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Canadian economic accounts
First quarter 2006 and March 2006

Economic activity picked up in the first quarter as real
gross domestic product (GDP) advanced 0.9% on the
heels of continued strength in investment and personal
expenditure. In March, monthly output edged up 0.1%
from February.
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Service-producing industries surged ahead as retail
and wholesale trade, finance, insurance and real estate
all advanced. Output of goods-producing industries
inched ahead as manufacturers continued to battle the
effects of the rapidly increasing Canadian dollar, and
growing international competition. Exports declined
slightly, mainly automotive, forestry and industrial
goods.

Production declined in the mining, utilities and
non-durable manufacturing sectors. In total, industrial
production fell 0.3%. In the United States the index
of industrial production rose 1.3%, bolstered by
manufacturing and mining, while utilities receded.

A jump in household demand, particularly consumer
spending on durables and housing, was behind most
of the first quarter advance. Growth in final domestic

Note to readers

With the first quarter 2006 release of the Income and
Expenditure Accounts, the data are revised back to
the first quarter of 2002. For more information, consult
The 2002 to 2005 revisions of the Income and Expenditure
Accounts page on our website.

demand matched the pace set in the fourth quarter and
continued to outpace overall growth in GDP.

Real gross domestic product, chained
(1997) dollars1

Change Annualized
change

Year-over-year
change

%

First quarter 2005 0.6 2.2 3.2
Second quarter 2005 0.8 3.4 3.0
Third quarter 2005 0.8 3.2 2.7
Fourth quarter 2005 0.6 2.6 2.8
First quarter 2006 0.9 3.8 3.2

1. The change is the growth rate from one period to the next. The annualized
change is the growth rate compounded annually. The year-over-year change
is the growth rate of a given quarter compared with the same quarter in a
previous year.

Economy-wide prices, as measured by the chain
price index for GDP, fell 0.7% in the quarter. A large
share of the decline was the result of falling energy
prices. Economy-wide prices, excluding energy,
increased 0.7%, a slight acceleration from the previous
quarter.

The economy grew at an annualized rate of 3.8%
in the first quarter, a sharp pickup from the 2.6%
annualized pace set during the previous quarter. The
US economy grew at an annualized rate of 5.3%.

Residential investment picked up following
moderate growth in 2005

Investment in residential structures rebounded
in the first quarter after stalling in the fourth quarter.
The 3.4% first quarter increase was the strongest
quarterly advance in more than two years. The value
of new housing construction jumped, renovation activity
remained strong and an active resale market all
contributed to the strong growth.

Business investment in non-residential structures
and machinery and equipment continued to climb in the
first quarter, although at a slower pace than that of the
last half of 2005.
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Investment in non-residential structures grew
by 1.8%. Investment in engineering projects slowed
following two quarters of solid growth. Much of
the growth over the last number of years has been
in the red-hot oil and gas sector. Since 2002,
engineering construction as a share of total investment
in non-residential structures has risen from 67% to 71%.

Investment in machinery and equipment
decelerated as expenditures in other transportation
equipment slowed and telecommunications edged
down following large increases in the last half of 2005.
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Consumer spending accelerates

Consumers began 2006 much the same way
they began 2005, by purchasing large amounts of
durable and semi-durable goods. Expenditure on
clothing and footwear, furniture and furnishings,
household appliances and recreational, sporting and
camping equipment all climbed well over 3%. All this
activity pushed up output in the retail sector which
advanced 2.0%. Personal expenditure by Canadians
outside the country remained strong while spending
by foreigners in Canada declined, driving up net
expenditure abroad by 7%.

Spending on non-durable goods was essentially flat
in the quarter as moderate growth in food, beverages

and tobacco was more than offset by declines in
purchases of energy related products such as motor
fuels and lubricants. The warmer weather served to
drive down consumption of natural gas and electricity,
both of which fell for a second consecutive quarter.

Inventory buildup slows

A little more than $10 billion was added to
inventories in the first quarter, down from the $15 billion
buildup in the fourth. The bulk of this buildup was retail
inventories which posted a second quarter of strong
accumulation. This was offset by a large draw down in
other non-farm inventories, specifically energy products.
In the fourth quarter, imports of energy products jumped
over 7%, oil and gas production climbed 3.5% while
exports declined. The result was a large fourth quarter
buildup in inventories. In the first quarter, the picture
reversed as imports fell, production decelerated and
exports rose, causing the large draw down.

