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MAJOR RELEASES

New motor vehicle sales
March and first quarter 2002

New motor vehicle sales reached an all-time high
in the first quarter, despite declines in both March
(-3.8%) and February (-0.6%). Sales in the first quarter
of 2002 were 1.5% higher than in the fourth quarter
of 2001, when a sizable increase was observed (+7.5%).
Compared with the first quarter of 2001, sales in the
first three months of 2002 were up 13.7%.

100

110

120

130

140

150

160

A J J J M

Seasonally adjusted

Trend

New motor vehicle sales remain high

'000 units

1999 2000 2001 2002

In all, 139,936 new motor vehicles were sold in
March, down 5,458 units from February. March’s
decline was mainly attributable to a steep drop in truck
sales.

After moving upward throughout 2001, new motor
vehicle sales have levelled off in recent months. Sales
were generally stable for most of 2000, except for
significant declines in the fall.

Preliminary figures from the auto industry indicate
that new motor vehicle sales rose in April, recovering
some of the ground lost in March. Both passenger cars
and trucks contributed to the increase.

Note to readers

All data in this release are seasonally adjusted unless
otherwise indicated. Seasonally adjusted provincial data from
January 1991 are available on CANSIM.

Passenger cars include those used for personal and
commercial purposes, such as taxis or rental cars. Trucks
include minivans, sport-utility vehicles, light and heavy trucks,
vans and buses.

North American-built new motor vehicles include vehicles
manufactured or assembled in Canada, the United States or
Mexico. All other new motor vehicles are considered to have
been manufactured overseas.

For reasons of confidentiality, Yukon, the Northwest
Territories and Nunavut are included in British Columbia.

Truck sales down sharply

In March, truck sales fell more sharply than sales
of passenger cars. In all, 63,038 new trucks were sold,
down 6.9% from February. This was the largest drop
since October 2000.

Of all the trucks sold in March (excluding heavy
trucks and buses), roughly 40% were light trucks, 30%
were sport-utility vehicles and another 30% were
minivans. These proportions, calculated from data
unadjusted for seasonality, were basically unchanged
from March 2001.

After moving upward since the summer of 2001,
new truck sales have stalled in recent months. In the
first part of 2001, truck sales were generally stable,
following declines in the fall of 2000. Previously, sales
had remained stable for a year.

Sales of new passenger cars declined for a second
straight month. In March, 76,898 vehicles were
sold, down 1.0% from February. Most of this decline
was attributable to overseas-built cars, which were
down 3.1% from February. Nevertheless, March’s sales
for these cars were 22.2% higher than in March 2001.
Sales of North American-built passenger cars showed
almost no change in March (-0.1%) compared with
February.

After moving upward since the start of 2001, sales
of new passenger cars have slowed in recent months.
Previously, sales had been generally stable since the
start of 2000, following an upward movement that began
at the end of 1998.

The Maritime provinces post the only gains

New motor vehicle sales declined in all provinces
in March except Prince Edward Island (+2.1%), New
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Brunswick (+1.1%) and Nova Scotia (+0.6%). New
motor vehicle sales in the Maritime provinces have
maintained an upward movement since the start
of 2001. In recent months, this movement has been
more pronounced in Prince Edward Island and New
Brunswick but fairly stable in Nova Scotia.

In March, the other provinces all registered losses
greater than the national average (-3.8%) except
Ontario (-1.2%) and Quebec (-3.3%). This was the
third straight decline for both of these provinces. The
upward movement sustained by new motor vehicle
sales in these two provinces since the start of 2001 has
stalled owing to the losses registered in the first three
months of 2002. Even so, quarterly sales were still at
least 10.0% higher than a year earlier for each of these
provinces.

Available on CANSIM: tables 079-0001 and 079-0002.

The March 2002 issue of New motor vehicle sales
(63-007-XIB, $13/$124) will be available soon. See How
to order products.

