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Releases

Shelters for abused women
2003/04

Nearly one-third of all women who had sought temporary
accommodation in a shelter for abused women on
April 14, 2004 had stayed there at some time during the
past, according to a new report.

On this date, there were 3,274 women
and 2,835 children in such shelters, 82% of them
were escaping abuse. The remaining women and
children were there for other reasons such as housing,
addictions and mental health issues.

Of all women who had stayed in shelters
previously, 40% had been there once in the previous
year, 38% had been there two to four times, and
about 1 in 10 had been to the facility five times or more
during the previous year.

The largest proportion of women staying in shelters,
just over one-third, were between 25 and 34 years old.

The report is based on data from the Transition
Home Survey, a biennial census of residential facilities
that provide shelter to female victims of domestic
violence. The survey provided information on the
facilities and their services for the full year between
April 1, 2003 and March 31, 2004, as well as a
one-day snapshot of activities and clients served on
April 14, 2004.

During the year-long period, admissions
to 473 shelters, largely for reasons of abuse,
totalled 95,326 — 58,486 women and 36,840 children.
Total annual admissions for 2003/04 were down 7%
from the previous survey two years earlier, and 11%
lower from the total in 1997/98.

However, the declines were due largely to
decreases in annual admissions of children, which
were down 12% from 2001/02 and 21% lower compared
with 1997/98. Annual admissions for women declined
by about 3% from 2001/02 following a 3% decrease
from 1997/98 to 2001/02.

On snapshot day, one-fifth or 93 of all shelters
referred 221 women and 112 children elsewhere. About
two-thirds of these shelters reported referring women
and children elsewhere because the shelter was full, a
decline from previous years. Other reasons for turning
away people included drug and alcohol issues, mental
health issues or because the person was on a caution
or "non-admit" list.

Note to readers

This release is based on the Juristat, "Canada’s Shelters
for Abused Women, 2003/04", that presents results from the
biennial Transition Home Survey (THS).

The THS is a census of all residential facilities that provide
shelter primarily to female victims of domestic violence. For
the 2003/04 THS, 543 shelters were contacted and responses
were received from 473 or 87%. Separate questionnaires were
completed for facilities that had multiple types of residences
under the same name or address.

The THS was developed under the federal government’s
Family Violence Initiative in consultation with provincial/territorial
governments and transition home associations. The objectives
of the survey are to collect information on residential services for
abused women and their children during the previous 12 months
of operation, as well as to provide a one-day snapshot of the
clients being served on a specific day.

Trend analysis is based on time-series data from the THS
Trend File, which includes only facilities that consistently
reported to the survey each year from 1997/98 to 2003/04.
Therefore, information from the THS Trend File is based on a
subset of 332 shelters.

Snapshot day: 5,000 women and children stayed
in shelters to escape abuse

According to the one-day survey snapshot, taken
on April 14, 2004, of the 6,109 women and children
residing in shelters, about 5,000 had escaped an
abusive situation representing about three-quarters of
all women residing in shelters. Women also turned
to shelters for other reasons such as problems with
housing, addictions and mental health.

The vast majority of the women staying in shelters to
escape abuse were fleeing psychological or emotional
abuse. Almost 7 out of 10 reported physical abuse, 50%
threats, 46% financial abuse, 31% harassment and 27%
sexual abuse.

Two-thirds of women fleeing domestic violence went
to shelters to escape the abuse of a current spouse or
common-law partner and 1 in 10 to escape an abusive
ex-spouse or ex-partner. Women were also fleeing
abuse from relatives (6%), current or former dating
partners (5%), and others such as a friend, caregiver or
authority figure (4%). For a small percentage of abused
women the relationship to their abuser was unknown.

Survey data indicate that more women are seeking
temporary accommodation in shelters for reasons other
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than abuse. These include housing problems, drug and
alcohol addiction, and mental health issues.

While the number of women seeking shelter to
escape abuse was virtually unchanged from 1998, the
number in shelters for other reasons increased 11%.