Exports stall

Manufacturing output slowed to 0.1% in the first
quarter, the result of declines in non-durable goods
and transportation equipment manufacturing. Part of
these declines has been attributable to weaker foreign
demand, as exports stalled. Most commodity groups
showed little growth or declined. Automotive exports,
which increased over 15% in the last half of 2005,
declined in the first quarter and exports of forestry
products lost most of the gain they made in the fourth
quarter.

Imports fell following two quarters of solid growth.
Imports of energy products and machinery and
equipment both declined. The quarterly decline
in machinery and equipment imports is the first in
three years. Imports of consumer goods advanced
another 2.2%, on the heels of similar increases in the
last two quarters of 2005.

Labour income pushes ahead, corporate profits
falter on lower energy prices

Labour income advanced 1.2%, slightly off the 1.5%
average quarterly increase registered in 2005. While
service-producing industries were the source of strength
for most of 2005, the goods-producing industries were
behind most of the first quarter growth. Public
administration wages and salaries stalled contributing
to the weakness in service-producing industries, but
educational services, health care and social assistance,
posted first quarter increases. Growth in mining,
construction and manufacturing helped boost growth in
goods-producing industries.
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Corporate profits fell 4.1%, the first significant
quarterly decline since 2003, as lower export prices
of energy goods put a lid on profits in the oil and gas
sector. Excluding oil and gas extraction and refineries,
profits posted a modest increase. Significant gains
were registered in the real estate, rental and leasing,
information and culture, and education and health
industries.

GDP by industry: Highlights for March 2006

The Canadian economy edged up 0.1% in March,
after increasing by 0.2% in January and by 0.3%
in February. In March, growth in service-producing
industries (+0.3%) more than offset a decline in the
production of goods (-0.2%).

Monthly gross domestic product by industry at
basic prices, chained 1997 dollars

Oct.
2005r

Nov.
2005r

Dec.
2005r

Jan.
2006r

Feb.
2006r

Mar.
2006p

Seasonally adjusted

Month-to-month % change

All industries 0.2 0.2 0.4 0.2 0.3 0.1
Goods-producing

industries 0.4 -0.0 0.6 -0.5 0.5 -0.2
Service-producing

industries 0.1 0.4 0.3 0.5 0.3 0.3
Industrial production 0.5 -0.1 0.7 -1.0 0.3 -0.1
Construction 0.8 0.9 0.9 0.9 1.1 -0.6
Retail trade 1.5 1.3 0.3 0.8 0.2 1.2
Energy sector 0.3 0.3 0.5 -3.0 2.0 1.1

r revised
p preliminary

Retail trade benefited from an upswing in activity
among most retailers in March. New motor vehicle
dealers were responsible for much of the 1.2% growth in
this sector. Excluding new motor vehicle dealers, retail
trade advanced 0.4%. Growth in wholesale trade was
flat, held back by a reduction in motor vehicle exports.

Manufacturing output retreated 0.4% in March.
Eleven of the 21 major groups, accounting for 54%
of total manufacturing output, registered declines.
A decrease in American demand for motor vehicles
resulted in a sharp drop in motor vehicle manufacturing
in Canada.

Construction declined 0.6% in March, taking a
pause after growing steadily for 20 consecutive months.
Residential construction declined 2.2%, wiping out
the gain in February. Non-residential construction
advanced 0.6%.
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* Education, health and public administration.

Buoyant stock markets continued to contribute to
the growth of the financial sector (+0.3%). By contrast,
real estate brokers registered a 1.6% decline, reflecting
weakness in the home resale market.

Building on the previous month’s strength, the
energy sector advanced 1.1% in March. This gain
has been largely attributable to a sharp increase in oil
exploration (+13%) and to a rise in oil and gas extraction
(+0.2%). Electricity generation and transmission
declined 0.7%. Mining activity fell sharply (-4.6%),
mostly due to a marked decline in potash production.

Detailed analysis and tables

The new National Economic Accounts module,
accessible from the home page of our website,
features an up-to-date portrait of national and provincial
economies and their structure.

More detailed analysis on today’s releases from
the national accounts, including additional charts and
tables, can be found in the first quarter 2006 issue of
Canadian Economic Accounts Quarterly Review, Vol. 5,
no. 1 (13-010-XIE, free). To obtain a copy, go to the Our
products and services page of our website.
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Gross domestic product by industry

Available on CANSIM: tables 379-0017 to 379-0022.

