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Releases

Readmission to Saskatchewan
correctional services among
Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal
adults
1999/2000 to 2003/2004

Aboriginal people are over-represented in
Saskatchewan’s adult correctional system. Among
those released in 1999/2000, Aboriginal adults were
more likely than non-Aboriginal adults to be readmitted
to Saskatchewan’s correctional system within four
years following release, according to a new study.

Between April 1, 1999 and March 31, 2004,
about 25,000 adults had completed at least one
continuous period of supervision in Saskatchewan
correctional services. Of these individuals, 57%
were Aboriginal people. According to census data,
only 10% of the province’s adult population in 2001 was
Aboriginal.

Aboriginal involvement in Saskatchewan
correctional services most pronounced for
young Aboriginal adults

In Saskatchewan, 5.2% of all Aboriginal adults were
involved in provincial correctional services compared
to 0.3% of non-Aboriginal adults. Among young
Aboriginal adults aged 18 to 19 years of age, the
proportion was 13%.

For the purpose of this report, one involvement in
correctional services is defined as a continuous period of
supervision. This supervision includes adults sentenced
to a period of custody of less than two years, those held
in custody on remand or other temporary detention,
and adults on probation, conditional sentences, bail
supervision and other community correctional programs.

According to the study, Aboriginal people under
the supervision of Saskatchewan’s correctional service
system were younger, had a lower level of education
and poorer employment records than non-Aboriginal
people. They were also more likely to be identified as
having substance abuse, attitude, family and marital,
social interaction and employment problems.

For example, 20% of Aboriginal adults involved
in Saskatchewan corrections had only primary school
education, well above the proportion of only 8% among
non-Aboriginal adults. Further, fully 90% of Aboriginal
adults were identified as having a substance abuse
problem compared with 67% of non-Aboriginal adults.

Note to readers

This release is based on the Juristat: Returning to Correctional
Services after Release: A Profile of Aboriginal and
non-Aboriginal Adults Involved in Saskatchewan Correction
from 1999/00 to 2003/04.

This study is the first analyzing data from the new Integrated
Correctional Services Survey (ICSS), which is currently being
implemented by the Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics in
jurisdictions across Canada. The ICSS will create a longitudinal
data base of the case histories of all people involved in provincial,
territorial and federal correctional services.

The study provides data on the characteristics and outcome
profiles of the adult correctional population in Saskatchewan
between 1999/00 and 2003/04.

Case histories are examined in relation to such concepts as
the history of correctional supervision, breaches of conditional
release and characteristics of offenders, such as education
levels. The survey will be updated on an annual basis.

Women represented 19% of the Aboriginal
correctional population, almost double their proportion
in the non-Aboriginal correctional population (10%) in
Saskatchewan.

Rates of re-involvement in correctional services
higher for Aboriginal people

Aboriginal people were more likely than
non-Aboriginal people to return to the correctional
system in Saskatchewan within four years of release.

About 58% of Aboriginal people who were released
between April 1, 1999 and March 31, 2000 were
readmitted within four years. This was twice the
proportion among non-Aboriginal people (28%).

Among both Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal returns
to correctional services, approximately one-half
occurred within the first year of release.

Aboriginal men were the most likely to be readmitted
within four years of release, with 61% readmitted.
Further, 41% of Aboriginal women returned within four
years, a higher proportion than that of non-Aboriginal
men (29%), and twice the proportion of non-Aboriginal
women (19%).

Aboriginal adults were also more likely to
have a larger number of re-involvements in the
Saskatchewan correctional system than non-Aboriginal
persons. About 9% of Aboriginal adults had three
re-involvements, three times the proportion among
non-Aboriginal adults. Aboriginal adults were five times
more likely to be re-involved four or more times.
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Number of re-involvements with correctional
services within four years of release, Saskatchewan

Total Aboriginal Non-Aboriginal
Number % Number % Number %

None 2,993 54.5 1,455 42.3 1,242 72.1
One 1,071 19.5 756 22.0 283 16.4
Two 655 11.9 544 15.8 106 6.2
Three 375 6.8 322 9.4 53 3.1
Four or more 402 7.3 363 10.6 38 2.2

Note: Total includes cases where Aboriginal identity was unknown.