Women using shelters for reasons other than to
escape abuse constituted about one-quarter (24%)
of shelter residents. Over two-thirds of these women
sought shelter because they were unable to find
affordable housing.

Seven out of 10 women with parenting
responsibilities brought their children with them to
shelters. Children accounted for about half of shelter
residents and two-thirds of these children were under
the age of 10.

About one in three abused women in shelters on
snapshot day had reported their most recent abusive
incident to police.

Nearly two-thirds of women leaving shelters did
not plan to return to their spouse or partner

Among women who left such shelters on snapshot
day, only 1 in 10 planned to return to their spouse or
common-law partner.

Nearly two-thirds of women did not intend to return to
their spouse or partner. It was unknown where a quarter
of the departing women intended to reside.
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Shift in the types of shelters providing refuge
to abused women and their children

Between April 1, 2003 and March 31, 2004, there
were 543 known shelters in Canada providing residential
services to abused women and their children. While
transition homes still constituted the majority of shelters
providing refuge to women fleeing domestic violence,
emergency-type facilities formed a growing proportion of
shelters serving abused women.

More than half of the 473 facilities reporting to
the survey during this year were transition homes.
About one-fifth were second-stage houses and another
one-fifth were emergency-type shelters (including
women’s emergency centres and general emergency
shelters).

The remainder included other types of facilities
such as safe home networks, Rural Family Violence
Prevention Centres (Alberta), Interim Housing
(Manitoba), and Family Violence Resource Centres
(Ontario).

Of all shelters reporting to the survey 31, or
about 7%, were located on a reserve. Less than
half of these shelters were transition homes and over
one-third were emergency-type facilities. About one in
six on-reserve shelters were second-stage houses.

On snapshot day, there were 170 women and
children in shelters on reserves, representing nearly 3%
of all shelter residents. About 8 out of 10 (135) of these
women and children staying in on-reserve shelters were
fleeing abuse.

The majority of shelters offered the following
in-house services to women residents: advocacy,
individual short-term counselling, and housing referral.
Services to former residents and non-resident women
in need of assistance often included: crisis telephone
lines, individual short-term counselling and advocacy.

Almost 5% of shelters offered in-house treatment or
counselling services to non-resident, abusive partners
and more than one-in-three shelters referred partners to
other agencies for counselling.

Overall, 4% of shelters had policies that permitted
the admission of adult men. Between April 1, 2003 and
March 31, 2004, 47 men were admitted to shelters for
abuse and 9 out of 10 of these men stayed in shelters to
escape domestic violence related abuse.
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Available on CANSIM: tables 256-0013 to 256-0017.

Definitions, data sources and methods: survey
number 3328.

The Juristat: Canada’s Shelters for Abused
Women, 2003/04, Vol. 25, no. 3 (85-002-XIE, $9/$75;
85-002-XPE, $11/$100) is now available. See How
to order products. The product Transition Homes
in Canada: National, Provincial and Territorial Fact

Sheets, 2003/04 (85-404-XIE, free) is now available
online. From the Our products and services page,
choose Free publications, then Justice.

For more information, or to enquire about
concepts, methods or data quality of this
release, contact Information and Client Services
(1-800-387-2231; 613-951-9023), Canadian Centre for
Justice Statistics.
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New motor vehicle sales
April 2005

The number of new motor vehicles sold in April
grew 1.6%, bringing sales to their second highest level
since September 2003. This increase follows a 4.1%
decline in March and a 12.0% surge in February.
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In all, dealers sold 139,003 new vehicles in
April, 2,204 units more than in March. This increase
was attributable to both passenger cars and trucks
(which include minivans, sport-utility vehicles, light and
heavy trucks, vans and buses).

April’s increase occurred in an economic
environment sending out contradictory signals. On
the one hand, the price of gasoline was rising and the
confidence index showed that consumers were less
enthusiastic about buying big-ticket items. On the other
hand, some automakers continued to offer incentives
and the labour market registered a modest increase in
the number of jobs.

