWh, and imports fell
to 2 145 GWh from 2 757 GWh.

Lower reservoir levels in Manitoba and Quebec
contributed to a 0.8% decrease in net generation of
hydroelectricity to 30 337 GWh. Thermal conventional
generation was down 0.6% to 13 344 GWh due to
higher hydro generating capability in British Columbia.
Generation from nuclear sources was down 11.2%
to 5 775 GWh, the result of increased hydro capability
in Ontario.

Year-to-date net generation to the end of February
totalled 100 745 GWh, down 2.7% from the same
period in 2001. Year-to-date exports were down 7.3%
to 6 121 GWh, and year-to-date imports fell 24.9%
to 3 281 GWh from the same period in 2001.

Available on CANSIM: table 127-0001.

The February 2002 issue of Electric power statistics
(57-001-XIB, $9/$85) will be available in May. See How
to order products.

To order data, or for general information, contact the
dissemination officer (1-866-873-8789; 613-951-9497;
energ@statcan.ca). To enquire about the concepts,
methods or data quality of this release, contact Melanie
Murray (613-951-3560; melanie.murray@statcan.ca),
Manufacturing, Construction and Energy Division.
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NEW PRODUCTS

National income and expenditure accounts, Fourth
quarter 2001, Vol. 49, no. 4
Catalogue number 13-001-XIB ($33/$109).

National income and expenditure accounts, Fourth
quarter 2001, Vol. 49, no. 4
Catalogue number 13-001-XPB ($44/$145).

Wives, mothers and wages: Does timing matter?,
no. 186
Catalogue number 11F0019MIE02186
(free).

Cereals and oilseeds review, February 2002, Vol. 25,
no. 2
Catalogue number 22-007-XIB ($11/$112).

Cereals and oilseeds review, February 2002, Vol. 25,
no. 2
Catalogue number 22-007-XPB ($15/$149).

Canada’s international transactions in securities,
February 2002, Vol. 68, no. 2
Catalogue number 67-002-XIB ($14/$132).

Canada’s international transactions in securities,
February 2002, Vol. 68, no. 2
Catalogue number 67-002-XPB ($18/$176).

Science statistics, Vol. 26, no. 3
Catalogue number 88-001-XIB ($6/$59).

All prices are in Canadian dollars and exclude sales
tax. Additional shipping charges apply for delivery
outside Canada.

Catalogue numbers with an -XIB or an -XIE extension
are Internet versions; those with -XMB or -XME are
microfiche; -XPB or -XPE are paper versions; -XDB are
electronic versions on diskette and -XCB are electronic
versions on compact disc.

How to order products

Order products by phone:
Please refer to the • Title • Catalogue number • Volume number • Issue number • Your VISA or MasterCard number.

In Canada and the United States call: 1-800-267-6677
From other countries call: 1-613-951-7277
To fax your order: 1-877-287-4369
Address changes or account inquiries: 1-800-700-1033

To order a product by mail write: Statistics Canada, Circulation Management, Dissemination Division, Ottawa, K1A 0T6.
Include a cheque or money order payable to Receiver General of Canada/Publications. Canadian customers
add 7% GST and applicable PST.

To order by Internet: write to order@statcan.ca or download an electronic version by accessing Statistics Canada’s
Web site (www.statcan.ca) under the headings Products and services and Fee publications ($).

Authorized agents and bookstores also carry Statistics Canada’s catalogued publications.

Statistics Canada - Cat. no. 11-001E 5



The Daily, May 1, 2002

Statistics Canada’s official release bulletin
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Published each working day by the Communications Division, Statistics Canada,
10-H, R.H. Coats Bldg., Tunney’s Pasture, Ottawa, Ontario K1A 0T6.

To access The Daily on the Internet, visit our site at http://www.statcan.ca. To receive The
Daily each morning by E-mail, send an E-mail message to listproc@statcan.ca. Leave the
subject line blank. In the body of the message, type "subscribe daily firstname lastname".

Editor: Tom Vradenburg (613-951-1103, tom.vradenburg@statcan.ca)
Head of Official Release: Madeleine Simard (613-951-1088), madeleine.simard@statcan.ca

Published by authority of the Minister responsible for Statistics Canada. © Minister of
Industry, 2002. Citation in newsprint, magazine, radio, and television reporting is permitted
subject to the requirement that Statistics Canada is acknowledged as the source. Any other
reproduction is permitted subject to the requirement that Statistics Canada is acknowledged as
the source on all copies as follows: Statistics Canada, The Daily, catalogue 11-001E, along
with date and page references.

6 Statistics Canada - Cat. no. 11-001E



Catalogue 11-001E (Français 11-001F) ISSN 0827-0465

INDEX
April 2002
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A statistical profile of persons working
in justice-related professions 1996 April 11, 2002

Accounting services price indexes 2000 April 5, 2002
Aircraft movement statistics September 2001 April 8, 2002

February 2002 April 12, 2002
October 2001 April 29, 2002

Airport activity statistics First quarter 2001 April 25, 2002
Annual demographic statistics 2001 April 8, 2002
Asphalt roofing March 2002 April 25, 2002

Building permits February 2002 April 8, 2002

Canada’s international transactions in
securities February 2002 April 25, 2002

Canadian business patterns December 2001 April 3, 2002
Canadian business patterns: Revenue

ranges December 2000 April 9, 2002
Canadian economic observer April 2002 April 18, 2002
Canadian international merchandise

trade February 2002 April 17, 2002
Cement February 2002 April 5, 2002
Cereals and oilseeds review February 2002 April 25, 2002
Childcare services industry 1999 April 26, 2002
Coal and coke statistics January 2002 April 3, 2002
Composite Index March 2002 April 24, 2002
Consolidated government finance:

