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OTHER RELEASES

Study: Disparities in birth outcomes by
neighbourhood income in British Columbia
1985 to 2000

Women living in richer neighbourhoods are less likely
to have adverse birth outcomes than those in lower
income neighbourhoods, according to a recent study
which examined birth outcomes in British Columbia on
the basis of neighbourhood income.

Mothers living in poorer neighbourhoods were more
likely to be of First Nations ethnicity, unmarried, under
the age of 20, or with a maternal illness. They were also
less likely to be aged 35 or older and to have had an
instrumental delivery.

However, differences in adverse outcomes related
to neighbourhood income persisted after accounting for
these maternal characteristics.

From 1985 to 2000, in terms of rate differences,
the gap between the poorest and richest
neighbourhood groups narrowed for pre-term
births, small-for-gestational-age, and neonatal and
post-neonatal deaths. However, the gap widened for
stillbirths.

Pre-term births and small-for-gestational-age births
have been associated with many adverse long-term
health consequences. This suggests that the affects of
living in poor neighbourhoods may extend well beyond
infancy.

Most of the disparity in post-neonatal mortality
was the result of preventable causes of death such as
sudden infant death syndrome, infection and external
causes. This suggests that improvements in infant care
are needed in poor neighbourhoods.

Definitions, data sources and methods: survey
numbers, including related surveys, 3231, 3233 and
3234.

The study, "Disparities in birth outcomes by
neighborhood income: Temporal trends in rural
and urban areas, British Columbia," published in
Epidemiology, is a collaboration of Statistics Canada,
McGill University, and the British Columbia Vital
Statistics Agency. An abstract of the article is available
free online (http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez) in
English only.

For more information about the concepts, methods
or data quality of this release, or to obtain a copy of
this study, contact Russell Wilkins (1-613-951-5305;
russell.wilkins@statcan.ca), Health Analysis and
Measurement Group.

Apartment Building Construction Price
Index
Third quarter 2004

The composite price index for apartment building
construction (1997=100) was 126.4 in the third quarter,
up 2.2% from the second quarter and 7.8% higher than
the third quarter of 2003. Higher prices for construction
materials and a high level of investment in residential
building construction were the main factors leading to
the year-to-year percentage increase. It was also the
largest year-to-year advance since the index was first
published in the first quarter of 1988.

Apartment Building Construction Price Index1

(1997=100)

Third
quarter

2004

Third
quarter

2003
to

third
quarter

2004

Second
quarter

2004
to

third
quarter

2004
% change

Composite Index 126.4 7.8 2.2

Halifax 120.8 6.5 1.6
Montréal 125.8 6.3 2.6
Ottawa–Gatineau,

Ontario part 131.1 7.0 1.9
Toronto 134.6 7.6 2.2
Calgary 128.0 6.0 1.8
Edmonton 125.4 6.0 1.9
Vancouver 121.6 10.8 2.0

1. Go online to view the census subdivisions that comprise the census
metropolitan areas.

Montréal recorded the highest quarterly change
(+2.6%), followed by Toronto (+2.2%), Vancouver
(+2.0%), Edmonton and Ottawa–Gatineau, Ontario part
(+1.9% each), Calgary (+1.8%) and Halifax (+1.6%).

On a year-over-year basis, Vancouver experienced
the highest gain from the third quarter of 2003 (+10.8%),
followed by Toronto (+7.6%), Ottawa–Gatineau, Ontario
part (+7.0%), Halifax (+6.5%), Montréal (+6.3%) and
Edmonton and Calgary (+6.0% each).

Note: The apartment building construction price
indexes provide an indication of new construction cost
changes in six census metropolitan areas (CMAs)
(Halifax, Montréal, Toronto, Calgary, Edmonton and
Vancouver) and the Ontario part of the Ottawa–Gatineau
CMA. Besides each of the CMA indexes and the
composite index, there are further breakdowns of cost
changes by trade groups within the building (structural,
architectural, mechanical and electrical). These price
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indexes are derived from surveys of general and special
trade-group contractors who report on the categories
of costs (material, labour, equipment, taxes, overhead
and profits) relevant to the detailed construction
specifications included in the surveys.

Available on CANSIM: table 327-0040.

Definitions, data sources and methods: survey
numbers, including related surveys, 2317 and 2330.

The third quarter 2004 issue of Capital Expenditure
Price Statistics (62-007-XPB, $26/$85) will be available
in January 2005.

