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Season’s Greetings

The Daily will not be published from December 25 through January 2. Publication will resume on Monday,
January 5, 2009. The staff of The Daily sends you best wishes for a safe and happy holiday.
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Releases

Gross domestic product by
industry
October 2008

Real gross domestic product by industry declined 0.1%
in October after increasing 0.1% in September.

Declines in wholesale trade, manufacturing and in
the output of real estate agents and brokers contributed
the most to the October decrease. Residential
construction and retail trade also retreated. On the
other hand, economic activity advanced in several
service industries while the output of the energy sector
regained some of the ground lost in the previous two
months.
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Wholesale trade falls

Value added in wholesale trade fell 2.7% in
October. The wholesaling of automotive and personal

Note to readers

The monthly gross domestic product (GDP) by industry data are
chained volume estimates with 2002 as their reference year.
This means that the estimates for each industry and aggregate
are obtained from a chained volume index multiplied by the
industry’s value added in 2002. For the 1997 to 2005 period,
the monthly estimates are benchmarked to annually chained
Fisher volume indexes of GDP obtained from the constant-price
input-output tables.

For the period starting with January 2006, the estimates are
derived by chaining a fixed-weight Laspeyres volume index to
the prior period. The fixed weights are the industry output and
input prices of 2005. This makes the monthly GDP by industry
estimates more comparable with the expenditure-based GDP
data, chained quarterly.

Revisions

With this release of monthly GDP by industry, revisions
have been made back to January 2008. For more
information about monthly GDP by industry, see the
National economic accounts module on our website
(www.statcan.gc.ca/nea-cen/index-eng.htm).

and household products, as well as recyclable metal
products, fell significantly in October.

This decline in wholesaling activities was due in part
to the lower volume of international trade, both in terms
of exports and imports.

Retail trade declines slightly

Value added in retail trade edged down 0.1%
in October, remaining essentially at the same level
since May. The decline was widespread among the
sub-sectors, but more notable in beer, wine and liquor
stores, home centres and hardware stores, and furniture
and home furnishing stores.

The overall decline in retail trade mirrored a drop in
imports of consumer goods. New car dealers reported a
higher volume of activity in October despite a decrease
in the number of new vehicles sold, suggesting a rise in
their volume of used cars sold and repair work. Used
car dealers reported a substantial increase in activity in
October for a third consecutive month.
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Retail trade

Manufacturing activity retreats

Manufacturers cut back production 0.7% in October.
Manufacturers of motor vehicles (-8.6%) and paper
products (-2.4%) again reduced their activity as demand
on foreign markets continued to trend downward. The
production of primary metal products fell for a second
consecutive month after advancing rapidly during the
summer months.

Activity in sawmills, as well as in the upstream
forestry and logging industry, remained relatively stable
over the last three months as exports of lumber picked
up slightly after a series of declines.

Energy sector output increases

The increase in oil and gas extraction, and related
support activities accounted for almost the entire 1.2%
advance in the output of the energy sector. Both oil and
natural gas extraction increased in October, with natural
gas outpacing oil. Domestic demand for energy has
been essentially flat in recent months. Foreign demand
for crude oil has strengthened since last August, while
showing a seesaw pattern in the case of natural gas.

The increased production of oil and gas was a
major factor in the strength of related support activities
in October.

The output of the mining sector excluding oil and gas
fell 2.2% in October. The decline in metal ore and coal
mines exceeded the modest rise in non-metal mines.
The prices of primary commodities on international

markets have fallen sharply since the beginning of the
year.

Construction activity edges down

Activity on construction sites fell 0.3% in October.
The decline in residential building construction outpaced
the increases posted elsewhere in this sector.

Housing construction decreased 1.2% in October.
A substantial drop in single-family dwellings and a
decline in alterations and improvement work more than
offset the rises in the other categories of residential
construction. An increase in institutional buildings,
particularly hospitals in Ontario and schools across the
country, was behind the advance in the construction of
non-residential buildings.