Definitions, data sources and methods: survey
number 1301.

The March 2006 issue of Gross Domestic Product
by Industry, Vol. 20, no. 3 (15-001-XIE, free) is now
available in electronic format. To obtain a copy, go to
the Our products and services page of our website.

Prices will continue to be charged for electronic
products that require manual intervention by Statistics
Canada staff (e.g., CD-ROM files which have to
be mailed, e-mailed or faxed to clients), database
services (CANSIM), and other priced datasets which
are available on the Internet.

Data on gross domestic product by industry for April
will be released on June 29.

For general information or to order data,
contact Yolande Chantigny (1-800-887-IMAD;
imad@statcan.ca). To enquire about the
concepts, methods or data quality of this release,
contact Bernard Lefrançois (613-951-3622;
bernard.lefrancois@statcan.ca), Industry Accounts
Division.

National economic and financial accounts

Available on CANSIM: tables 378-0001, 378-0002,
380-0001 to 380-0017, 380-0019 to 380-0035,
380-0056, 380-0059, 380-0060 and 382-0006.

Definitions, data sources and methods: survey
numbers, including related surveys, 1804, 1901 and
2602.

The first quarter 2006 issue of National Income
and Expenditure Accounts, Quarterly Estimates
(13-001-XIB, free) will soon be available.

Detailed printed tables of unadjusted and
seasonally adjusted quarterly Income and expenditure
accounts (13-001-PPB, $54/$193), Financial flow
accounts (13-014-PPB, $54/$193) and Estimates of
labour income (13F0016XPB, $22/$70), including
supplementary analytical tables and charts are now
available. See How to order products.

At 8:30 a.m. on release day, the complete
seasonally adjusted quarterly income and expenditure
accounts, financial flow accounts, and monthly
estimates of labour income data sets can be
obtained on computer diskette. The diskettes
(13-001-DDB, $134/$535; 13-014-DDB, $321/$1284;
and 13F0016DDB, $134/$535) can also be purchased
at a lower cost seven business days after the
official release date (13-001-XDB, $27/$107;
13-014-XDB, $65/$257; and 13F0016XDB, $27/$107).
To purchase any of these products, contact Client
Services (613-951-3810; iead-info-dcrd@statcan.ca),
Income and Expenditure Accounts Division.

For more information, or to enquire about the
concepts, methods or data quality of this release,
contact the information officer (613-951-3640,
iead-info-dcrd@statcan.ca), Income and Expenditure
Accounts Division.
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Canadian economic accounts key indicators1

Fourth
quarter

2004

First
quarter

2005

Second
quarter

2005

Third
quarter

2005

Fourth
quarter

2005

First
quarter

2006

2004 2005

Seasonally adjusted at annual rates

$ millions at current prices

GDP by income and by expenditure

Wages, salaries and supplementary labour income 662,604 672,252 682,340 694,340 703,668 712,380 651,888 688,150
1.0 1.5 1.5 1.8 1.3 1.2 5.0 5.6

Corporation profits before taxes 176,616 178,936 183,704 192,368 202,812 194,568 171,323 189,455
1.6 1.3 2.7 4.7 5.4 -4.1 18.3 10.6

Interest and miscellaneous investment income 56,272 56,460 57,036 60,392 67,724 63,960 54,084 60,403
1.1 0.3 1.0 5.9 12.1 -5.6 8.9 11.7

Net income of unincorporated business 85,472 85,516 85,764 86,556 86,988 87,944 84,084 86,206
0.4 0.1 0.3 0.9 0.5 1.1 7.3 2.5

Taxes less subsidies 151,532 152,072 155,740 156,352 157,024 159,416 148,564 155,297
1.1 0.4 2.4 0.4 0.4 1.5 5.8 4.5

Personal disposable income 767,332 772,444 781,652 793,836 802,164 819,128 755,931 787,524
0.9 0.7 1.2 1.6 1.0 2.1 4.7 4.2

Personal saving rate2 2.3 1.2 1.0 1.3 1.3 1.9 2.6 1.2
... ... ... ... ... ... ... ...

millions of chained (1997) dollars

Personal expenditure on consumer goods and
services 646,954 655,823 661,391 665,602 671,517 679,161 638,825 663,583

