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MAJOR RELEASES

• New Motor Vehicle Sales, April 2004 3
The number of new motor vehicles sold increased for the fourth consecutive month in April.
Sales advanced 2.6% compared with March, reaching the highest level of unit sales in the last
eight months.

• Youth Smoking Survey, 2002 6
Between 1994 and 2002, the rate of smoking among Canadian youth in Grades 5 to 9 declined by
more than half. However, girls are smoking slightly more than boys, and young people are still
ignoring the warnings on cigarette packages about hazards to their health.

(continued on page 2)

Perspectives on Labour and Income
Summer 2004

The Summer 2004 issue of Perspectives on Labour and Income contains
six articles. The "Minimum wage workers" article describes those people
who work for minimum wage and the jobs they occupy. The "Permanent
layoff rates" article examines separations and hirings during the 1980s
and 1990s. "Sidelined in the labour market" traces long-term unemployment
between 1976 and 2003. "Low-income among immigrants and visible
minorities" looks at the prevalence of low income among these groups.
"Low income in census metropolitan areas" examines income from an urban
perspective, revealing which groups are vulnerable in different regions of
the country. Finally, "Income replacement among widows" looks at the
financial situation of widows in the year before and after the death of their
husbands. All these articles have previously appeared in online editions of
Perspectives. Also included is a section describing how working parents
handle the issue of child care.

The Summer 2004 issue of Perspectives on Labour and Income, Vol. 16,
no. 2 (75-001-XPE, $20/$63) is now available. See How to order products.

For more information, contact Henry Pold (613-951-4608; henry.pold@statcan.ca), Labour and Household
Surveys Analysis Division.
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MAJOR RELEASES

New Motor Vehicle Sales
April 2004

The number of new motor vehicles sold increased for the
fourth consecutive month in April. Sales advanced 2.6%
compared with March, reaching the highest level of
unit sales (137,719) in the last eight months. About
two-thirds of the increase came from the sale of new
passenger cars.
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According to preliminary figures from the auto
industry, the number of new motor vehicles sold
dropped 3.9% in May, with most of the decrease
attributable to passenger cars.

Strong consumer demand in the January to April
period has seen sales climb back from the steep decline
observed in the latter half of 2003. During the first part
of 2003, sales fluctuated considerably while falling off
from 2002’s record levels. This followed a period of
sustained growth in 2001.

Job growth, incentives favour strong sales

Certain indicators pointed to a renewal of consumer
confidence and a strengthening new motor vehicle
market. For example, an estimated 56,000 new full-time
jobs were created in April, interest rates remained
at historic lows, and auto makers continued to offer
generous incentives. Deals included interest free loans,

Note to readers

All data in this release are seasonally adjusted unless otherwise
indicated. Seasonally adjusted provincial data back to
January 1991 are available on CANSIM.

Passenger cars include those used for personal and
commercial purposes, such as taxis or rental cars. Trucks
include minivans, sport-utility vehicles, light and heavy trucks,
vans and buses.

North American-built new motor vehicles include vehicles
manufactured or assembled in Canada, the United States or
Mexico. All other new motor vehicles are considered to have
been manufactured overseas.

For reasons of confidentiality, data for Yukon, the Northwest
Territories and Nunavut are included with those for British
Columbia.

subsidized loan rates, and thousands of dollars in cash
rebates on some models.

In particular, passenger car sales benefited in
April, with sales up 3.2% compared with March. North
American-built vehicle sales benefited the most, with
a 3.9% increase for the month. Overseas-built car sales,
while still up, posted a smaller gain.

Truck sales increased in April as well (+2.0%),
although not to the same extent as those of passenger
cars. Truck sales have been generally closing the gap
with passenger car sales over the past year and a half.
Trucks include minivans, sport-utility vehicles, light and
heavy trucks, vans and buses.

Passenger car and truck sales both rose in the
first four months of 2004, following a period of sharp
declines in the second half of 2003. Passenger car
sales felt the downward tug first, starting to decline in
the fall of 2002. Trucks did not show the same weakness
until more recently. Despite significant volatility, truck
sales remained stable on the whole until the fall of 2003.
Previously, sales of both categories of vehicles reached
record levels in 2002, following an upward movement
that began at the start of 2001.

Sales up across the country

Every province benefited from increased new motor
vehicle sales in April. Quebec, Ontario and Manitoba all
posted their fourth consecutive advances in sales. This
was good news for these provinces as sales had been
generally trending downwards for each of them since the
end of 2002.