On the basis of preliminary figures obtained from the
auto industry, the number of new motor vehicles sold in
May fell approximately 6%. May’s decline was mainly
attributable to weak sales of passenger cars.

New motor vehicle sales remained relatively stable
throughout 2004, except for a string of increases at
the start of the year. Previously, sales showed sizable
fluctuations in the first half of 2003, and then went
through a period of steep declines.

Note to readers

All data in this release are seasonally adjusted.

Passenger cars include those used for personal and
commercial purposes, such as taxis or rental cars. Trucks
include minivans, sport-utility vehicles, light and heavy trucks,
vans and buses.

North American-built new motor vehicles include vehicles
manufactured or assembled in Canada, the United States or
Mexico. All other new motor vehicles are considered to have
been manufactured overseas.

Vehicles built by transplant automakers are vehicles built
or assembled in North America by foreign automakers that have
established themselves here.

For reasons of confidentiality, data for Yukon, the Northwest
Territories and Nunavut are included with those for British
Columbia.

The New Motor Vehicle Sales Survey is compiled on the
basis of figures obtained from motor vehicle manufacturers and
importers. These results may vary from those obtained directly
from auto dealers, due to possible differences in record keeping.

Slowly but surely, trucks gaining market share

Even though sales of cars and trucks grew at the
same pace in April, trucks have been steadily gaining
market share since 2002.

New truck sales, which grew 1.7% in April
to 66,380 units, captured 48.3% of all new vehicle
sales in the first four months of the year, up from 47.9%
in 2004, 46.8% in 2003 and 46.1% in 2002.

In April, 72,623 new passenger cars were sold,
up 1.5% compared to March. This increase was mainly
attributable to North American-built passenger cars,
which advanced 1.9%, while sales of overseas-built
cars edged up 0.5%. Even so, this was a second
consecutive gain for overseas-built cars whereas sales
of North American-built cars fell in March.

Sales of both passenger cars and trucks registered
sizable gains at the start of 2004. After that, they
remained relatively stable, in contrast with the steep
declines in the second half of 2003.

Provincial sales up, except in most
Western provinces

In April, new motor vehicle sales increased in all
provinces except Saskatchewan, Manitoba and British
Columbia (including the territories).

Among the provinces that posted gains in April,
Alberta (+5.4%) and Ontario (+2.1%) accounted for
more than 90% of the national increase (+2,204 units).
New motor vehicle sales increased in Newfoundland
and Labrador for the third consecutive month.
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Available on CANSIM: tables 079-0001 and 079-0002.

Definitions, data sources and methods: survey
number 2402.

The April 2005 issue of New Motor Vehicle Sales
(63-007-XIE, $14/$133) will be available soon.

Data on new motor vehicle sales for May will be
released on July 15.

For general information or to order data, contact
Client Services (1-877-421-3067; 613-951-3549;
retailinfo@statcan.ca). To enquire about the concepts,
methods or data quality of this release, contact Clérance
Kimanyi (613-951-6363), Distributive Trades Division.

New motor vehicle sales

April
2004

March
2005r

April
2005p

April
2004

to
April
2005

March
to

April
2005

seasonally adjusted

number of vehicles % change

New motor vehicles 136,145 136,799 139,003 2.1 1.6
Passenger cars 70,787 71,550 72,623 2.6 1.5

North American1 47,142 50,146 51,106 8.4 1.9
Overseas 23,645 21,404 21,517 -9.0 0.5

Trucks, vans and buses 65,358 65,249 66,380 1.6 1.7

New motor vehicles
Newfoundland and Labrador 1,908 2,138 2,169 13.7 1.4
Prince Edward Island 443 391 417 -5.9 6.6
Nova Scotia 3,904 3,826 3,960 1.4 3.5
New Brunswick 2,822 2,826 2,929 3.8 3.6
Quebec 35,025 35,028 35,302 0.8 0.8
Ontario 52,465 51,320 52,392 -0.1 2.1
Manitoba 4,099 3,985 3,906 -4.7 -2.0
Saskatchewan 3,394 3,439 3,349 -1.3 -2.6
Alberta 16,526 17,744 18,708 13.2 5.4
British Columbia2 15,560 16,103 15,871 2.0 -1.4

