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Releases

Study: Canadian nine-year-olds
at school
2006/2007

At the age of 9, children varied widely in their school
achievement. Some of these variations were linked to
their gender, the income level of their household and the
province of residence.

There were also marked differences in the
"education environment" of the child. These differences
were linked most consistently to levels of household
income. The education environment includes parental
attitudes about education, the parents’ involvement in
the child’s school and homework and their participation
in school activities.

In addition, this analysis found a complex link
between a child’s academic performance and the ability
to pay attention in school at the age of 9. At this age,
children with lower attention skills tended to have a
lower academic achievement than those with higher
levels. For some measures, this effect was stronger for
girls than for boys.
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Children with high attention ability score higher in 
mathematics than those with lower attention ability

mathematics score

Children with higher attention skills were less likely
than others to have repeated a grade, to be participating
in special education, or to be receiving tutoring or extra
help for academic problems.

Note to readers

This release is based on a report that provides an overview
of the school achievement of 9-year-old Canadian children
in 2006/2007. It focuses on similarities and differences
between girls and boys; between children from low-income and
higher-income homes; among provinces; and, where relevant,
among communities of different sizes.

The report examines the education environments of the
children and the links between environment and achievement.
It also investigates links between school readiness indicators at
age 5 and school achievement at age 9, when the children were
in grade 3 and grade 4.

The children studied in this research project included all
9-year-olds in the third cohort of the National Longitudinal
Survey of Children and Youth (NLSCY). These children were
born between April and December 1997, and were 9 years old as
of December 31, 2006. Altogether, 3,379 children were included
in the sample, representing about 373,300 9-year-olds in the
population. Of these, 55,700 were in grade 3 and 308,900 were
in grade 4.

In this report, very low income refers to household income
below the low-income cut-off. Low attention scores are those
falling at or below the 25th percentile.

A preliminary report was published in The Daily of
November 24, 2008, when data for this cohort participating in
the seventh cycle of the NLSCY were made available.

School achievement

At the age of 9, girls and boys did not differ in
mathematics achievement in either grade 3 or grade 4.
However, girls were rated higher than boys in attention
ability, and were more likely to be reported by their
parents as doing well at school overall and in reading
and written work. Girls were less likely than boys to
receive tutoring or extra help for academic problems.

Children from households with very low income
tended to have lower achievement than children from
more affluent households on many measures.

A higher percentage of children from very low
income households had repeated a grade compared
with those from higher income households. More
children from very low income households had parents
who reported that they were not doing well at school
than did children from higher income households.

Students in Prince Edward Island in grade 4 scored
significantly higher in mathematics achievement
than students in all other provinces, except Quebec.
Students in both Quebec and British Columbia scored
higher than those in many other provinces.
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Education environments

Overall, 9-year-old children had parents who valued
good grades at school, and were optimistic about the
future education attainments of their children.

Expectations for future education varied among
income levels. A lower percentage of children from
very low income households than from higher income
households had parents who expected them to attend
university.

Children living in smaller communities were less
likely than those in large urban centres to have parents
who hoped that they would attend university. This
finding may be linked to the availability of postsecondary
education options in their communities, as suggested
by earlier research on university attendance.

Most 9-year-olds had parents who were actively
involved in their children’s schooling, and who talked
with their children daily about school work and school
friends, monitored homework, and participated in
activities at their children’s school.

At the age of 9, school children varied considerably
in the frequency with which they were assigned
homework. More than half of them had daily homework,
while 15% had homework once a week or less.

In most western provinces, less than half of the
children were reported to have daily homework. In most
of the Atlantic provinces and in Quebec, over 70% had
daily homework, while children in Ontario and Nova
Scotia fell in the middle range.
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Of the children who had daily homework, 82% had
parents who reported checking or providing help with
their homework every day. Another 12% reported doing
so a few times a week.

Even among children who did not have daily
homework, 26% had parents who reported checking
or providing help with homework daily, while 42% had
parents who did so a few times a week.

School readiness indicators at the age
of 5 associated with school achievement
four years later

School readiness refers to the abilities, behaviours
and attitudes that children bring with them when they
start school. This report considered four measures of
school readiness: number knowledge; copying and the
use of symbols; receptive vocabulary; and attention
ability.

Overall, 9-year-old children in grades 3 and 4 who
had higher scores in number knowledge at the age
of 5 had significantly higher achievement in mathematics
at the age of 9 than those with lower scores. This was
also the case for 9-year-old children who had a stronger
ability to copy and use symbols when they were 5 years
old.
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Mathematics score at age 9 for children in grade 3 
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School readiness indicator at age 5
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Children with high attention ability at age 5 were
likely to show high attention ability at age 9.