0.9 1.4 0.8 0.6 0.9 1.1 3.3 3.9
Government current expenditure on goods and

services 214,263 215,267 216,627 218,239 220,622 221,874 211,883 217,689
0.6 0.5 0.6 0.7 1.1 0.6 3.0 2.7

Gross fixed capital formation 251,025 255,191 258,014 264,002 269,080 274,586 244,221 261,572
2.2 1.7 1.1 2.3 1.9 2.0 8.0 7.1

Investment in inventories 21,393 17,624 14,503 14,992 14,937 10,217 9,767 15,514
... ... ... ... ... ... ... ...

Exports of goods and services 460,941 466,955 464,866 474,439 481,889 480,752 462,239 472,037
-1.2 1.3 -0.4 2.1 1.6 -0.2 5.2 2.1

Imports of goods and services 458,446 467,457 463,089 475,574 490,041 488,019 442,421 474,040
2.0 2.0 -0.9 2.7 3.0 -0.4 8.2 7.1

Gross domestic product at market prices 1,137,820 1,144,136 1,153,623 1,162,822 1,170,239 1,181,226 1,124,688 1,157,705
0.5 0.6 0.8 0.8 0.6 0.9 3.3 2.9

GDP at basic prices by industry

Goods producing industries 336,330 337,406 338,669 342,673 345,257 345,848 332,217 341,001
0.2 0.3 0.4 1.2 0.8 0.2 4.1 2.6

Industrial production 250,505 250,846 250,905 253,459 255,060 254,229 247,374 252,568
0.2 0.1 0.0 1.0 0.6 -0.3 3.8 2.1

Energy sector 63,582 63,007 63,592 65,114 66,064 65,433 63,109 64,444
1.1 -0.9 0.9 2.4 1.5 -1.0 1.8 2.1

Manufacturing 182,866 183,845 183,017 183,971 184,845 185,079 180,070 183,919
-0.2 0.5 -0.5 0.5 0.5 0.1 4.6 2.1

Non-durable manufacturing 74,096 73,732 73,219 73,480 72,922 72,321 73,714 73,338
-0.7 -0.5 -0.7 0.4 -0.8 -0.8 2.0 -0.5

Durable manufacturing 108,539 109,876 109,562 110,252 111,680 112,511 106,132 110,343
0.1 1.2 -0.3 0.6 1.3 0.7 6.5 4.0

Construction 61,510 62,357 63,249 64,240 65,747 67,266 60,689 63,898
1.1 1.4 1.4 1.6 2.3 2.3 4.6 5.3

Services producing industries 716,314 722,804 730,397 736,304 740,931 749,273 709,357 732,609
0.6 0.9 1.1 0.8 0.6 1.1 2.7 3.3

Wholesale trade 63,958 65,112 66,981 67,818 69,169 71,153 62,306 67,270
1.6 1.8 2.9 1.2 2.0 2.9 5.3 8.0

Retail trade 60,341 61,449 62,125 62,241 62,635 63,874 59,405 62,112
0.9 1.8 1.1 0.2 0.6 2.0 3.8 4.6

Transportation and warehousing 50,547 51,099 51,473 52,422 52,845 53,168 49,804 51,960
1.0 1.1 0.7 1.8 0.8 0.6 4.5 4.3

Finance, insurance, real estate and renting 208,219 210,423 212,741 214,637 215,849 218,244 206,340 213,413
0.6 1.1 1.1 0.9 0.6 1.1 3.4 3.4

Information and communication technologies 59,190 60,103 61,153 61,961 62,059 63,047 58,112 61,319
1.0 1.5 1.7 1.3 0.2 1.6 4.3 5.5

... not applicable
1. The first line is the series itself expressed in millions of dollars, seasonally adjusted at annual rates. The second line is the quarter to quarter percentage change at

quarterly rates.
2. Actual rate.
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Study: How are Canadian regions adjusting
to a larger, more integrated North American
market?
1980 to 1999

All regions in Canada have benefited from North
American economic integration, a new study shows.

The Canada-US Free Trade Agreement (FTA)
and North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA)
provided Canada and all of its regions with better access
to the large North American market.

The study found that all regions have benefited
through improved productivity performance, higher
wages and higher output growth. However, Ontario has
been the principal beneficiary.