Numerous factors influence the likelihood
of repeat involvement

Problem areas that can relate to criminal behaviour
include substance abuse, social interaction, personal
and emotional problems, and family and marital
problems. In general, the more problem areas identified,
the higher the chances of repeat involvement.

For example, among adults with five to six (out
of six) problem areas identified, 69% returned to
correctional services compared to 24% with zero or
one problem areas identified. Number of problem
areas identified was found to be related to repeat
involvement for both Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal
adults. However, Aboriginal adults had, on average,
more needs identified.

The offence type associated with the highest rate of
re-involvement in the Saskatchewan correctional system
was robbery. Two-thirds of offenders whose most
serious offence was robbery returned to correctional
services within four years of release. Those least likely
to be re-involved were offenders who had a fraud (31%)
or a drug offence (32%) as their most serious offence.

Percent returned to correctional services
within four years of release, by most serious
offence, Saskatchewan

%
Robbery 66.9
Break and enter 54.8
Serious violent offences1 54.8
Other federal statutes2 54.3
Theft and possession of stolen

property 52.5
Offences against the administration

of justice 49.7
Other violent offences3 47.4
Common assault 43.4
Other criminal code offences

(excluding traffic) 42.1
Sexual offences4 40.3
Criminal code: Traffic offences 35.9
Other property offences 35.2
Drug offences 32.2
Prov./terr./municipal

offences/bylaws 31.9
Fraud 31.3

1. Includes homicide, attempted murder and major (non-sexual) assault.
2. Includes other federal statutes such as Income Tax Act and Firearms Act.
3. Includes utter threats, criminal harassment, and other crimes against the

person.
4. Includes sexual assault (all levels) and other sexual offences.

Definitions, data sources and methods: survey
number 3306.

The Juristat: Returning to Correctional
Services after Release: A Profile of Aboriginal and
non-Aboriginal Adults Involved in Saskatchewan
Corrections from 1999/00 to 2003/04, Vol. 25,
no. 2 (85-002-XIE20050028411, $9/$75;
85-002-XPE20050028411, $11/$100) is now available.
See How to order products.

For more information or to enquire about the
concepts, methods or data quality of this release,
please contact Information and Client Services
(1-800-387-2231; 613-951-9023; fax: 613-951-6615),
Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics.
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British Columbia Aboriginal Labour Force
Survey
April 2004 to April 2005

Data from the British Columbia Aboriginal Labour Force
Survey are now available for April 2004 to April 2005.
This project is sponsored by the province of British
Columbia to provide timely and reliable information on
labour market conditions of Aboriginal peoples in British
Columbia living off-reserve.

On June 13, Statistics Canada will release analysis
and tables describing in more detail the labour market
conditions for off-reserve Aboriginal people in all four
western-most provinces. Such data were previously
available only from the census.

Definitions, data sources and methods: survey
number 3701.

For more information about the concepts, methods
or data quality of this release, contact Geoff Bowlby
(613-951-3325; geoff.bowlby@statcan.ca), Labour
Statistics Division or Anne Kittredge (250-387-0374;
anne.kittredge@gov.bc.ca), British Columbia STATS.

Steel primary forms, weekly data
Week ending May 28, 2005 (preliminary)

Steel primary forms production for the week ending
May 28 totalled 292 948 metric tonnes, down 3.0%
from 302 118 tonnes a week earlier and down 10.0%
from 325 426 tonnes in the same week of 2004.

The year-to-date total as of May 28 was
6 517 271 tonnes, down 1.7% from 6 632 165 tonnes
in the same period of 2004.

Definitions, data sources and methods: survey
number 2131.

For more information, or to enquire about the
concepts, methods or data quality of this release,
contact the dissemination officer (1-866-873-8789;
613-951-9497; manufact@statcan.ca), Manufacturing,
Construction and Energy Division.

Natural gas transportation and distribution
January 2005

Data on natural gas transportation and distribution for
January are now available.

Available on CANSIM: tables 129-0001 to 129-0004.

Definitions, data sources and methods: survey
number 2149.

For more information, to order data or to enquire
about the concepts, methods or data quality of
this release, contact the dissemination officer
(1-866-873-8789; 613-951-9497; energ@statcan.ca),
Manufacturing, Construction and Energy Division.

Construction type plywood
March 2005

Data on construction type plywood for March are now
available.

