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MAJOR RELEASES

Family violence: Demonstration
study of sentencing outcomes
2004

Family members convicted of most forms of violent
crimes against spouses, children and seniors were less
likely than other violent offenders to get a prison term,
according to a demonstration analysis of police and
court records from 1997/98 to 2001/2002.

For the first time, the 2004 edition of the report
Family Violence in Canada compares sentences in
violent cases involving a family member with sentences
in cases that did not involve a family member. The
study focussed on 18 urban areas in four provinces:
Newfoundland and Labrador, Ontario, Saskatchewan
and Alberta.

According to records from 1997/98 to 2001/02,
judges handed down prison terms in 19% of convicted
cases of spousal violence. In contrast, they incarcerated
about 29% of offenders who were convicted of other
violent offences.

Although the difference in incarceration rates
between spouses and other offenders became smaller
when looking at specific violent offences, spouses were
still less likely to receive prison terms for almost all
types of violent crimes. The one exception to this was
criminal harassment, also known as stalking. Of those
convicted of criminal harassment, one-third of spouses
received a prison term, compared with one-quarter of
offenders who were not convicted of spousal violence.

Sentencing in single-conviction cases of spousal
violence and non-spousal violence1

Prison
term

Conditional
sentence

Probation Other

% of total cases

Spousal violence
Sexual assault 28 24 48 0
Major assault 32 5 61 3
Common assault 17 1 74 8
Uttering threats 18 2 76 4
Criminal harassment 32 8 58 3
Other violent offences 46 10 41 2
Total 19 2 72 7

Non-spousal violence
Sexual assault 36 15 43 6
Major assault 36 5 47 12
Common assault 21 1 58 19
Uttering threats 25 1 64 9
Criminal harassment 26 5 67 1
Other violent offences 72 7 18 2
Total 29 4 53 14

Note: Percentages may not equal 100% due to rounding.
1. This demonstration study excludes all cases with multiple victims.

Note to readers

This release is based on the 2004 issue of Family Violence
in Canada: A Statistical Profile, funded by the Federal Family
Violence Initiative.

The purpose of the demonstration study was to add to
the understanding of the criminal justice response, namely
the court’s response, to the issue of family violence, which
includes spousal violence, child abuse, and violence against
senior family members. To achieve this goal, it was necessary
to link police and court records, resulting in the successful
linkage of 18 urban areas in four provinces. This subset is
non-representative.

The linked police and court file provides data on cases with
both single and multiple convictions. However, the sentencing
analysis is limited to single conviction cases in order to directly
relate a sentence to an offence.

With the exception of Alberta, data from superior courts
were not available. The absence of these data results in an
undercounting of guilty cases, particularly for homicide cases in
the jurisdictions included in the demonstration study.

This study also examines the prevalence and nature of
spousal violence, family violence against children and youth,
family violence against seniors, and family homicide.

Family members convicted of physical violence
against children received less harsh sentences,
compared with cases that did not involve family
members. But the opposite was true in convicted cases
of sexual assault. Family members convicted of sexually
assaulting children received harsher sentences than
others convicted of sexually assaulting a child to whom
they were unrelated. Further, parents convicted of
sexually assaulting their children were more likely than
other family members to receive a prison sentence.

Family members convicted of violence against a
senior aged 65 years and older were also less likely to
be incarcerated. However, this difference can be largely
explained by the fact that non-family members were
convicted of more serious violent crimes.

The differences in incarceration rates between
family and non-family members may be attributed to
aggravating and mitigating factors taken into account
at sentencing, which could not be measured in the
current study. Some examples of these factors include
past criminal history, the impact of the sentence on the
family, and the wishes of the victim.

Third of convicted cases involved spousal violence

In the 18 urban centres for which data were
available, adult criminal courts processed nearly
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47,000 cases of violent crime between 1997/98 and
2001/02 in which convictions were recorded.
Of these, 35% involved spouses. The next
most-common convictions were those involving friends
or acquaintances (32%), followed by strangers (21%)
and other family members (8%). The relationship of the
victim to the offender was unknown in 4% of convicted
cases.

Among the cases of spousal violence involving a
single conviction, 92% involved male spousal offenders.

Overall, the two most-common sanctions for violent
crimes against spouses and non-spouses were prison
and probation. Together, they accounted for 91% of the
most serious sentences imposed on spouses and 82%
of those imposed on people who were not spouses.

Convictions in violent cases involving spouses
resulted in prison in 19% of cases, compared with 29%
of those cases that did not involve a spouse. The
likelihood of a prison sentence tended to increase
with the seriousness of the violent offence. For
example, spouses convicted of major assault had
an incarceration rate almost double that for spouses
convicted of common assault.

