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MAJOR RELEASES

Building permits
June 2002

The overall value of building permits increased, thanks to
a strong surge in proposed commercial and institutional
projects. However, construction intentions in Canada’s
housing sector fell in June for the second straight month.

In total, municipalities issued just over $3.8 billion in
building permits, up 4.6% from May.

Builders took out $1.6 billion in non-residential
building permits in June, the highest level in the
last 11 months and a 19.1% jump from May.

In contrast, the value of building permits in the
residential sector slid 3.5% to $2.3 billion, the second
consecutive monthly decline, as plans for multi-family
dwellings dropped significantly. Even so, the housing
market has been so hot this year that the value of
residential permits in June was still 24.0% higher than
the average monthly level in 2001.
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On a year-to-date basis, the total value of
building permits for the first six months of 2002
reached $22.6 billion, a robust 14.2% advance from
the first half of 2001. This was entirely the result of the
overwhelming demand for new dwellings in 2002.

Builders took out almost $14.5 billion in housing
permits from January to June, up 33.7% from the same

Note to readers

Unless otherwise stated, this release presents seasonally
adjusted data, which ease comparisons by removing the effects
of seasonal variations.

The Building and Demolitions Permits Monthly Survey
covers 2,350 municipalities, representing 95% of the population.
It provides an early indication of building activity. The
communities representing the other 5% of the population are
very small, and their levels of building activity have little impact
on the total.

The value of planned construction activities shown in this
release excludes engineering projects (e.g., waterworks, sewers
or culverts) and land.

period of 2001. However, permits in the non-residential
sector fell 9.4% to $8.1 billion.

Among the metropolitan areas, the largest
advances in dollars on a year-to-date basis occurred
in Calgary, as a result of residential permits, and in St.
Catharines-Niagara, as a result of commercial projects.

Residential sector: Second straight drop
in multi-family permits

The value of multi-family permits dropped 14.2%
to $575 million in June, the second consecutive monthly
decline since the record level in April. Permits for
single-family dwellings increased 0.7% to $1.7 billion.

Municipalities in Ontario issued residential building
permits worth $1.0 billion, down from almost $1.2 billion
in May. This decline was the largest in absolute dollars
among the provinces and resulted from the substantial
drop in multi-family permits. However, it was still the
sixth consecutive month in which Ontario surpassed the
$1-billion mark for housing permits, an unprecedented
streak.

In contrast, housing permits in Alberta rose
from $334 million in May to $359 million in June, the
largest growth in dollars.

Despite June’s decline, construction intentions
in the housing sector remained high. Advantageous
mortgage rates and their positive impact on affordability,
a low stock of vacant dwellings and strong employment
numbers all contributed to a feverish pace in housing
construction intentions.

Marked increases in single-family (+37.6%)
and multi-family (+24.2%) permits during the first
six months of the year fuelled this growth. So far this
year, 106,600 new dwellings units have been authorized,
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the highest level since 1989 for the period from January
to June.

Growth on a year-to-date basis in the 10 provinces
and in 27 of the 28 metropolitan areas shows that the
strength in the housing sector was spread across all the
country. The largest increases in dollars occurred in
Ontario and Quebec.

Non-residential sector: Strong growth in
commercial and institutional permits

The 19.1% gain in non-residential permits in June
was fuelled by a strong demand in the commercial
and institutional components. Industrial permits also
contributed to the strong showing, but to a lesser extent.

Builders took out $800 million in permits for
commercial projects, up 22.5% from May, the third
monthly gain during the past four months. This returned
permits to values set earlier in the year. Hotel and
recreational projects in St. Catharines–Niagara were
mainly responsible for this advance.
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Institutional permits have recorded two solid months
of growth. In June, they moved up 23.3% to $509 million,
following a 54.1% surge in May. June’s level was the
highest monthly figure so far this year. Most of the
upswing came from educational projects. Municipalities
in Ontario issued $265 million in institutional permits, up

from $219 million in May, the biggest increase (in dollar
terms) among the provinces.

The industrial sector improved a slight 3.2%
to $253 million, in the wake of large projects for utility
buildings. The largest increase occurred in Ontario,
whereas Quebec posted the biggest decline. Despite
the rise, June’s level was 15.5% lower than the average
monthly level in 2001.

Low interest rates, combined with a recovery in
corporate profits for the first quarter of 2002, may have a
positive impact on the non-residential sector. However,
this impact could be offset by increasing vacancy rates
for both office and industrial buildings in several major
centres.

On a provincial scale, Ontario had the strongest
increase, rising from $601 million in May to $736 million
in June. Following a large project in May, Nunavut
recorded the largest decline. Eight of the ten provinces
showed increases.

Two consecutive increases in May and June were
not sufficient to bring up the year-to-date value to what it
was a year ago: there is still a 9.4% gap with the level for
the first six months of 2001. Cumulative results between
January and June were down 14.6% to $1.6 billion in the
industrial component, and down 13.4% to $4.2 billion in
the commercial component.

