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Releases

Study: The death of a spouse and
the impact on income
1993 to 2003

Senior women suffered economically from widowhood,
much more than senior men, according to a new study.

Senior widows saw their median family adjusted
income decline continuously in the five years following
the loss of their husband. On the other hand, widowers’
median adjusted income was higher five years after the
wife’s death when compared to the year before that
event.

More precisely, adjusted income declined
continuously among senior women during widowhood.
Five years after the death of the spouse, senior women
saw their adjusted income decline by more than 15%,
from $25,800 one year prior to widowhood.

Widowers walked a much different path. The
adjusted median income one year before widowhood
amounted to $27,800 among senior men who lost their
spouse. After five years of widowhood, at $29,400, it
was 5.8% higher than in the year before widowhood.

Overall, 51% of widowers suffered a loss of adjusted
income after five years of widowhood compared
with 72% of widows.

Not only did widows’ adjusted income decline, more
of them fell below the low-income threshold following
widowhood. After five years of widowhood, 8.7% of
widows were living in low income, compared with 5.1%
of widowers.

For widows, the loss came mainly from lower
pension income and earnings. For widowers, lower
earnings contributed the most to the decrease in
adjusted income.

Widowhood affects women at all income levels

The study also evaluated whether the economic
consequences of widowhood varied for men and women
at different income levels. To do so, all widows and
widowers were ranked on the basis of their adjusted
family income the year preceding the death of their
spouse, and then divided into four equal groups called
quartiles.

Widows in all four quartiles saw an overall and
substantial decline in adjusted income. Five years after
the death of the husband, the richest widows (those

Note to readers

In this article, total family income before taxes and expressed in
constant 2003 dollars is used as a measure of income. Income is
further adjusted to take into account family size and composition.

An assumption is made that a drop in family size, all things
being equal, should be associated with a redistribution of
the family income. Therefore, the loss of a spouse may be
associated with an increase in adjusted family income even if
the unadjusted family income did not change.

in the fourth quartile) experienced an 8.6% decline,
compared with a 9.8% drop among the poorest.

On the other hand, the consequences of widowhood
at each income quartile for senior men were different
compared with those of widows. The poorest widowers
saw a small decline in their adjusted income five years
after the death of their wife compared with one year
before while all other widowers ended the period with
an increase in adjusted income.

Sources of income change due to widowhood

Loss of pension income affected widows the most
among those who suffered a loss. This component
contributed 28.6% of the loss in adjusted income for
these women. On the other hand, pensions played a
minor role for widowers, contributing only 1.1%.

For widowers, lower earnings contributed the most
to the loss of adjusted income while it was the second
most important source of decrease for widows.

For some individuals, the deceased spouse was still
active in the labour market at the time of their death, so
earnings contributed an important share of the family’s
income.

Definitions, data sources and methods: survey
number 4107.

The analytical article "Death of a spouse: The
impact on income for senior men and women"
(11-621-MIE2006046, free) is now available in the
Analysis in Brief series from the Our Products and
Services page of our website.

For more information, or to enquire about the
concepts, methods or data quality of this release,
contact André Bernard (613-951-4660), Small Area and
Administrative Data Division.
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Canadian Tobacco Use Monitoring Survey
February to December 2005

The Canadian Tobacco Use Monitoring Survey
(CTUMS) found there was no difference in smoking
prevalence among teens aged 15 to 19 for the second
year in a row. Approximately 385,000 Canadians in
this age group (18%) reported they smoked daily or
occasionally.

Approximately 52% of teen smokers, too young to
be egally sold tobacco products in their province said
they acquired their cigarettes socially, by buying, taking
or directly receiving them from friends or relatives. The
remaining 48% reported buying their cigarettes directly
from retailers.

Of all teens aged 15 to 18 that purchased or tried to
purchase tobacco products directly from retailers, 59%
said they were asked at least once in the past 12 months
for proof of age. A further 46% of all teens under the
age of 19 said they were refused at least one sale in the
past 12 months, by retailers, because they did not have
proper identification.

There was a slight decrease overall in the
prevalence of smoking in 2005. The change does
substantiate the continuous downward trend in smoking
prevalence among Canadians aged 15 and older,
even though the annual decline was not statistically
significant.

Estimates show that slightly fewer than 5 million
Canadians (19%) aged 15 and older reported smoking
daily or occasionally in 2005. The percentage of female
smokers according to CTUMS was estimated at 16%
in 2005 while the number of male smokers was 22%.

Trends in smoking rates determined by the survey
were much the same as reported in The Daily on
June 13, 2006 by the Canadian Community Health
Survey. However, the rates determined by the two
surveys were slightly different, as were the age groups.