In percentage terms, sales advanced the most in
Prince Edward Island (+22.7%), followed by Manitoba
(+9.4%). April’s advance marked the second time
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in three months that Prince Edward Island has seen
double-digit sales increases.

Nova Scotia and the region formed by British
Columbia and the Territories were the only provinces
with very small gains in April. However, both provinces
had seen growth in excess of 10% in the previous
month.

Available on CANSIM: tables 079-0001 and 079-0002.

Definitions, data sources and methods: survey
number 2402.

The April 2004 issue of New Motor Vehicle Sales
(63-007-XIB, $14/$133) will soon be available.

Data on new motor vehicle sales for May 2004 will
be released on July 15.

For general information or to order data, contact
Client Services (1-877-421-3067; 613-951-3549;
retailinfo@statcan.ca). To enquire about the concepts,
methods or data quality of this release, contact
Elton Cryderman (613-951-0669), Distributive Trades
Division.
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New motor vehicle sales
April
2003

March
2004r

April
2004p

April
2003

to
April
2004

March
to

April
2004

seasonally adjusted

number of vehicles % change

New motor vehicles 134,081 134,217 137,719 2.7 2.6
Passenger cars 71,876 68,365 70,556 -1.8 3.2

North American1 50,318 47,349 49,195 -2.2 3.9
Overseas 21,558 21,016 21,361 -0.9 1.6

Trucks, vans and buses 62,205 65,852 67,164 8.0 2.0
New motor vehicles

Newfoundland and Labrador 2,077 1,839 1,877 -9.6 2.1
Prince Edward Island 381 379 465 22.0 22.7
Nova Scotia 3,750 3,852 3,858 2.9 0.2
New Brunswick 3,008 2,889 2,965 -1.4 2.6
Quebec 34,980 35,692 35,902 2.6 0.6
Ontario 52,876 51,101 53,506 1.2 4.7
Manitoba 3,871 3,817 4,176 7.9 9.4
Saskatchewan 3,139 3,247 3,375 7.5 3.9
Alberta 15,644 16,149 16,324 4.3 1.1
British Columbia2 14,353 15,252 15,271 6.4 0.1

April 2003 March 2004 April 2004p April 2003 to April 2004

unadjusted

number of vehicles % change

New motor vehicles 152,967 149,624 160,246 4.8
Passenger cars 86,793 75,550 86,641 -0.2

North American1 59,729 52,775 59,271 -0.8
Overseas 27,064 22,775 27,370 1.1

Trucks, vans and buses 66,174 74,074 73,605 11.2
New motor vehicles

Newfoundland and Labrador 2,742 2,019 2,383 -13.1
Prince Edward Island 415 355 524 26.3
Nova Scotia 4,826 4,231 5,061 4.9
New Brunswick 3,707 3,380 3,687 -0.5
Quebec 43,846 41,818 45,878 4.6
Ontario 57,409 57,244 59,184 3.1
Manitoba 4,107 3,932 4,661 13.5
Saskatchewan 3,457 3,463 3,784 9.5
Alberta 17,415 17,027 18,502 6.2
British Columbia2 15,043 16,155 16,582 10.2

r Revised figures.
p Preliminary figures.
1. Manufactured or assembled in Canada, the United States or Mexico.
2. Includes Yukon, the Northwest Territories and Nunavut .
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Youth Smoking Survey
2002

Between 1994 and 2002, the rate of smoking among
Canadian youths in Grades 5 to 9 declined by more
than half, according to new data from the Youth Smoking
Survey.

However, girls are smoking slightly more than boys,
and young people are still ignoring the warnings on
cigarette packages about hazards to their health. In
addition, the majority of Grade 7 to 9 smokers had tried
either marijuana or alcohol.

The survey found that in 2002, just under 3% of
youths in Grades 5 to 9, or an estimated 54,000 youths,
reported that they were current smokers. That is, they
smoked cigarettes in the past 30 days and have smoked
more than 100 cigarettes in their lifetime. This compares
with 7% in the same grade levels eight years earlier.

Almost 6 out of every 10 of the young people who
smoked in 2002 indicated that they did so on a daily
basis.

Since 1994, the rate of current smoking has declined
by about the same amount for both boys and girls. But
the rate among girls continues to be slightly higher
than boys in terms of both current and experimental
smoking. More than one-half (56%) of current smokers
in 2002 were girls, virtually the same proportion as
in 1994.

