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MAJOR RELEASES

• Industrial product and raw materials price indexes, April 2002 3
Manufacturers’ prices declined 1.5% in April compared with the same month a year earlier, the
seventh consecutive period of decline. Prices of raw materials fell on an annual basis for a
ninth straight time.

(continued on page 2)

Survey of Household Spending, Public-use Microdata File
2000

Understanding consumer spending is important for a wide variety of users, including social policy analysts,
advocacy and community groups, businesses and all levels of government. The Public-use Microdata
File from the 2000 Survey of Household Spending offers users information about spending on a wide
variety of goods and services as well as dwelling characteristics and information about household
ownership of equipment. Results from the 2000 Survey of Household Spending were originally released on
December 12, 2001. All records have been thoroughly screened to ensure the anonymity of respondents.

The survey collects information about expenditures made by households and families in Canada on a
wide variety of goods and services including food, shelter, communications, child care, furniture, clothing,
health care, transportation, recreation, reading materials, education, tobacco and alcohol, gambling, taxes,
insurance premiums, pension contributions, money gifts, and charitable contributions.

It also collects information about dwelling characteristics such as type of dwelling, whether repairs are
needed, tenure (owned or rented), year of move, period of construction, number of rooms and bathrooms,
and the age and type of heating equipment and fuel used. Household equipment presented includes a variety
of household appliances, communications and entertainment equipment, and the number of vehicles owned.

The Public-use Microdata File for the Survey of household spending in 2000 (62M0004XCB, $3,000) is
now available. See How to order products.

For more information about the current survey results and related products and services, or
to enquire about the concepts, methods or data quality of this release, contact Client Services
(613-951-7355; 1-888-297-7355; fax: 613-951-3012; income@statcan.ca), Income Statistics Division.
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MAJOR RELEASES

Industrial product and raw materials
price indexes
April 2002

Manufacturers’ prices, as measured by the Industrial
Product Price Index (IPPI), declined 1.5% in April
compared with the same month a year earlier — the
seventh consecutive year-over-year decline. The
decrease in April was higher than the year-over-year
declines observed in the first three months of this year.

On an annual basis, petroleum and coal product
prices fell 14.8%, the tenth successive month that the
year-over-year change was negative. If petroleum and
coal product prices had been excluded, the IPPI would
have decreased 0.6% instead of declining 1.5%.
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Petroleum product prices continue to influence 
the IPPI

12-month % change

2001 2002

Price decreases for pulp and paper products,
chemical products and meat, fish and dairy products
also contributed to the annual decline in manufacturers’

Note to readers

The Industrial Product Price Index (IPPI) reflects the prices
that producers in Canada receive as the goods leave the plant
gate. It does not reflect what the consumer pays. Unlike the
Consumer Price Index, the IPPI excludes indirect taxes and all
the costs that occur between the time a good leaves the plant
and the time the final user takes possession of it, including the
transportation, wholesale, and retail costs.

Canadian producers export many goods. They often quote
their prices in foreign currencies, particularly for motor vehicles,
pulp, paper, and wood products. Therefore, a rise or fall in the
value of the Canadian dollar against its US counterpart affects
the IPPI.

The Raw Materials Price Index (RMPI) reflects the prices
paid by Canadian manufacturers for key raw materials. Many of
these prices are set in a world market. Unlike the IPPI, the RMPI
includes goods not produced in Canada.

prices. This decline was partly offset by higher prices
for lumber products and motor vehicles.

On a month-to-month basis, industrial prices were
up slightly (+0.1%) from March after increasing 0.6%
from February to March. Rising prices for petroleum
products, chemical products and primary metal products
were offset by lower prices for motor vehicles, lumber
products and meat, fish and dairy products.

Manufacturers paid 5.7% less for their raw materials
than they did in April last year, the ninth consecutive
year-over-year decline. Mineral fuels (-6.1%) were
responsible for part of the decline in the Raw Materials
Price Index (RMPI), along with decreases for wood
products, animal products and non-ferrous metals.