Probation was by far the most-common sanction in
cases of spousal violence (72%). Probation was less
common among violent offenders who were not spouses
(53%).

As with non-spousal violence, men convicted of
spousal violence received harsher sentences than did
women. This was the case across a range of violent
crimes, including convictions for common assault, major
assault, uttering threats, and criminal harassment.

Individuals most likely to receive prison in
convictions of spousal violence were typically men,
who were estranged from their partner, and under the
age of 25. Spouses who inflicted major physical injury
or death were much more likely than other spouses to
receive a prison sentence.

Individuals convicted of sexually abusing
their children receive harsher sentences
than other offenders

According to the police and court files
in the subset of 18 urban centres studied,
between 1997/98 and 2001/02, there were more
than 4,000 convicted cases of assault against children
and youth under the age of 18.

Men were implicated in 84% of convicted cases
of assaults against children and youth. About 4 out
of every 10 convicted men were family members of
the child victim, compared with 5 out of 10 convicted
women.

Family members convicted of a single violent offence
against children and youth were less likely to receive

a prison sentence. About 15% of convicted family
members got a prison term, compared with 28% of
convicted offenders who were friends or acquaintances
and 23% who were strangers. Much of the difference
in incarceration rates was restricted to convictions for
physical assault.

In sexual assault cases against children, family
members tended to receive more severe sentences
than those who were not family members. Almost half
(47%) of family members convicted of sexual offences
against children and youth received a prison sentence,
compared with 39% of non-family members.

Among family violence cases, judges were more
likely to impose a prison sentence when the victim was
a girl and the convicted offender was a man. This may
be explained by the finding that girls were more likely
than boys to be victims of sexual assault and that men
were more likely the perpetrator of sexual offences.

In addition, family violence cases involving children
under three years of age, the most vulnerable to major
physical injury, were most likely to result in a prison
sentence.

For both physical and sexual assault convictions
involving children, the prison term imposed on convicted
family members tended to be longer than for individuals
who were not family members.

Family members less likely than other offenders
to receive prison for violence against seniors

Police and court records in the 18 urban centres
in the study included just over 700 convicted cases of
assaults against seniors aged 65 years and older. The
convicted perpetrators of this form of violence were
equally as likely to be family members of the victim or
non-family members.

For those cases with a conviction for a single violent
offence, prison sentences were more common among
convicted offenders who were not family members (36%)
than among family members (22%).

This difference occurred primarily because
offenders who were not family members were more
likely than family members to be convicted of more
serious types of offences. When examining the
likelihood of incarceration by offence, the difference
between the two types of offenders was much smaller.
While family members were less likely to receive a term
of imprisonment for the major assault of seniors, they
were equally as likely as other offenders to get prison
for common assault.

Charges laid in 8 out of 10 incidents of spousal
violence against women

According to 2002 data from a subset of 94 police
services representing 56% of the national volume
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of crime, charges were laid in 8 of 10 episodes
of spousal violence against women, compared
with 7 in 10 episodes against men. The most frequently
occurring charge in spousal violence incidents was
common assault (63% of charges), followed by major
assault (assault levels 2 and 3) (13%), uttering threats
(12%), criminal harassment (7%), sexual assault (2%),
and other violent offences (3%).

While common assault was the most frequent
charge for both current and ex-spouses, current
spouses were much more likely to be charged with this
crime (73% versus 43%). A large proportion (45%)
of crimes committed by ex-spouses involved uttering
threats and criminal harassment (stalking).

Rates of spousal violence have dropped
in 2001 and 2002, following a steady increase
between 1998 and 2000. Although rates for female
victims are on average over five times higher than those
for males, trends in spousal violence are similar for both
male and female spousal victims.

Murder–suicides occur in a third of spousal
homicides against women

According to homicide data,
between 1993 and 2002, 31% of males
who killed their spouses also committed suicide
compared with 3% of female spouses.

In 61% of chargeable cases, the murder of a
female spouse resulted in the most serious charge
of first-degree murder. According to the Criminal
Code, first-degree murder involves homicides that were
planned and deliberate, or were caused by the accused

committing or attempting to commit another serious
crime, such as sexual assault.

In contrast, the murder of a male spouse resulted
in first-degree murder charges 32% of the time. The
majority, about 56%, resulted in a second-degree
murder charges.

Data also show that between 1993 and 2002 women
were four times as likely as men to be killed by their
spouse. The risk was also higher among younger
women, and among common-law spouses.

