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For-hire motor carriers of freight, top
carriers
Fourth quarter 2008

The top 97 for-hire carriers (Canadian-based trucking
companies earning $25 million or more annually)
generated operating revenue of $2.6 billion and
operating expenses of $2.4 billion in the fourth quarter
of 2008.

For these carriers, both operating revenue and
expenses remained practically unchanged from the
previous year.

The operating ratio (operating expenses divided by
operating revenue) remained unchanged at 0.95 in the
fourth quarter compared with the same quarter a year
earlier. A ratio greater than 1.00 represents an operating
loss.

Note: With few exceptions, additions and deletions to
the top carriers are done only for the first quarter of each
calendar year, while the composition of a top carrier may
change at any time due to acquisitions or divestitures.
Year-over-year variations in revenues and expenses may
arise from changes to the mix of companies included in
the top carriers and/or changes in the financial results
reported by individual carriers.

The revenues and expenses attributed to top
carriers may also include that of some companies with
less than $25 million in annual revenue, particularly
when these companies exist in complex corporate
structures where their individual activities may be
difficult to accurately measure.

This will be the final release of top carriers data
from the Quarterly Motor Carriers of Freight Survey.
Following release of the fourth quarter 2008 all carriers
data around the end of May, the Quarterly Motor
Carriers of Freight Survey will be discontinued.

Beginning with the first quarter of 2009, this survey
will be replaced by the Quarterly Trucking Survey, from
which a first data release is expected around the end of
June.

Definitions, data sources and methods: survey
number 2748.

For more information, or to enquire about the
concepts, methods or data quality of this release, contact

the Dissemination Unit (toll-free 1-866-500-8400; fax:
613-951-0009; transportationstatistics@statcan.gc.ca),
Transportation Division.

Taxi and limousine service industry
2007

Results from the Survey of the Taxi and Limousine
Services Industry are now available for 2007.

Available on CANSIM: table 407-0001.

Definitions, data sources and methods: survey
number 4707.

For more information, or to enquire about the
concepts, methods or data quality of this release,
contact Client Services (toll-free 1-866-500-8400; fax:
613-951-0009; transportationstatistics@statcan.gc.ca),
Transportation Division.

Culture services trade
1997 to 2006

More detailed data tables on culture services trade are
now available. Culture data are listed from 1997 to 2006,
for exports and imports by type of service and culture
framework category.

Definitions, data sources and methods: survey
number 5045.

Detailed and summary data tables for culture
services trade, by culture category and sub-categories,
along with cross-tabulations of trade between Canada
and selected countries are now available in Culture
Services Trade: Data Tables, 1997 to 2006 (87-213-X,
free), from the Publications module of our website.
Researchers can also request custom tabulations on a
cost-recovery basis.

For more information, or to enquire about the
concepts, methods or data quality of this release,
contact Client Services, Culture Statistics Program
(toll-free 1-800-307-3382; 613-951-5418; fax:
613-951-1333; culture@statcan.gc.ca), Demography
Division.
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Language of Work Survey
2008

Data from the Language of Work Survey 2008
conducted in some federal organizations are now
available.

Definitions, data sources and methods: survey
number 5134.

For more information, or to enquire about
the concepts, methods or data quality of this
release, contact Client Services (613-951-3321;
toll-free 1-800-461-9050; fax: 613-951-4527;
ssd@statcan.gc.ca), Special Surveys Division.
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New products

Aircraft Movement Statistics: NAV CANADA
Towers and Flight Service Stations: Annual Report
(TP 577), 2008
Catalogue number 51-209-X (PDF, free ; HTML, free)

Capital Expenditure Price Statistics, Vol. 24, no. 4
Catalogue number 62-007-X (PDF, free; HTML, free)

Building Permits, March 2009, Vol. 53, no. 3
Catalogue number 64-001-X (PDF, free; HTML, free)

Culture Services Trade: Data Tables, 1997 to 2006
Catalogue number 87-213-X (PDF, free; HTML, free)

All prices are in Canadian dollars and exclude sales
tax. Additional shipping charges apply for delivery
outside Canada.

Catalogue numbers with an -XWE, -XIB or an -XIE
extension are Internet versions; those with -XMB or
-XME are microfiche; -XPB or -XPE are paper versions;
-XDB or -XDE are electronic versions on diskette; -XCB
or -XCE are electronic versions on compact disc; -XVB
or -XVE are electronic versions on DVD and -XBB or
-XBE a database.

How to order products

To order by phone, please refer to:
• The title • The catalogue number • The volume number • The issue number • Your credit card number.

From Canada and the United States, call: 1-800-267-6677
From other countries, call: 1-613-951-2800
To fax your order, call: 1-877-287-4369
For address changes or account inquiries, call: 1-877-591-6963

To order by mail, write to: Statistics Canada, Finance, 6th floor, R.H. Coats Bldg., Ottawa, K1A 0T6.
Include a cheque or money order payable to Receiver General of Canada/Publications. Canadian customers
add 5% GST and applicable PST.

To order by Internet, write to: infostats@statcan.gc.ca or download an electronic version by accessing Statistics Canada’s
website (www.statcan.gc.ca). From the Our products and services page, under Browse our Internet publications, choose For sale.

Authorized agents and bookstores also carry Statistics Canada’s catalogued publications.
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