Demand for existing houses, which had been
weakening since the summer of 2007, fell sharply in
October. The drop was widespread, as none of the
major markets were spared from the downturn. As
a result, the real estate agents and brokers industry
fell 14.3% over the month, the largest monthly decline
in over a decade.
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Main industrial sectors’ contribution to total growth

percentage points

1. Education, health and public administration.

The finance and insurance sector increases

The finance and insurance sector rose 0.4% in
October. As in September, the unusually high volume
of trading on the stock exchanges in October partially
offset another steep decline in mutual fund sales.
Elsewhere in the sector, there was a notable increase
in fixed-term and demand deposits.
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Available on CANSIM: table 379-0027.

Definitions, data sources and methods: survey
number 1301.

The October 2008 issue of Gross Domestic Product
by Industry, Vol. 22, no. 10 (15-001-XWE, free), is now
available from the Publications module of our website.

Data on gross domestic product by industry for
November will be released on January 30, 2009.

For more information, or to order data, contact
the dissemination agent (toll-free 1-800-887-4623;
613-951-4623; IAD-Info-DCI@statcan.gc.ca). To
enquire about the concepts, methods or data
quality of this release, contact Bernard Lefrançois
(613-951-3622), Industry Accounts Division.

Monthly gross domestic product by industry at basic prices in chained (2002) dollars

May
2008r

June
2008r

July
2008r

August
2008r

September
2008r

October
2008p

October
2008

October
2007

to
October

2008
Seasonally adjusted

month-to-month % change $ millions¹ % change

All Industries -0.1 0.1 0.6 -0.5 0.1 -0.1 1,230,675 0.2

Goods-producing industries -0.3 0.1 1.3 -1.2 -0.2 0.0 364,775 -2.3
Agriculture, forestry, fishing and hunting -0.9 -0.2 -0.0 0.3 -1.3 1.5 26,138 -0.7
Mining and oil and gas extraction -1.7 0.7 3.4 -2.2 -0.8 1.1 55,702 -1.5
Utilities -1.3 -0.1 0.3 0.1 0.0 0.1 31,082 -1.8
Construction 0.9 0.2 0.3 -0.1 -0.5 -0.3 74,557 1.6
Manufacturing 0.1 -0.2 0.9 -1.5 0.3 -0.7 176,121 -5.0

Services-producing industries -0.0 0.2 0.3 -0.1 0.2 -0.2 868,362 1.3
Wholesale trade -1.3 0.3 1.9 -2.9 0.7 -2.7 69,212 -4.4
Retail trade 0.1 0.1 0.0 -0.0 0.4 -0.1 75,304 2.9
Transportation and warehousing -0.1 0.4 0.4 -0.6 -0.4 -0.0 56,901 -0.3
Information and cultural industries 0.2 -0.0 0.2 0.5 0.0 -0.0 45,379 1.2
Finance, insurance and real estate -0.1 0.2 0.2 -0.0 0.3 -0.1 248,001 1.8
Professional, scientific and technical services -0.0 0.2 0.0 0.3 0.3 0.1 58,831 1.0
Administrative and waste management services -0.1 -0.2 -0.1 -0.1 -0.2 -0.1 30,967 -0.8
Education services 0.3 0.3 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.1 61,203 2.9
Health care and social assistance 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.3 0.3 79,900 2.8
Arts, entertainment and recreation 1.6 -0.6 -0.2 0.2 -0.0 1.1 11,864 0.4
Accommodation and food services 0.3 -0.3 -0.9 0.8 -0.4 0.5 27,967 1.5
Other services (except public administration) 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 32,769 2.7
Public administration 0.2 0.2 0.3 0.3 0.4 0.4 70,210 3.4

Other aggregations
Industrial production -0.6 0.1 1.7 -1.6 -0.1 -0.0 264,513 -3.4
Non-durable manufacturing industries 0.3 0.1 0.4 -1.7 0.3 -0.6 69,652 -2.9
Durable manufacturing industries 0.0 -0.3 1.3 -1.5 0.2 -0.8 106,731 -6.4
Business sector industries -0.2 0.1 0.7 -0.6 0.0 -0.2 1,029,476 -0.4
Non-business sector industries 0.3 0.2 0.2 0.3 0.2 0.2 201,212 3.0
Information and communication technologies

industries 0.4 -0.4 0.6 -0.1 0.5 0.0 59,262 2.0
Energy sector -1.6 0.4 2.5 -1.8 -0.6 1.2 83,393 -1.8

r revised
p preliminary
1. Millions of chained (2002) dollars, seasonally adjusted at annual rates.
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Couriers and Messengers Services Price
Index
November 2008

