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MAJOR RELEASES

New motor vehicle sales
May 2003

The number of new motor vehicles sold in May
rebounded 8.4%, making up almost all the losses
registered in April and March. In all, 144,282 new
vehicles rolled off dealers’ lots in May, which
was 11,214 more units than in April. Of these additional
vehicles sold, three in five were trucks. New incentive
programs offered mainly by the large North American
automakers may have helped boost sales in May.

110

115

120

125

130

135

140

145

150

155

J J J J M

Seasonally adjusted

Trend

New motor vehicle sales rebounded in May

'000 units

2000 2001 2002 2003

Despite May’s increase, the number of new motor
vehicles sold in the first five months of 2003 was
down 4.3% from the same period of 2002, a record year.

With the gain recorded in May, the downward
movement of new vehicle sales in recent months
appears to have slowed. However, on the basis of
preliminary figures from the auto industry, it is estimated
that the number of new motor vehicles sold in June
fell by approximately 10%, which could reinforce the
downward movement. New motor vehicle sales have
gone through major fluctuations that make it difficult to
interpret the current direction of sales for passenger
cars and trucks. Trucks include minivans, sport-utility
vehicles, light and heavy trucks, vans and buses.

Note to readers

All data in this release are seasonally adjusted unless
otherwise indicated. Seasonally adjusted provincial data from
January 1991 are available on CANSIM.

Passenger cars include those used for personal and
commercial purposes, such as taxis or rental cars. Trucks
include minivans, sport-utility vehicles, light and heavy trucks,
vans and buses.

North American-built new motor vehicles include vehicles
manufactured or assembled in Canada, the United States or
Mexico. All other new motor vehicles are considered to have
been manufactured overseas.

For reasons of confidentiality, data for Yukon, the Northwest
Territories and Nunavut are included with those for British
Columbia.

New motor vehicle sales remained at a high level
throughout 2002. Previously, they had gone through a
period of sustained growth during most of 2001.

Truck sales outpace car sales

In May, vehicle dealers saw their truck sales grow
at almost twice the rate for passenger cars. Truck
sales rebounded 11.4% from their April level, compared
with 5.9% for car sales.

After declines in the past two months, new truck
sales rose to 67,964 vehicles in May. This is the
largest number of new trucks sold during a month so far
in 2003. The increase more than offset the April and
March declines combined.

Despite May’s gain, new truck sales have been
maintaining a downward movement in recent months,
after a slight upward movement that began in the
summer of 2002. Previously, truck sales had remained
generally stable for the first half of 2002.

North American-built cars post strong sales

In May, sales of new passenger cars advanced 5.9%
from April to 76,318 units. This increase, which followed
two successive monthly declines, was almost entirely
attributable to sales of North American-built cars, which
rebounded 8.3%, thereby wiping out the declines in April
and March.

Sales of overseas-built passenger cars were almost
unchanged in May. They advanced 0.3% from April, after
three months of consecutive declines.

In recent years, sales of North American-built
passenger cars have been generally stable. However,
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they have fluctuated more than sales of overseas-built
cars, which have shown a downward movement in
recent months.
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Sales up in all provinces

In May, the number of new motor vehicles sold
advanced in all provinces, following two consecutive

declines in April and March. Only Newfoundland and
Labrador reported a gain in April.

Prince Edward Island, Saskatchewan, Ontario
and New Brunswick posted the largest gains, each
advancing at least 10% from April. In the first three
provinces, new motor vehicle sales have remained
generally stable since the start of 2002, following a
period of increases that began at the start of 2001.
In New Brunswick, the movement of sales appears to
have stabilized in recent months, after a downward
movement that began in the spring of 2002.

In the other provinces, the rebound of sales in May
allowed them to offset all or much of the losses recorded
in April and March.

Available on CANSIM: tables 079-0001 and 079-0002.

Definitions, data sources and methods: survey
number 2402.

The May 2003 issue of New motor vehicle sales
(63-007-XIB, $13/$124) will be available soon. See How
to order products.

For general information or to order data, contact
Client Services (1-877-421-3067; 613-951-3549;
retailinfo@statcan.ca). To enquire about the concepts,
methods or data quality of this release, contact Clérance
Kimanyi (613-951-6363; clerance.kimanyi@statcan.ca),
Distributive Trades Division.
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New motor vehicle sales
May

2002
April
2003r

May
2003p

May
2002

to
May

2003

April
to

May
2003

Seasonally adjusted

Number of vehicles % change

New motor vehicles 145 596 133 068 144 282 -0.9 8.4

Passenger cars 78 331 72 085 76 318 -2.6 5.9
North American¹ 54 336 50 380 54 556 0.4 8.3
Overseas 23 995 21 705 21 762 -9.3 0.3