On the basis of the relationship between productivity
growth and changes in trade integration, the study
concluded that deepening trade integration with the
United States increased multifactor productivity by 1.2%
per year for manufacturing in Ontario from 1988 to 1999.
In other regions, the impact was rather small. Trade
integration lifted multifactor productivity in manufacturing
by 0.4% a year for Quebec, 0.3% for Western Canada
and 0.2% for Atlantic Canada.

(Multifactor productivity is a comprehensive
measure of production efficiency. Its growth is measured
as the increase in output minus the growth of combined
inputs: labour and capital.)

Some of these productivity gains were passed on to
workers in the form of higher wages. Workers in Ontario
gained the most from increased trade integration, while
the gains in other regions, although significant, were
relatively small.

The study found that from 1988 and 1999, increased
trade integration was associated with real wage gains
of 12.0% for manufacturing workers in Ontario, but
only 1.0% in Quebec, 0.8% in Western Canada,
and 0.4% in Atlantic Canada.

Growth in manufacturing output for Ontario was
strongly linked to increased trade integration in
manufactures with the United States. Increased trade
in manufactures with the United States was associated
with annual gains in Ontario’s real value added in
manufacturing that totalled 11.1% from 1988 to 1999.

For other regions, the impact was considerably less.
Increases measured 3.5% for Quebec, 2.9% for the
Prairies, 2.8% for British Columbia, and only 1.8% for
Atlantic Canada.

There has been a concern expressed that an
increase in trade integration might lead to a decline in
Canada’s share of North American shipments as firms
relocate to the larger US market and serve the small
Canadian market through exports.

The study provides little support for this concern.
In fact, Canada and each of its regions expanded

their share of North American manufacturing during
the 1980s and 1990s. Ontario’s share increased most,
followed by modest increases for the Prairies and
Quebec, and smaller gains by British Columbia and
Atlantic Canada.

The study shows that Canada and each of its
regions are becoming more integrated in trade in
manufactures with the United States, but Ontario is
much more integrated than is the rest of Canada.
Atlantic Canada is the least integrated, while Quebec
and Western Canada are in-between.

For Canada and all of its regions, the pace towards
deeper integration with US manufacturing was faster
after the implementation of the FTA. Again, however,
the pace has been much faster in Ontario.

The research paper "How are Canadian regions
adjusting to a larger and more integrated North
American market?" (11F0027MIE2006039, free) is
now available online as part of the Economic Analysis
Research Paper Series. To obtain a copy, go to the Our
products and services page of our website.

More studies related to economic geography and
productivity are available free of charge in the analytical
series Update on Economic Analysis on our website
(11-623-XIE). To obtain a copy, go to the Our products
and services page of our website.

For more information, or to enquire about the
concepts, methods or data quality of this release,
contact Wulong Gu (613-951-0754), Micro-economic
Analysis Division.

Crude oil and natural gas: Supply and
disposition
March 2006 (preliminary)

The production of crude oil and equivalent hydrocarbons
in March was 7.3% higher than in February 2006.
This increase reflected higher offshore production in
Newfoundland and Labrador (+21.0%), largely due
to an increase in all oil fields in March, and higher
crude bitumen production (+4.1%) in Alberta. The
year-over-year percentage change for crude oil and
equivalent hydrocarbons in March was 8.5%.

The strong growth in March contributed to an 8.8%
advance in the first quarter production of crude oil
compared to the first quarter last year, which was lower
because of a fire at a major upgrading facility in Alberta.

Crude oil exports, which accounted for 64.6% of total
production, advanced 19.4% over the same month last
year. Exports of crude oil showed considerable growth
in the first quarter of 2006, increasing 18.9% over the
first quarter of 2005.

The production of marketable natural gas
increased 1.6% from March last year. Domestic
sales of natural gas edged down 0.1% compared to the

Statistics Canada - Cat. no. 11-001-XIE 7
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same period last year. This was a result of a return to
more normal winter temperatures in March.

Exports of natural gas, which made up 60.1% of
marketable natural gas, declined 7.3% over March 2005.

Preliminary data are available on CANSIM at the
national level to March 2006 inclusive.

At the national and provincial level, detailed
information is available for Crude Oil (126-0001) up to
January 2006 inclusive, and for Natural Gas (131-0001)
up to August 2005 inclusive.

Available on CANSIM: tables 126-0001 and 131-0001.

