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MAJOR RELEASES

Low income in census metropolitan
areas
1980 to 2000

Median family income and low-income rates showed
little change in most census metropolitan areas (CMAs)
in the 1990s. This followed a decade of growth in
median income and decline in low-income rates in most
metropolitan areas in the 1980s, according to the first
of nine reports that shed light on issues of importance
for Canada’s urban areas.

The report, which examined income in 27 CMAs
using census data, shows that median family-income
growth stagnated in the 1990s.

Median income of families living in a metropolitan
area in 2000 amounted to $62,300, a 1% increase
from 1990. (Median is the point at which half of families
had higher income and half less.) On the whole,
incomes rose faster during the 1980s. Median family
income in metropolitan areas rose 5% across the 1980s.
Over the entire 20-year period, median income rose
by 7%.

In the 1980s, most metropolitan area residents
shared the economic growth to some extent. Incomes
increased at both the top and the bottom of the income
distribution, however, those incomes at the top tended
to rise more. From 1980 to 1990, the low-income rate
in all CMAs fell from 18.3% to 17.2% on average. Most
urban centres shared in this decline.

In the 1990s, growth was concentrated more
among high-income families, with the income of
low-income families growing little or declining in most
metropolitan areas. As a result, the low-income
rate in all metropolitan areas combined rose slightly
from 17.2% to 17.7% between 1990 and 2000.

Among particular metropolitan areas, trends were
mixed in the 1990s, with low-income rates rising in some
metropolitan areas and falling in others.

Two large metropolitan areas where the low-income
rate increased in the 1990s were Toronto and Vancouver.
In these metropolitan areas, rising low income in
the 1990s was particularly concentrated among recent
immigrants (those immigrants who arrived during the
decade preceding the census).

This report also showed that the income gap
between richer and poorer neighbourhoods rose.
In addition, certain demographic groups like recent
immigrants and Aboriginal people were much more
likely to be in low income. Finally, people in low income
who lived in urban areas received much less of their

Note to readers

This report is the first of a series that develops statistical
measures to shed light on issues of importance for Canada’s
cities. Statistics Canada has worked on this project in
collaboration with the Cities Secretariat of the Privy Council
Office.

The objective is to provide statistical measures of trends and
conditions in our larger cities and the neighbourhoods within
them. These measures will be available for use in city planning
and in policy development.

This report paints a statistical portrait of urban income and
low income in Canada. It does so by examining the changes in
pre-tax family income within the nation’s 27 biggest metropolitan
areas between 1980 and 2000, based on census data.

The analysis emphasizes low-income rates and the situation
of particular groups at high risk of being in low income, including
recent immigrants (defined as those arriving in Canada
during the 10 years preceding the census), Aboriginal people,
single-parent family members, seniors and children.

It also uses census tract data to analyse changes in income
inequality among various neighbourhoods within individual
metropolitan areas. A low-income neighbourhood is one in
which the low-income rate exceeds 40%.

Income is defined on an annual after-transfer, before-tax
basis. A person is deemed to be in low income if his or his real
family income is below a predetermined threshold. The report
uses two approaches to measure low income: the low-income
measure (LIM) and the low-income cut-off (LICO). This release
uses the LIM-based approach.

Income is measured for economic families, unattached
individuals, and on an adult-equivalent adjusted basis.
Adult-equivalent adjusted income is the income of economic
families and unattached individuals, adjusted for differences
in family size. In this release, income figures refer to
economic family income only, while low-income figures refer to
adult-equivalent adjusted family income.

Neighbourhoods are measured at the census tract level.
A census tract is a small relatively stable geographic area that
usually has a population of 2,500 to 8,000. Census tracts
are defined to be as homogeneous as possible in terms of
socio-economic characteristics. Thus, they can be thought of
as being somewhat similar to neighbourhoods.

income from earnings, and more from government
transfers than their counterparts two decades earlier.

Income gap widened between richer and
poorer neighbourhoods

The increase in the income gap between higher-
and lower-income families in metropolitan areas is
reflected in an increasing income gap between lower-
and higher-income neighbourhoods. In Toronto, for
example, median family income in the poorest 10% of
neighbourhoods amounted to $32,900 in 2000, up 2.6%
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from 1980. In the richest 10% of neighbourhoods, it
was $92,800, up 17.4%.

The proportion of neighbourhoods that were
low-income neighbourhoods remained relatively stable
in the 27 metropolitan areas between 1980 and 2000. (A
low-income neighbourhood is one where the low-income
rate exceeds 40%.)