April 2004 March 2005r April 2005p April 2004 to April 2005

unadjusted

number of vehicles % change

New motor vehicles 160,195 148,296 167,441 4.5
Passenger cars 86,641 76,197 91,395 5.5

North American1 56,417 54,630 62,166 10.2
Overseas 30,224 21,567 29,229 -3.3

Trucks, vans and buses 73,554 72,099 76,046 3.4

New motor vehicles
Newfoundland and Labrador 2,383 2,339 2,872 20.5
Prince Edward Island 524 346 510 -2.7
Nova Scotia 5,007 3,773 5,592 11.7
New Brunswick 3,690 3,312 3,755 1.8
Quebec 45,878 40,377 45,583 -0.6
Ontario 59,184 56,244 59,703 0.9
Manitoba 4,661 4,154 4,647 -0.3
Saskatchewan 3,784 3,390 4,193 10.8
Alberta 18,502 18,460 22,193 19.9
British Columbia2 16,582 15,901 18,393 10.9

r Revised.
p Preliminary figures.
1. Manufactured or assembled in Canada, the United States or Mexico.
2. Includes Yukon, the Northwest Territories and Nunavut.
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Agriculture value added account
2004

The value of agricultural production rose 1.8% in 2004.
Among the major factors that contributed to the value
were the sales of agricultural products, program
payments and the value of inventory change.

The sales of agricultural products rose
to $38.2 billion in 2004, after falling almost 10%
in 2003. The 2004 level remained slightly over
the previous five-year average (1999 to 2003).
However, 2002 and 2003 were years where the
consequences of back-to-back droughts and the
closure of the US border to live cattle exports were
strongly felt, which weighed down the five-year average.

The increase in 2004 was mainly due to the sale of
agricultural products to other sectors, which grew 6.9%
to $31.6 billion. Higher revenues for crops and hogs
in particular pushed sales up. For hogs, the jump was
due largely to higher revenue from domestic slaughter.
Hog prices strengthened throughout 2004 as a result
of robust exports and strong domestic demand. For
crops, production of grains and oilseeds returned to
more normal levels in 2003 following two consecutive
droughts in Western Canada (2001 and 2002). This
contributed to substantially higher deliveries for most
major crops between January and June 2004 and higher
Canadian Wheat Board payments.

Program payments reached a record $4.9 billion
in 2004. Payments remained well above the previous
five-year average of $3.4 billion. Canadian farmers
received over $1.1 billion through BSE-related programs
in 2004. Withdrawals from the government portion of
the Net Income Stabilization Account reached record
levels in 2004 as farmers withdrew $934 million from
their government accounts. The Canadian Agricultural
Income Stabilization program, implemented in 2004,
delivered $777 million.

The value of inventory change increased
by $1.5 billion. Back-to-back droughts in Western
Canada sharply curtailed farm grain and oilseed
inventories by the end of 2002. Consequently,
the return to more normal production levels
in 2003 and 2004 helped farmers to increase inventories.
In the same way, the BSE crisis forced producers to
keep their livestock on the farm, causing an increase in
inventories.

As a result, the total value of agricultural production
edged up to $47.1 billion. All provinces except New
Brunswick and Manitoba recorded increases in the total
value of agricultural production.

This series does not include data on depreciation
which are available from the publication Farm Operating

Expenses and Depreciation Charges — Agriculture
Economic Statistics (21-012-XIE, free).

Net value added, which is the value of production
minus expenses on input, business taxes and
depreciation, increased 8.4% to $11.0 billion in 2004.

Available on CANSIM: table 002-0004.

Definitions, data sources and methods: survey
number 5030.