If mineral fuels had been excluded, the RMPI would
have declined 5.4%. These decreases were partially
offset by higher prices for vegetable products and ferrous
materials.

On a monthly basis, raw materials prices were
up 1.1% from March. Higher prices for mineral fuels,
vegetable products and ferrous materials were the
major contributors to this increase. Price decreases for
animal products, non-ferrous metals and wood products
partly offset this monthly gain.

The IPPI (1997=100) stood at 107.3 in April, up
from 107.2 in March. The RMPI (1997=100) rose
to 112.0 in April from its revised level of 110.8 in March.

Statistics Canada - Cat. no. 11-001E 3
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RMPI excluding
mineral fuels

Crude oil prices have less of an influence 
on RMPI growth

12-month % change

2001 2002

Prices continue to increase for crude oil but
lumber prices are down

In the RMPI, crude oil prices were 6.4% higher in
April than in March, due in part to production cuts and
expectations of declining inventories. This increase was
also reflected in the IPPI as petroleum and coal product
prices were up 4.3% from March.

Lumber and other wood product prices decreased
0.8% in April from March. Lower prices for softwood
lumber were the major factor behind this monthly
decrease, due in part to more than adequate inventories
and lower volume sales.

Impact of exchange rate pushed up prices
on an annual basis

Between March and April, the value of the US dollar
against the Canadian dollar strengthened slightly, having
no real impact on the prices of commodities that are
quoted in US dollars. As a result, the total IPPI excluding
the effect of the exchange rate would have remained
unchanged instead of increasing 0.1%.

However, on a 12-month basis, the influence of the
dollar was stronger. The IPPI was down 1.5% between
April 2001 and April 2002, but without the exchange rate
effect the IPPI would have declined 2.0%.

Motor vehicle prices still influence finished
goods but to a lesser degree

Rising prices for motor vehicles, machinery and
equipment and tobacco products pushed prices up 0.2%
from April 2001 for finished goods. These increases
were offset for the most part by lower prices for
petroleum products.

On a monthly basis, prices for finished goods were
unchanged from March. Higher prices for petroleum
products were offset by lower prices for motor vehicles
and meat, fish and dairy products.

"Finished goods" are those generally purchased for
the purpose of either consumption or investment. Most
of the foods and feeds category ends up in the hands
of consumers. Most capital goods are equipment and
machinery generally bought by companies, government
agencies, or governments. Much of the remainder is
bought by consumers.

Prices for input goods continue to decline

Producers of intermediate goods received 2.6% less
for their goods in April compared with the same month
last year. Lower prices for pulp and paper products,
petroleum products, and chemical products were slightly
offset by higher prices for lumber products and motor
vehicles.

Prices for input goods were up 0.2% from March.
Higher prices for petroleum products and chemical
products were the major contributors. Lower prices for
lumber products, meat, fish and dairy products and pulp
and paper products partly offset this increase.

"Intermediate goods," sometimes referred to as
"input goods," are goods that are generally bought
by manufacturers to be further used in the production
process, that is, to make other goods.

Available on CANSIM: tables 329-0038 to 329-0049
and 330-0006.

The April 2002 issue of Industry price indexes
(62-011-XPB, $22/$217) will be available in June. See
How to order products.

For more information, or to enquire about the
concepts, methods or data quality of this release,
contact the Client Services Unit (613-951-9606; fax:
613-951-1539; infounit@statcan.ca) or Danielle Gouin
(613-951-3375; danielle.gouin@statcan.ca), Prices
Division.
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Industrial product price indexes
(1997=100)

Relative
importance

April 2001 March 2002r April 2002p April 2001
to

April 2002

March to
April 2002

% change

Industrial Product Price Index 100.00 108.9 107.2 107.3 -1.5 0.1

Intermediate goods1 60.14 106.7 103.7 103.9 -2.6 0.2

First-stage intermediate goods2 7.71 111.0 99.4 99.6 -10.3 0.2
Second-stage intermediate goods3 52.43 106.0 104.3 104.5 -1.4 0.2