Definitions, data sources and methods: survey
number 2198.

For more information, or to enquire about
the concepts, methods or data quality of this
release, contact the dissemination officer
(1-866-873-8789; 613-951-9497; energ@statcan.ca),
Manufacturing, Construction and Energy Division.

Crude oil and natural gas
March

2005
March

2006p
March

2005
to

March
2006

thousands of cubic metres % change

Crude oil and equivalent hydrocarbons1

Production 11 642.5 12 627.1 8.5
Exports 6 834.7 8 158.7 19.4
Imports2 4 242.5 3 711.7 -12.5
Refinery receipts 9 181.9 8 364.1 -8.9

millions of cubic metres % change

Natural gas3

Marketable production 14 910.0 15 146.6 1.6
Exports 9 818.8 9 101.3 -7.3
Canadian domestic sales4 7 699.4 7 693.2 -0.1

January to March 2005 January to March 2006 January–March 2005 to January–March 2006

thousands of cubic metres % change

Crude oil and equivalent hydrocarbons1

Production 34 739.6 37 814.0 8.8
Exports 20 708.4 24 620.0 18.9
Imports2 13 803.2 11 232.6 -18.6
Refinery receipts 27 720.9 25 855.9 -6.7

millions of cubic metres % change

Natural gas3

Marketable production 43 866.4 45 110.9 2.8
Exports 28 780.2 26 003.8 -9.6
Canadian domestic sales4 25 546.3 23 359.1 -8.6

p preliminary
1. Disposition may differ from production because of inventory change, industry own-use, etc.
2. Crude oil received by Canadian refineries from foreign countries for processing. Data may differ from International Trade Division (ITD) estimates because of timing

differences and the inclusion of crude oil landed in Canada for future re-export in the ITD data.
3. Disposition may differ from production because of inventory change, usage as pipeline fuel, pipeline losses, line-pack fluctuations, etc.
4. Includes direct sales.

Machinery and equipment price indexes
First quarter 2006

The Machinery and Equipment Price Index (MEPI)
was 91.6 (1997=100) in the first quarter of 2006,
down 0.5% from the fourth quarter of 2005. The
domestic component index increased 0.1% while

the import index decreased 1.0% during this period.
Compared with the first quarter 2005, the index
was 3.0% lower, due mainly to a 4.6% decline in
the import series. The domestic component index
declined 0.4% during this period.

Most industrial sector indexes fell in the first
quarter, with declines for finance, insurance and real

8 Statistics Canada - Cat. no. 11-001-XIE
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estate, other services (excluding public administration),
manufacturing and trade having the most influence on
the total index movement. In the manufacturing sector,
declines for primary metal and fabricated metal products
(-0.8%) and transportation equipment manufacturing
(-0.3%) influenced the index downward. In the service
sector, industries contributing to the decline in the
index were real estate and rental and leasing services
(-1.4%), other services (-1.2%) and information and
cultural industries (-0.9%).

Machinery and equipment price indexes
(1997=100)

Relative
importance

First
quarter

2006p

Fourth
quarter

2005
to

first
quarter

2006

First
quarter

2005
to

first
quarter

2006
% change

Total machinery and
equipment price
index 100.0 91.6 -0.5 -3.0

Domestic 32.0 104.6 0.1 -0.4
Imported 68.0 85.4 -1.0 -4.6

Industries
Crop and animal

production 4.1 100.3 -0.9 -4.0
Forestry and logging 0.3 101.5 -0.3 -1.3
Fishing, hunting and

trapping 0.1 105.4 -0.4 -0.9
Support activities for

agriculture and
forestry 0.1 98.4 -0.8 -4.0

Mines, quarries and oil
wells 4.3 102.6 0.2 0.3

Utilities 3.6 93.3 -0.6 -2.8
Construction 3.5 96.7 -0.7 -2.3
All manufacturing 22.3 96.7 -0.4 -2.3
Trade 8.4 89.6 -0.6 -2.9
Transportation

(excluding pipeline
transportation) 7.7 103.4 -0.4 -1.7

Pipeline transportation 1.2 101.2 -0.3 -2.2
Warehousing and

storage 0.3 102.0 -0.5 -1.7
Finance, insurance and

real estate 19.9 87.0 -1.1 -4.7
Private education

services 0.1 79.1 -0.8 -3.8
Education services

(excluding private),
health care and
social assistance 2.1 87.9 -0.3 -3.1

Other services
(excluding public
administration) 16.4 81.1 -0.7 -3.8

Public administration 5.8 84.2 -0.6 -3.3

p preliminary

At the commodity level, compared to the last
quarter, price declines for trucks (-2.6%), computers
(-2.1%), passenger vans (-2.1%) and automobiles
(-1.5%) contributed to a lower index. Most of the decline
in the index can be attributed to lower import prices for
these commodities.