Trucks, vans and buses 67 265 60 983 67 964 1.0 11.4

New motor vehicles
Newfoundland and Labrador 1 957 2 021 2 038 4.1 0.8
Prince Edward Island 390 376 427 9.5 13.6
Nova Scotia 3 862 3 687 3 949 2.3 7.1
New Brunswick 3 435 2 998 3 302 -3.9 10.1
Quebec 36 742 34 967 37 252 1.4 6.5
Ontario 58 053 52 269 57 856 -0.3 10.7
Manitoba 4 088 3 811 4 084 -0.1 7.2
Saskatchewan 3 618 3 111 3 491 -3.5 12.2
Alberta 16 936 15 711 16 985 0.3 8.1
British Columbia² 16 515 14 118 14 898 -9.8 5.5

May 2002 April 2003 May 2003p May 2002 to May 2003

Unadjusted

Number of vehicles % change

New motor vehicles 186,313 152,967 185,419 -0.5

Passenger cars 106,497 86,793 103,507 -2.8
North American¹ 74,074 59,729 74,880 1.1
Overseas 32,423 27,064 28,627 -11.7

Trucks, vans and buses 79,816 66,174 81,912 2.6

New motor vehicles
Newfoundland and Labrador 3,137 2,742 3,201 2.0
Prince Edward Island 554 415 615 11.0
Nova Scotia 5,764 4,826 6,021 4.5
New Brunswick 4,906 3,707 4,758 -3.0
Quebec 50,274 43,846 51,074 1.6
Ontario 70,599 57,409 70,440 -0.2
Manitoba 4,893 4,107 5,104 4.3
Saskatchewan 4,170 3,457 4,163 -0.2
Alberta 21,287 17,415 21,454 0.8
British Columbia² 20,729 15,043 18,589 -10.3

r Revised figures.
p Preliminary figures.
1 Manufactured or assembled in Canada, the United States or Mexico.
2 Includes Yukon, the Northwest Territories and Nunavut.
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OTHER RELEASES

Aircraft movement statistics: Small
airports
January 2003

There were 33,195 take-offs and landings recorded
in January at the 106 airports without air traffic
control towers, down 21.9% from January 2002, when
112 airports reported 42,497 take-offs and landings.

The January 2003 monthly report, Vol. 2 (TP141,
free) is available on Transport Canada’s website
(http://www.tc.gc.ca/pol/en/Report/tp141e/tp141.htm).

Note: The TP141 monthly report is issued in two
volumes. Volume 1 presents statistics for the major
Canadian airports (those with NAV CANADA air traffic
control towers or flight service stations). Volume
2 presents statistics for the smaller airports (those
without air traffic control towers). Both volumes are
available free upon release at Transport Canada’s
website.

For more information about this website, contact
Michel Villeneuve (613-990-3825; villenm@tc.gc.ca)
or Sheila Rajani (613-993-9822; rajanis@tc.gc.ca),
Transport Canada.

Definitions, data sources and methods: survey
number 2715.

For more information, or to enquire about
the concepts, methods or data quality of this
release, contact Kathie Davidson (613-951-0141;
fax: 613-951-0010; aviationstatistics@statcan.ca),
Transportation Division.

Restaurants, caterers and taverns
May 2003

Total receipts of restaurants, caterers and taverns in
May were an estimated $2.89 billion, up 1.5% from the
May 2002 estimate.

Available on CANSIM: table 355-0001.

The May 2003 issue of Restaurant, caterer and
tavern statistics (63-011-XIE, $6/$55) will be available
soon. See How to order products.

For more information, or to enquire about the
concepts methods or data quality of this release,
contact Bill Birbeck (613-951-3506), Services Industries
Division.

Dairy statistics
May 2003 (preliminary)

Dairy farmers sold 639 000 kilolitres of milk and cream
to dairies in May, virtually unchanged from May 2002.

Definitions, data sources and methods: survey
numbers, including related surveys, 3430, 3431 and
3432.

The second quarter 2003 issue of The dairy review
(23-001-XIB, $27/$89) will be available in August. See
How to order products.

For more information, or to enquire about the
concepts, methods or data quality of this release, contact
Anna Michalowska (1-800-465-1991; 613-951-2442;
fax: 613-951-3868), Agriculture Division.

Steel wire and specified wire products
May 2003

Data on steel wire and specified wire products
production are now available for May.

Available on CANSIM: table 303-0010.

Definitions, data sources and methods: survey
number 2106.

The May 2003 issue of Steel wire and specified
wire products, Vol. 58, no. 5 (41-006-XIB,$5/$47) is now
available. See How to order products.

For more information, or to enquire
about the concepts, methods or data quality
of this release, contact the dissemination
officer (1-866-873-8789; 613-951-9497;
manufact@statcan.ca), Manufacturing, Construction
and Energy Division
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NEW PRODUCTS

Steel wire and specified wire products, May 2003,
Vol. 58, no. 5
Catalogue number 41-006-XIB ($5/$47).

All prices are in Canadian dollars and exclude sales
tax. Additional shipping charges apply for delivery
outside Canada.

Catalogue numbers with an -XIB or an -XIE extension
are Internet versions; those with -XMB or -XME are
microfiche; -XPB or -XPE are paper versions; -XDB or
–XDE are electronic versions on diskette and -XCB or
–XCE are electronic versions on compact disc.

How to order products

Order products by phone:
Please refer to the • Title • Catalogue number • Volume number • Issue number • Your VISA or MasterCard number.