The smoking rate for both men and women
aged 20 to 24 declined in 2005 to the lowest
rates ever recorded by CTUMS for this age group.
Approximately 29% of men and 23% of women identified
themselves as smokers in 2005. Notwithstanding, it

should be noted that young adults in this age group
continue to report the highest smoking rates of any age
group in the country.

Provincial differences in smoking prevalence
continue to level out with all provinces within 4% of
the 19% recorded nationally. Only British Columbia
stands out with the lowest rate of 15% recorded for the
second year in a row.

Just over half a million smokers (12%) described
smoking in bed at least once in the week preceding their
interview.

The survey also revealed that 10% of smokers
reported falling asleep with a lit cigarette either in bed,
on a sofa or in a chair at least once in their lives.

Note: The CTUMS, conducted since 1999 by Statistics
Canada on behalf of Health Canada, provides timely,
reliable and continuous data on tobacco use and related
issues. The survey’s objective is to track changes
in smoking status and amount smoked, especially
for 15- to 24-year-olds, who are most at risk for taking
up smoking. This release is based on data obtained
from about 20,000 respondents between February and
December of 2005.

Definitions, data sources and methods: survey
number 4440.

Data are now available in the Canadian Tobacco
Use Monitoring Survey Microdata File, February to
December 2005 (82M0020XCB, $2,140). See How to
order products.

For more information about the survey
results, contact Renee Bergeron (613-957-2988;
Renee_Bergeron@hc-sc.gc.ca), Media
Relations, Health Canada, or visit the
Tobacco Control Programme website
(http://www.hc-sc.gc.ca/hl-vs/tobac-tabac/index_e.html).

For information on the public-use microdata
file, or to enquire about the concepts, methods or
data quality of this release, contact Client Services
(1-800-461-9050; 613-951-3321; fax: 613-951-4527;
ssd@statcan.ca), Special Surveys Division.
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Farm product prices
May 2006

Prices received by farmers in May for grains, oilseeds,
specialty crops, potatoes, cattle, hogs, poultry, eggs and
dairy products are now available.

The Saskatchewan canola price in May
was $259.71 per metric tonne, up 4% from one
month earlier but down 2% from May 2005 when the
price was $265.95.

The May feeder steers price in Ontario
was $92.51 per hundredweight, up 2% from one month
earlier and up 9% from the May 2005 price of $84.97.

Farm commodity prices are now available on
CANSIM. Over 35 commodities are available by
province, some series going back 20 years.

Available on CANSIM: table 002-0043.

Definitions, data sources and methods: survey
number 3436.

For more information, or to enquire about the
concepts, methods or data quality of this release,
contact Marco Morin (613-951-2074; fax: 613-951-3868;
marco.morin@statcan.ca), Agriculture Division.

Steel primary forms, weekly data
Week ending July 1, 2006 (preliminary)

Steel primary forms production for the week ending
July 1 totalled 312 479 metric tonnes, up 1.4%

from 308 200 tonnes a week earlier and up 24.2%
from 251 646 tonnes in the same week of 2005.

The year-to-date total as of
July 1 was 7 972 819 tonnes, up 0.2%
from 7 954 914 tonnes in the same period of 2005.

Definitions, data sources and methods: survey
number 2131.

For more information, or to enquire
about the concepts, methods or data quality
of this release, contact the dissemination
officer (1-866-873-8789; 613-951-9497;
manufact@statcan.ca), Manufacturing, Construction
and Energy Division.

Cement
May 2006

Data on cement are now available for May.

Available on CANSIM: tables 303-0060 and 303-0061.

Definitions, data sources and methods: survey
number 2140.

For more information, or to enquire
about the concepts, methods or data quality
of this release, contact the dissemination
officer (1-866-873-8789; 613-951-9497;
manufact@statcan.ca), Manufacturing, Construction
and Energy Division.
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New products

Analysis in Brief: "Death of a spouse: The impact
on income for senior men and women", no. 46
Catalogue number 11-621-MIE2006046
(free).

Canadian Tobacco Use Monitoring Survey
Microdata File, February to December 2005
Catalogue number 82M0020XCB ($2,140).

All prices are in Canadian dollars and exclude sales
tax. Additional shipping charges apply for delivery
outside Canada.

Catalogue numbers with an -XWE, -XIB or an -XIE
extension are Internet versions; those with -XMB or
-XME are microfiche; -XPB or -XPE are paper versions;
-XDB or –XDE are electronic versions on diskette; -XCB
or –XCE are electronic versions on compact disc and
-XBB or -XBE a database.
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