The import index continued to be influenced by
the decline in the value of the US dollar relative to its
Canadian counterpart. The US dollar decreased 1.6%
in the first quarter of 2006 and was 5.9% lower than its
first quarter 2005 level.

Note: With the release of first quarter 2006 data, The
Machinery and Equipment Price Index is converted
to a 1997=100 reference year. The index has been
updated using a 1997 weighting pattern.

The release of the first quarter data also includes an
important classification change. The index previously
classified on the 1970 Standard Industrial Classification
(SIC) is now based on the 1997 North American Industry
Classification System (NAICS). The conversion from
SIC to NAICS caused significant changes in the time
series.

The most influential change to the rebased
MEPI was the updating of the weighting pattern.
The 1986=100 index was weighted towards primary and
manufacturing industries. The rebased index is more
influenced by service sector industries and by public
administration. There is a significant shift towards the
import component index in the rebased MEPI.

Available on CANSIM: tables 327-0041 and 327-0042.

Definitions, data sources and methods: survey
number 2312.

The first quarter 2006 issue of Capital Expenditure
Price Statistics (62-007-XIE, free) will be available in
July.

For more information, or to enquire about the
concepts, methods and data quality of this release,
contact Client Services Unit (613-951-9606; fax:
613-951-1539; infounit@statcan.ca) or Adrian Fisher
(613-951-9612), Prices Division.
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New products

Economic Analysis Research Paper Series: "How
are Canadian regions adjusting to a larger and
more integrated North American market?", no. 39
Catalogue number 11F0027MIE2006039
(free).

Estimates of Labour Income, Monthly Estimates:
Day of Release, March 2006
Catalogue number 13F0016DDB ($134/$535).

Estimates of Labour Income, Monthly Estimates,
March 2006
Catalogue number 13F0016XDB ($27/$107).

Estimates of Labour Income, Monthly Estimates,
March 2006
Catalogue number 13F0016XPB ($22/$70).

National Income and Expenditure Accounts,
Quarterly Estimates: Day of Release, First
quarter 2006, Vol. 54, no. 1
Catalogue number 13-001-DDB ($134/$535).

National Income and Expenditure Accounts,
Quarterly Estimates, First quarter 2006, Vol. 54, no. 1
Catalogue number 13-001-PPB ($54/$193).

National Income and Expenditure Accounts,
Quarterly Estimates, First quarter 2006, Vol. 54, no. 1
Catalogue number 13-001-XDB ($27/$107).

Canadian Economic Accounts Quarterly Review,
First quarter 2006, Vol. 5, no. 1
Catalogue number 13-010-XIE
(free).

Financial Flow Accounts, Quarterly Estimates: Day
of Release, First quarter 2006
Catalogue number 13-014-DDB ($321/$1,284).

Financial Flow Accounts, Quarterly Estimates, First
quarter 2006
Catalogue number 13-014-PPB ($54/$193).

Financial Flow Accounts, Quarterly Estimates, First
quarter 2006
Catalogue number 13-014-XDB ($65/$257).

Latest Developments in the Canadian
Economic Accounts
Catalogue number 13-605-XIE
(free).

Gross Domestic Product by Industry, March 2006,
Vol. 20, no. 3
Catalogue number 15-001-XIE
(free).

Non-metallic Mineral Mining and Quarrying, 2004
Catalogue number 26-226-XIB
(free).

Employment, Earnings and Hours, March 2006,
Vol. 84, no. 3
Catalogue number 72-002-XIB
(free).

All prices are in Canadian dollars and exclude sales
tax. Additional shipping charges apply for delivery
outside Canada.

Catalogue numbers with an -XWE, -XIB or an -XIE
extension are Internet versions; those with -XMB or
-XME are microfiche; -XPB or -XPE are paper versions;
-XDB or –XDE are electronic versions on diskette; -XCB
or –XCE are electronic versions on compact disc and
-XBB or -XBE a database.
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How to order products

To order by phone, please refer to:
• The title • The catalogue number • The volume number • The issue number • Your credit card number.