In 1980, 6.1% of neighbourhoods in metropolitan
areas were low-income neighbourhoods. This
proportion fell to 5.5% in 1990, doubled to 11.8%
in 1995, then fell to 5.8% by 2000 as economic
conditions improved.

The study also examines the location of low-income
neighbourhoods in the largest CMAs.

Some urban centres, such as Winnipeg and
Vancouver, have a single dominant cluster of low-income
neighbourhoods in the downtown core. Others, such
as Toronto and Montréal, have several distinct clusters
of low-income neighbourhoods surrounding a relatively
affluent downtown area.

In Toronto and Montréal, low-income
neighbourhoods were also less likely to be found
downtown and more likely to be found in clusters
outside of downtown in 2000 than they were in 1980.

Low-income rates higher among certain groups

Low-income rates within CMAs were higher
among certain groups, making them disproportionately
represented among the low-income population.

This report focusses on three groups that tended
to have higher low-income rates relative to the entire
population of a given metropolitan area. These groups
are recent immigrants (those who arrived during the
decade preceding the census), Aboriginal people and
members of lone-parent families.

The low-income rate for people living in lone-parent
families was 46.6% in 2000, compared with a rate
of 15.4% among people in other types of families.
While still high in 2000, the low-income rate among
lone-parent family members was even higher in 1980,
at 54.2%.

In 2000, recent immigrants had a low-income rate
of 35.0%, nearly twice the average rate for metropolitan
areas overall. In 1980, in contrast, recent immigrants
had a low-income rate of only 23.1%. This growth
was substantial in all metropolitan areas with a large
population of recent immigrants.

At the same time, recent immigrants increased
their share in the population, especially in the 1990s.
In 2000, 9.0% of residents in the largest 27 metropolitan
areas were recent immigrants, compared with 6.1%
in 1990.

Toronto and Vancouver were two large metropolitan
areas where the low-income rate increased in the 1990s.
Virtually all of the rises in low-income rates seen in these
areas during the 1990s were concentrated among recent
immigrants.

In Toronto, the low-income rate in 2000 was 17.7%,
up 1.8 percentage points from 1990. Among recent
immigrants, however, the low-income rate rose
by 4.6 points to 32.8% in 2000. In contrast, the
low-income rate among all other individuals was
virtually unchanged in Toronto.

In Vancouver, the low-income rate rose
by 3.3 percentage points to 19.1% in 2000. Among
recent immigrants, however, the low-income
rate rose 10.7 points to 37.4%. In contrast, the
low-income rate among all other individuals increased
only 0.7 points to 15.4%.

Among Aboriginal people in metropolitan
areas, 41.6% were living in low income, more than
double the national average for metropolitan areas.

Metropolitan areas have widely varying
compositions of Aboriginal people and immigrants.
Consequently, the composition of the low-income
population varies widely from city to city.

In Winnipeg, Regina and Saskatoon, Aboriginal
people represented more than 20% of the low-income
population. In Toronto and Vancouver, a small portion of
the low-income population consisted of Aboriginal
people. On the other hand, recent immigrants
comprised much larger shares in these cities: 32.0% in
Toronto and 32.6% in Vancouver.

Three groups more likely to live in low-income
neighbourhoods

The three groups—recent immigrants, Aboriginal
people and lone-parent families—were more likely than
other groups to live in low-income neighbourhoods.

In 2000, 11.7% of Aboriginal people lived in
low-income neighbourhoods, as did 9.7% of recent
immigrants and 8.7% of lone-parent family members.
Among residents of all metropolitan areas, only 4.4%
lived in low-income neighbourhoods.

Recent immigrants comprised a large and rising
proportion of residents of low-income neighbourhoods
in many metropolitan areas. In Toronto, the share of
residents of low-income neighbourhoods who were
recent immigrants rose from 24.4% in 1980 to 39.1%
in 2000. In Montréal, this share went from 7.8%
to 19.4%.

Aboriginal people comprised a large and rising
proportion of residents of low-income neighbourhoods
in metropolitan areas with large Aboriginal populations,
such as Winnipeg and Edmonton. In Winnipeg, the
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share of residents of low-income neighbourhoods
who were Aboriginal people rose from 24.5%
in 1995 to 30.8% in 2000.

Low-income families received more from
government transfers

In 2000, people in low income who lived in
metropolitan areas received a smaller share of their
income from earnings, and more from government
transfers than their counterparts two decades earlier.

Among individuals in low income in 2000, 51.1%
of their income came from transfers, compared with
only 42.7% in 1980. This indicates an important change
in the source of income for low-income persons.

