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Releases

New motor vehicle sales
November 2005

New motor vehicle sales continued to recover
in November, increasing by 3.1%. Dealers
saw 136,226 new vehicles roll out of their showrooms in
November, an increase of about 4,200 vehicles over
the previous month.
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An upward trend in new motor vehicle sales since
the start of 2005 peaked in the summer, and had since
fallen off following the winding down of "employee
pricing" and other incentive programs in the fall. Despite
two consecutive months of moderate increases in
October and November, the number of new vehicles
sold nation-wide has only returned to a monthly sales
figure in line with recent historical levels. In 2004, new
motor vehicle sales remained relatively stable, after a
series of increases early in the year.

Based on preliminary figures from the auto industry,
the number of new motor vehicles sold in December
remained largely unchanged from November.

Trucks continue to be the market mover

Although car and truck sales moved in opposite
directions in November, truck sales (which include

Note to readers

All data in this release are seasonally adjusted.

Passenger cars include those used for personal and
commercial purposes, such as taxis or rental cars. Trucks
include minivans, sport-utility vehicles, light and heavy trucks,
vans and buses.

North American-built new motor vehicles include vehicles
manufactured or assembled in Canada, the United States or
Mexico. All other new motor vehicles are considered to have
been manufactured overseas.

For reasons of confidentiality, data for the Yukon, Northwest
Territories and Nunavut are included with those for British
Columbia.

The New Motor Vehicle Sales Survey is compiled on the
basis of figures obtained from motor vehicle manufacturers and
importers. These results may vary from those obtained directly
from auto dealers, due to possible differences in record keeping.

minivans, sport-utility vehicles, light and heavy trucks,
vans and buses) continued to be the dominating factor
in determining the direction and strength of new motor
vehicle sales in Canada over the past six months.

Truck sales advanced 8.1% in November on
the heels of a similar sized gain in October. Sales
reached 66,349 units in November, moving ahead
of an average month in 2005 for the first time since
the summer. Truck sales had tumbled in August and
September, likely influenced by the one-two punch of
surging gasoline prices and abating incentive programs.

With sales edging down 1.2% in November,
car sales slipped under 70,000 vehicles for the first
time since May of 2005. As with trucks, passenger
car sales peaked in July. However, fluctuations in
subsequent months were much less pronounced than
those of trucks. Sales of North American-built cars
declined 3.0% in November, while overseas-built cars
moved ahead 2.8%.

Until this summer, sales of both cars and trucks
had maintained an upward trend in 2005, despite major
fluctuations. In recent months, sales of passenger cars
and trucks have softened, although truck sales have
shown much greater volatility. In 2004, sales remained
relatively stable for cars and trucks after some sizeable
increases early in the year.

British Columbia bucks the trend

Sales were up in 7 of the 10 provinces in November.
In terms of percentage gains, the largest increases came
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from Prince Edward Island (+27.5%), Saskatchewan
(+13.3%), and Newfoundland and Labrador (+11.3%).
However, Quebec (+4.7%) and Ontario (+3.9%) were
the driving forces behind the increase in November
in terms of the number of units sold. Sales in New
Brunswick and Manitoba remained largely unchanged
during the month.

The region formed by British Columbia and the
territories was the only area showing a sizeable decline
in November with a 3.4% decrease, or about 500 fewer
vehicles sold. Sales in this region have slumped over
the past three months, and witnessed only minimal
gains in the summer when sales were surging in most
other provinces. Despite flagging automotive sales,
British Columbia’s economy remained buoyant with the
unemployment rate at a three decade low in November.

Available on CANSIM: tables 079-0001 and 079-0002.

Definitions, data sources and methods: survey
number 2402.

The November 2005 issue of New Motor Vehicle
Sales (63-007-XIE, $14/$133) will be available soon.

Data on new motor vehicle sales for
December 2005 will be released on February 14.