The publication Agriculture Value Added Account
— Agriculture Economic Statistics, June 2005, Vol. 4,
no. 1 (21-017-XIE, free) is now available online. From
the Our products and services page, under Browse our
Internet publications, choose Free, then Agriculture.

For more information, or to enquire about the
concepts, methods or data quality of this release, contact
Marco Morin (613-951-2074; marco.morin@statcan.ca),
Agriculture Division.

Balance sheet of the agricultural sector at
December 31
2004

Farm liabilities at the end of 2004 were up 4.9%
to $44.9 billion from 2003. This represented the 11th

consecutive annual increase. Current liabilities
increased 8.1% while long-term liabilities were 4.0%
higher compared with a year earlier.

Farm sector equity in Canada edged up
to $183.4 billion in 2004, as both assets and liabilities
increased. The value of farm real estate continued the
steady growth started in 1988 with a 1.8% advance
in 2004, and was the main contributor to the increase
in assets.

The debt-to-asset ratio increased for the ninth
consecutive year to 19.7% in 2004. This ratio, which
measures the dependence of farm businesses on debt,
reached a new record for the 1981 to 2004 period,
edging up from 19.0% in 2003. The lowest ratio (12.4%)
occurred in 1981.

After reaching its lowest level since 1981 in 2003,
the current assets-to-current liabilities ratio edged up
to 1.981 in 2004. The lower levels recorded in the past
two years mean that operators within the agriculture
sector had a lower ability to pay short-term debts
compared to the 1981 to 2002 period.

The interest coverage ratio, which indicates the
ability to pay interest charges and to protect creditors
from interest payment default, reached 3.176 — the
highest level since 1996 and well above the previous
10-year average (1994 to 2003).
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Available on CANSIM: table 002-0020.

Definitions, data sources and methods: survey
number 5029.

The publication Balance Sheet of the Agricultural
Sector — Agriculture Economic Statistics, June 2005,
Vol. 4, no. 1 (21-016-XIE, free) is now available online.
From the Our products and services page, under Browse
our Internet publications, choose Free, then Agriculture.

For more information, or to enquire about the
concepts, methods or data quality of this release, contact
Marco Morin (613-951-2074; marco.morin@statcan.ca),
Agriculture Division.

Farm business cash flows
2004

After declines of 7.1% in 2002 and 28.1% in 2003,
cash income rose to $8.1 billion in 2004 led by a 7.0%
jump in the sales of primary agricultural products. The
crop and hog sectors posted the biggest increase in
sales. Despite the increase in 2004, the level of cash
income was only slightly above the previous five-year
average (1999 to 2003). The cattle sector, which was
also facing a very difficult period in 2004 because of the
BSE situation, saw a small decrease from 2003.

The amount of cash available for
investment or withdrawal also increased 20.5%
from 2003 to $10.0 billion. However, it remained 2.5%
below the previous five-year average which was
weighted down by difficult years in 2002 and 2003.

Cash available to producers was expanded through
borrowing resulting in a net change in loans outstanding
reaching $1.8 billion in 2004.

All provinces recorded increases in cash income,
except Prince Edward Island, where a substantial
decline in potato prices led to a 6.9% drop in the
sales of primary production. Alberta had the largest
increase in 2004 after posting the largest decline
in 2003 due to the combined effects of BSE and
droughts in 2001 and 2002.

This series does not include data on depreciation
which are available from the publication Farm Operating
Expenses and Depreciation Charges — Agriculture
Economic Statistics (21-012-XIE, free).

Available on CANSIM: table 002-0023.

Definitions, data sources and methods: survey
number 5031.

The publication Farm Business Cash Flows —
Agriculture Economic Statistics, June 2005, Vol. 4,
no. 1 (21-018-XIE, free) is now available online. From
the Our products and services page, under Browse our
Internet publications, choose Free, then Agriculture.

For more information, or to enquire about the
concepts, methods or data quality of this release, contact
Marco Morin (613-951-2074; marco.morin@statcan.ca),
Agriculture Division.

Industrial chemicals and synthetic resins
April 2005

Data on industrial chemicals and synthetic resins are
now available for April.