Children with higher scores on the school readiness
indicators were less likely to have repeated a grade, or to
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be enrolled in special education or in tutoring programs
for academic problems.

These links between school readiness indicators
at the age of 5 and school outcomes at the age
of 9 appeared for both girls and boys, and for children
from very low income and higher income households.

The findings support previous academic research
that shows that the academic knowledge and skill that
children bring to their first days of school contributes to
their subsequent learning in early grades.

Definitions, data sources and methods: survey
number 4450.

The study "Canadian nine-year-olds at School"
is now available as part of the Children and Youth
Research Paper Series, 2006/2007 (89-599-M2009006,
free), from the Publications module of our website.

For more information, or to enquire about the
concepts, methods or data quality of this release,
contact Client Services (toll-free 1-800-461-9050;
613-951-3321; ssd@statcan.gc.ca), Special Surveys
Division.
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Natural gas sales
July 2009 (preliminary)

Natural gas sales totalled 3 905 million cubic metres in
July, up 0.9% compared with July 2008.

The volumes of sales to the residential (-9.4%)
and commercial (-8.8%) sectors were down in July
compared with July 2008. The volume of sales to the
industrial sector, including direct sales, was up 3.7% in
July compared with July 2008.

Total sales in July were 14.0% higher compared with
June.

Definitions, data sources and methods: survey
number 2149.

For more information, to order data, or to
enquire about the concepts, methods or data
quality of this release, contact the dissemination
officer (toll-free 1-866-873-8789; 613-951-9497;
energ@statcan.gc.ca), Manufacturing and Energy
Division.

Natural gas sales
July

2008
June
2009

July
2009p

June
to

July
2009

July
2008

to
July

2009
thousands of cubic metres % change

Total sales 3 869 360 3 424 978 3 904 670 14.0 0.9
Residential1 482 873 515 623 437 484 -15.2 -9.4
Commercial2 363 180 385 095 331 218 -14.0 -8.8
Industrial3 and direct sales4 3 023 307 2 524 260 3 135 968 24.2 3.7

p preliminary
1. Gas sold for domestic purposes, including space heating, water heating and cooking, to a residential dwelling unit.
2. Gas sold to customers engaged in wholesale or retail trade, governments, institutions, office buildings, etc.
3. Gas sold to customers engaged in a process that creates or changes raw or unfinished materials into another form or product. Includes mining and manufacturing

establishments. Includes firm, interruptible and buy/sell agreements.
4. Represents direct, non-utility, sales for consumption, where the utility acts solely as the transporter.

Computer and peripherals price indexes
August 2009

From July to August, the price index for commercial
computers decreased 1.41% and the index for consumer
computers declined 3.09%.

In the case of computer peripherals, monitor prices
decreased 0.38% in August from a month earlier, and
printer prices fell 1.67%.

Note: These indexes are available at the Canada level
only.

Available on CANSIM: tables 331-0004 and 331-0005.

Definitions, data sources and methods: survey
number 5032.

For more information, or to enquire about the
concepts, methods or data quality of this release,
contact Client Services (toll-free 1-866-230-2248;
613-951-9606; prices-prix@statcan.gc.ca), Producer
Prices Division.

Commercial Software Price Index
August 2009

The Commercial Software Price Index (CSPI)
decreased 2.28% in August from the previous month.

Year over year, the CSPI rose by 2.09%.

Note: The Commercial Software Price Index is a
monthly series measuring the change in the purchase
price of pre-packaged software typically bought by
businesses and governments.

This index is available at the Canada level only.

Available on CANSIM: table 331-0003.

Definitions, data sources and methods: survey
number 5068.

For more information, or to enquire about the
concepts, methods or data quality of this release,
contact Client Services (toll-free 1-866-230-2248;
613-951-9606; prices-prix@statcan.gc.ca), Producer
Prices Division.
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Sawmills
July 2009

In July, monthly lumber production by sawmills
decreased 0.7% from June to 3 637.9 thousand cubic
metres. Compared with July 2008, lumber production
declined 24.2%.

In July, sawmills shipped 4 078.9 thousand cubic
metres of lumber, a decrease of 1.8% from June.

Available on CANSIM: table 303-0009.

Definitions, data sources and methods: survey
number 2134.