The Couriers and Messengers Services Price
Index decreased 1.1% from the previous month
to 142.4 (2003=100) in November. The courier portion
fell 0.8%, while the local messengers component was
down 2.4%.

Note: The Couriers and Messengers Services Price
Index is a monthly price index measuring the change
over time in prices for courier and messenger services
provided by long and short distance delivery companies
to Canadian-based business clients.

These indexes are available at the Canada level only.

Available on CANSIM: table 329-0053.

Definitions, data sources and methods: survey
number 5064.

For more information, or to enquire about the
concepts, methods or data quality of this release, contact
Client Services (613-951-9606; fax: 613-951-1539;
prices-prix@statcan.gc.ca), Prices Division.

Computer and peripherals price indexes
November 2008

The index for commercial computers increased 0.14%
from October to 35.63 (2002=100) in November. The
index for consumer computers declined 2.66% to 20.12.

In the case of computer peripherals, monitor prices
rose 0.08% from a month earlier to 51.95, and printer
prices increased 0.02% to 46.03.

These indexes are available at the Canada level only.

Available on CANSIM: tables 331-0004 and 331-0005.

Definitions, data sources and methods: survey
number 5032.

For more information, contact Client Services
(toll-free 1-866-230-2248; 613-951-9606;
prices-prix@statcan.gc.ca). To enquire about the
concepts, methods or data quality of this release,
contact Lu Li (613-951-1290; lu.li@statcan.gc.ca),
Prices Division.

Commercial Software Price Index
November 2008

The Commercial Software Price Index increased 0.42%
from October to 73.87 (2002=100) in November.

Note: The Commercial Software Price Index is a
monthly series measuring the change in the purchase
price of pre-packaged software typically bought by
businesses and governments.

This index is available at the Canada level only.

Available on CANSIM: table 331-0003.

Definitions, data sources and methods: survey
number 5068.

For more information, contact Client Services
(toll-free 1-866-230-2248; 613-951-9606;
prices-prix@statcan.gc.ca). To enquire about the
concepts, methods or data quality of this release,
contact Lu Li (613-951-1290; lu.li@statcan.gc.ca),
Prices Division.

Refined petroleum products
October 2008 (preliminary)

Data on the production, inventories and domestic sales
of refined petroleum products are now available for
October. Other selected data about these products are
also available.

Definitions, data sources and methods: survey
number 2150.

For more information, or to enquire about the
concepts, methods or data quality of this release, contact
the dissemination officer (toll-free 1-866-873-8789;
613-951-9497; energ@statcan.gc.ca), Manufacturing
and Energy Division.
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Crude oil and natural gas production
October 2008 (preliminary)

Provincial crude oil and marketable natural gas
production data are now available for October.

Definitions, data sources and methods: survey
number 2198.

For more information, or to enquire about the
concepts, methods or data quality of this release, contact
the dissemination officer (toll-free 1-866-873-8789;
613-951-9497; energ@statcan.gc.ca), Manufacturing
and Energy Division.

Industry productivity database
2005

The industry productivity database through the
year 2005 is now available. The database provides
time series data for multifactor productivity, output and

inputs that include capital, labour, energy, materials and
purchased services in the new North American Industry
Classification System back to 1961.

These data reflect the latest input-output tables
for 2004 (revised) and 2005 (preliminary), published in
The Daily on November 6, 2008; revisions of investment,
published in The Daily on November 7, 2008; and
revisions of hours worked for 2004 to 2007, published
in The Daily on December 8, 2008.

Available on CANSIM: table 383-0022.