Assets and liabilities March 31, 2000 April 4, 2002
Construction type plywood February 2002 April 24, 2002
Construction Union Wage Rate Index March 2002 April 18, 2002
Consumer Price Index March 2002 April 23, 2002
Criminal prosecutions personnel and

expenditures 2000/01 April 17, 2002
Crude oil and natural gas January 2002 April 5, 2002

February 2002 April 29, 2002
Crushing statistics March 2002 April 23, 2002
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Subject Reference period Release date

Dairy statistics February 2002 April 12, 2002
Deliveries of major grains March 2002 April 23, 2002
Department store sales and stocks February 2002 April 5, 2002

March 2002 April 30, 2002
Domestic and international shipping First quarter 2001 April 29, 2002
Domestic sales of refined petroleum

products February 2002 April 10, 2002
Duration of multiple jobholding 1996 to 1999 April 17, 2002

Education Price Index 2000 April 5, 2002
Electric utility construction price indexes 2000 and 2001 April 11, 2002
Electronic commerce and technology 2001 April 2, 2002
Employment Insurance February 2002 April 24, 2002
Employment, earnings and hours February 2002 April 26, 2002
Energy conservation and environmental

management practices in businesses 1998 April 25, 2002
Environment industry: business sector 2000 April 25, 2002
Export and import price indexes February 2002 April 17, 2002

Farm Product Price Index February 2002 April 26, 2002
Farm product prices February 2002 April 9, 2002

March 2002 April 29, 2002
Financial performance indicators for

Canadian business 2000 April 25, 2002
Foreign affiliate trade statistics 1999 April 24, 2002
For-hire trucking, commodity origin

and destination First and second quarters 2001 April 11, 2002
Full-time enrolment in trade/vocational

and preparatory training 1998/99 April 3, 2002

Greenhouse, sod and nursery industries 2001 April 26, 2002
Gross domestic product by industry February 2002 April 30, 2002

Help-wanted Index March 2002 April 4, 2002
High-tech boom and bust 2001 April 17, 2002
Hog inventories First quarter 2002 April 25, 2002

Industrial chemicals and synthetic resins February 2002 April 12, 2002
Industrial product and raw materials

price indexes March 2002 April 30, 2002
International scheduled air passenger

origin and destination statistics Second quarter 1998 April 23, 2002
Investment in non-residential building

construction First quarter 2002 April 29, 2002

Labour Force Survey March 2002 April 5, 2002
Labour Force Survey data on CANSIM April 5, 2002
Logging industry 1990 to 1999 April 11, 2002

Mineral wool including fibrous glass
insulation March 2002 April 23, 2002

Monthly railway carloadings January 2002 April 3, 2002
February 2002 April 18, 2002
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Monthly Survey of Large Retailers February 2002 April 19, 2002
Monthly Survey of Manufacturing February 2002 April 17, 2002

National balance sheet accounts 2001 April 19, 2002
National tourism indicators Fourth quarter 2001 April 4, 2002
Natural gas sales February 2002 April 25, 2002
New Housing Price Index February 2002 April 11, 2002
New motor vehicle sales February 2002 April 18, 2002

Particleboard, oriented strandboard
and fibreboard February 2002 April 12, 2002

Perspectives on labour and income April 2002 online edition April 17, 2002
Pipeline transportation of crude oil and

refined petroleum products November 2001 April 23, 2002
Placement of chicks and turkey poults March 2002 April 26, 2002
Principal field crops: seeding intentions March 31, 2002 April 24, 2002
Production and disposition of tobacco

products March 2002 April 29, 2002
Production and value of wildlife pelts 1999 and 2000 April 25, 2002
Production of poultry and eggs February 2002 April 9, 2002
Provincial and territorial tourism satellite

accounts 1996 April 29, 2002
Provincial gross domestic product 2001 April 22, 2002
Pulpwood and wood residue statistics February 2002 April 24, 2002

Quarterly Retail Commodity Survey Fourth quarter 2001 and annual 2001 April 10, 2002

Red meat consumption 2001 April 25, 2002
Remote data access: On-line service for

research and analysis April 4, 2002
Restaurants, caterers and taverns February 2002 April 17, 2002
Retail trade February 2002 April 23, 2002
Road motor vehicle fuel sales volumes 2000 April 17, 2002
Road motor vehicle registrations 2001 April 16, 2002

Sawmills and planing mills January 2002 April 19, 2002
February 2002 April 30, 2002

Seasonal variation in rural employment April 24, 2002
Services indicators Fourth quarter 2001 April 26, 2002
Shipments of office furniture products December 2001 April 15, 2002
Shipments of rolled steel February 2002 April 12, 2002
Small area retail trade estimates 1999 April 15, 2002
Steel pipe and tubing February 2002 April 15, 2002
Steel primary forms Week ending March 30, 2002 April 4, 2002

Week ending April 6, 2002 April 11, 2002
February 2002 April 12, 2002
Week ending April 13, 2002 April 18, 2002
Week ending April 20, 2002 April 25, 2002

Steel wire and specified wire products February 2002 April 11, 2002
Stocks of frozen and chilled meat

products April 2002 April 25, 2002
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Stocks of frozen poultry meat April 1, 2002 April 18, 2002

Telecommunications statistics Fourth quarter 2001 April 15, 2002
Fourth quarter 2001 April 24, 2002

The assets and debts of Canadians:
Focus on private pension savings 1999 April 3, 2002

Travel between Canada and other
countries February 2002 April 18, 2002

Traveller accommodation services
price indexes First quarter 2002 April 26, 2002

Travel-log Spring 2002 April 16, 2002

Waste management industry:
government and business sectors 2000 April 25, 2002

Wholesale trade February 2002 April 19, 2002
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