Finished goods4 39.86 112.2 112.4 112.4 0.2 0.0

Finished foods and feeds 8.50 106.9 107.5 107.3 0.4 -0.2
Capital equipment 11.73 111.0 112.5 112.3 1.2 -0.2
All other finished goods 19.63 115.3 114.5 114.8 -0.4 0.3

Aggregation by commodities
Meat, fish and dairy products 5.78 109.6 107.9 107.3 -2.1 -0.6
Fruit, vegetable, feed, miscellaneous food

products 5.99 97.3 99.8 99.4 2.2 -0.4
Beverages 1.57 111.0 113.1 113.2 2.0 0.1
Tobacco and tobacco products 0.63 126.3 132.8 132.8 5.1 0.0
Rubber, leather, plastic fabric products 3.30 106.5 104.6 104.8 -1.6 0.2
Textile products 1.58 100.9 100.1 100.1 -0.8 0.0
Knitted products and clothing 1.51 103.1 103.6 103.6 0.5 0.0
Lumber, sawmill, other wood products 6.30 93.2 101.0 100.2 7.5 -0.8
Furniture and fixtures 1.59 105.9 107.3 107.3 1.3 0.0
Pulp and paper products 7.23 119.7 105.0 104.8 -12.4 -0.2
Printing and publishing 1.70 112.1 113.5 113.6 1.3 0.1
Primary metal products 7.80 96.7 95.5 95.9 -0.8 0.4
Metal fabricated products 4.11 104.8 105.0 105.0 0.2 0.0
Machinery and equipment 5.48 106.0 106.6 106.6 0.6 0.0
Autos, trucks, other transportation equipment 22.16 114.0 116.1 115.7 1.5 -0.3
Electrical and communications products 5.77 100.3 100.2 100.3 0.0 0.1
Non-metallic mineral products 1.98 107.6 107.8 107.8 0.2 0.0
Petroleum and coal products5 5.68 142.7 116.6 121.6 -14.8 4.3
Chemicals and chemical products 7.07 110.3 105.2 105.7 -4.2 0.5
Miscellaneous manufactured products 2.40 105.3 106.9 107.1 1.7 0.2
Miscellaneous non-manufactured commodities 0.38 86.6 91.4 90.3 4.3 -1.2

r Revised figures.
p Preliminary figures.
1 Intermediate goods are goods used principally to produce other goods.
2 First-stage intermediate goods are items used most frequently to produce other intermediate goods.
3 Second-stage intermediate goods are items most commonly used to produce final goods.
4 Finished goods are goods most commonly used for immediate consumption or for capital investment.
5 This index is estimated for the current month.

Raw materials price indexes
(1997=100)

Relative
importance

April
2001

March 2002r April 2002p April 2001
to

April 2002

March to
April 2002

% change

Raw Materials Price Index (RMPI) 100.00 118.8 110.8 112.0 -5.7 1.1

Mineral fuels 35.16 167.8 150.2 157.5 -6.1 4.9
Vegetable products 10.28 81.6 90.4 91.4 12.0 1.1
Animals and animal products 20.30 112.8 107.8 102.7 -9.0 -4.7
Wood 15.60 93.3 79.9 79.2 -15.1 -0.9
Ferrous materials 3.36 87.7 90.9 93.8 7.0 3.2
Non-ferrous metals 12.93 86.0 83.2 82.2 -4.4 -1.2
Non-metallic minerals 2.38 109.1 108.6 108.7 -0.4 0.1

RMPI excluding mineral fuels 64.84 96.2 92.6 91.0 -5.4 -1.7

r Revised figures.
p Preliminary figures.

Statistics Canada - Cat. no. 11-001E 5
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OTHER RELEASES

Employment, earnings and hours
March 2002 (preliminary)

In March, average weekly earnings for all employees
were virtually unchanged from February at $674.04.
Compared with March 2001, average weekly earnings
were up 1.9%, slightly above the increase in the
Consumer Price Index for the same period (+1.8%).

