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Study: Persistence in
postsecondary education in
Atlantic Canada
2001/2002 to 2004/2005

Not all postsecondary students in Atlantic Canada
remained at the same university or college until they
graduated. Many of these students moved between
institutions, and many others appeared to have
temporarily suspended their postsecondary education
for short periods.

Among students aged 17 to 20 who had enrolled
in a university in the four Atlantic provinces during the
fall of either 2002 or 2003, one-third (33%) had left their
university within two years.

Of all the students who left, about 25% in
fact switched to another institution to pursue their
postsecondary studies. Of the remaining students who
left, about one-quarter subsequently returned to school.

When switchers and students who left and then
returned were removed from the count, the dropout rate
among Atlantic universities during this period dropped
from 33% to about 18%. Dropout rates in colleges and
universities are overstated unless students who switch
institutions, or who leave briefly and return, are taken
into account.

For college students, the two-year institutional
dropout rate was close to 35% among students
aged 17 to 20 during this time period. However, once
students who switched, or who returned later, were
taken into account, the rate fell to about 29%.

The rate at which university students leave their
studies is somewhat different by gender, with 28%
of men leaving their studies compared with 22% for
women. Among college students, the rates were almost
identical for both genders, although higher than for
universities.

Among bachelor students who left their studies
during their first two years, 25% returned to
postsecondary education. Of those who returned,
half went back to the same institution. Another 5.8%
stayed at the bachelor level, but returned to a different
institution. A final 7.4% returned, but changed their level
of study to the college level.

Among college students, 11.5% of those who left
returned to postsecondary studies. Most of these

Note to readers

Data for this study, which provides unique empirical evidence on
postsecondary pathways in Atlantic Canada, came from a new
database that tracks students across all colleges and universities
in the region.

The Postsecondary Student Information System (PSIS)
collects information on programs and courses offered at
an institution, as well as information regarding the students
themselves and the programs and courses in which they were
registered, or from which they graduated.

In this subset, there were 18,100 university undergraduates
and 8,600 community college students aged 17 to 20 who started
a postsecondary education program at a publicly funded Atlantic
institution in the fall of either 2002 or 2003.

PSIS is national in scope, however, the Atlantic is the first
region to have all colleges and universities reporting to PSIS,
and thus the first region within which a longitudinal study could
be done.

students returned to the same institution at the college
level. The remainder returned to their postsecondary
studies, but entered university at the bachelor’s level.

Many students who graduated from a
postsecondary institution returned to school later. In
fact, within three years of completing their first degree
or diploma, 36.5% of those with a bachelor’s degree
and 30.3% of college graduates had enrolled in another
postsecondary program.

Definitions, data sources and methods: survey
number 5017.

The study "Moving through, moving on: Persistence
in postsecondary education in Atlantic Canada,
evidence from the Postsecondary Student Information
System", 2001/2002 to 2004/2005 (81-595-MWE2009072,
free), is now available as part of the Culture, Tourism
and the Centre for Education Statistics, Research
Papers series, from the Publications module
of our website.

For general information, to order the research
paper, or to enquire about the concepts, methods
or data quality of this release, contact Client
Services (toll-free 1-800-307-3382; 613-951-7608; fax:
613-951-4441; educationstats@statcan.gc.ca), Culture,
Tourism and the Centre for Education Statistics.
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Aircraft movement statistics: Small
airports
October 2008

The number of take-offs and landings at the
116 airports without air traffic control towers reached
53,539 movements in October, up 3.3% compared with
the 51,816 take-offs and landings for the 117 airports
reported in October 2007.

Drummondville (Quebec) was the most active site in
October 2008, recording 2,887 movements.

Available on CANSIM: tables 401-0021 and 401-0022.

Definitions, data sources and methods: survey
number 2715.

The October 2008 issue of Aircraft Movement
Statistics: Airports without Air Traffic Control Towers
(TP 141) (51-008-XWE, free) is now available from the
Publications module of our website. This report is a joint
publication of Statistics Canada and Transport Canada.

For more information, or to enquire about the
concepts, methods or data quality of this release,
contact Client Services (toll-free 1-866-500-8400;
transportationstatistics@statcan.gc.ca), Transportation
Division.

Cement
December 2008

Data on cement are now available for December.

Available on CANSIM: tables 303-0060 and 303-0061.

Definitions, data sources and methods: survey
number 2140.

For more information, or to enquire about
the concepts, methods or data quality of this
release, contact the dissemination officer
(toll-free 1-866-873-8789; 613-951-9497;
manufact@statcan.gc.ca), Manufacturing and Energy
Division.
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New products

Canadian Economic Observer, February 2009,
Vol. 22, no. 2
Catalogue number 11-010-XWE
(free).

Aircraft Movement Statistics: Airports without Air
Traffic Control Towers (TP 141), October 2008
Catalogue number 51-008-XWE
(free).

Culture, Tourism and the Centre for Education
Statistics, Research Papers: "Moving through,
moving on: Persistence in postsecondary
education in Atlantic Canada, evidence from the
PSIS", 2001/2002 to 2004/2005, no. 72
Catalogue number 81-595-MWE2009072
(free).

All prices are in Canadian dollars and exclude sales
tax. Additional shipping charges apply for delivery
outside Canada.

Catalogue numbers with an -XWE, -XIB or an -XIE
extension are Internet versions; those with -XMB or
-XME are microfiche; -XPB or -XPE are paper versions;
-XDB or -XDE are electronic versions on diskette; -XCB
or -XCE are electronic versions on compact disc; -XVB
or -XVE are electronic versions on DVD and -XBB or
-XBE a database.

How to order products

To order by phone, please refer to:
• The title • The catalogue number • The volume number • The issue number • Your credit card number.

From Canada and the United States, call: 1-800-267-6677
From other countries, call: 1-613-951-2800
To fax your order, call: 1-877-287-4369
For address changes or account inquiries, call: 1-877-591-6963

To order by mail, write to: Statistics Canada, Finance, 6th floor, R.H. Coats Bldg., Ottawa, K1A 0T6.
Include a cheque or money order payable to Receiver General of Canada/Publications. Canadian customers
add 5% GST and applicable PST.

To order by Internet, write to: infostats@statcan.gc.ca or download an electronic version by accessing Statistics Canada’s
website (www.statcan.gc.ca). From the Our products and services page, under Browse our Internet publications, choose For sale.

Authorized agents and bookstores also carry Statistics Canada’s catalogued publications.
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