For both women and men, annual rates of spousal
homicide have declined by about one-half during
the past three decades. The homicide rate for
women dropped from 16.5 per million married women
in 1974 to 8.1 in 2002, while the rate for men decreased
from 4.4 to 2.0 spousal homicides per million married
men.

Definitions, data sources and methods: survey
numbers, including related surveys, 3302, 3312,
3315 and 4504.

The 2004 edition of Family Violence in Canada: A
Statistical Profile (85-224-XIE, free) is now available
online. From the Our products and services page,
under Browse our Internet publications, choose
Free, then Justice. A hard copy is also available
from the National Clearinghouse on Family Violence
(1-800-267-1291; 613-957-2938).

For more information, or to enquire about the
concepts, methods or data quality of this release, contact
Client Services (1-800-387-2231; 613-951-9023),
Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics.
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General Social Survey: Social
engagement
2003

Over the course of their lives, Canadians engage in
many types of civic and social activities that play a vital
role in the health and vitality of the nation. Preliminary
findings of a new report show a positive relationship
between the various dimensions of this “social capital”
and the satisfaction people derive in their lives.

This report provides comprehensive information
from the 2003 General Social Survey (GSS)
on Social Engagement, which covered just
under 25,000 Canadians aged 15 years and older. It
was designed to further understanding by shedding
light on the many ways in which Canadians engage in
civic and social life.

Some of the civic and social activities that
Canadians engage in include donating their time and
money to charity; becoming members of organizations;
voting in elections and engaging in other political
activities; attending religious services; and establishing
social networks with friends, neighbours, co-workers
and acquaintances.

This “social capital” has attracted the interest of
researchers and policy-makers. Many of them wish to
develop a better understanding of how social networks
and norms of trust and reciprocity may contribute
positively to individual and social outcomes.

It was in this environment that the 2003 GSS
on social engagement was developed. This survey
collected comprehensive information on a wide range
of activities in which Canadians are engaged.

Information was collected on Canadians’ social
contacts with family, friends and neighbours; their
involvement in formal organizations, political activities
and religious services; their level of trust in people and
in public institutions; and their sense of belonging to
Canada, their province and their community.

More research is necessary in order to explore this
relationship between social engagement and well-being.
However, preliminary findings show that people who
derive their highest sense of satisfaction from life are
those who describe their sense of community as very
strong, those who are involved in one or more groups
or organizations, and those who express confidence in
their public institutions.

Organizational involvement: Six in 10 people
belong to a group

The majority (61%) of Canadians belonged to at
least one group or organization. Sports and recreational
organizations, such as hockey leagues, health clubs or

golf clubs, were reported most often. They were followed
by unions and professional associations; cultural,
education or hobby groups (such as book clubs);
religious-affiliated groups (such as church choirs);
and school, neighbourhood or community-associated
groups. About 8% of Canadians belonged to a service
club or fraternal organization.

GSS respondents were asked if they had
participated in specific types of political activities
during the year prior to the survey. About 28% of
Canadians reported that they had signed a petition,
while 26% had searched for information on a political
issue. About one-fifth had attended a public meeting.
Similarly, about one-fifth had boycotted or chosen a
product for ethical reasons. About 13% had expressed
their views on an issue by contacting a newspaper or
a politician, while 6% had participated in a march or
demonstration.

The survey found that the higher an individual’s level
of education and household income, the more likely he
or she is to get involved in an organization or participate
in political activities.

While most Canadians attached importance to
religious and spiritual beliefs, far fewer were regular
participants at religious services. Just under one-third
(30%) had attended religious services or meetings at
least once a month in the year prior to the survey. About
one-quarter had attended services at least once or a
few times during the year.

Social contacts: Four in 10 had extensive
contacts in their neighbourhood

In addition to networks maintained with family and
friends, Canadians have ties to the neighbourhoods in
which they live.

More than one-quarter (27%) of Canadians said
they knew most of the people in their neighbourhood,
while 16% said they knew many of them. Combining
these two categories, 43% of Canadians had fairly
extensive contacts in their immediate neighbourhood.

The GSS confirmed the image of small towns
as places where people are most neighbourly. Most
individuals who lived in rural or small town areas
(69%) said they knew many or most of the people in
their neighbourhood. This was more than twice the
proportion of 33% in Canada’s largest cities.

There was also a correlation between the type of
dwelling in which people live and the extent to which
they know their neighbours. In census metropolitan
areas, 51% of those residing in single detached homes
knew most or many of the people in their neighbourhood.
This was the case for only 28% of people who lived in
apartments.
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Strong sense of belonging to Canada,
provinces and community

Individuals who responded to the 2003 GSS were
asked a series of questions about their sense of
belonging to Canada, their province and their local
community.