At the provincial level, average weekly earnings
gains since March 2001 ranged from 2.8% in Manitoba
to only 0.5% in British Columbia. In Manitoba, there
was earnings strength in finance and insurance,
professional, scientific and technical services, and
heath care and social assistance sectors. In British
Columbia, weaker than average earnings growth in
goods-producing industries was due mostly to reduced
paid hours in sawmills in the past 12 months.

Average hourly earnings for hourly paid employees
stood at $17.03 in March, unchanged from February
but 2.8% higher than in March 2001. Average weekly
hours and average overtime hours were virtually
unchanged.

In March, employees on payrolls increased
by 27,000 (+0.2%). Employment growth would have
been substantially higher except for the Ontario public
service strike that reduced employment in public

administration by approximately 30,000. Except for
public administration and forestry, all other sectors
recorded employment gains. Notable gains were
in real estate and rental and leasing (+8,900),
professional, scientific and technical services (+6,400),
wholesale trade (+6,200), manufacturing (+4,200) and
in construction (+4,100). At the provincial level, Quebec
(+17,900) recorded the strongest employment gain,
followed by Alberta (+4,900).

Available on CANSIM: tables 281-0023 to 281-0046.

Detailed industry data, data by enterprise size
of employment, and other labour market indicators
by sector will be available in June standard tables
in the monthly publication Employment, earnings
and hours (72-002-XIB, $24/$240). Annual averages
for 2001 are now available through CANSIM and by
custom tabulations from Labour Statistics Division. See
How to order products.

To order data or for more information, contact the
Client Services Unit (613-951-4090; 1-866-873-8788;
fax: 613-951-2869; labour@statcan.ca). To enquire
about the concepts, methods or data quality of this
release, contact Robert Frindt (613-951-4069) or Jean
Leduc (613-951-4061), Labour Statistics Division.

6 Statistics Canada - Cat. no. 11-001E
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Average weekly earnings for all employees
March 2001 February 2002r March 2002p February to

March 2002
March 2001

to
March 2002

Industry group (North American Industry
Classification System) Seasonally adjusted

$ % change

Industrial aggregate 661.73 673.13 674.04 0.1 1.9

Forestry, logging and support 817.35 848.78 847.83 -0.1 3.7
Mining and oil and gas 1,150.54 1,160.07 1,163.18 0.3 1.1
Utilities 1,000.22 1,015.98 1,015.84 0.0 1.6
Construction 803.86 803.30 801.32 -0.2 -0.3
Manufacturing 802.77 821.81 823.43 0.2 2.6
Wholesale trade 761.94 770.02 765.42 -0.6 0.5
Retail trade 431.26 433.96 433.75 0.0 0.6
Transportation and warehousing 735.47 757.02 759.31 0.3 3.2
Information and cultural industries 792.02 819.85 821.06 0.1 3.7
Finance and insurance 840.80 833.42 838.96 0.7 -0.2
Real estate and rental and leasing 611.88 626.10 620.76 -0.9 1.5
Professional, scientific and technical services 880.10 899.28 903.91 0.5 2.7
Management of companies and enterprises 839.07 842.44 845.53 0.4 0.8
Administrative and support, waste management

and remediation services 532.17 535.51 534.35 -0.2 0.4
Educational services 688.95 705.56 707.07 0.2 2.6
Health care and social assistance 575.85 599.29 601.55 0.4 4.5
Arts, entertainment and recreation 475.36 494.31 492.62 -0.3 3.6
Accommodation and food services 282.38 297.01 298.62 0.5 5.8
Other services (excluding public administration) 516.52 535.37 534.80 -0.1 3.5
Public administration 752.51 764.16 763.78 0.0 1.5