Smoking rates down in all the provinces

As in 1994, Quebec’s current smoking rate in 2002,
about 6%, was the highest of all the provinces. More
than half (55%) of all young people who smoked lived in
Quebec.

However, rates for current smoking declined in
all provinces. The largest decrease was in Ontario,
followed by Alberta and British Columbia.

In terms of experimental smoking, British Columbia,
Saskatchewan and Ontario showed the largest decline.
An experimental smoker is one who has smoked at least
one cigarette, but fewer than 100 in his or her lifetime,
and smoked in the past 30 days.

The proportion of young people who were
experimental smokers decreased from 7% to 4%
between 1994 and 2002. As in the case of current
smokers, the largest number of experimental smokers
lived in Quebec in 2002.

The rate of current smoking increased with grade
level, with the bulk of current smokers in Grades 7 to 9.

Note to readers

Statistics Canada conducted the first Youth Smoking Survey
in 1994 on behalf of Health Canada. It was repeated in the fall
of 2002.

About 19,000 children in 955 classes randomly selected from
schools across the 10 provinces participated in the survey. They
represent over 2 million students in Grades 5 to 9 most of whom
are 10 to 14 years old.

The children completed a paper questionnaire at school
under the direction of a Statistics Canada interviewer.

Schools on Indian reserves and military bases, as well as
special schools and schools in remote areas, were excluded.

While the survey focussed on cigarette smoking, for
Grades 7 to 9 it also included questions on alcohol and drugs.

Current smokers made up only 2% of the student
population in Grade 7, and 4% in Grade 8. However,
this proportion rose to 8% in Grade 9. The pattern was
similar among experimental smokers.

Almost two-thirds (64%) of young people reported
that peer pressure was one of the main reasons for
starting smoking. Indeed, having close friends who
smoke seemed to go along with reported smoking
behaviour.

The number of close friends who smoked was higher
for both experimental and current smokers than for those
who have never tried smoking.
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Most smoking youth have parents who smoke

Over two-thirds of current smokers reported that
their father or mother smoked. In contrast, only about
one-third of children who had never tried smoking
reported that either parent smoked. In addition, parents
were the usual source of cigarettes for 18% of current
smokers.

Nearly 60% of all smokers reported that they
obtained their cigarettes from social sources, that is,
siblings, parents, or family members, or they bought
them from a friend or someone else.

Most students reported having been taught at school
about the negative consequences of smoking, and listed
various health problems that can occur after years of
smoking.

The vast majority (91%) of current smokers reported
having seen warnings printed on cigarette packages,
and nearly 75% reported that they believed these
warnings.

However, only about one-third of current smokers
were inclined to agree with the presence of such health
warnings on cigarette packages, compared with 83% of
those who never tried smoking.

School performance lower among smokers

The survey found an apparent relationship between
school performance and smoking behaviour.

Only 12% of current smokers rated themselves as
doing better than average in school compared with their
classmates, in contrast to 40% of students who never
tried smoking.

And while 28% of current smokers considered
themselves to be below-average students, among those
who never tried smoking, only 6% rated themselves that
low.

In addition, fewer current smokers indicated that
they read for fun than those who had never tried smoking
in 2002.

For example, 40% of current smokers indicate that
they almost never read for fun, compared with 13% of
children who never tried a cigarette.

Majority of smokers have tried marijuana
and alcohol

The survey also looked at the use of alcohol and
marijuana among students in Grades 7 to 9. Of all youth
who were either current or experimental smokers, 75%
had tried marijuana. Among those who had never tried
smoking cigarettes, only 3% had ever tried marijuana.

The use of alcohol among current or experimental
smokers was also higher than that for youth who had
never tried smoking cigarettes.

For those who were either currently smoking or had
experimented with cigarettes, 92% had tried alcohol,
compared with 40% of youth that had never smoked.

More information regarding the smoking behaviours
of youths will be available in the release entitled
Canadian Community Health Survey: A First Look that
will appear in The Daily on June 15, 2004.

Definitions, data sources and methods: survey
number 4401.

For information on the public-use
microdata file, contact Client Services
(1-800-461-9050; 613-951-3321; fax: 613-951-4527;
ssd@statcan.ca), Special Surveys Division.

For more information about the survey results, or
to enquire about the concepts, methods or data quality
of this release, contact Margot Geduld (613-957-1588),
Health Canada, or visit the Tobacco Control Programme
website (www.gosmokefree.ca).
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OTHER RELEASES

Dairy statistics
April 2004 (preliminary)

Consumers purchased 262 500 kilolitres of milk and
cream in April 2004, up 3% from April 2003.