Institutional building permits for the first six months
of 2002 reached $2.4 billion, up 3.4% from the same
period of 2001. This result is consistent with the latest
data on private and public investment intentions, which
showed that capital spending by governments was
expected to increase 20.5% this year.

Ontario municipalities issued $3.6 billion in
non-residential permits during the first six months
(+1.1%) to record the highest increase in dollars.

Available on CANSIM: tables 026-0001 to 026-0008,
026-0010 and 026-0015.

The June 2002 issue of Building permits
(64-001-XIE, $14/$145) will be available soon. See
How to order products.

The July 2002 building permit estimate will be
released on September 5.

To obtain data, contact Vere Clarke
(613-951-6556; 1-800-579-8533; clarver@statcan.ca).
For more information, or to enquire about the concepts,
methods or data quality of this release, contact Étienne
Saint-Pierre (613-951-2025; saineti@statcan.ca),
Investment and Capital Stock Division.
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Value of building permits
May

2002r
June
2002p

May
to

June
2002

January
to

June
2001

January
to

June
2002

January–June
2001

to
January–June

2002
Census metropolitan area Seasonally adjusted

$ millions % change $ millions % change

St. John’s 23.3 23.0 -1.1 87.1 124.2 42.5
Halifax 31.2 46.9 50.4 159.0 223.0 40.3
Saint John 7.5 7.1 -4.8 38.3 43.5 13.6
Chicoutimi–Jonquière 11.5 38.6 234.8 98.2 89.0 -9.4
Québec 74.8 47.0 -37.1 382.2 328.8 -14.0
Sherbrooke 17.6 20.3 15.2 69.9 117.7 68.3
Trois-Rivières 6.8 14.2 108.7 59.0 72.9 23.7
Montréal 336.2 359.2 6.8 2,148.2 2,229.7 3.8
Hull 35.0 57.6 64.6 183.2 227.1 24.0
Ottawa 188.5 127.3 -32.4 821.1 812.9 -1.0
Kingston 54.0 17.8 -67.0 98.3 149.3 52.0
Oshawa 66.3 52.7 -20.6 276.1 316.5 14.6
Toronto 761.0 701.8 -7.8 4,237.9 4,386.7 3.5
Hamilton 83.5 63.4 -24.1 420.9 539.6 28.2
St. Catharines–Niagara 24.2 170.5 604.7 182.9 417.3 128.1
Kitchener 90.3 95.3 5.5 419.3 520.7 24.2
London 64.8 54.7 -15.6 411.4 335.3 -18.5
Windsor 52.7 83.6 58.8 239.6 386.8 61.5
Sudbury 27.0 25.5 -5.4 36.9 78.5 112.5
Thunder Bay 6.1 28.1 360.9 48.6 117.4 141.6
Winnipeg 38.0 36.7 -3.3 220.9 225.4 2.0
Regina 13.1 12.3 -6.7 111.0 71.6 -35.5
Saskatoon 18.3 27.7 51.2 127.1 160.0 25.9
Calgary 219.3 229.0 4.4 1,083.9 1,346.9 24.3
Edmonton 103.7 126.5 22.0 617.7 786.4 27.3
Abbotsford 11.3 11.6 2.5 79.3 78.6 -0.9
Vancouver 243.2 312.9 28.7 1,633.7 1,743.2 6.7
Victoria 40.6 37.2 -8.6 163.7 231.4 41.4

r Revised data.
p Preliminary data.
Note: Data may not add to totals because of rounding.
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Value of building permits
May

2002r
June
2002p

May
to

June
2002

January
to

June
2001

January
to

June
2002

January–June
2001

to
January–June

2002
Seasonally adjusted

$ millions % change $ millions % change

Canada 3,667.2 3,835.3 4.6 19,785.5 22,601.1 14.2
Residential 2,355.4 2,272.7 -3.5 10,846.7 14,498.5 33.7
Non-residential 1,311.8 1,562.6 19.1 8,938.8 8,102.5 -9.4

Newfoundland and Labrador 37.6 31.8 -15.3 145.0 176.7 21.9
Residential 21.1 17.5 -17.1 86.8 118.0 36.0
Non-residential 16.5 14.4 -12.9 58.2 58.7 0.9

Prince Edward Island 16.8 16.9 0.2 100.1 68.5 -31.6
Residential 12.4 7.9 -36.5 32.3 47.7 47.7
Non-residential 4.4 9.0 103.9 67.9 20.8 -69.3

Nova Scotia 62.2 84.3 35.5 326.8 426.0 30.4
Residential 49.8 49.5 -0.6 209.7 307.4 46.6
Non-residential 12.4 34.8 181.4 117.1 118.6 1.2

New Brunswick 52.1 50.9 -2.2 241.3 336.4 39.4
Residential 22.2 30.5 37.6 127.1 213.2 67.7
Non-residential 29.9 20.5 -31.6 114.1 123.2 7.9

Quebec 662.7 705.9 6.5 3,866.0 4,232.9 9.5
Residential 402.1 408.4 1.6 1,742.1 2,507.7 43.9
Non-residential 260.6 297.6 14.2 2,123.9 1,725.2 -18.8