For general information or to order data, contact
Client Services (1-877-421-3067; 613-951-3549;
retailinfo@statcan.ca). To enquire about the concepts,
methods or data quality of this release, contact
Elton Cryderman (613-951-0669), Distributive Trades
Division.
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New motor vehicle sales
November

2004
October

2005r
November

2005p
November

2004
to

November
2005

October
to

November
2005

seasonally adjusted

number of vehicles % change

New motor vehicles 132,171 132,066 136,226 3.1 3.1
Passenger cars 67,504 70,713 69,877 3.5 -1.2

North American1 44,183 48,130 46,663 5.6 -3.0
Overseas 23,321 22,582 23,214 -0.5 2.8

Trucks, vans and buses 64,666 61,354 66,349 2.6 8.1
New motor vehicles

Newfoundland and Labrador 1,951 2,039 2,269 16.3 11.3
Prince Edward Island 378 389 496 31.2 27.5
Nova Scotia 3,640 3,615 3,801 4.4 5.1
New Brunswick 2,771 2,803 2,787 0.6 -0.6
Quebec 34,015 34,257 35,861 5.4 4.7
Ontario 49,816 49,459 51,384 3.1 3.9
Manitoba 3,714 3,546 3,547 -4.5 0.0
Saskatchewan 3,288 2,843 3,221 -2.0 13.3
Alberta 17,252 18,112 18,375 6.5 1.5
British Columbia2 15,347 15,002 14,485 -5.6 -3.4

November 2004 October 2005r November 2005p
November 2004 to

November 2005

unadjusted

number of vehicles % change

New motor vehicles 120,287 118,993 124,111 3.2
Passenger cars 60,462 64,249 62,113 2.7

North American1 40,157 43,844 41,318 2.9
Overseas 20,305 20,405 20,795 2.4

Trucks, vans and buses 59,825 54,744 61,998 3.6
New motor vehicles

Newfoundland and Labrador 1,444 1,730 1,791 24.0
Prince Edward Island 299 329 413 38.1
Nova Scotia 2,879 2,885 3,076 6.8
New Brunswick 2,251 2,291 2,269 0.8
Quebec 28,610 29,330 30,411 6.3
Ontario 46,837 46,527 47,807 2.1
Manitoba 3,364 3,156 3,195 -5.0
Saskatchewan 3,160 2,592 2,935 -7.1
Alberta 17,150 16,986 18,622 8.6
British Columbia2 14,293 13,167 13,592 -4.9

r Revised.
p Preliminary.
1. Manufactured or assembled in Canada, the United States or Mexico.
2. Includes the Yukon, Northwest Territories and Nunavut.
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Dairy statistics
November 2005 (preliminary)

Consumers purchased 243 000 kilolitres of milk and
cream in November, down 1.7% from November 2004.
Sales of milk dropped 2.4% from year ago levels while
sales of cream increased 5.3%.

Definitions, data sources and methods: survey
numbers, including related surveys, 3430, 3431,
3432

The fourth quarter 2005 issue of The Dairy Review
(23-001-XIB, $29/$96) will be available in February.

For more information, contact Anna Michalowska
(613-951-2442; 1-800-465-1991; fax: 613-951-3868),
Agriculture Division.

Potato production
2005 (revised)

There have been some minor revisions to
the 2005 potato estimates for Newfoundland and
Labrador, Quebec, Saskatchewan and Alberta as a
result of additional survey information.

The revised estimates show that
Canada’s 2005 potato production declined slightly
to 94,413,000 hundredweight (4 282 500 tonnes). This
was mainly as a result of a 900 acre (400 hectare)
decrease in the area harvested. An increase in the
yield in Saskatchewan did not offset the decrease in
area harvested.

Available on CANSIM: table 001-0014.

Definitions, data sources and methods: survey
numbers, including related surveys, 3401, 3407,
3446 and 3465.