For general information or to order data, contact the
Client Services Unit (1-877-421-3067; 613-951-3549;
retailinfo@statcan.ca). To enquire about the concepts,
methods or data quality of this release, contact Clérance
Kimanyi (613-951-6363; clerance.kimanyi@statcan.ca),
Distributive Trades Division.
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New motor vehicle sales
March

2001
February

2002r
March

2002p
March

2001
to

March
2002

February
to

March
2002

Seasonally adjusted

Number of vehicles % change

New motor vehicles 127,006 145,394 139,936 10.2 -3.8

Passenger cars 68,258 77,709 76,898 12.7 -1.0
North American1 49,539 54,098 54,021 9.0 -0.1
Overseas 18,719 23,611 22,877 22.2 -3.1

Trucks, vans and buses 58,748 67,685 63,038 7.3 -6.9

New motor vehicles
Newfoundland and Labrador 2,005 2,219 2,048 2.1 -7.7
Prince Edward Island 371 437 446 20.2 2.1
Nova Scotia 3,440 3,891 3,915 13.8 0.6
New Brunswick 3,055 3,490 3,530 15.5 1.1
Quebec 31,999 35,100 33,946 6.1 -3.3
Ontario 50,951 58,510 57,800 13.4 -1.2
Manitoba 3,332 4,277 3,871 16.2 -9.5
Saskatchewan 3,080 3,515 3,373 9.5 -4.0
Alberta 15,014 17,572 16,351 8.9 -6.9
British Columbia2 13,759 16,383 14,656 6.5 -10.5

March 2001 February 2002 March 2002p
March 2001 to

March 2002

Unadjusted

Number of vehicles % change

New motor vehicles 143,189 103,981 150,286 5.0

Passenger cars 75,779 52,589 81,126 7.1
North American1 55,553 37,067 57,955 4.3
Overseas 20,226 15,522 23,171 14.6

Trucks, vans and buses 67,410 51,392 69,160 2.6

New motor vehicles
Newfoundland and Labrador 2,323 1,405 2,276 -2.0
Prince Edward Island 339 250 412 21.5
Nova Scotia 3,901 2,639 4,334 11.1
New Brunswick 3,525 2,366 3,960 12.3
Quebec 38,206 24,514 37,898 -0.8
Ontario 55,702 40,684 60,360 8.4
Manitoba 3,684 3,140 4,044 9.8
Saskatchewan 3,354 2,422 3,477 3.7
Alberta 16,581 12,595 17,455 5.3
British Columbia2 15,574 13,966 16,070 3.2

r Revised figures.
p Preliminary figures.
1 Manufactured or assembled in Canada, the United States or Mexico.
2 Includes Yukon, the Northwest Territories and Nunavut.
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OTHER RELEASES

Dairy statistics
March and April 2002 (preliminary)

Cheddar cheese production during the first eight months
of the 2001/02 dairy year totalled 79 000 metric tonnes,
down 3.6% from the same period of the 2000/01 dairy
year. A dairy year runs from August to July.

Available on CANSIM: tables 003-0007 to 003-0012,
003-0029, 003-0033, 003-0034 and 003-0046.

These data will be included in the
January–March 2002 issue of The dairy review
(23-001-XIB, $27/$89), which will be available soon.
See How to order products.

For more information, or to enquire about the
concepts, methods or data quality of this release, contact
Anna Michalowska (1-800-465-1991; 613-951-2442;
fax: 613-951-3868), Agriculture Division.

Pipeline transportation of crude oil and
refined petroleum products
December 2001

Net receipts of crude oil and equivalent hydrocarbons
totalled 14 071 220 cubic metres in December,
down 1.0% from December 2000. Year-to-date receipts
to the end of December were 164 001 821 cubic metres,
up 2.2% over the same period in 2000. Net receipts
of liquefied petroleum gases and refined petroleum
products totalled 6 907 513 cubic metres in December,
down 1.0% from December 2000. Year-to-date receipts
were 78 424 969 cubic metres, down 4.9% from the
same period in 2000.