Ontario 1,764.2 1,777.8 0.8 9,017.7 10,368.8 15.0
Residential 1,163.6 1,041.3 -10.5 5,414.6 6,724.7 24.2
Non-residential 600.6 736.5 22.6 3,603.1 3,644.2 1.1

Manitoba 79.2 67.8 -14.4 362.5 452.1 24.7
Residential 48.4 36.0 -25.7 161.4 227.8 41.1
Non-residential 30.7 31.8 3.5 201.1 224.3 11.6

Saskatchewan 50.3 67.0 33.2 351.8 358.1 1.8
Residential 22.3 22.7 1.8 105.6 123.9 17.3
Non-residential 28.0 44.3 58.2 246.2 234.1 -4.9

Alberta 507.8 553.1 8.9 2,701.4 3,324.3 23.1
Residential 333.5 358.7 7.5 1,539.6 2,271.8 47.6
Non-residential 174.2 194.4 11.6 1,161.9 1,052.5 -9.4

British Columbia 408.9 471.4 15.3 2,620.4 2,787.1 6.4
Residential 272.5 292.8 7.4 1,404.4 1,917.4 36.5
Non-residential 136.5 178.6 30.9 1,216.1 869.7 -28.5

Yukon 2.8 2.4 -11.3 19.7 12.2 -38.0
Residential 1.8 1.9 1.8 8.8 10.0 14.3
Non-residential 0.9 0.6 -38.0 11.0 2.2 -79.8

Northwest Territories 6.7 4.1 -38.3 24.4 39.1 60.3
Residential 4.8 3.9 -18.6 9.3 25.4 174.7
Non-residential 1.9 0.2 -88.6 15.1 13.7 -9.6

Nunavut 16.1 1.9 -88.4 8.4 18.9 126.2
Residential 0.9 1.8 104.7 5.2 3.5 -32.1
Non-residential 15.3 0.1 -99.2 3.1 15.4 389.4

r Revised data.
p Preliminary data.
Note: Data may not add to totals because of rounding.
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OTHER RELEASES

Shipments of solid fuel-burning heating
products
Second quarter 2002

In the second quarter, shipments of solid fuel-burning
heating products totalled $23.0 million, down 1.6%
from $23.4 million in the second quarter of 2001.

Year-to-date shipments at the end of June
totalled $42.2 million, down 4.0% from $44.0 million
during the same period of 2001.

Data on the quantities of these products shipped are
also available.

The second quarter 2002 issue of Shipments
of solid fuel-burning heating products, Vol. 21,
no. 2 (25-002-XIB, $6/$19) is now available. See
How to order products.

For more information, or to enquire
about the concepts, methods or data quality
of this release, contact the dissemination
officer (1-866-873-8789; 613-951-9497;
manufact@statcan.ca), Manufacturing, Construction
and Energy Division.

6 Statistics Canada - Cat. no. 11-001E



The Daily, August 7, 2002

NEW PRODUCTS

Shipments of solid fuel burning heating products,
Second quarter 2002, Vol. 21, no. 2
Catalogue number 25-002-XIB ($6/$19).

All prices are in Canadian dollars and exclude sales
tax. Additional shipping charges apply for delivery
outside Canada.

Catalogue numbers with an -XIB or an -XIE extension
are Internet versions; those with -XMB or -XME are
microfiche; -XPB or -XPE are paper versions; -XDB are
electronic versions on diskette and -XCB are electronic
versions on compact disc.

How to order products

Order products by phone:
Please refer to the • Title • Catalogue number • Volume number • Issue number • Your VISA or MasterCard number.

In Canada and the United States call: 1-800-267-6677
From other countries call: 1-613-951-7277
To fax your order: 1-877-287-4369
Address changes or account inquiries: 1-800-700-1033

To order a product by mail write: Statistics Canada, Circulation Management, Dissemination Division, Ottawa, K1A 0T6.
Include a cheque or money order payable to Receiver General of Canada/Publications. Canadian customers
add 7% GST and applicable PST.

To order by Internet: write to order@statcan.ca or download an electronic version by accessing Statistics Canada’s
Web site (www.statcan.ca) under the headings Our products and services and Publications for sale ($).

Authorized agents and bookstores also carry Statistics Canada’s catalogued publications.

Statistics Canada’s official release bulletin

Catalogue 11-001E.

Published each working day by the Communications Division, Statistics Canada,
10-H, R.H. Coats Bldg., Tunney’s Pasture, Ottawa, Ontario K1A 0T6.

To access The Daily on the Internet, visit our site at http://www.statcan.ca. To receive The
Daily each morning by e-mail, send an e-mail message to listproc@statcan.ca. Leave the
subject line blank. In the body of the message, type "subscribe daily firstname lastname".

Published by authority of the Minister responsible for Statistics Canada. © Minister of
Industry, 2002. Citation in newsprint, magazine, radio, and television reporting is permitted
subject to the requirement that Statistics Canada is acknowledged as the source. Any other
reproduction is permitted subject to the requirement that Statistics Canada is acknowledged as
the source on all copies as follows: Statistics Canada, The Daily, catalogue 11-001E, along
with date and page references.
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