Definitions, data sources and methods: survey
number 3901.

The first research paper in the new series Trends
and Conditions in Census Metropolitan Areas, Low
Income in Census Metropolitan Areas, 1980 to 2000
(89-613-MIE2004001, free), is now available online. To
access the series, go to the home page, select Studies
on the left sidebar, then under Browse periodical and
series, choose Free and for sale. Under Series, select
Trends and Conditions in CMAs. Profiles of 12 CMAs
are also available online.

For further information, or to enquire about the
concepts, methods or data quality of this release,
contact the Media Relations Hot Line (613-951-4636).
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OTHER RELEASES

Farm product prices
February 2004

Prices received by farmers in February for grains,
oilseeds, specialty crops, fruits, vegetables, cattle, hogs,
poultry, eggs and dairy products are now available.

In February, the Quebec feeder calf price
at $62.84 per hundredweight was down 21% from
January 2004 and well below the February 2003 price
of $107.93. The Canadian cattle sector came to a virtual
halt on May 20, 2003 when a cow in Alberta tested
positive for bovine spongiform encephalopathy (BSE or
mad cow disease). The loss of crucial export markets
resulted in an oversupply which depressed prices.

The February canola price in Alberta
was $366.42 per metric tonne, up 4% from January’s
price but still 2% below the February 2003 price
of $372.41.

Definitions, data sources and methods: survey
number 3436.

For more information, or to enquire about the
concepts, methods or data quality of this release, contact
Gail-Ann Breese (204-983-3445; fax: 204-983-7543;
gail-ann.breese@statcan.ca), Agriculture Division.

Natural gas liquids and liquefied petroleum
gases
September 2003

Data on the supply and demand for natural gas liquids
and liquefied petroleum gases for September are now
available.

Available on CANSIM: table 132-0001.

For more information, or to enquire about
the concepts, methods or data quality of this
release, contact the dissemination officer
(1-866-873-8789; 613-951-9497; energ@statcan.ca),
Manufacturing, Construction and Energy Division.
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Trends and Conditions in Census Metropolitan
Areas: Low income in Census Metropolitan
Areas, 1980 to 2000, no. 1
Catalogue number 89-613-MIE2004001
(free).

All prices are in Canadian dollars and exclude sales
tax. Additional shipping charges apply for delivery
outside Canada.

Catalogue numbers with an -XIB or an -XIE extension
are Internet versions; those with -XMB or -XME are
microfiche; -XPB or -XPE are paper versions; -XDB or
–XDE are electronic versions on diskette and -XCB or
–XCE are electronic versions on compact disc.

How to order products

Order products by phone:
Please refer to the • Title • Catalogue number • Volume number • Issue number • Your VISA or MasterCard number.

In Canada and the United States call: 1-800-267-6677
From other countries call: 1-613-951-7277
To fax your order: 1-877-287-4369
Address changes or account inquiries: 1-800-700-1033

To order a product by mail write: Statistics Canada, Circulation Management, Dissemination Division, Ottawa, K1A 0T6.
Include a cheque or money order payable to Receiver General of Canada/Publications. Canadian customers
add 7% GST and applicable PST.

To order by Internet: write to infostats@statcan.ca or download an electronic version by accessing Statistics Canada’s
website (www.statcan.ca). From the Our products and services page, under Browse our Internet publications, choose For sale.

Authorized agents and bookstores also carry Statistics Canada’s catalogued publications.

Statistics Canada’s official release bulletin

Catalogue 11-001-XIE.

Published each working day by the Communications Division, Statistics Canada,
10-H, R.H. Coats Bldg., Tunney’s Pasture, Ottawa, Ontario K1A 0T6.

To access The Daily on the Internet, visit our site at http://www.statcan.ca. To receive The
Daily each morning by e-mail, send an e-mail message to listproc@statcan.ca. Leave the
subject line blank. In the body of the message, type "subscribe daily firstname lastname".

Published by authority of the Minister responsible for Statistics Canada. © Minister of Industry,
2004. Citation in newsprint, magazine, radio, and television reporting is permitted subject to
the requirement that Statistics Canada is acknowledged as the source. Any other reproduction
is permitted subject to the requirement that Statistics Canada is acknowledged as the
source on all copies as follows: Statistics Canada, The Daily, catalogue 11-001-XIE, along
with date and page references.

6 Statistics Canada - Cat. no. 11-001-XIE


	toc
	Low income in census metropolitan areas
	Note to readers
	Farm product prices
	Natural gas liquids and liquefied petroleum gases