A description of the method used to derive
productivity measures is offered online in the publication
The Canadian Productivity Review: "User Guide for
Statistics Canada’s Annual Multifactor Productivity
Program" (15-206-XIE2007014, free), available from
the Publications module of our website.

For more information, or to enquire about the
concepts, methods or data quality of this release,
contact Wulong Gu (613-951-0754), Micro-economic
Analysis Division.
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New products

Gross Domestic Product by Industry, October 2008,
Vol. 22, no. 10
Catalogue number 15-001-XWE
(free).

All prices are in Canadian dollars and exclude sales
tax. Additional shipping charges apply for delivery
outside Canada.

Catalogue numbers with an -XWE, -XIB or an -XIE
extension are Internet versions; those with -XMB or
-XME are microfiche; -XPB or -XPE are paper versions;
-XDB or -XDE are electronic versions on diskette; -XCB
or -XCE are electronic versions on compact disc; -XVB
or -XVE are electronic versions on DVD and -XBB or
-XBE a database.

How to order products

To order by phone, please refer to:
• The title • The catalogue number • The volume number • The issue number • Your credit card number.

From Canada and the United States, call: 1-800-267-6677
From other countries, call: 1-613-951-2800
To fax your order, call: 1-877-287-4369
For address changes or account inquiries, call: 1-877-591-6963

To order by mail, write to: Statistics Canada, Finance, 6th floor, R.H. Coats Bldg., Ottawa, K1A 0T6.
Include a cheque or money order payable to Receiver General of Canada/Publications. Canadian customers
add 5% GST and applicable PST.

To order by Internet, write to: infostats@statcan.gc.ca or download an electronic version by accessing Statistics Canada’s
website (www.statcan.gc.ca). From the Our products and services page, under Browse our Internet publications, choose For sale.

Authorized agents and bookstores also carry Statistics Canada’s catalogued publications.

Statistics Canada’s official release bulletin
Catalogue 11-001-XIE.

Published each working day by the Communications and library Services Division, Statistics Canada,
10G, R.H. Coats Building, 100 Tunney’s Pasture Driveway, Ottawa, Ontario K1A 0T6.

To access The Daily on the Internet, visit our site at http://www.statcan.gc.ca. To receive The Daily each
morning by e-mail, send an e-mail message to listproc@statcan.gc.ca. Leave the subject line blank. In the
body of the message, type "subscribe daily firstname lastname".

Published by authority of the Minister responsible for Statistics Canada. © Minister of Industry, 2008. All
rights reserved. The content of this electronic publication may be reproduced, in whole or in part, and by
any means, without further permission from Statistics Canada, subject to the following conditions: that
it be done solely for the purposes of private study, research, criticism, review or newspaper summary,
and/or for non-commercial purposes; and that Statistics Canada be fully acknowledged as follows: Source
(or “Adapted from”, if appropriate): Statistics Canada, year of publication, name of product, catalogue
number, volume and issue numbers, reference period and page(s). Otherwise, no part of this publication
may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system or transmitted in any form, by any means—electronic,
mechanical or photocopy—or for any purposes without prior written permission of Licensing Services, Client
Services Division, Statistics Canada, Ottawa, Ontario, Canada K1A 0T6.
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Release dates: January 2009

(Release dates are subject to change.)

Release
date

Title Reference period

6 Industrial product and raw materials price indexes November 2008
9 Building permits November 2008
9 Labour Force Survey December 2008
12 National tourism indicators Third quarter 2008
12 New Housing Price Index November 2008
13 Canadian international merchandise trade November 2008
15 Investment in non-residential building construction Fourth quarter 2008
15 New motor vehicle sales November 2008
19 Canada’s international transactions in securities November 2008
20 Monthly Survey of Manufacturing November 2008
20 Travel between Canada and other countries November 2008
21 Wholesale trade November 2008
22 Retail trade November 2008
22 Leading indicators December 2008
23 Consumer Price Index December 2008
27 Employment Insurance November 2008
28 Payroll employment, earnings and hours November 2008
29 Industrial product and raw materials price indexes December 2008
30 Gross domestic product by industry November 2008
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