The vast majority, about 85%, described their sense
of belonging to Canada as "very strong" or "somewhat
strong." In contrast, 13% described their feelings as
"somewhat weak" or "very weak."

The majority of respondents also said they felt a very
strong or somewhat strong sense of belonging to their
province and their local community, although such views
were less prevalent than they were at the national level.

Feelings of belonging varied with demographics.
For example, very strong feelings were more prevalent
among older individuals than younger.

Outside Quebec, differences from
province-to-province in feelings of belonging were
modest. About 87% of people in British Columbia
described their sense of belonging to Canada as very
strong or somewhat strong, which was the lowest
proportion. The highest proportion, 95%, was in Prince
Edward Island.

Such views were less prevalent in Quebec than
elsewhere. Still, three-quarters (74%) of Quebeckers
described their sense of belonging to the country as
either very strong or somewhat strong.

The survey asked respondents about the level of
confidence they had in nine selected public institutions.
Canadians ranked the police and local businesses
highest, and the federal Parliament and the welfare
system lowest.

Four out of every five Canadians (82%) had a
"great deal’ or "quite a lot" of confidence in the police.
Only 43% had the same level of confidence in the
federal Parliament, and only 41% in the welfare system.

About two-thirds of Canadians said they had strong
confidence in banks (68%), the health care system
(67%) and the school system (65%), while about 57%
said they had confidence in the justice system.

Trust: Four in 10 said people can’t be too careful

In recent years, there has been considerable
interest among researchers in the level of trust within

countries and regions. Economists, for example, have
been interested in determining if economic growth is
associated with the level of trust that citizens have in
one another.

Overall, only 53% of Canadians said that
generally-speaking, people can be trusted. About 43%
said that one cannot be too careful in dealing with
people. Women and men had comparable views in this
respect, as did individuals in different age groups.

Individuals with higher levels of educational
attainment and those living in households with higher
incomes were more likely than others to say that
generally, people can be trusted.

For example, two-thirds of people with a university
degree and with household income of $80,000 or more
felt people could be trusted. This was a much higher
proportion than among people who had less than a high
school education and incomes of less than $20,000. Of
these people, only 4 in 10 felt people could be trusted.

Provincially, a relatively small share of Quebec
residents felt people can be trusted. Just over one-third
(35%) felt this way, while this view was expressed by
more than 60% of individuals in Newfoundland and
Labrador, Prince Edward Island, Nova Scotia and in all
provinces west of Ontario.

It is interesting to note that individuals in Quebec
were less likely to express trust in other individuals, but
more likely to express confidence in institutions.

Definitions, data sources and methods: survey
number 5024

The report 2003 General Social Survey on Social
Engagement, Cycle 17: An Overview of Findings
(89-598-XIE, free) is now available online. From the Our
products and services page, under Browse our Internet
publications, choose Free, then Social conditions.

For more information, or to enquire about the
concepts, methods or data quality of this release, contact
Grant Schellenberg (613-951-9580), Demography
Division.
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OTHER RELEASES

Total income of farm families
2001

For the second consecutive year, the average total
income of farm families recorded its largest gain
in 10 years, according to data from personal income tax
returns for 2001.

Farm families saw a strong 9.7% increase in average
total income to reach $72,674. The gain was the result of
a 14.8% increase in average net farm-operating income
(before depreciation) and a 7.8% rise in average off-farm
income. Net farm-operating income increased for the
second straight year, rebounding from annual declines
during the late 1990s.

Net farm-operating income was buoyed by higher
program payments and insurance proceeds, which
resulted from poor growing conditions and increased
payments from various income disaster programs.

Net farm-operating income was also supported by
gains in livestock and product revenues, as cattle and
hog markets remained strong, and by a jump in net
cash advances (including any Canadian Wheat Board
payments reported on statement). The rise in average
off-farm income was again largely driven by a surge in
labour income.

Families specializing in potato farming enjoyed a
robust 20.8% growth in average total income in 2001.
This put their average total income at almost $88,000,
well above the average total income of all farm families.
The increase was largely the result of a 35.8% surge
in average net farm-operating income. The jump
in average net farm-operating income was largely
explained by higher revenues from program payments
and insurance proceeds and higher revenues from
potato sales in the wake of increased marketings and
prices.

Families running poultry and egg farms saw the
next largest percentage gain (+16.8%) in average total
income. Their average total income of $92,991 was the
highest for the fifth year in a row.