Provinces and territories

Newfoundland and Labrador 601.86 618.40 617.79 -0.1 2.6
Prince Edward Island 517.33 529.78 526.61 -0.6 1.8
Nova Scotia 568.09 585.58 582.59 -0.5 2.6
New Brunswick 589.97 597.07 598.42 0.2 1.4
Quebec 621.26 635.54 636.23 0.1 2.4
Ontario 706.16 716.76 718.46 0.2 1.7
Manitoba 583.72 599.80 600.11 0.1 2.8
Saskatchewan 595.15 606.31 609.12 0.5 2.3
Alberta 679.44 695.50 697.99 0.4 2.7
British Columbia 666.64 669.56 670.04 0.1 0.5
Yukon 743.38 763.55 759.01 -0.6 2.1
Northwest Territories1 863.12 884.13 883.80 0.0 2.4
Nunavut1 790.53 789.04 799.65 1.3 1.2

r Revised estimates.
p Preliminary estimates.
1 Data not seasonally adjusted.
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Number of employees
January 2002 February 2002r March 2002p January to

February 2002
February to
March 2002

Industry group (North American Industry
Classification System) Seasonally adjusted

’000 % change

Industrial aggregate 12,833 12,869 12,896 0.3 0.2

Forestry, logging and support 71 69 69 -2.8 0.0
Mining and oil and gas 138 137 137 -0.7 0.0
Utilities 113 114 114 0.9 0.0
Construction 598 603 607 0.8 0.7
Manufacturing 2,023 2,029 2,033 0.3 0.2
Wholesale trade 709 717 723 1.1 0.8
Retail trade 1,511 1,515 1,517 0.3 0.1
Transportation and warehousing 611 611 612 0.0 0.2
Information and cultural industries 351 351 352 0.0 0.3
Finance and insurance 560 560 561 0.0 0.2
Real estate and rental and leasing 216 218 227 0.9 4.1
Professional, scientific and technical services 627 635 642 1.3 1.1
Management of companies and enterprises 87 87 87 0.0 0.0
Admininistrative and support, waste management

and remediation services 538 539 540 0.2 0.2
Educational Services 944 943 943 -0.1 0.0
Health care and social assistance 1,284 1,288 1,289 0.3 0.1
Arts, entertainment and recreation 230 232 232 0.9 0.0
Accommodation and food services 952 953 952 0.1 -0.1
Other services (excluding public administration) 487 486 486 -0.2 0.0
Public administration 723 720 698 -0.4 -3.1

Provinces and territories

Newfoundland and Labrador 183 184 184 0.5 0.0
Prince Edward Island 58 59 59 1.7 0.0
Nova Scotia 358 360 361 0.6 0.3
New Brunswick 298 298 297 0.0 -0.3
Quebec 3,024 3,033 3,051 0.3 0.6
Ontario 5,002 5,010 5,008 0.2 0.0
Manitoba 507 510 512 0.6 0.4
Saskatchewan 373 374 374 0.3 0.0
Alberta 1,390 1,398 1,403 0.6 0.4
British Columbia 1,600 1,603 1,604 0.2 0.1
Yukon 16 16 16 0.0 0.0
Northwest Territories1 19 20 20 5.3 0.0
Nunavut1 10 10 10 0.0 0.0

r Revised estimates.
p Preliminary estimates.
1 Data not seasonally adjusted.

Stocks of frozen and chilled meat products
May 2002

Total frozen and chilled red meat in cold storage at
the opening of the first business day of May amounted
to 91 275 metric tonnes, compared with 83 081 tonnes
in April and 71 185 tonnes in May 2001.

Available on CANSIM: tables 003-0005 and 003-0006.

Stocks of frozen meat products (23-009-XIE, free)
is now available on Statistics Canada’s Web site at
www.statcan.ca. From Products and services choose
Free Downloadable publications and then Agriculture.

For additional information call (1-800-216-2299) or
to enquire about the concepts, methodology and data
quality of this release, contact Barbara McLaughlin
(902-893-7251; barbara.mclaughlin@statcan.ca),
Agriculture Division.