For more information, or to enquire about the
concepts, methods and data quality of this release,
contact Rebecca McDougall (613-951-9606; fax:
613-951-1539; infounit@statcan.ca), Prices Division.

For-hire motor carriers of freight, annual
supplement: Financial statistics
2003

An estimated 2,900 for-hire motor carriers of freight
earn at least $1 million annually. In 2003, their operating
revenues totalled $20.5 billion and their operating
expenses totalled $19.6 billion, for an operating ratio
of 0.96 (any ratio over 1.00 represents an operating
loss). The net profit of the for-hire carriers of freight
in 2003 ($564 million) was down by more than 20%
from 2002 ($711 million) closer to the level observed
in 2001 ($530 million). The operating profit margin was
set at 4.4%.

Financial statistics on the for-hire motor trucking
industry are available from the Annual Supplement
to the Quarterly Motor Carriers of Freight Survey.
This supplementary survey provides aggregate
measurements and other financial ratios based on
a sample of 748 carriers.

Available on CANSIM: table 403-0003.

Definitions, data sources and methods: survey
number 2742.

For more information, or to enquire about
the concepts, methods or data quality of this

release, contact Ron Chrétien (613-951-8774;
fax: 613-951-0009; ron.chretien@statcan.ca) or
Denis Pilon (613-951-2707; fax: 613-951-0579;
denis.pilon@statcan.ca), Transportation Division.

Industrial chemicals and synthetic resins
September 2004

Data on industrial chemicals and synthetic resins for
September are now available.

Available on CANSIM: table 303-0014.

Definitions, data sources and methods: survey
number 2183.

The September 2004 issue of Industrial
Chemicals and Synthetic Resins, Vol. 47,
no. 9 (46-002-XIE, $6/$51) is now available. See How
to order products.

For more information, or to enquire about the
concepts, methods or data quality of this release,
contact the dissemination officer (1-866-873-8789;
613-951-9497; manufact@statcan.ca), Manufacturing,
Construction and Energy Division.

Refined petroleum products
July 2004

Data on the supply and disposition and domestic sales
of refined petroleum products are now available for
July 2004.

Available on CANSIM: tables 134-0001 to 134-0004.

Definitions, data sources and methods: survey
number 2150.

The July 2004 issue of Refined Petroleum Products,
Vol. 59, no. 7 (45-004-XIB, $18/$166) is now available.
See How to order products.

For more information, or to enquire about
the concepts, methods or data quality of this
release, contact the dissemination officer
(1-866-873-8789; 613-951-9497; energ@statcan.ca),
Manufacturing, Construction and Energy Division.
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Infomat: A Weekly Review, November 16, 2004
Catalogue number 11-002-XWE ($100).

Monthly Survey of Manufacturing, September 2004,
Vol. 58, no. 9
Catalogue number 31-001-XIE ($17/$158).

Refined Petroleum Products, July 2004, Vol. 59, no. 7
Catalogue number 45-004-XIB ($18/$166).

Industrial Chemicals and Synthetic Resins,
September 2004, Vol. 47, no. 9
Catalogue number 46-002-XIE ($6/$51).

New Motor Vehicle Sales, September 2004, Vol. 76,
no. 9
Catalogue number 63-007-XIE ($14/$133).

All prices are in Canadian dollars and exclude sales
tax. Additional shipping charges apply for delivery
outside Canada.

Catalogue numbers with an -XWE, -XIB or an -XIE
extension are Internet versions; those with -XMB or
-XME are microfiche; -XPB or -XPE are paper versions;
-XDB or –XDE are electronic versions on diskette and
-XCB or –XCE are electronic versions on compact disc.

How to order products

To order by phone, please refer to:
• The title • The catalogue number • The volume number • The issue number • Your credit card number.

From Canada and the United States, call: 1-800-267-6677
From other countries, call: 1-613-951-7277
To fax your order, call: 1-877-287-4369
For address changes or account inquiries, call: 1-800-700-1033

To order by mail, write to: Statistics Canada, Circulation Management, Dissemination Division, Ottawa, K1A 0T6.
Include a cheque or money order payable to Receiver General of Canada/Publications. Canadian customers
add 7% GST and applicable PST.

To order by Internet, write to: infostats@statcan.ca or download an electronic version by accessing Statistics Canada’s
website (www.statcan.ca). From the Our products and services page, under Browse our Internet publications, choose For sale.

Authorized agents and bookstores also carry Statistics Canada’s catalogued publications.
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