In Canada and the United States call: 1-800-267-6677
From other countries call: 1-613-951-7277
To fax your order: 1-877-287-4369
Address changes or account inquiries: 1-800-700-1033

To order a product by mail write: Statistics Canada, Circulation Management, Dissemination Division, Ottawa, K1A 0T6.
Include a cheque or money order payable to Receiver General of Canada/Publications. Canadian customers
add 7% GST and applicable PST.

To order by Internet: write to order@statcan.ca or download an electronic version by accessing Statistics Canada’s
website (www.statcan.ca). From the Our products and services page, under Browse our Internet publications, choose For sale.

Authorized agents and bookstores also carry Statistics Canada’s catalogued publications.

Statistics Canada’s official release bulletin

Catalogue 11-001-XIE.

Published each working day by the Communications Division, Statistics Canada,
10-H, R.H. Coats Bldg., Tunney’s Pasture, Ottawa, Ontario K1A 0T6.

To access The Daily on the Internet, visit our site at http://www.statcan.ca. To receive The
Daily each morning by e-mail, send an e-mail message to listproc@statcan.ca. Leave the
subject line blank. In the body of the message, type "subscribe daily firstname lastname".

Published by authority of the Minister responsible for Statistics Canada. © Minister of Industry,
2003. Citation in newsprint, magazine, radio, and television reporting is permitted subject to
the requirement that Statistics Canada is acknowledged as the source. Any other reproduction
is permitted subject to the requirement that Statistics Canada is acknowledged as the
source on all copies as follows: Statistics Canada, The Daily, catalogue 11-001-XIE, along
with date and page references.
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REGIONAL REFERENCE CENTRES

Statistics Canada’s Regional Reference Centres offer a full range of the Agency’s products and services. Each
reference centre is equipped with a library and sales counter where you can consult or purchase publications,
diskettes, CD-ROM discs, microfiche, maps and more.

Each centre has facilities to retrieve information from CANSIM, Statistics Canada’s data retrieval system. A
telephone enquiry service is available with toll-free access for those located outside local calling areas. Many other
valuable services — from seminars to consultations — are also offered. For information, contact your nearest
Regional Reference Centre.

Newfoundland and Labrador, Nova
Scotia, Prince Edward Island and
New Brunswick
Advisory Services
Statistics Canada
1741 Brunswick Street
2nd Floor, Box 11
Halifax, Nova Scotia
B3J 3X8

Local calls: (902) 426-5331
Toll free: 1-800-263-1136
Fax: 1-902-426-9538
E-mail: atlantic.info@statcan.ca

Quebec
Advisory Services
Statistics Canada
4th Floor, East Tower
Guy Favreau Complex
200 René Lévesque Blvd. W.
Montréal, Québec
H2Z 1X4

Local calls: (514) 283-5725
Toll free: 1-800-263-1136
Fax: 1-514-283-9350
E-mail: infostcmontreal@statcan.ca

National Capital Region
Statistical Reference Centre (NCR)
Statistics Canada
Lobby, R.H. Coats Building
Holland Avenue
Tunney’s Pasture
Ottawa, Ontario
K1A 0T6

Local calls: (613) 951-8116
Fax: 1-613-951-0581
E-mail: infostats@statcan.ca

Ontario
Advisory Services
Statistics Canada
10th Floor
Arthur Meighen Building
25 St. Clair Avenue East
Toronto, Ontario
M4T 1M4

Local calls: (416) 973-6586
Toll free: 1-800-263-1136
Fax: 1-416-973-7475

Manitoba
Advisory Services
Statistics Canada
Via Rail Building, Suite 200
123 Main Street
Winnipeg, Manitoba
R3C 4V9

Local calls: (204) 983-4020
Toll free: 1-800-263-1136
Fax: 1-204-983-7543
E-mail: statswpg@solutions.net

Saskatchewan
Advisory Services
Statistics Canada
Park Plaza, Suite 440
2365 Albert Street
Regina, Saskatchewan
S4P 4K1

Local calls: (306) 780-5405
Toll free: 1-800-263-1136
Fax: 1-306-780-5403
E-mail: statcan@sk.sympatico.ca

Alberta, Northwest Territories and
Nunavut
Advisory Services
Statistics Canada
Pacific Plaza, Suite 900
10909 Jasper Avenue, N.W.
Edmonton, Alberta
T5J 4J3

Local calls: (780) 495-3027
Toll free: 1-800-263-1136
Fax: 1-780-495-5318
E-mail: Sabrina.Pond@statcan.ca

British Columbia and the Yukon
Advisory Services
Statistics Canada
Library Square Tower, Suite 600
300 West Georgia Street
Vancouver, B.C.
V6B 6C7

Local calls: (604) 666-3691
Toll free: 1-800-263-1136
Fax: 1-604-666-4863

National toll-free enquiries line (Canada and the United States): 1-800-263-1136
Toll-free order-only line (Canada and the United States): 1-800-267-6677
Toll-free fax order line (Canada and the United States): 1-877-287-4369
Toll-free telecommunications device for the hearing impaired: 1-800-363-7629
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