From Canada and the United States, call: 1-800-267-6677
From other countries, call: 1-613-951-7277
To fax your order, call: 1-877-287-4369
For address changes or account inquiries, call: 1-800-700-1033

To order by mail, write to: Statistics Canada, Finance, 6th floor, R.H. Coats Bldg., Ottawa, K1A 0T6.
Include a cheque or money order payable to Receiver General of Canada/Publications. Canadian customers
add 7% GST and applicable PST.

To order by Internet, write to: infostats@statcan.ca or download an electronic version by accessing Statistics Canada’s
website (www.statcan.ca). From the Our products and services page, under Browse our Internet publications, choose For sale.

Authorized agents and bookstores also carry Statistics Canada’s catalogued publications.

Statistics Canada’s official release bulletin

Catalogue 11-001-XIE.

Published each working day by the Communications Division, Statistics Canada,
10-G, R.H. Coats Bldg., Tunney’s Pasture, Ottawa, Ontario K1A 0T6.

To access The Daily on the Internet, visit our site at http://www.statcan.ca. To receive The
Daily each morning by e-mail, send an e-mail message to listproc@statcan.ca. Leave the
subject line blank. In the body of the message, type "subscribe daily firstname lastname".

Published by authority of the Minister responsible for Statistics Canada. © Minister of Industry,
2004. Citation in newsprint, magazine, radio, and television reporting is permitted subject to
the requirement that Statistics Canada is acknowledged as the source. Any other reproduction
is permitted subject to the requirement that Statistics Canada is acknowledged as the
source on all copies as follows: Statistics Canada, The Daily, catalogue 11-001-XIE, along
with date and page references.
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Release dates: June 2006

(Release dates are subject to change.)

Release
date

Title Reference period

1 The Canadian labour market at a glance 2005
2 Survey of Innovation 2002 to 2004
5 The Canada Survey of Giving, Volunteering

and Participating
2004

5 Vista 1983 to 2005
6 Building permits April 2006
6 A profile of aboriginal people and crime 2004
7 Educational outcomes at age 19 associated with reading

ability at age 15: Initial results from the third cycle
of the Youth in Transition Survey

2004

7 Why did employment and earnings rise among lone
mothers during the 1980s and 1990s?

1980 to 1990

8 Labour productivity, hourly compensation and
unit labour cost

First quarter 2006

8 The distribution of crime in Montréal neighbourhoods 2004
8 New Housing Price Index April 2006
9 Canadian international merchandise trade April 2006
9 Labour Force Survey May 2006
12 Industrial capacity utilization rates First quarter 2006
12 Culture goods trade 1996 to 2005
13 Canadian Community Health Survey Cycle 3.1:

Preliminary results
2005

13 Study: University and college participation among local
youth following the creation of a new university

1981 to 2001

14 Monthly Survey of Manufacturing April 2006
14 New motor vehicle sales April 2006
15 Government finance: Revenue, expenditure and surplus 2005/2006
15 Canada’s international investment position First quarter 2006
16 Report on the demographic situation in Canada 2003
19 Wholesale trade April 2006
19 Canada’s international transactions in securities April 2006
19 Travel between Canada and other countries April 2006
20 Consumer Price Index May 2006
20 Canadian Community Health Survey: Nutrition 2 2005
21 Retail trade April 2006

12 Statistics Canada - Cat. no. 11-001-XIE

21 Leading indicators May 2006
22 Field crop reporting series: Preliminary estimates

of principal field crop areas
June 2006

22 Canada Year Book 2006
23 National balance sheet accounts First quarter 2006
23 Performing arts 2005
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26 Movie theatres and drive-ins 2004/2005
26 Health Services Access Survey 2005
27 Film, video and audio-visual production 2004/2005
27 Heritage institutions 2004
27 Employment Insurance April 2006
28 National tourism indicators First quarter 2006
28 Canadian Social Trends Summer 2006
29 Industrial product and raw materials price indexes May 2006
29 Gross domestic product by industry April 2006
29 Payroll employment, earnings and hours April 2006
30 Book publishing 2004
30 Extraction System of Agricultural Statistics CD-ROM 2006
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