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Education indicators in Canada: An
international perspective
2008

In 2008, 20% of Canadian teenagers aged 15 to 19 were
no longer pursuing a formal education. This was
higher than the average of 15% across the 31 member
countries of the Organisation for Economic Co-operation
and Development (OECD). While this OECD proportion
was down from 20% in 1998, in Canada, it remained
stable at 20%.

Provincially, the proportion of teenagers aged
15 to 19 no longer in school varied from 14% in New
Brunswick to 26% in Alberta. The corresponding
estimates for the territories ranged from 25% to 34%.

Some provinces appear to be more successful than
others in meeting the challenge of integrating young
people with relatively low educational attainment into
the labour force.

In the Western provinces, there is an association
between the relatively high employment rates
(around 70%) and relatively high proportions of
young people aged 15 to 19 not in education. This
association suggests that labour markets with shortages
can draw and employ young people regardless of their
educational attainment, especially during periods of
strong economic growth.

That said, employment and earnings prospects
increase strongly with educational attainment. In 2008,
the employment rate for Canadians aged 25 to 64 who
had not completed high school was 58%, whereas the
figure for college and university graduates was 83%.

Graduates from university programs earned
considerably more, 75% more on average, than high
school or trade/vocational program graduates.

According to the most recent data available, the
college graduation rate in Canada, which includes
only first-time graduates, was 26%, well above the
OECD average rate of 10%. At the university level,

the first-time bachelor’s graduation rate was 34% in
Canada, compared with the OECD average of 38%.

The report also shows that, in 2008, 42% of
Canadians aged 25 to 64 had participated in formal
or non-formal education or training (for job-related
or personal reasons). This was comparable with the
OECD average. The participation rate among those
aged 25 to 34 was almost twice the rate of those
aged 55 to 64.

Participation in adult education and training was
related to educational attainment. In Canada, 18% of
adults who had less than a high school diploma had
participated in education and training. That figure tripled
for college and university graduates.

Note: This information is contained in Education
Indicators in Canada: An International Perspective, the
second in a series that place aspects of the educational
systems in Canada’s provinces and territories into an
international context. The indicators were developed to
align with definitions and methodologies used by the
OECD.

The report was prepared by the Canadian Education
Statistics Council, a joint venture of Statistics Canada
and the Council of Ministers of Education, Canada.
It presents 10 indicators that capture information
on educational attainment, graduation rates at the
upper secondary and postsecondary levels, labour
market outcomes, the economic benefits of education,
expenditures on education, international students,
transitions to the labour market, and participation in
adult learning.

The report Education Indicators in Canada: An
International Perspective, 2010 (81-604-X, free), is now
available from the Key resource module of our website
under Publications.

For more information, or to enquire about concepts,
methods or data quality of this release, contact Client
Services (toll-free 1-800-307-3382; 613-951-7608; fax:
613-951-4441; educationstats@statcan.gc.ca), Tourism
and the Centre for Education Statistics Division.

2 Statistics Canada - Cat. no. 11-001-XIE



The Daily, September 7, 2010

Couriers and Messengers Services Price
Index
July 2010

The Couriers and Messengers Services Price Index
decreased 0.8% in July compared with June. The
courier portion fell 1.0%, while the local messengers
component rose 0.2%.

Note: The Couriers and Messengers Services Price
Index is a monthly price index measuring the change
over time in prices for courier and messenger services
provided by long and short distance delivery companies
to Canadian-based business clients.

These indexes are available at the Canada level only.

Available on CANSIM: table 329-0053.

Definitions, data sources and methods: survey
number 5064.

For more information, or to enquire about
the concepts, methods or data quality of this
release, contact Client Services (toll-free
1-888-951-4550; 613-951-4550; fax: 613-951-3117;
ppd-info-dpp@statcan.gc.ca), Producer Prices
Division.
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New products and studies

Quarterly Financial Statistics for Enterprises,
Second quarter 2010, Vol. 21, no. 2
Catalogue number 61-008-X (PDF, free; HTML, free)

Education Matters: Insights on Education, Learning
and Training in Canada, Vol. 7, no. 3
Catalogue number 81-004-X (HTML, free)

Education Indicators in Canada: An International
Perspective, 2010
Catalogue number 81-604-X (PDF, free; HTML, free)

All prices are in Canadian dollars and exclude sales
tax. Additional shipping charges apply for delivery
outside Canada.

Catalogue numbers with an -XWE, -XIB or an -XIE
extension are Internet versions; those with -XMB or
-XME are microfiche; -XPB or -XPE are paper versions;
-XDB or -XDE are electronic versions on diskette; -XCB
or -XCE are electronic versions on compact disc; -XVB
or -XVE are electronic versions on DVD and -XBB or
-XBE a database.
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From Canada and the United States, call: 1-800-267-6677
From other countries, call: 1-613-951-2800
To fax your order, call: 1-877-287-4369
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To order by Internet, write to: infostats@statcan.gc.ca or download an electronic version by accessing Statistics Canada’s
website (www.statcan.gc.ca). From the Our products and services page, under Browse our Internet publications, choose For sale.

Authorized agents and bookstores also carry Statistics Canada’s catalogued publications.
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