Available on CANSIM: table 303-0014.

Definitions, data sources and methods: survey
number 2183.

The April 2005 issue of Industrial Chemicals and
Synthetic Resins, Vol. 48, no. 4 (46-002-XIE, $6/$51) is
now available. See How to order our products.

For more information, or to enquire about the
concepts, methods or data quality of this release,
contact the dissemination officer (1-866-873-8789;
613-951-9497; manufact@statcan.ca), Manufacturing,
Construction and Energy Division.

Refined petroleum products
April 2005 (preliminary)

Data on the production, inventories and domestic sales
of refined petroleum products are now available for
April. Other selected data about these products are
also available.

Definitions, data sources and methods: survey
number 2150.

For more information or to enquire about
the concepts, methods or data quality of this
release, contact the dissemination officer
(613-951-9497; 1-866-873-8789; energy@statcan.ca),
Manufacturing, Construction and Energy Division.
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New products

Industrial Chemicals and Synthetic Resins,
April 2005, Vol. 48, no. 4
Catalogue number 46-002-XIE ($6/$51).

Industry Price Indexes, April 2005, Vol. 31, no. 4
Catalogue number 62-011-XIE ($19/$175).

Industry Price Indexes, April 2005, Vol. 31, no. 4
Catalogue number 62-011-XPE ($24/$233).

Balance Sheet of the Agricultural Sector:
Agriculture Economic Statistics, June 2005, Vol. 4,
no. 1
Catalogue number 21-016-XIE
(free).

Agriculture Value Added Account: Agriculture
Economic Statistics, June 2005, Vol. 4, no. 1
Catalogue number 21-017-XIE
(free).

Farm Business Cash Flows: Agriculture Economic
Statistics, June 2005, Vol. 4, no. 1
Catalogue number 21-018-XIE
(free).

Juristat, Vol. 25, no. 3
Catalogue number 85-002-XIE ($9/$75).

Juristat, Vol. 25, no. 3
Catalogue number 85-002-XPE ($11/$100).

Transition Homes in Canada: National, Provincial
and Territorial Fact Sheets, 2003/04
Catalogue number 85-404-XIE
(free).

All prices are in Canadian dollars and exclude sales
tax. Additional shipping charges apply for delivery
outside Canada.

Catalogue numbers with an -XWE, -XIB or an -XIE
extension are Internet versions; those with -XMB or
-XME are microfiche; -XPB or -XPE are paper versions;
-XDB or –XDE are electronic versions on diskette and
-XCB or –XCE are electronic versions on compact disc.

How to order products

To order by phone, please refer to:
• The title • The catalogue number • The volume number • The issue number • Your credit card number.

From Canada and the United States, call: 1-800-267-6677
From other countries, call: 1-613-951-7277
To fax your order, call: 1-877-287-4369
For address changes or account inquiries, call: 1-800-700-1033

To order by mail, write to: Statistics Canada, Circulation Management, Dissemination Division, Ottawa, K1A 0T6.
Include a cheque or money order payable to Receiver General of Canada/Publications. Canadian customers
add 7% GST and applicable PST.

To order by Internet, write to: infostats@statcan.ca or download an electronic version by accessing Statistics Canada’s
website (www.statcan.ca). From the Our products and services page, under Browse our Internet publications, choose For sale.

Authorized agents and bookstores also carry Statistics Canada’s catalogued publications.
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Published each working day by the Communications Division, Statistics Canada,
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the requirement that Statistics Canada is acknowledged as the source. Any other reproduction
is permitted subject to the requirement that Statistics Canada is acknowledged as the
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with date and page references.

10 Statistics Canada - Cat. no. 11-001-XIE


	toc
	Shelters for abused women
	Note to readers
	New motor vehicle sales
	Note to readers
	Agriculture value added account
	Balance sheet of the agricultural sector at December€31
	Farm business cash flows
	Industrial chemicals and synthetic resins
	Refined petroleum products