The July 2009 issue of Sawmills, Vol. 63,
no. 7 (35-003-X, free), is now available from the
Publications module of our website.

To order data, to obtain more information, or
to enquire about the concepts, methods or data
quality of this release, contact the dissemination
officer (toll-free 1-866-873-8789; 613-951-9497;
manufact@statcan.gc.ca), Manufacturing and Energy
Division.

Pipeline transportation of crude oil and
refined petroleum products
June 2009

Data on the net receipts of crude oil and equivalent
hydrocarbons, liquefied petroleum gases and refined
petroleum products, pipeline exports of crude oil and
deliveries of crude oil by pipeline to Canadian refineries
are now available for June.

Available on CANSIM: tables 133-0001 to 133-0005.

Definitions, data sources and methods: survey
numbers, including related surveys, 2148 and 2191.

For more information, or to enquire about the
concepts, methods or data quality of this release, contact
the dissemination officer (toll-free 1-866-873-8789;
613-951-9497; energ@statcan.gc.ca), Manufacturing
and Energy Division.
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New products

Sawmills, July 2009, Vol. 63, no. 7
Catalogue number 35-003-X (PDF, free; HTML, free)

Children and Youth Research Paper Series:
"Canadian nine-year-olds at School", 2006/2007,
no. 6
Catalogue number 89-599-M2009006 (PDF, free;
HTML, free)

All prices are in Canadian dollars and exclude sales
tax. Additional shipping charges apply for delivery
outside Canada.

Catalogue numbers with an -XWE, -XIB or an -XIE
extension are Internet versions; those with -XMB or
-XME are microfiche; -XPB or -XPE are paper versions;
-XDB or -XDE are electronic versions on diskette; -XCB
or -XCE are electronic versions on compact disc; -XVB
or -XVE are electronic versions on DVD and -XBB or
-XBE a database.

How to order products

To order by phone, please refer to:
• The title • The catalogue number • The volume number • The issue number • Your credit card number.

From Canada and the United States, call: 1-800-267-6677
From other countries, call: 1-613-951-2800
To fax your order, call: 1-877-287-4369
For address changes or account inquiries, call: 1-877-591-6963

To order by mail, write to: Statistics Canada, Finance, 6th floor, R.H. Coats Bldg., Ottawa, K1A 0T6.
Include a cheque or money order payable to Receiver General of Canada/Publications. Canadian customers
add 5% GST and applicable PST.

To order by Internet, write to: infostats@statcan.gc.ca or download an electronic version by accessing Statistics Canada’s
website (www.statcan.gc.ca). From the Our products and services page, under Browse our Internet publications, choose For sale.

Authorized agents and bookstores also carry Statistics Canada’s catalogued publications.

Statistics Canada’s official release bulletin
Catalogue 11-001-XIE.

Published each working day by the Communications and library Services Division, Statistics Canada,
10G, R.H. Coats Building, 100 Tunney’s Pasture Driveway, Ottawa, Ontario K1A 0T6.

To access The Daily on the Internet, visit our site at http://www.statcan.gc.ca. To receive The Daily each
morning by e-mail, send an e-mail message to listproc@statcan.gc.ca. Leave the subject line blank. In the
body of the message, type "subscribe daily firstname lastname".

Published by authority of the Minister responsible for Statistics Canada. © Minister of Industry, 2009. All
rights reserved. The content of this electronic publication may be reproduced, in whole or in part, and by
any means, without further permission from Statistics Canada, subject to the following conditions: that
it be done solely for the purposes of private study, research, criticism, review or newspaper summary,
and/or for non-commercial purposes; and that Statistics Canada be fully acknowledged as follows: Source
(or “Adapted from”, if appropriate): Statistics Canada, year of publication, name of product, catalogue
number, volume and issue numbers, reference period and page(s). Otherwise, no part of this publication
may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system or transmitted in any form, by any means—electronic,
mechanical or photocopy—or for any purposes without prior written permission of Licensing Services, Client
Services Division, Statistics Canada, Ottawa, Ontario, Canada K1A 0T6.
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Release dates: September 28 to October 2, 2009

(Release dates are subject to change.)

Release
date

Title Reference period

28 Employment Insurance July 2009
29 National tourism indicators Second quarter 2009
29 Canada’s population estimates July 1, 2009
30 Industrial product and raw materials price indexes August 2009
30 Gross domestic product by industry July 2009
30 Payroll employment, earnings and hours July 2009
2 Production of principal field crops September 2009
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