Families specializing in oilseed and grain farming,
and in greenhouse, nursery and floriculture production
also outperformed the national growth of 9.7%.

Only families operating low-income farms made less
money in 2001. Owing to a decline in their average net
farm-operating income, these families saw their average
total income fall to $15,124, down 8.2% from 2000. In
this past decade, it was the first time that these families
had to rely totally on non-farming activities as their
source of income.

In 2001, families operating very large
business-focussed farms with revenues
of $500,000 and over recorded the largest increase,
with average total income of $133,068, up 11.0%. The
only others to exceed the national growth of 9.7%
were families operating large- and medium-sized
business-focussed farms. Families in both groups
registered an average growth of 10.7%.

Off-farm income of all farm families accounted
for 72.2% of total income in 2001, down from 73.5%
the year before. This income includes employment,
investment and pension income, government social
transfers, child tax payments and the like.

The biggest decline in this proportion occurred for
families operating small business-focussed farms. Their
share of off-farm income fell from 90.5% to 87.1%, more
than three percentage points.

Definitions, data sources and methods: survey
number 3447

The publication Farm and Off-Farm Income
Statistics, 2001 (21-019-XIE, free) is available online.
From the Our products and services pages, under
Browse our Internet publications, choose Free, then
Agriculture.

For custom data requests, contact Client Services
(1-800-465-1991; agriculture@statcan.ca). For more
information, or to enquire about the concepts,
methods or data quality of this release, contact
Lina Di Piétro (613-951-3171; fax: 613-951-3868;
lina.dipietro@statcan.ca), or Sylvana Beaulieu
(613-951-5268; sylvana.beaulieu@statcan.ca),
Agriculture Division.
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Average total income of farm families, by type of farm
Number

of
families

Total
off-farm
income1

Net
farm-operating

income2

Total
income

2000
to

2001
$ % change

Poultry and egg production 1,780 48,126 44,866 92,991 16.8
Potato farming 810 47,469 40,428 87,897 20.8
Oilseed and grain farming 52,810 56,897 23,621 80,518 13.5
Hog and pig farming 3,680 37,579 42,517 80,096 9.1
Dairy cattle and milk production 12,260 25,252 52,968 78,220 5.3
Other crop farming 11,330 57,193 11,622 68,815 5.7
Other animal production 8,640 72,759 -4,312 68,448 6.9
Fruit and tree nut farming 3,550 60,051 6,932 66,982 8.8
Greenhouse, nursery and floriculture production 2,180 47,659 17,325 64,984 11.8
Beef cattle ranching and farming, including

feedlots 49,550 51,330 12,987 64,318 7.5
Other vegetable (except potato) and melon

farming 1,970 42,615 16,415 59,030 7.4

Total 148,560 52,489 20,185 72,674 9.7

1. Excluding taxable capital gains.
2. Before capital cost allowance.

Average total income of farm families, by typology

Number
of

families

Total
off-farm
income1

Net
farm-operating

income2

Total
income

2000
to

2001
$ % change

Business-focussed farms 74 940 43,931 33,092 77,023 11.9
Small farms 12,440 34,463 5,107 39,571 3.0
Medium farms 17,580 63,165 13,446 76,611 10.7
Large farms 40,640 38,454 44,286 82,740 10.7
Very large farms 4,290 44,431 88,637 133,068 11.0

Non-business-focussed farms 73,620 61,202 7,044 68,246 7.3
Pension farms 36,950 47,905 15,720 63,625 7.4
Lifestyle farms 26,630 96,880 -2,180 94,701 1.0
Low-income farms 10,050 15,541 -417 15,124 -8.2

Total 148,560 52,489 20,185 72,674 9.7

1. Excluding taxable capital gains.
2. Before capital cost allowance.

Production of eggs and poultry
May 2004 (preliminary)

Egg production, was estimated at 45.6 million dozen in
May, down 6.4% from May 2003.

Poultry meat production reached 87.2 million
kilograms in May, down 7.8% from May 2003.

Available on CANSIM: tables 003-0022, 003-0038 and
003-0039.

Definitions, data sources and methods: survey
numbers, including related surveys, 3424, 3425 and
5039.

The May 2004 issue of Production of Eggs
(23-003-XIB, free) will soon be available.

For further information, or to enquire about
the concepts, methods or data quality of this
release, contact Sandy Gielfeldt (613-951-2505;
sandy.gielfeldt@statcan.ca) or Barbara Bowen
(613-951-3716; barbara.bowen@statcan.ca),
Agriculture Division.
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