Steel primary forms
Week-ending May 25, 2002 (preliminary)

Steel primary forms production for the week-ending
May 25 totalled 314 003 metric tonnes, up 0.6%
from 311 994 tonnes a week earlier and up 5.1%
from 298 650 tonnes in the same week of 2001. The
year-to-date total at the end of the reference week

8 Statistics Canada - Cat. no. 11-001E
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was 5 886 491 tonnes, a 0.6% increase compared
with 5 850 298 for the same period in 2001.

For general information or to order data, contact the
Dissemination Officer (1-866-873-8789; 613-951-9497;
manufact@statcan.ca). To enquire about the concepts,
methods, or data quality of this release, contact
Dragos Ifrim (613-951-3527; dragos.ifrim@statcan.ca),
Manufacturing, Construction and Energy Division.

Electric power selling price indexes
January to April 2002

Electric power selling price indexes (1997=100) are now
available.

Available on CANSIM: table 329-0050.

The April 2002 issue of Industry price indexes
(62-011-XPB, $22/$217) will be available in June. See
How to order products.

For more information, or to enquire about the
concepts, methods, and data quality of this release,
contact the Client Services Unit (613-951-9606;
infounit@statcan.ca) or Danielle Gouin (613- 951-3375;
danielle.gouin@statcan.ca; fax: 613-951-1539), Prices
Division.

Electric power statistics
March 2002

Colder temperatures in Western Canada led to
increased net electricity generation in March. Net
generation of electricity increased to 52 118 gigawatt
hours (GWh), up 1.5% from March 2001. Exports
decreased 17.5% to 3 016 GWh, and imports decreased
from 1 865 GWh to 1 171 GWh.

Higher reservoir levels in Ontario and British
Columbia contributed to a 2.8% increase in net
generation of hydro electricity to 31 431 GWh.
Thermal conventional generation was down 4.3%
to 14 152 GWh due to increased hydro capabilities in
British Columbia. Generation from nuclear sources was
up 9.3% to 6 536 GWh due to higher exports from New
Brunswick to the United States.

Year-to-date net generation at the end of March
totalled 155 877 GWh, down 0.8% from the same
period in 2001. Year-to-date exports (9 137 GWh) were
down 11.0% and year-to-date imports fell 28.6% from
the same period in 2001 to 4 452 GWh.

Available on CANSIM: table 127-0001.

The March 2002 issue of Electric power statistics
(57-001-XIB, $9/$85) will be available in early June. See
How to order products.

To order data, or for general information, contact the
Dissemination Officer (1-866-873-8789; 613-951-9497;
energ@statcan.ca). For analytical information, or
to enquire about the concepts, methods or data
quality of this release, contact Melanie Murray
(613-951-3560; melanie.murray@statcan.ca),
Manufacturing, Construction and Energy Division.

Sawmills and planing mills
March 2002 and the first quarter of 2002

Canadian sawmills benefited from the sustained activity
in the residential construction sector, both in the
domestic and the US market during the first quarter.

First quarter lumber shipments increased 0.2% over
the fourth quarter of 2001 to 17 149.4 thousand cubic
metres. However, shipments were down 2.7% compared
with the same quarter of 2001. Over the last 12 months,
lumber manufactures had to cope with the uncertainty
created by the lumber dispute and its impact on prices.

Housing starts in Canada remained strong during
the first quarter, averaging 174 566 units (seasonally
adjusted annual rate) compared with 139 666 units
during the first quarter of 2001. The value of building
permits issued over the recent months suggests the
domestic market will sustain demand for lumber.

In the United States, housing starts averaged
1.7 million units (seasonally adjusted annual rate)
during the first quarter, up 8.6% over the fourth quarter
of 2001 and 6.0% over the first quarter of 2001.

Lumber exports grew 2.1% during the first quarter
over the fourth quarter of 2001. This increase was
mainly a result of the high level of housing starts
in the United States as well as the suspension of
countervailing duties on exports to the United States,
which were temporarily dropped until a final decision
is taken. However, exports were limited by application
of anti-dumping duties, which, among other factors,
contributed to keep several sawmills closed and others
to reduce their production.