The publication Canadian Potato Production, Vol. 3,
no. 3 (22-008-XIE, free) is now available online. From
Our Products and Services page, under Browse our
Internet publications, choose Free, then Agriculture.

To obtain additional information, call our toll
free number at 1-800-465-1991. To enquire about
the concepts, methods or data quality of this
release, contact Barbara McLaughlin (902-893-7251;
barbara.mclaughlin@statcan.ca), Agriculture Division.

Steel primary forms, weekly data
Week ending January 7, 2006 (preliminary)

Steel primary forms production for the week ending
January 7 totalled 292 857 metric tonnes, up 8.2%
from 270 618 tonnes a week earlier and up 1.7%
from 288 100 tonnes in the same week of 2005.

Definitions, data sources and methods: survey
number 2131.

For more information, or to enquire about the
concepts, methods or data quality of this release,
contact the dissemination officer (1-866-873-8789;
613-951-9497; manufact@statcan.ca), Manufacturing,
Construction and Energy Division.
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New products

Agriculture and Rural Working Paper Series: A
Geographical Profile of Manure Production in
Canada, 1981 to 2001, no. 77
Catalogue number 21-601-MIE2006077
(free).

Canadian Potato Production, January 2006, Vol. 3,
no. 3
Catalogue number 22-008-XIE
(free).

All prices are in Canadian dollars and exclude sales
tax. Additional shipping charges apply for delivery
outside Canada.

Catalogue numbers with an -XWE, -XIB or an -XIE
extension are Internet versions; those with -XMB or
-XME are microfiche; -XPB or -XPE are paper versions;
-XDB or –XDE are electronic versions on diskette; -XCB
or –XCE are electronic versions on compact disc and
-XBB or -XBE a database.

How to order products

To order by phone, please refer to:
• The title • The catalogue number • The volume number • The issue number • Your credit card number.

From Canada and the United States, call: 1-800-267-6677
From other countries, call: 1-613-951-7277
To fax your order, call: 1-877-287-4369
For address changes or account inquiries, call: 1-800-700-1033

To order by mail, write to: Statistics Canada, Finance, 6th floor, R.H. Coats Bldg., Ottawa, K1A 0T6.
Include a cheque or money order payable to Receiver General of Canada/Publications. Canadian customers
add 7% GST and applicable PST.

To order by Internet, write to: infostats@statcan.ca or download an electronic version by accessing Statistics Canada’s
website (www.statcan.ca). From the Our products and services page, under Browse our Internet publications, choose For sale.

Authorized agents and bookstores also carry Statistics Canada’s catalogued publications.

Statistics Canada’s official release bulletin

Catalogue 11-001-XIE.

Published each working day by the Communications Division, Statistics Canada,
10-G, R.H. Coats Bldg., Tunney’s Pasture, Ottawa, Ontario K1A 0T6.

To access The Daily on the Internet, visit our site at http://www.statcan.ca. To receive The
Daily each morning by e-mail, send an e-mail message to listproc@statcan.ca. Leave the
subject line blank. In the body of the message, type "subscribe daily firstname lastname".

Published by authority of the Minister responsible for Statistics Canada. © Minister of Industry,
2004. Citation in newsprint, magazine, radio, and television reporting is permitted subject to
the requirement that Statistics Canada is acknowledged as the source. Any other reproduction
is permitted subject to the requirement that Statistics Canada is acknowledged as the
source on all copies as follows: Statistics Canada, The Daily, catalogue 11-001-XIE, along
with date and page references.
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Release dates: January 16 to 20, 2006

(Release dates are subject to change.)

Release
date

Title Reference period

17 Investment in non-residential building construction Fourth quarter 2005
17 Leading indicators December 2005
18 Consumer Price Index December 2005
18 Monthly Survey of Manufacturing November 2005
19 Canada’s international transactions in securities November 2005
19 Travel between Canada and other countries November 2005
20 Wholesale trade November 2005
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