Definitions, data sources and methods: survey
numbers, including related surveys, 3430, 3431 and
3432.

The second quarter 2004 issue of The Dairy Review
(23-001-XIB, $29/$96) will be available in August 2004.

For more information, contact Anna Michalowska
(1-800-465-1991; 613-951-2442; fax: 613-951-3868),
Agriculture Division.

Industrial Chemicals and Synthetic Resins
April 2004

Data on industrial chemicals and synthetic resins for
April are now available.

Available on CANSIM: table 303-0014.

Definitions, data sources and methods: survey
number 2183.

The April 2004 issue of Industrial Chemicals and
Synthetic Resins, Vol. 47, no. 4 (46-002-XIE, $6/$51) is
now available. See How to order products.

For more information, or to enquire about the
concepts, methods or data quality of this release,
contact the dissemination officer (1-866-873-8789;
613-951-9497; manufact@statcan.ca), Manufacturing,
Construction and Energy Division.

Steel pipe and tubing
April 2004

Data on production and shipments of steel pipe and
tubing for April are now available.

Available on CANSIM: table 303-0003.

Definitions, data sources and methods: survey
number 2105.

The April 2004 issue Production and Shipments
of Steel Pipe and Tubing, Vol. 28, no. 4 (41-011-XIB,
$6/$51) is now available. See How to order products.

For more information, or to enquire about the
concepts, methods or data quality of this release,
contact the dissemination officer (1-866-873-8789;
613-951-9497; manufact@statcan.ca), Manufacturing,
Construction and Energy Division.
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NEW PRODUCTS

Production and Shipments of Steel Pipe and Tubing,
April 2004, Vol. 28, no. 4
Catalogue number 41-011-XIB ($6/$51).

Industrial Chemicals and Synthetic Resins,
April 2004, Vol. 47, no. 4
Catalogue number 46-002-XIE ($6/$51).

Exports by Country, January to March 2004, Vol. 61,
no. 1
Catalogue number 65-003-XMB ($67/$221).

Exports by Country, January to March 2004, Vol. 61,
no. 1
Catalogue number 65-003-XPB ($133/$441).

Perspectives on Labour and Income, Summer 2004,
Vol. 16, no. 2
Catalogue number 75-001-XPE ($20/$63).

All prices are in Canadian dollars and exclude sales
tax. Additional shipping charges apply for delivery
outside Canada.

Catalogue numbers with an -XIB or an -XIE extension
are Internet versions; those with -XMB or -XME are
microfiche; -XPB or -XPE are paper versions; -XDB or
–XDE are electronic versions on diskette and -XCB or
–XCE are electronic versions on compact disc.

How to order products

Order products by phone:
Please refer to the • Title • Catalogue number • Volume number • Issue number • Your VISA or MasterCard number.

In Canada and the United States call: 1-800-267-6677
From other countries call: 1-613-951-7277
To fax your order: 1-877-287-4369
Address changes or account inquiries: 1-800-700-1033

To order a product by mail write: Statistics Canada, Circulation Management, Dissemination Division, Ottawa, K1A 0T6.
Include a cheque or money order payable to Receiver General of Canada/Publications. Canadian customers
add 7% GST and applicable PST.

To order by Internet: write to infostats@statcan.ca or download an electronic version by accessing Statistics Canada’s
website (www.statcan.ca). From the Our products and services page, under Browse our Internet publications, choose For sale.

Authorized agents and bookstores also carry Statistics Canada’s catalogued publications.
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Statistics Canada’s official release bulletin

Catalogue 11-001-XIE.

Published each working day by the Communications Division, Statistics Canada,
10-H, R.H. Coats Bldg., Tunney’s Pasture, Ottawa, Ontario K1A 0T6.

To access The Daily on the Internet, visit our site at http://www.statcan.ca. To receive The
Daily each morning by e-mail, send an e-mail message to listproc@statcan.ca. Leave the
subject line blank. In the body of the message, type "subscribe daily firstname lastname".

Published by authority of the Minister responsible for Statistics Canada. © Minister of Industry,
2004. Citation in newsprint, magazine, radio, and television reporting is permitted subject to
the requirement that Statistics Canada is acknowledged as the source. Any other reproduction
is permitted subject to the requirement that Statistics Canada is acknowledged as the
source on all copies as follows: Statistics Canada, The Daily, catalogue 11-001-XIE, along
with date and page references.
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