Strong demand for lumber by the residential
construction sector in both Canada and the US — in the
wake of high consumer confidence and low mortgage
rates — pushed lumber prices up 10.7% during the first
quarter over the fourth quarter of 2001.

Shipments increased 10.0% in British Columbia
over the fourth quarter of 2001 — mainly due to a 17.0%
increase from the British Columbia Interior region.
However, lumber shipments from the British Columbia
Coastal region were 16.3% lower for the same period.

Statistics Canada - Cat. no. 11-001E 9
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Shipments also decreased 6.9% in the rest of the
country, the main decreases being in Saskatchewan
(-22.1%), Quebec (-13.8%), Ontario (-5.5%), Alberta
(-2.9%) and New Brunswick (-2.6%).

On a monthly basis, sawmills and planingshipments
increased 3.1% in March over February to
5 809.7 thousand cubic metres. March shipments
decreased 0.7% compared with March 2001.

Closing inventories reached 8 937.6 thousand cubic
metres in March, up 3.3% over February. However, this
was down 6.8% in the first quarter compared with the
same period in 2001.

Available on CANSIM: table 303-0009.

The March 2002 issue of Sawmills and planing mills,
Vol. 56, no. 3 (35-003-XIB, $9/$86) is now available. See
How to order products.

To order data or for general information, contact the
dissemination officer (1-866-873-8789; 613-951-9497;
manufact@statcan.ca). To enquire about the concepts,
methods or data quality of this release, contact
Gilles Simard (613-951-3516; simales@statcan.ca),
Manufacturing, Construction and Energy Division.

Grain trade of Canada
2000 and 2001

Data for grain trade for 2000 and 2001 are now available.
An overview of the crop year as well as tables on

Canadian and world grain supply and demand, prices,
trade, domestic processing and storage and movement
will be available soon in the publication Grain trade of
Canada.

The 2000-2001 issue of Grain trade of Canada
(22-201-XPB, $44/22-201-XIB, $33) will be released
shortly. See How to order products.

For further information, or to enquire about
the concepts, methods or data quality of this
release, contact Karen Gray (204-983-2856;
karen.gray@statcan.ca), or Susan Anderson
(613-951-3859; sue.anderson@statcan.ca), Agriculture
Division.

Criminal victimization: An international
perspective
2000

About one-quarter of Canada’s population aged 16 and
older were victims of a crime during 1999, similar to the

average among 12 other nations, according to a new
international study.

The publication Juristat — Criminal victimization:
An international perspective, available today, provides
results of the 2000 International Crime Victimization
Survey (ICVS) for 13 industrialized countries, including
Canada. Results are compared with previous surveys
conducted in 1989, 1992 and 1996.

On average, 22% of the population aged 16 and
older in those countries were victims of at
least 1 of 11 offences in 1999. Canada’s average (24%)
was not significantly different from the overall average.

Victimization rates were fairly stable between
1996 (the last time the ICVS was conducted)
and 2000. Of the 10 nations that participated in
both sets of surveys, six including Canada did not
experience any significant change. The remaining four
nations — England and Wales, France, the Netherlands
and Scotland — experienced declines.

The results also indicated that most people felt
safe in their own neighborhood. On average, over
three-quarters of the population in the 13 nations felt
very or fairly safe when walking alone in their area after
dark. Well above the average were Sweden (85%),
Canada (83%) and the United States (83%).

People were also fairly satisfied with the
performance of their police services, particularly in the
United States and Canada. About 89% of Americans
and 87% of Canadians felt that the police were doing a
very or fairly good job at controlling crime in their area,
highest among the 13 countries.

The ICVS is designed to provide comparable
information on the incidence of victimization and
perceptions of crime around the world. It asked
respondents for information on their victimization
experiences with 11 types of offences, including both
personal and property, and whether the incidents were
reported to the police. Participants were also asked for
their opinions on public safety, policing and sentencing.
Other participating nations included Poland, Australia
and Belgium.