Available on CANSIM: tables 303-0056 and 303-0057.

Definitions, data sources and methods: survey
number 2138.

For more information, or to enquire about the
concepts, methods or data quality of this release,
contact the dissemination officer (1-866-873-8789;
613-951-9497; manufact@statcan.ca), Manufacturing,
Construction and Energy Division.

Asphalt roofing
April 2005

Data on asphalt roofing for April are now available.

Available on CANSIM: table 303-0052.

Definitions, data sources and methods: survey
number 2123.

For more information, or to enquire about the
concepts, methods or data quality of this release,
contact the dissemination officer (1-866-873-8789;
613-951-9497; manufact@statcan.ca), Manufacturing,
Construction and Energy Division.
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New products

Broadcasting and Telecommunications, Vol. 35,
no. 2
Catalogue number 56-001-XIE ($11/$35).

Canadian Foreign Post Indexes, June 2005
Catalogue number 62-013-XIE
(free).

Employment, Earnings and Hours, March 2005,
Vol. 83, no. 3
Catalogue number 72-002-XIB ($26/$257).

Juristat: Returning to Correctional Services after
Release: A Profile of Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal
Adults Involved in Saskatchewan Corrections
from 1999/00 to 2003/04, Vol. 25, no. 2
Catalogue number 85-002-XIE20050028411 ($9/$75).

Juristat: Returning to Correctional Services after
Release: A Profile of Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal
Adults Involved in Saskatchewan Corrections
from 1999/00 to 2003/04, Vol. 25, no. 2
Catalogue number 85-002-XPE20050028411
($11/$100).

All prices are in Canadian dollars and exclude sales
tax. Additional shipping charges apply for delivery
outside Canada.

Catalogue numbers with an -XWE, -XIB or an -XIE
extension are Internet versions; those with -XMB or
-XME are microfiche; -XPB or -XPE are paper versions;
-XDB or –XDE are electronic versions on diskette and
-XCB or –XCE are electronic versions on compact disc.

How to order products

To order by phone, please refer to:
• The title • The catalogue number • The volume number • The issue number • Your credit card number.

From Canada and the United States, call: 1-800-267-6677
From other countries, call: 1-613-951-7277
To fax your order, call: 1-877-287-4369
For address changes or account inquiries, call: 1-800-700-1033

To order by mail, write to: Statistics Canada, Circulation Management, Dissemination Division, Ottawa, K1A 0T6.
Include a cheque or money order payable to Receiver General of Canada/Publications. Canadian customers
add 7% GST and applicable PST.

To order by Internet, write to: infostats@statcan.ca or download an electronic version by accessing Statistics Canada’s
website (www.statcan.ca). From the Our products and services page, under Browse our Internet publications, choose For sale.

Authorized agents and bookstores also carry Statistics Canada’s catalogued publications.
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Statistics Canada’s official release bulletin

Catalogue 11-001-XIE.

Published each working day by the Communications Division, Statistics Canada,
10-H, R.H. Coats Bldg., Tunney’s Pasture, Ottawa, Ontario K1A 0T6.

To access The Daily on the Internet, visit our site at http://www.statcan.ca. To receive The
Daily each morning by e-mail, send an e-mail message to listproc@statcan.ca. Leave the
subject line blank. In the body of the message, type "subscribe daily firstname lastname".

Published by authority of the Minister responsible for Statistics Canada. © Minister of Industry,
2004. Citation in newsprint, magazine, radio, and television reporting is permitted subject to
the requirement that Statistics Canada is acknowledged as the source. Any other reproduction
is permitted subject to the requirement that Statistics Canada is acknowledged as the
source on all copies as follows: Statistics Canada, The Daily, catalogue 11-001-XIE, along
with date and page references.
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Release dates: June 6 to 10

(Release dates are subject to change.)

Release
date

Title Reference period

6 Building permits April 2005
8 Periodical publishing 2003/04
8 Foreign multinationals and head office employment

in Canadian manufacturing firms
1973 to 1999

9 Industrial capacity utilization rates First quarter 2005
9 Labour productivity, hourly compensation and

unit labour cost
First quarter 2005

9 New Housing Price Index April 2005
10 Labour Force Survey May 2005
10 Canadian international merchandise trade April 2005
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