Pipeline exports of crude oil totalled 6 357 566 cubic
metres, down 4.3% from December 2000. Pipeline
imports were also down (-15.5% to 1 850 727 cubic
metres). Year-to-date exports totalled 75 843 023 cubic
metres, up 3.1% from the same period in 2000.
Year-to-date imports stood at 23 596 196 cubic metres,
a decrease of 7.0%.

December deliveries of crude oil by pipeline to
Canadian refineries totalled 5 718 834 cubic metres,
down 5.4% from December 2000. Deliveries of
liquefied petroleum gases and refined petroleum
products fell 42.2% to 301 857 cubic metres.
Year-to-date deliveries of crude oil to refineries
totalled 69 747 404 cubic metres, down 1.8% from
the same period in 2000.

Available on CANSIM: tables 133-0001 to 133-0005.

The December 2001 issue of Pipeline transportation
of crude oil and refined petroleum products, Vol. 51,
no. 12 (55-001-XIB, $9/$86) is now available. See How
to order products.

For general information or to order data, contact the
dissemination officer (1-866-873-8799; 613-951-9497;
energ@statcan.ca). To enquire about the concepts,
methods or data quality of this release, contact Gerry
Desjardins (613-951-4368; desjger@statcan.ca) or
Eleonore Harding (613-951-5708; hardele@statcan.ca),
Manufacturing, Construction and Energy Division.

Technical report on the analysis of small
groups in the General Social Survey
1999

The Technical report on the analysis of small groups
in the 1999 General Social Survey (GSS) describes
the technical and methodological challenges involved
in analysing small groups, such as Aboriginal people,
immigrants and visible minorities.

It contains a general description of these challenges,
including over-sampling, response rates, non-response
due to language, sampling variability and whether the
data can be released.

In addition, it discusses the findings from the 1999
GSS with respect to the victimization, perceptions and
fear of these small groups.

The study found that while the overall Canadian
rate of personal victimization including personal theft,
robbery, and non-spousal physical and sexual assault
was 157 incidents per 1,000 population aged 15 and
older, the rate for the immigrant population was
substantially lower at 110. For the visible minority
population, the rate was consistent with that of the
Canadian population, and for the Aboriginal population,
the rate was almost twice the national average.

Technical report on the analysis of small groups in
the 1999 General Social Survey (85F0036XIE, $25) is
now available. See How to order products.

For more information, or to enquire about
the concepts, methods, or data quality of this
release, contact Information and Client Services
(1-800-387-2231; 613-951-9023), Canadian Centre for
Justice Statistics.
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Pipeline transportation of crude oil and refined
petroleum products, December 2001, Vol. 51, no. 12
Catalogue number 55-001-XIB ($9/$86).

Technical report on the analysis of small groups in
the General Social Survey, 1999
Catalogue number 85F0036XIE ($25).

All prices are in Canadian dollars and exclude sales
tax. Additional shipping charges apply for delivery
outside Canada.

Catalogue numbers with an -XIB or an -XIE extension
are Internet versions; those with -XMB or -XME are
microfiche; -XPB or -XPE are paper versions; -XDB are
electronic versions on diskette and -XCB are electronic
versions on compact disc.

How to order products

Order products by phone:
Please refer to the • Title • Catalogue number • Volume number • Issue number • Your VISA or MasterCard number.

In Canada and the United States call: 1-800-267-6677
From other countries call: 1-613-951-7277
To fax your order: 1-877-287-4369
Address changes or account inquiries: 1-800-700-1033

To order a product by mail write: Statistics Canada, Circulation Management, Dissemination Division, Ottawa, K1A 0T6.
Include a cheque or money order payable to Receiver General of Canada/Publications. Canadian customers
add 7% GST and applicable PST.

To order by Internet: write to order@statcan.ca or download an electronic version by accessing Statistics Canada’s
Web site (www.statcan.ca) under the headings Products and services and Fee publications ($).

Authorized agents and bookstores also carry Statistics Canada’s catalogued publications.

Statistics Canada’s official release bulletin
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