Juristat — Criminal victimization: An international
perspective, Vol. 22, no. 4 (85-002-XIE, $8/$70;
85-002-XPE, $10/$93) is now available. See How to
order products.

For more information, or to enquire about
the concepts, methods or data quality of this
release, contact Information and Client Services
(1-800-387-2231; 613-951-9023), Canadian Centre for
Justice Statistics.
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Purchasing power parity: A Canada/US
exploration

Are Canadians paying more than Americans for
the goods and services they purchase? How have
Canada-US free trade agreements affected the
purchasing power of Canadian consumers relative to
their American counterparts?

A new study Purchasing power parity: A
Canada/U.S. exploration, released today, examines
whether Canadian prices for consumer goods equate
to US prices. Understanding relative price differences
is important for cross-country comparisons of living
standards.

The study explores relative prices, adjusted by the
exchange rate, on more than 168 commodities over four
years (1985, 1990, 1993, 1996). It finds that for highly
standardized commodities that flow relatively freely
across borders, prices were on average 1% lower in the
United States than in Canada over the four years. Prices
were becoming increasingly more similar in the 1990s,
a period of increasing integration between the Canadian

and American economies. By 1996, price differences
were not statistically significant. For commodities that
are not easily traded across borders, such as services,
prices were on average 4% higher in the United States
than in Canada over the four years and there was no
significant trend in the difference.

Note: Data for this study comes from two databases
developed at Statistics Canada. Information on
Canada/US relative prices was obtained from Prices
Division and Income and Expenditure Accounts
Division. Information on productivity comes from the
Micro-economic Analysis Division.

The research paper Purchasing power parity: A
Canada/US exploration, no. 2 (11F0027MIE, free)
is now available on Statistics Canada’s Web site
(www.statcan.ca). From the Products and services
page choose Research papers (free), then National
accounts.

For more information, or to enquire about the
concepts, methods or data quality of this release,
contact Beiling Yan (613-951-1234), Micro-economic
Analysis Division.
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NEW PRODUCTS

Purchasing power parity: A Canada/US exploration,
Catalogue number 11F0027MIE2002002
(free).

Stocks of frozen meat products, May 2002
Catalogue number 23-009-XIE
(free).

Sawmills and planing mills, March 2002, Vol. 56, no. 3
Catalogue number 35-003-XIB ($9/$86).

Survey of Household Spending, 2000
Catalogue number 62M0004XCB ($3000).

Juristat — Criminal victimization: An international
perspective, Vol. 22, no. 4
Catalogue number 85-002-XIE ($8/$70).

Juristat — Criminal victimization: An international
perspective, Vol. 22, no. 4
Catalogue number 85-002-XPE ($10/$93).

All prices are in Canadian dollars and exclude sales
tax. Additional shipping charges apply for delivery
outside Canada.

Catalogue numbers with an -XIB or an -XIE extension
are Internet versions; those with -XMB or -XME are
microfiche; -XPB or -XPE are paper versions; -XDB are
electronic versions on diskette and -XCB are electronic
versions on compact disc.

How to order products

Order products by phone:
Please refer to the • Title • Catalogue number • Volume number • Issue number • Your VISA or MasterCard number.

In Canada and the United States call: 1-800-267-6677
From other countries call: 1-613-951-7277
To fax your order: 1-877-287-4369
Address changes or account inquiries: 1-800-700-1033

To order a product by mail write: Statistics Canada, Circulation Management, Dissemination Division, Ottawa, K1A 0T6.
Include a cheque or money order payable to Receiver General of Canada/Publications. Canadian customers
add 7% GST and applicable PST.

To order by Internet: write to order@statcan.ca or download an electronic version by accessing Statistics Canada’s
Web site (www.statcan.ca) under the headings Products and services and Fee publications ($).

Authorized agents and bookstores also carry Statistics Canada’s catalogued publications.
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